vF 
» + 
4 


1 


4 


_——_— 


[ 


A &”. T G 


— I OY 


ha 


OF THRBE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLIES 
% 


CHURCH»SCOTLAND: 


From the year 1638. to the year 1649. 
Incluſtye, | 


Printed inthe Year 1682. 


To which are how added 


The INDEX of the Unprinted ACTS of theſe | 
ASSEMBLIES; and the ACTS of the 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 2690. 


 'Printed in the Year 1691. 


a .. 


K _————— 


To be Sold by George Moſman Printer to the 
ASSEMBLY, at his Shop inthe Parhament- 
Choſe, . 


|; Or parries 


S 
" _ . -. 
——_— | . 


4 ABT Gallas ronnn t PBe.  EAE o > 


\ "GENERAL 
ASSEMBLIES 


OF THE 


CHURCH || 


OF - 4 
SCOTLAND, 


; | Fromthe Year 1638, to the Year 1649, || 


4 


Incluſive. 


, & 
TY 5 I 
| # \ q | 

y ® 


were long, neither do we 
now mend, to repreſent, 
& what inthe beginning, by 
Wa. the Mercies of our God and 
* CMmniftiry of his y_ ul 
> 2 Jervants, was te reſore 
RAVE ARA matron of ths Kirk: what 
PDPIMREITDS) purity. of Dottrine and 
Worſhip, what Order, what Authority, and 
what Unity continued for many years, by the 
Prayers and Labours of e Miniſters and Pro- 
feſſors, what Novations and Corruptions have 
been introduced upon us of late, i the trme of our 
DMtiviſion and Detefiton, by ſuch as have ever 
been enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, and who have 
minded earthly things: How man:fald and how 
comfort able experience we have at this time of 
#he care and compaſſuons of our Lord and Saviour 
preventing the utter rume of Religion, and the 
horr t9le vaftation of this Kirkby looking upon the = 
affiittions of his people," by hearing their groans, 
mocked by the orld : And by moving the Heart 
A2 of 


 — 


To the READER, 
of our gracious and dread Soveraign the Kings 
Migeſ? to conveen a free national Aſſembly for 
reſſing the wrongs done to Religion, and what 
undeniable teſtimonies, and notable manifefta- 
zious of the drovine preſence and aſſiſtance of 
Chriſt, h2ve accompanied this meeting and whole 
work... Who ſois wiſe and obſerveth theſethings 
will ſee the loving kindneſs ot the Lord. / © / 
For the preſent it ſeemed neceſſary that ſuch of 
the As and Conſtitutions of the Af ly as are 
- of moſt general cancernment ſhould vr FI! 


e 
pret ; the corretF writing of fo many Gopies as 
were valled for not beimg poſſible to be exped in dur 
time, and the Kirk having reſolved upon this 
courſe in former times, which, had it been keeped, 
our defettion through the almoſt invincible tono- 
rance of the proceedings of the Kirk, had not pro- 
ven [0 dangerous and deplorable. 

Tn theſe AtFs and Con(tututions ſpecial regard 
was had to our National Confeſſion of Faith, as + 
it was at firff and drverſe times after profeſſed 
and is now of late ſworn and ſubſcribed, that all 
mens minds, who delight not tocauil, might reft 
ſatisfied in the true meaning thereof, found out by 
the diligent [earch of tbe Fcclefpaſtick Regiſters. 
Our care was alſorather at this twne toreviwe 
and bring to light, former laudable Atts, than to 
make any new ones, refictting as little as e's 

e 


ih. 0 29 hn A. a. ioica oem a. z cc. ot - > ma 


.S 


= <Q © 


"To the READER. 


be upon the reformation of other Kirks ,- and 

chooſmg to recerve our direftions from our own 
Reformation, approver by the ample teſtimno- 
uy of ſo many Forreign Divines: according to 
the example of the venerable Aſſembly at Dort, 
where ſpecial caution was, that the 30. and 
3 1» article of the Confeſſion of the Belgick Kirks 


touching Eccleſiaſtick Order ſhould not be exa- 


mined by Strangers, there being a Difference 


| touching that point amongſt Retormed Kirks, 


So many as were - preſent can bear witneſs 
that all the Members of : the Aſſembly were 
many times called on, and required to propone 
their Doubts, axd, to give therr Judgments of e- 
very Article, before it was Enatted, that every 
one might recerve Satisfaction, and from the full 
perſwafion of his mind might give his Voice: 
Hberemzthe Unanimity and Harmony was the 
more admirable, that many parting from their 


| | preconceived Opinions, which had poſſefſed their 


Minds,4:d moſt willingly recerve the Light, which 
did now unexpectedly appear from the Records 
of the Kirk. 

T hat this Extract ſhall Rop the Mouthes of the 
malicious, is more than we can promiſe, or ſhould 
be expetzed, We know there be ſome Incendiaries 
wwho would with great joy and content of mind, 
ſeek their loft penny in the aſhes of this poor Kirk 


and 


To the READER. 


| and Kingdom: And we have already fond, that | 


our Laboures, and the grounds wherenpon we 
have proceeded before they be ſeen.art miſconſiru- 
. ed by ſo many as finds their hopes blaſted, and are 
come ſhort of their earthly projetts : but our com- 

fort us, that we have walked m the truth of our” 
hearts,as in the ſight of God, That the Adverſa- 
ries of the Kirk have uot transformed themſetves 
znto Angels of light, nor can ſay they are dom 
God'ſervice, but are ſeen im iheir colours, and 
do ſeek themſelves, and that fo many as have ey+ 
red before , not knowing the order and conflity- 
Zions of this Kirk, will as ob *ent Children to 
their mother ſpeaking plamlyanid powerjnlly of 
old. aud now after long filence opening her mouth 
again, and uttering her mind im a free Aſſembly, 
hear her voice, and with that reverence that 


beſeemeth under the ſupreme Majeſty of Chrift, 
obey her direftions, that” being all of one mid, 
peace may be upm us, and upon the Kirk of God: 
and the God of peace, and love may be with ws, 


1639. 
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'The 


| F- co 1649, having been Printed abroad ſome Jnr og, where the 
- | bencfite of an Exgli/þ Corretor could not be had, ſeveral tniſprint« 


+} ings baven fallea ins The moſt material whereof and ſuch as may 
wrong the ſcaſe, the Reader isdelired tocorreRt as foliows. 
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jc moſt part of the following AA vix. Theſe from the year, 1638 


- 


y 


| 


.Þ 442 16 randro ſend. p4441 19 tothe ſeveral. p44s I8Srehanlgy 


- 


i 24 tis profancd.p31511 f may arer many are. 1b11 Froany ber may bt! 
eattondp3161a6rpublick, p3zeliz t with which the, p 321 119 thatards 
od. p323lultr fownd, p 3231 15rnevr how, p 324 I9 1 geeon, pts 1 32 
ervert. 1341 gulfes, p 3261 27rto the ſeveral.p 328115 r cannetbe,py 
wo r ought tobe, 1b1 20 r efpecidl'y harefie. p ws, i2x Joined, p3z6118 x 
- ginneng, p $41 I 29tihrouft. pa4s I 4r apply.l 22 x he conveen. p 347 L112. theig 
ab p348118 ribink, I't9 ro the (ame. Ib l2g reomfort. p354l16t nixy 
22 I ordaine. 1.22 r Preabitries, p356125 rſpeciet.p357 lis f begin rbeiy 
k 2x rpreceeding, p. 359.1. 10 r:- wniformity. p. 3631 at from, p hg a r hine 
derances.pz66111 rare Fanding.p 368 l28 r General, pa6g]ng r Jonyr. p 371 
Ir 7.1 prefeſtng «ll. lpenult r advyce. p379] 11 r eontrgverners. | iz x wilt 
p38 | 19 r dire#;ons. p36 17 r confirmed, | 24 © re«ſens. | a9 r we arg, 
3871 26 ronbeth.136 rof arue. p3orly riiberties of the. 1b 116r afeciat 
f;; x have not p 392 1 29 1inſirumentall.p3g; | 3 Reformation.l 23 17s theebil. 


SD 


# dren.p39412rit enters | 14 r Really. 135 x Craftilyp 3y5 1 3 t whoſoever, It 


* Miſpriſers, | 1 5 rordinaces. lult. r have. p. 397 1 32f Fones r. Fames. py 
1129 r but 6lſe. p 3991 penultrTyep 40017 r wolated, p 401 1411648. Pp 40 
I 36 ſphere, p4o6111 ref theſe, p4o717 r ſupplicating | 16x dobear, p 4c 

I 22 rpath, p4iol 25 raffeirs 1271 of & treaty p4izl ig roreend. Toa 
Wwarningto, p4izls tofonr, 18 rblaſphemy, p. 415 | 23 r declaring, Pp 417 

12 rfatters, p4i7117 r ſucceſsof, p 4201347 therein, p 422 I18 r Vnivers | 
Prices p4z2z3 127 each pazs] 7 renthe General, p 426124 f in thats that, Iby 

xprofite,p 42713 rTrelapſe, p 4281.9 rbeweillpgzols r Afembly.16421 T 
T their going, p43114talready p4z7 lis r ſelves as heretofore, p439]l in 
Ewhat they p 44011 renour right band & on your left hand. | ulk. Tus 


ſosiation. Ib x was made. 111 finavdt and, p46 l35 rpreſeribe, paqylry 
the AR. 1 11 1 Communion.ip 448 | 1 f of the riſing x 1he riſing ofthe, p45zi ig 
x that followedp 45213 rtruth.l 13 rpolicie.p4s4]zg rtioboldpa4ss lis ray 
owy owt of, p4571It9tyet rand | 22 tthisrealme, Ib tgainfland. p 46x Lay 
x from without, }3 7 x diſcerning. p 464131 I 45 4 father. p4651 207 filled. py. 
470125 rpart of the, 1:27 t be brought, p472123 ron the one p4741 ulte- 
rec tye. p 476113 dele according. | 3ordraw, 134 1 pray. p 477 li6f then 
Precbitries x to Prezbyteries p47yl iortreſerved p 480128 r bonowr p 4814 
x5 x ſolliett p483 1, 36. rof divines, 

There are at. Miſuumbrings in the pages and Runing-Tillee, whigh 
as Rcader may help without any further DixeRion. 


q 
Theſe Erratas are to be Cut off andto follow þry 
the Protace, wy 
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WALSZLESASELAL 24,4.24,83 4,4.4,4, Io» 
T a,n- e: >” IJ ST _— Of, . G: ON 
ME HI ORE, 
WO TT SE TE CEOPULPEEDITY LY ID Hen 
; THe 2£[E 
GENERATLL | 
£$SSE Wk ix 
At Glaſgow. 
——_ EE 
Act Sell. 6. - November 27- 1638. 


; (Bogen 


- 2» Heteſtimony of the Com- 
matty, fot tryall of the Ree 
giſters , ſubſcribed with 
their hands, being produ= 
qg ced , with ſome reaſons 
' thereof 1n another paper, 
x} ard rublickly read z My 
==4{{A Lord Commiſſioner profeſſed 

£2 thatithadiciolved him of 
W/E) ſundry donbrs, but defi. - | 

DESC AY £7 red a time to be more ful- 

SY Er DOSES A Z 1y reſolved, 

The Moderatour deſired that if any of the Aſſembly had 
ny thing to ſay againſt the ſaid teſtimonie for the books , 
Kbat they would declare it , and firfding noneto oppon, yer 

he appointed the day following , toany ro object any thing 

hey could ſay; and if then none could object the Aſſembly 
ould hold theRegiſters as ſufficiently approven. 
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"= The Generall 


Act. Sl. 7. November 28. 
Att. approving the Regiſters. 


A Nent the report of the £ fſemblies judgement of the aus 
thoriry of the hooks of Aſlembly ; The Moderatour ha= 
ving defired thatif any of the Adſembly had any thing ro [+y , 
they would now declare 1:,otherwiſe they would hold all ap- 
proved by the Asſembly. 

The CommitToner his Grace prot>ſt-d [har the Aſemblies 
approving theſe books , or any thing contained in them '>e no wayes 
prenydictal ro 1+ Ma,eitie, nor:o tie A chb ſhops, and 
B ſh15s of thi Kinzdome, or any of thetr ache ents; bes. 
cauſe he had ome exceptions aga'nit thile books, My 
Lord Rethes Je5r-d theſe exce>ttons to be condeſcunded on, 
and hy thoold be yreſen ly cleared, and proteſted that 
theſe ooks ſhould be eltcemed autacuitck and obliyarorie 
. hereaf. er. 

The whole Af-mbly all ia on? voice approved theſe 
books: and ordai:12d the ſame to mike t21th 1n judgement, 
-and out with, inall crime com.mirg, 25 the rrue ard aurhen- 
tick R-giſters of the Kitk of Scotland , contormro the reſft}- 
monie ſtbſcrib:d by the Commorrie, ro be 1nſert with the 
reaſons th :reof in the books of allembly : Whereof the tens 
our followeth, 

 under-wubſcribers , having power and commiſſion 

from the generall Aſſembly now preſently conveened , 
and fitting ar Glaſoow , to peruſe, examine and Cognoſce 
upon the validity , faith and itrength of the books and regi- 
ſte: sof the Aembly uncer- writtea, to wit: A regiſter 
beginnin* atth2 Af mbly holcen the rwenrie dav of Decem* 
ber 1560. an en4i gar rhe fou-th leilion of the Aſizm bly 
holden the 28 of December i556. 

Itzm another r-g'ite; beginning 2t the generall Aſſembly, 
holden the ſecond day of Tune 1567, and ending at the 
fou'th \-fſion of the Aſenibly holden at Perth the ninth day 
of Auguſt 1572, whichregiſter is imperfe&t, and mulrilare 
' in the end, and containeth Iv no leaf nor page after rhat 
Page which containerhthe ſaid inſcription of rhe ſaid fourth 
efion , whichryo regiſters bears t0 be ſubſcribedby Toby 


Grey (crib, Item 


Aſſembly , 1638, 


Item aregiſt-r of the Aſſembly holcen ar Edin*urgh the 
ſeventh day of Auguſt 1574. and ending with 1! e twelfth 
ſeſſion , being the left ſ:flion of !he Afſembly 1579- 

Item another regiſter beginning at the Aﬀembly holden 
at Edinburgh the tenth of May 1586 2nd ending. in the (even 
teenth (-1- on of the Aſſen:bly holden in March, 1589. 

Iteni another regiſter being the fifth book , and greateſk 
volume, beginringart the Aſſembly holdenin nno 15 6c. 
andendingintheyear 1590, 

Having crrefully viewed , peruſed 2nd conſidered the 
ps ow : X 5 , 
ſaids regitters, and every ore of them,and being deeply and 
waturely 2dyiſcd,/asin a matter of greateſt weight and conſe- 
quence, do attcl;before Cod, ardupon cur conſcience de- 
clar2 tothe world and this preſent £ fiembly , thar the ſaids 
foure:regiſte's above 'xprefled , and every one of them, are 
famous , 4.thertick and good regiſters : which ought to be] 
ſo repur-4,ind have publick faith in judgement and out- with 
25 valideandit verecor.'sin all things ,and that the ſaid fifth& 
o:eat*{t book, be inn. gar he A dembly 1560 andendin 
1540, be'nz ma cine by ne hand- writs ofthe Clerk, a. 
r:vifer of the 1.giftess, cognoſced , andrryed , and agree» 
able tothe orhe: four? reg {tors in what is extantin them, 
onstt alf'ory be free of 21] prejudice and ſuſpicton , and1e- 
cerned with cryin Aniinteftimonie of our lolemne affir- 


! 


Marcn, We have bribed rheſepreſents with our hands. 
FuDſcribicur , 


Maſter 4 drew Rainſay. 
Maſter Iobn Adamſon. 

Maſte 1 bn Row, 

\ aſter Rob:re Mu rav. 
Maſter Alexander Gibſon, 
Maſt er Iam s Boner. 

Maſter - lexander Peerſon. 
Maſter Alexander IWedderburn, 


—_ _——__——— © aun tt — 
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A 2 Reaſons 


4 The Generall 


Reaſons prooving the five Books and Regi- 
ſters produced before the Aſſembly to be authentick, 


þ books now exhibited unto us underſcribers, which 
we have reviſed and peruſed by commiſſion from the 
generall Aſlembly , are true repiſters of the Kirk: to wit, 
Five Volumes , whereof the firſt rwo contain the a&ts of the 
Aſembly , from the year of God 1560. to the year 1572, 
all ſubſcribed by Iobhn Gray Clerk. The third from the year 
of God 1574- tothe year 1579. The fourth from the year 
of God 1586. to tne year 1559. At which tim? Maſter 
James Richie was Clerk » who hath frequently written upon 
the margine of rhe ſaids two laſt books, and ſubſc:ibed the 
ſaid margine with his hand-writing. And the fifth book 
being rhe greateſt Volume , containing the acts of the gene- 
rall Aſſembly, from the year of God 15 60. to the year 15 90. 
which agreeth with the foreſaids other foure books and re- 
 giſters, 1n ſo far as 1sextant in them , and further recor- 
deth, what 1s wanting by them , paſling by whatiss mur1- 
late in them , and which with therwo Volumes produced by 
Maſter Thor as Sandilands from rhe year 15 90. to this preſent » 
maketh upa perfect regiſter. 

I. For the firſt ewo Volumes ſubſcribed by Tohn Gray , al- 
beit it be not neceſſar in ſuch anriquietie to proove that he 
was Clerk, ſeeing hedeſignes himſelf ſo by his ſubſcription, 
yet the ſame is manifeſt by an a& mentioned in the third 
book , in therime of Maſter Iames &ichie, who ſucceeded 
him in the ſaid office, and his hand-wric was acknowledged 
by ſundry old men in the miniſtery. | 

11. The uniformitie of his ſubſcriptions through both 
Volumes, evident by ocular inſpection above the ordinarie 
cultome of moſt famous Notars, delivers the ſame from all 

| ſuſpicion infaRo tam antiquo. 

It]. There be many coppies , ſpecially of general afts 
yetexrant, which do not debord (rom the ſaids regiſters, but 
are altogether agreeable thereto. 

LV. Ir is conſtant by the univerſal cuſtome of this King 
&cme, thatall regiſters are tranſmitted from one keeper te 


p—_ 


Inmm AMOR 1 wn =o ww DEo@ 


eAſembly, 1638. 5 


his ſucceſſour and ſo comming by progrefle and ſucceſſion 
from the firſt incumbent to the laſt poſſ:four » are never 
douvted to be the regitters of thar judicatorie , whereof the 
laſt haver was Clerk ; and therefore 1t 15 evident, that theſe 


p books comming ſucceſiiuely from Tohn Gray , Maſter Tames 
-. | Rceb'e» and Maſter Themas Nicolſon , who were all Clerks to 
b 


the Aſſembly , into che hands of Mafter Robere Winrame , 

® who was conſtitute Clerk depute by the ſaid MaſterRebert. horas 
Nicolſon ( as his depuration here preſent to ſhow, vill reſti= | 
fie) are rhe undoubred 1epiſters of the Aſſembly: like as 

a | Alexander Blair 'ucceeded the ſaid Maſter Robert in his place of 
'n | Clcrkſhip to the afſignations and modifications of Miniſters 

"a ſtipends; and du'ing Maſter Robert his Itte-rime , was his 
k actual ſervant , and fo had the ſaid books by progrefle from 

$ him, which the (aid Alexander is readie preſently to teſtifie, 

; V. The tworegiſters of M aſter Tames Richie , albeit not 
under his own hand, yet are frequently margined with his 
| own hand-writ, and the ſame rarginal addit:ons ſubſcribed 
"| byhim, which hand-writ is ſeen and cogno(ced by famous 
; men, who knoweth the fame, and it 1s evident , being; 

1 compare4 with his ſeveral writings and ſubſcriptions yer 

extant. 

VI. The faid regiſters are more perfeR , lefe vitiated, 
ſcored, and interlined , then any other authentick and fa- 
mous regiiiers of the moſt prime judicatorics within this. 

' Kingdoms. 

V I. Maſter Thomas Sandilands, in name of his father, who 
was late Clerk by dimiti:on ot Maſter Thomas Nicolſon , hath 
produced a Volume, which proveth the 1a1ds two regiſters 
of Maſter Iames Richie to be ſufficient records; becaute that 
ſame Volume is þ2un by that fame hand , whereby the ſaid 
Maſter Fames R zehie his regiſters are written , and is ſabſcri- 
bed once 1n the margine by M aſter 'ames Richie his hand, and 
followed forth, and continued in the ſame book by Maſter 
Thomas Nieolſon , who ſucceeded him in the place , and was 
known by moſt men here preſent to be of ſuch approven 
worth and credit, that he would never have accompliſhed 

BY 2 regiſter which had not been famous and true : and where- 
08 of the hand-writc , had not then been known ro him fut- 
T kcicnily. & 3 IL 


_ 


6 | Generall 


V HI. That regiſter produced by Matter Thomas Sandi- 
lands , and proſecured by Maſter Thomas Nicolſon, p oves 
the firſt part of that regiſter to be ©. ue an.{ famous, ard th: 
firſt part heTg by ocul:r in' p:cjon cf tiiclamre inng writ, 
with V aſter Tame: kwh'es reg:iters. a'd {u{cribed 1n the 
margine with the ſame ban wri-, proverh Riches rwo 
books to b2 good records. and Rechies reviſte:s doth approve 
Grays booksby tne att cf ARembiy b-fore written s ſpecially 
con :de:in;Z the ſ:me hath come bv vr 06r0l co and ſuccefiion 
of (Clerks, 11 the hands of Ale:cander Blair , now 1:vins. and 
here preſear. ; 

IX, Ihecomp:s ann ta hid; of encfces between the 
Regz2nr for the rume. avd the 2 fiunrkly . in the fecond vo- 
lumes pay. 147+ are ſubſiib-'d by the Lord {cg nts own 
hand» as appeateth: ior it 1 a ;oyallelile ful {cri ion, and 


thereisno hnd writ ite hoo likennn it, and bea- 


reth not Sic ſubſcrivitur , Whicn undoubrodly jr weuld do, 
1t 17 were 2« OPpIC. 

X. Maſter Iames Carmiche? was cor mande:! by the g2ne- 
yall Afi-n.bly i545. Seoli 9. 1:thokook troduced by IV. a- 
fer Thomas Sandilands. to ext ac ily yeneell its forth of 
their books 3 and ir 1s eviien: that rol books 2r2 theſame 
whicn he pertſed for har effect, be a0.c he ha'h m 'rked 
therein the generall acts withactofe, 1d h thdefigned the 
actby ſone ſhore expreiiion fon the margins. whichis 


j 


ccgnoled and known tobe!i's hand writ, by ſamons and 
wor hv perions : which is alio marif. {ft by the ſaid A aſter 
Tames 1s hand nd $i blcririon g 'Wr [tt 1 W1 ; 1115 own hin | 
in th? Jaſtleate of the ſa 4 boots; asalſo acknoowledped in 
theia:d book, produced by Ma7cr Thomas Sandilands, whe- 

e1n the laid V after Tam's Camichll 2raneth the receipt of 
theſe » with ſore orhir nooks ©: the Alfemblics, 

XI thereviters prod ced , are the regiſters of the Aſ- 
ſembly, becauie in 41m 1585. tne Aftlembly complaineth thar 
Fherr regiſters are muttlate: which hath relation to Richies 
third book . whici1s Jacerat and mur:late in divers places 
without any interveening of blank paper, or any mention of 
bic deeſs. 

X 11, It rheie were not prinCipall regiſters , the enemies - 
. ene 


= 
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- the puritie of Gods worthi>, would never have laboured to 
deſtro' the {:me: whit not hitenorrg ther have done; as 
appearett bv 'h- atix'ng and barreting. of a piece of paper 
_ ho marine, 2rcn' 3 cencition of ciie comnr 1Hion rat 
ro Exon ih  etabliſh 4 d foit bhne of his Kirk ſub'c: bed 
by [h: Cle: , DOOK 3- Pag, I 4”, and the blertino o £16 cer 
tihc TC 31 < cfche CXCOMmMINNCAd 'ON again! i Biſh 1O0p ndamſcn, 
book 4. 24 30. Wwaoln his Recantaiion generally acknowe 


aw. 


le..gerh the tame : bur w'ich, without that r-cant:ton, 


; C2111nvo: bz pref. DNONE TT fe ha 1vVC bee: done, bt by corrupt 
; me en of intcnfi 11 oO Cr uUD: the books 2 which were not 


nece<Larv , if tiacy were not principall reziſters. 

_ [ 1, Inthe APembly 15$6. TheC hurch complained 
upon theC!:ancelour hisre:cn on of th-1r © egiſters, 8& defired 
they might be delivered ro their Clerk, which 2ccordingly 
was do! " 25a memorandum b-fore the bein! ag of thejfir(t 
b: 1K W ring rueTrP * as eric of r heſc foure bocks to aſter 
Fames '\ thy , Ulerk, pre op! tet hz whichclearly evinceth 
that theſe fone br oks ar: the 'epiſte:s of the Afſcmbly. 

X i V. Tac laid fifth book and erear-it Volume » 1s alſo 
mark-d gn the margine, with the band writ of the ſaid Maſter 
Fame: aiho (which1scogroced) who wa Oy ro 
peru the bo: ks of the Aﬀen bly as (aidis, and would nor 
have miiyincd the {ame by vere of tha” command, n or 
extracted tie general acts our of it, if 1t were not anappro-« 
bation thereof. as an aurhenrick and fan.ous book. 

XN V. The fail fiith Volume doth agree with the other 
foure books - 10 all v hich is ex'artinihem, and marke:th 
the bI:nks , winch are lacerate :nd Tiven out of the lame; 
and compl-t-thail whats] chiyintem. 

XV" Inthe bock of Li ct; l - pertaining to Maſter 
tames Carmichel , (ub{cribed by himſelf, and Maſter ' ames 
Richie, tivic are ſundry acis end pul'azesquorted out of the 
{v1a fifth great Volume, ſug, It's winen in fuca 2 page 
of the book of Aflembly, winch azreeth in ſubject and 
quo::a*tons with the fai i Ff hbook , and cannot agree with 
any oih:r; ſotia! M aſter ! ' ames © armichel -:viler cf the Al- 
ſembly books , by their c@mmanc , wo1d not alle.'pge rhax_ 
book , nor denominarte the (lame a book of rhe Aſſembl , If 


it were not an authentick famous buok, XVII, 
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X VIT. Though the corrupt nature of man hath been 
tempted to falſihe particularevidents, yerit hath never been 
heard that any whole regiſter hath ever bcen counterfeited ; 


net:her can itbze preſupponed thar any will arrempr that high | 


wickednefſe, ſeeing the inducements anſwerable to thar 
crime , can hardly be preſuppoſed. 

A VIIE Iris certain, and notour to all theſe who are 
Intruſted with the keeping of rhe publick records of the 
Kingdome, that the faine .zre never {ublcribed by the 
Clerk , but only w:itten and filled np by ſervants, and 
moit frequently by unkno +n hands , yet they and the ex- 
tracts thereof make publick futh , and rhe ſame are uncon- 
trovertedly authentick regiiters; and when th2 mott publick 
reziſters of the Kingdom: ihall b2 (yen, and comoared wich 
theſe regilters of the Aflemvly , itfhill be found that theſe 
other reytiiters of the mot {ovcratgn? judicatories ever un= 
ſublcrived are more incorrect, of:ner margin:d, ſcored, 
and 1nteriin:d, mide v2 by grearer diverfi:ie of unknown 
hand - w:iits, than theſe books of rhe Aflembly , which by 
{pecial providence are prelerved fo intire , that in the 
Judgemen: of a1y man acqunainred with regi{tz1s, they will 
manifeſtiv appear ar the very ight to be true, famous, and 
authentick. | , 

X 1X. The fam? and credir of anciznr regiters 1n this 
Kingdomes is{o much reverect oy , rharit any extract be 
different or difconforme trom the roputter , char excract al- 
beit ſubſcri +2d by the perſon wio for the ume had been of 
oxeateſt eminence in the rrult of regiſters, will berectified , 
conforyi? to the regiiter, an bave no torce, fo far as it de- 
bord=th there-t:om 3 altriouga the regiters be written with 


—_— —  — —— CE —— _ — — — 


an ob{cure , unknown hand , and unlubicribed, 


_—_—_— — 


AQ Se. 12. December fourth. 
The ſix late pretended Aſiemblies condemned. 


Nenrt the report of the Committie, for trying the fix laſt 
Minded Aflembl:es: They producedin writ {undne 
reaſons , Clearing the unlawfulneſle and nulluie of theſe Aſ- 
| ſemblics 
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ſemblics : which were confirmed by the regiſters of the AC- 
ſemvly, the books of Presbyteries , rhe Kings Majelties 
own letters , and by the teltimonie of divers old reverend 
I\nifters , ſtanding up in the Afﬀembly , and verifying 
the cruch cnereof. The Afſembly with cNg univerſall conſent 
of 21l,after rhe (ſerious examinarion of the rea{ons againſt eve- 
xy onc of theſe ſix pretended Atlemblies apart , being ofcen 
wgedby the Moaeratour ,to intorm* themſelves throughly , 
that withour doubting, and with a full perſwaſion of mindey 
they might. give their voic's , declared all rheſe fix Aſſem- 
bltes of Linlithgow 1606. and 1608, Glaſgow 1610. Aberdeen 
161G, St. Andrews 1617+ Perth. 1618. And every one of them 
to have been from the beginning unfree, unlawfull, and 
null Aftemblics, and never ro have had, nor hereafter ro 
have any IEcclevaſticall authoritie , and their concluſions to 
have bzen » and ryb2e of no force, vigour , nor efficacie : 
Protubited all defence and oblervance of them, and ordain- 
ed the reaſons of their nullitie ro be inſert in the books ot the 
Aſſembly : Whereofthe tennour follaweth. | 


CA” "Ns on 
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Reaſons annulling the pretended® 
Aſſembly , holden at Lialitagaw. 1606, -*. 


Rom the indiftion of it. Tt was indicted the third of 

December , to bee kept the tenth of Decemb.r. And lo 
ther! Wis no time given tothe Presbyteries, far diſtant, 
neither for; election of Commiilioners nor for preparation 
to thole who were to be (enr in Commiitſion. The ſhorts 
nef{e of che rim? of the ind:&tion is proved by the Presbyte= 
rie books of Edmburgh , Perth , and Hadingtonn , &C. 

IH. rromrthe waut of alawfull call:ng , rotheſe who went 
to that meeting , ſeeing they were not at all elected by their 
Presbyte:1es , but were injoyned to come by the Kings let- 
ters. k his alſo is proved by the foreſaids books of the Pres- 
byterics, and by his Majeſties letters. 

IH. From the nature of thatmecting , which was only a 
private meeting, or convention, for conſultation to be 
taken by ſome perſons of ſundry eſtates written for , as 'the+ 
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Kings letters and the Presbyterie books doacknow!edge, 

[V. From the power of th-ſe minilters who were preſent 
Their Piesbyreries did limitare them: Firit , Thar they 
ſhould give no ſufrages in that meeting as a generall Aſſem.- 
bly, Secondly , Uhar they fazree to noching that may any 
wayes be prejudiciall ro the acts of the general} Aflemblies, 
or tothe eſtabliſhed diic1piine of the Kirke Thirdly, Thar 
they ſhould not agree to reſolve or conclude any ,quettion , 
article, or mater whatſoe.er, the deciſion whereof is per- 
rinent » and jroper to a tree general} Aſſembly, Fourthly , 
I fany thing be concluded contrary thereunto, that they pro- 

eſt againit it: Theſe limications are clear by the Presby- 
teri: books. 

V. The atsof this meetins were not inſert in the book 
of Allembles, as1s evident b- the regiſter. 

VI. The nex: pretended Afﬀembly ar Linkehgow , 1605, 
doth acknowl:dye the Afembly , Whereof Maſter Patrick 
Galloway was Mod-ratour , to bave bzen the laſt immediare 
Aflembiy , preceding iteife : and that Aﬀembly whereof 
he was moderatour , was the Aficmbly holden at Haly rood- 
bouſe, 1682. So they didnot acknowledge that n e-tiy at 
Linithgow , 1606. for any Aﬀewb:y ar all. This 1s clear 
by _—O”_ of the Aﬀembly, 160$, 1n tie. entrie 
thereof, 


— —_— 


Reaſons for annulling the pretended 
Aſſembly as Linhithgow , 1608, 


| Anie of tie vorers in that pretended Aſembly had 

no lawall commiſtion f.om the Kirk, rowit, 42, 
Noble men, officers of eſtate, co-'n'el'onrs, and Barrons, 
ali'o the Biſhops, contrare to the act ol Dundie, 1597. And 
one of their cave-ts. The Noble mzn, were as commiſii- 


oners from th2 King, th Biſhops had no commiſſion art all 
from the Presbyte:ies , for every Presbyte:12 out of which 
they came , had their full number of Commiſſioners beſide 
them , as the regiſter of the Aﬀlembly beareth. 


11. In 


lc Kt RS. ml SS az £2 


p23 ps 


"7 


eAſembly , 1638. I1 


H. In 1 lawfull Aſſembly there ſhould be none bur Com- 
miſſioners from Presbyteries , Burghs , and Uniyerfittes , | 
and but three mini ters at moſt , with one Elder, Commil- 
foners F. om every Presbyrerie , according to the act made . 
or Dundie , 1597. Bur in that pretended Allembly , there 
wore foure miniſters from tne (everall Presbyreries , of E- 
dinburgh , and Cowper , tive from the Presvyrerie of Aroroth , 
1s the roll of the {aid pretended Aﬀembly bearech , where: s 
che:te Were no rung Elders fene from Presbyteries, aC- 
cording tothe book of polici- and act of Dundie- 


—— — 
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Reaſons for annulling the pretended 
Aſcembly at Glaſgow. 1610. 


| He Comm ſon of the pretended Commiſſioners to 
1 tht meeting was null, x, Becauſe theeleCtion of them 
was not free, (eering they were nominate by the Kings Let- 
te'$, as the Preshyrerie books of Edinburgh , Perth, and 
Hadingtoun declare. Ardihe Biſhop ot St. Andrews in his 
letter to {ume Presbyreries. required them to ſend ſuch 
cormmili.oncrs as the King had nominate: affuring them , 
tat none ot.:cr would be accepted. This the Eishops let= 
reriegi'trat in the Yresbyterie books of Hadingtoun dorh 
cl:are. 2. And whereas there were no ruling t 1ders {ent 
from the Presbyreries to that prexended Aﬀembly , as the 
roll of Commiltioners ſheweth ; yer there were moe mini. 
ſters from 'undrie (cverall P:esbyreries then three, as five 
from Brechen , five ſrom Arbroath , five from Kirkeubright , 
ſeven fron the Presþytery ot Argy/ , toure from the Presby- 
 terie of Cowper , foure from Liniathgow , toure t10m Paſley , 
foure from Hammileen, foure trom Drumfress , foure trom 
Dunkell: asth- regi.ter of chat Aſlembly beareth. 
I. i here whcre thirtie voters of Noble men and Parrons, 
beſide the pretended Biſhops , who had no commiſſion from 
any Presb;rerie. In the fourth Sesfion of this pretended Aſ- 


{embly it 1s plainly ſaid » Tthatthe Noble men and Barrons 
Came to it by the Kings direction. ; 
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II. The voting of the commisfioners was nor free : for 
by the Kings Letter tothe Aﬀlembly they were threatned , 
andir was declared that their conſent was not nezdfull to any 
att ro be made there : The King might doe ir by his own 
power , yetthey were allured to vote by a promiſe that their 
good ſeryicein lo doing ſhould be remembred and rewarded 
thereafter. 

iV. Theprincipall atts which were made; were ſet down 
verbatim in the priuie conference , which chiefly conſiſted of 
the Kings Commisfioners and pretended Biſhops, and only 
read to be ratified in the Aſſembly. 

V. Sundrie miniſters then preſent, doe now declare , that 
they knew the miniſters who voted the wrong way , to have 
reccived cheir preſent reward , and that money was largely 
dealt unto them. 


| ——_—— eG 


Reaſons for annulling the pretended 
Afembly at Aberdene. 1616. 


L her2 was noeletion of a Moderatour : but that place 
uſurped by the pretended B ſhop of Saint Andrews , as 
the Kegifler beareth. 


II. Che indiction of that pretended Afſ:mbly was but 
twentie dayes before the holding of it : ſo thar the Presbyte- 
ries and burghes could not b- prepared for ſending their 
commisfioners 2 which cauſed the abſence of many Presby- 
teries and fourtic foure Burghcs, 

HI. There were twentic five noble-men , and gentle- 
men voters without commisfton f: om rhe Kirk. Ma. William 
Struthers vored for the Presbyterie of Edinburgh , yer had no 
commisſion th-re-from - The commustion veing given by 
that Presbyrteric to other three, as the ſaid Commishon re- 
giſtrat in the books of the Prevbytery beareth, And whereas 
th&ec ſhould be but one Commisſioner from every burgh , 
except Edinburgh , to the Aſſembly ; at this pretended Af- 
ſembly , there were two Commisfioners from Glaſgow > two 
from Cowper  rwo from St. Andrews : whereas there were no 
ruling Elders having coggmisfion from their Presbyteries at 
that Aſſembly, IV. 
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I V. When the aCts of that prerended aſſembly were writ- 
ten, the Biſhop of St. Andrews with his own hand did jnter- 
line , adde , change , vitiate , dirett eo be extratted or not 
extracted , as he pleaſed! as the {crolls themſelves ſeen, doe 
ſhow ; wherefore the Clerk did not regiſtrat the aCts of that 
Aſſembly , in the books of Aſſemblies , as may be eaſily ſeen 
by the blank in rhe regiſter left for them remaining 
unfilled. 


L—_————————_ 


The #ullitie of the pretended Afoem- 
bly at Saint Andrews. 1617. 


I. Tx is no mention of it in the regiſter of the Aſſeme 
4 blies, and ſo no warrand for;their Commisſions; their 
Moderatour or Clerk. 

H. The indiCtion of it was ſo unformall; that as the ſcroll 
declareth , a great part of the Commisftoners from Synods , 
Burrows , nd gentle-men , would not be preſent. 

ILI. The Kings Majeſtic in his lerter to Perths Aſſembly, 
acknowledgeth it was burta meeting, wherein diſgrace was 
offered to his Majeftie. | 

I'V. The former corruptions of the foure preceding A(- 
ſemblies had their confluence in this and the ſubſequent Aſs 
{embly. 


—_—— 


Reaſons for aunulling the pretended 
Aſſembly, holden at Perth, 1618. 


I. NE. n Aſſembly was indied but rwentie dayes before 
the holding of it : and all parties requifit received 

not advertiſement, as appeareth by their abſence . The 
untimous indicting of it , 1s cleared by Pregbyteric 
books. on 
Il. There was no eleQion of the Moderatour z as was a&- 
bangs to be in lawfull Aſſemblies; The regiſter cleareth 
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. HH. No formall election of cheir new Clerk. 

III. There were five wh: le Droc:es abſent, viz. Or. 
knay , Cathnes, Roſſe, Argyll, and Iſles : and many Presby- 
terieshad no Con:miſlioners there, as the regilter of rhat 
pretended Afembly beareth. 

V. There we:te ninercen noblemen and Barrons , eleven 
Biſhops » rhat had no Commiſion from the Kirk, Where 
as the aCt for conſtitution of Aferrblies , ord:inerh every 
Burgh to bave but one Commi'toner > except Edinbur , 
wiich may have two ( Attat Dundie 1557) yetin that yre- 


had two, Glaſgow hail two, 2nd St. Andrews had rwo : Of 
the Burghes there were thir'ie fix abſent: And for ruling 
Eiders, there were nonear all with commiſſion from th-ir 
Presbyterics. Alltheſe things are clcared by the records of 
that prerended Sflembllte. 

VI. The Commifhoners from ſome Presbyteries excce- 
ded their number > preſcribed tn the att ar Dundie, 1597. 
tor the Presbyrerie of Arbroth were foure Commiſlioners.and 
toure forthe Pre:byteric of Auzbrer ardour : Befide rhele that 
were heard to vor, havirg no commiliccn:rall, and fore 
who had commiſtion were rejected, and were not enrolicd, 
bu” others pur in thei: place wi-hout commiſſion. 

VII: Thepretended Biſhops did practiſe ſome of thear- 
riclesto be concluded there, before the pretended Aficm- 
bly,in 7 dinburgh, Se. Andrews and other cathedral Church's, 
by keeping feſtival dyes, kneeling at ye Comrunene ih $ 
their voices were prejudged by their practiſe of rheſe 3r 1Ci $ 
before condemned by the Kirk , and therefore they ſhould 
have Þ2en ſecluded from voicing. 

V IH). In ll lawful Aﬀdemblies, the voicing ſhould be 


voicing forthe voicers were tt.reatned to voice affirmative, 
under no leffe pain nor the wrath of authoritie , unpriſon- 
ment, baniſhment , deprivation of miniſters, and utter 
ſubverſion of the ſtate : Yea, it was plainly profefled , that 


of many honeſt old reyerend Brathren of the miniſtery no 
preſent. , [ 


tended Aſembly , Perthhadtiree Commiſſioners , Dundie, | 


free: Bur in this pretended Afſ-mbly there were no-free. 


neither reaſoning , nor the number of, voices ſhould carie, 
the matter away : Which is qualified by the declarations 
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I'X. In 2 lawful Aſemblics the grounds of proceeding 
we'e, arduſedrobe, theword of God . rhe confeſſion of 
Faith , 2nd a&#sof former general Aſemblics. Burin this 
at prete nded *ff nbly X rhe ground jof cheir proceeding in 

voicing.was the Rinos commndment only: For ſothe que« 
-n | fiion was ſtared: Whether the five articles . mrefpeR of his M 4- 
re jeſties commandement , shoull paſie m a, or net: As the re- 
ry cords of chatpre:ended Altembly beareth. Where IT 15des 
>, clared , that for the reverence and reſpe& which they bear 
2- | uyto bis Myjeſties Royal commandemet:ts , they did agree 
e, | tothe f reſaids articles, 
y X. Many other reaſons verifying the nullitic of all theſe 
'o Aſſemblies, were ſhowen and proven before the Aſſembly, 
ir | Which ncedeth nor here tobe inſert, | 


df _ —— —————n— nm — 
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, Act. Seſſ. 13, December 5., 16:8. - 

d Againſt the unlawfull oaths of intrants. 

it 

e He fix Aſſ:zmblies immediately precceirg, for moſt 

'3 'uſt and we'glte reaſons above-ſ; ec ified, being found to 
be unlawtul , and null from the beginnivg: The & flembly 

- | declaret') theoathes and ſubſcri>tions exacted by the Pre- 

-K| laces of the intranrs in the miniſterie all this r'me by palt 


s, | ( as withour 5nv precext of warrand from the Kirk, ſo for 
$H obedience of the acts of theſe null AJſemblics, 2nd contrare 
$E tothe ancient ard 1-ud-bl- conſtirurions of chis Kirk, which 
dj n=ver have been nor can be lawfully repealled » bur mult 

{tand in force) to be unlawful, and no way obligatorie. 
ef 'And in hike manner declareth , rhar the nower of Presby- 
ef teries. and f provincial and general Aſſemblies, hath been 
?, | unjuſtly ſuppreſſed, bur never lawfully abrogate, Arid there» 
- | fore that it ha:h'been moſt lawful unro them, not withſtand- 
Ing any point unjuſtlyobjeCted by thePrela-s rothe contrare, 
toadmic, ſuſpend ,or derive miniſters, reſpev8wirhin their 
bounds, upon relevant complaines ſufficiently proven 5 to 
chooſe their own Moderatours , and to execute all. the 
parts 
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parts of eccleſiaſtical jurisdiftion according to their own li- 
mits appointed them by the Kirk, 


——— 
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Act Sefl. 14. December 6. 1638. 


an”) the Service - buok, Book of Canons, 
Book of Ordination, and the high 
Commiſſion . 


I, THe Aſſembly having diligently conſidered the Book of 
common prayer, lately obtraded upon the reformed 
Kirk within this Realme, both in reſpect of the manner of |} | 
theintroducing thereof, andin reſpect of rhe matter which | 1 
1t containeth , findeth that 1t hath been deviſed and brought | \ 
in by the pretended Prelats, without direction from the || « 
Kirk; and presſed upon miniſters without warrand fromthe || 1 
Kirk, tobe univerſally received as the only forme of divine || 
lervice under fall higheſt paines , -both civill and eccleſia- |} t 
ſticall, and the book it ſelf, beſide the popich frame and I t 
forms inſdivine worſhip, to containe many popzsherrours and | t| 
ceremonies, and the {eeds of manifold and grosſe {uperſtiti®= F 1 
on and idolatrie. The Asſembly therefore all in one voice, | p 
' hath rejected, and condemned and by theſe preſents doth re= || h 
ject and condemne the {aid book ,*not only as 1llegally in- | b 
troduced, butalſo as repugnant to the doctrine, diſcipline I} it 
and order of this reformed Kirk , to the Confesfton of 
Faith, conſtitutions of genera!l Aſſemblies, and acts of Par- I} fc 
liament eſtabliſhing the rrue Religion ; and doth prohibite Þ}} e 
the uſe and practiſe thereof: and ordaine-Presbyteries to | fe 
proceed with the cenſure of the Kirk againſt all ſuch as ſhali | di 
tranſpgreſle, Se 
TI. The Afemblyalſo, taking ro their conſideration the | bl 
book of Canons , and the manner how it hath beenintro= Þ bt 
duced , findeth that it hath been deviſed by the pretended | th 
Prelats, without warrand or direction from the gene= ff th 
rall Aſſembly ; and'to eſtabliſh a tyrannicall powerin the Þ ke 
perſons of the pretended Biſhops, over the worſhip of vo 
God, mens conſciences , libertics and goods , and to} fe: 
overthrow the whole diſcipline and government ofthe genes 3 fu 
hook. Mom eahgs | - jr | 


& 
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Aſſembly , 1638. 15 
rall and Synadall Asſemblies., Presbvteries , and Seshons 
formerly eſtabliſhed 1n our Kirk. 

Therefore the Aﬀembly 211 in one voice hath rejeted ane 

condemned,and by theſe preſenrs doth rezet and condemne 
the (aid book, as contrare ro the confeſſion of our Faith, 
and repugnant to the eſtabliſhed government, the book of 
Diſcipline, and the acts and conſtitutions of our Kirk: pro- 
hibits the uſe and pratiſe of the ſame ; and ordains Presby- 
rerics to, proceed with the cenſure of the Kirk againſt all 
ſuch as ſhall cranſgreſfle. | 

I TI, The Afembly having conſidered the book of confes 

cration and ordination, findeth it to have been framed by 
the Prelats , ro have been introduced and practiſed without 
warrand of authority, either civill or eccleſiaſticall : ard 
char it eſtablyſheth offices in Gods houſe » which are not war- 
randed by the word of God , and are repugnant to the Diſci- 
pline, and conſtitutions of our Kirk, tharit is an impediment 
to theentrie of fir and worthic men ro the miniſtery , and ts 
the diſcharge of their dutie after rheir entrie z conforme 7s 
the diſcipline of our Kirk. Therefore the Aſſembly all 
in one voice. hath rejected and condemned , and by theſe 
preſents doe reject and condemne the {aid book ; and pro- 
hibits the uſe and practiſe of the ſame 2 And. ordaines Pres- 
byterics to proceed withthe cenſure of the Kirk againſt all 
ſuch as ſhall cransgreſle; 

IV. The generall Afﬀembly, after due tryall , having 
found that the Courtof high Commisfon , hath beenerett- 
ed withoutthe conſent or procurement of the Kirk, or con 
ſent of the Eſtates 1g Parliament, that it ſubverteth the juris* 
diction and ordinarie judicatories and Aſſemblies of theKirk* 
Sesfions , Pretbyteries , provinciall and nationall Aſſemed 
blies , thar it is not regtlate by lawes civill or ecclefiaſticall, 
burat the diſcretion and arbitrement of the Commaigſoners ; 
that 1t giveth to ecclefiaſticall perſdrs, the power of both 
the ſwords, andtoperſons meerly civill, the power of the 
keysand Kirk cenſures : Therefore the Aſſembly all in one 


voice, hath diſallowed and condemned, and by theſe pre- 
ſents doth diſallow and condemne the ſaid court , as unlaw 


| fl ivis (elfe; and prejudicial ro whg liberyes of Chriſt- 
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Kirk and Kingdome, the Kings henour in maintaining the 
eſtabliſhed lawes and judicatories of the Kirk 3 and probi- 
bits the uſe and prattiſe of the ſame ; and ogy 
ries to proceed wich the ceaſures of theKirk, againſt all ſuch 
as ſhall tranſgresſe. 

After the ſerious diſcuſiing of the ſever all Proceſſes , in many Seſſi* 
ons, from Sefſ. 14. ( which are in the Clerks hands , and 
needeth nt here tobe inſert \ thefollowing ſentences were ſo- 
demmly pronouuced after Sermon by the Moderatour , in the 4ſ- 
Sembly of Giaſgow , Seſſ. 20. December 13. 1638. 


Cen ccm—— _— R— 


Sentence of depoſition and excommunicat? 
8#gainſt Mr. John Spottiswood , pretended Archbithop 
of St. Andrews; Mr. Patrik Lindlay, pretended Arch- 
bichop of Glaſgow : Mr. David Lindſay, pretended 
Bishop of Edinburgh: Afr. Thomas Sidferfe , pres 

tended Bichop of Galloway : Ay. John Maxwell , 

pretended Bichop of Rofle : Ar. Walter 
Whyt-foord , pretended Bishop 
of Brechen. 


T** general Aſſembly , kaving heard the libels and com- 

laints, givenin againſt the foreſaids pretended Biſhops 
to the Presbyteric of Edmbuygh , and ſundry other Presby= 
rezies within their pretended Dyecies, and by the aids 
Presbyreries referred tothe Aﬀſembly , robe tryed : The 
faids pretended Biſhops being lawfully cited , eſten=times 
called, and their Procutour DoJour Robere Hammilteun, and 
nor compearing , but declining and proteſting againſt rhis 
Aſſembly , as 1s evideot by their declinatour , and prote= 
ſtation given in by the ſaid DoBour Robert Hammiltoun miniſter 


at Glasford , which by the aGts of Aſſembly is cenſurableÞ 


with ſummar excommunication : © Entered in conſideration 


of the ſaid declinatour , and finding the ſame not to be re 
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levant, but on the contrareto bea diſplayed banuer againſt, 
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Aſſembly, 1683. 19 
the ſerled order and government of this Kirk, to be fraught- 
ed with inſolent and diſgainful ſpeeches , lies and calum= 
nies againſt the lawful members of this Asſembly , pro- 
ceeded to the cognition of the ſaids compiaints , and libels 
againſt them; and finding them guiltie of the breach of the 
cautions , agreed upon in the”Asſembly hotden at Montroſe , 
Anno 1600. for reltrifting of the miniſter yoter 1n Parlia« 
ment, fromincroaching upon the liberties and juriigiction 
of this Kirk, which was {et down with certification of de- 
polition, infamie , and excommunication , ſpecially tos 
receiving of conſecration to the office of Epiſcopacie ,. con- 
demned by the confeſſion of Faith , and aCts of this Kirk, as 


' having no warrand, nor foundament inthe word of God, 


and by vertue of this uſurped power , and power of the high 
Commiliion , preiling the Kuk with novations in the wor- 
ſhip of God, and for ſundrie other haynous offences, and 
enormities , ar length expresſed , and clearly proven 1n 
their procesſe » and for their refuſal to underly the tryal of 
the reigning flander of ſundrie other grosſe tranſgrefiions 
and crymgs Jaid to their charge: Therefore the Asfembly 
moved with zeal to the glorie of God » and purging of his 
Kirk , hath ordained the ſaids pretended Biſhops ro be de- 
poſed, and by theſe preſents doth depoſe them , not only 
of the office of Commiliionaric to vote in Parliament, Coun- ' 
ce], or Conyention in name of the Kitk, but alſo of all 


_ functions whether of pretended Epiſcopal os miniſterial cal- > 


ling, declareth them infamous. And likewiſe ordaineth 

the ſaids pretended Biſhops to be excommunicate , and de* 

clared ro be of theſe whom Chrift commanderh to be holden 
by all and every one of the faithful as ethnicks , and publi= 
canes3 and the ſentence of excommunication to be pro- 
nounced by Mr Alexander Henderſon , Moderatour in face of 
the Asſembly inthe high Kirk of Glaſgow: and the exeCution 
of the ſentence to bee intimat in all the Kirks of Scotland by 
the Paſtours of every particular congregation , 2s they will 


; beanſwerable to their Presbyteries and >ynods - or the next 
$- gcacral Asſembly , in caſeof the negligence of Presbyre= 
nes and Synods . 1 


' 
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Sentence of depoſition and excommunication 
againſt Mr, Adam Ballantyne, pretended Bishop of 
Aberdeen, and Mr. lames Wedderburn 
pretended Bishop of Dumblane. 

'THe 6eneral! Acſembly, having heard the lvbels and coma 
plainrs given 1n againtt the foreſaids pretended Bi-tors, 

of Ab.rdeen, and Dumblane, to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, Þ — 
and fundry Presbyteries within their pretended D. octes, 

and by the ſaids Presbyreries referred ro this Asſembly to be $ 

tryed : The (aids pretended Biſhops beizg lawfully cir2d, BG 
ofren-times called , and nor compearing , proceeded to the 
cognition of the complainrsand lybel: againſt them , 2nd fin« 
ding them guilte of the breach of the cautions, agreed upon 
inthe Asſembly holden at Montroſe, Anno t 6004 for reſtrit- 
ing the miniſter voter in Parliament, from encroaching upon 
the liberties and juri{diftions of this Kirk » which was ſet 

down with certificaiion of depoſition , infamie and excom- ] 
municarion,ſpeciallyfor receiving of conſecrationto theoffic 

of Epiſcopacte , condemned by the confesfion of Faith, andſ©* 


ads of this Kirk, as having no warrand nor foundament inff * 
the word of God , and by vertue of this uſurped power,and be 


power of the high Commugſion , presfing the Kitk with nc 
* vations in the worshipof Ggd, and for ſundry other bayno b 
offences and enormitice , "and length cxpresſed, and clear ,; 
proven in their Procesſe, and for their retuſall to under] 
the tryall of the reigning ſlander of ſundry other grosfe trauk c 
gres1ons and offences laid to their charge : Therefore rhe K 
asſembly moved with zeal to the glorie of God , and purg| 


ofthe Kirk, hath ordained the {aids pretended Biſhops to þ 
depoſed , and by theſe preſents doth depoſe them not only << 
of the office of Commisſionary to vor in Parliament , Cou i” 


cell, orCenvention', in name of the Kirk , butalſo of al 
funttions , whether of pretended Epiſcopall or miniſteria 
calling, declareth them infamous : and likewiſe ordains th 


{aids pretended Biſhops to bs excommunicate, and declatt 
ro be of thels whom Gucit commanges to be holden by 8 


pe 
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and every one ofthe faithfull as Echnicksand Publcans; and 
the ſentence of excommunication to be pronounced by Mr. 
> | Alexander Henderſon Moderatour » in face of the Asſembly . 
after Sermon , 1n the high Kirk of Glaſgow : and that the ex- 
ecution of the ſentencebe intimar in all the Kirks within this 


Realme, by the Paftours of every particular congregation z 
as they will be aniwerable ro their Presbyrteries and Synods 
or the next generall Asſcmbly » in caſc of the negligence of 


" Presbytertes and Synods. 
F 
L- —_— _ a. 


ell Sentence of depoſition againſt Maſter John 
d, | Guthry pretended Bishop of Murray : Hr. lohn Gra» 
nef# hame pretended » Bishop of Orknay , Ar, lames 
"|. Fairlic, pretended Bishop of Lilmoir : Cr, 

&. Neil Cambell, pretended Bishod 

on of lles. 


a. JH: generall Aſſembly haviag heard the lybels znd come 
'® plainrs given 1a azainſt the foreſaids pretended Biſhops , 
tore Presbyterie of Edinburgh, and ſundrie Presbyreries 
within their Dy ocies, and by be ſaids Presbyteries referred 
na fo this Aſſembly to bee tryed : the ſaids pretended Bithops 
being lawfully cited , of:en-rimes called , and not compea- 
ring , procceded to the cognition of the complaints and ly-+ 
bels againſt chem ; and finding them guiltie of the breach of 
1g £2 cautions agreed upon in the Aſſembly ar Montroſe , Anne 
F. 1600. for reſtricting of the miniſter , veter in Parliament , 
JI from introaching upon the liberties and Juriſdictions of this 

Kirk, which was (et down with certification of depoſition » 
' 14 1nfamie and excomraunication ; and eſpecially for receiving 
conſecration to the office oi Epiſcopacie condemned by the 
contesfion of Faith , and aCts of this Kirk , as having no 
warrand nor foundament inthe word of God, and by vertue 
of this uſurped power , and power of the high commisfion , 
AF presſing the Kirk with novations in the worship of God ; 
and for their refuſall to underly the tryall of the reigning 
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Jaid ro thetr charge : [Therefore the Asſembly, moved with * 
zeal to th= glorie of God, and purging of this Kirk, ordaines 
the ſaids prerended Bishops, to bze<effid{ed » and by ] 
theſe preſents doth depoſe them , not onlF of the office of 
commisſfonaric, to vote in Parlizment, Councel » or con- 
yention in name of the Kirk: butaltio of all functions, 
ltr ta-rwinainer of pretended .Epiſcopall, or miniſteriall calling: | * 
And likewiſe in caſe rhey acknowledge nor this Asſem- 
bly , reverence not the conſtituttons thereof, and obey: 
nor the ſent2nce, and make not their repentance, cons» 
fo:me to the order preſcrived by this Asſembly , ordaines 
them to be, excommunicared , and declared ro bee of 
theſe whom Chriſt commandeth to be holden by all and 
every one of the faithfull as Ethnicks and Publicaness and 
the ſentence of excommunicaion to be pronounced uyon 
their refuſall , in the Kirksappointed, by any of theſe who 
are particuarly named » to bave the Charge of trying their 
TEpentance or impenitencie, and thatthe execution of this h 
ſ-nrence bee intimate in all the Kirks within this Realme by 


thz Paſtours of every particular Congregation , as they will A 
beanſ{werable ro their P:i-sbyreries and Synods,' orthe next " 
generall Asſembly, in eaſc of negligence of the Presbyteriesf | 
and Synods. | þ 
ws O! 

. . =. al 

Sentence of depoſition againſt Maiſter Alexanef at 
der Lindlay pretended Bishop of Dunkell. v1 


"Je g-nerall Asſembly having heard the complaintandy] re 
lybel given in againſt Mr. Alexander Lindeſay pretended} ie 
Biſhop of Punke#, ro the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and ſune 
dry Presbyteries of his pretended Dyocie , and by the Pres- be 
byteries referred ro this Asſembly to be tryed : The (aid £* 
pretended Bishop being lawfully cited , often-rimes called; an 
& ot comptaring; but by a letter of excuſe ſubmitting him» 
ſelf to the Asſemely, proceeded to the cognition of rhe 
complaint and lybell it ſelfe againſt him , and finding him 
guiltie ofthe þxeach of the-cautions agreed upon Jerks - 
- —= ſembly 


Aſſembly, 1638. 23 
ſembly holden at Moneroſe, Anno 1600, for — the 
miniſter i voter in parliament, from encroaching upon the 
liberties and;juriſdiftions of this Kirk, which was ſet down 
with certification of depoſition, infamie and excommunie 
cation , eſpecially for rece1ving conſecration to the office of 
Epiſcopacte condemned by the confeſsion of Faith , and . 
as of this Kirk , as having no warrand nor foundament ja 
the word of God, and by vertue of this uſurped power, and 
power of the high Cemmisfton , presſing the Kirk with no- 
vations in the worſhip of God : Therefore the Asſemb 
moved with zeal to the glory of God, and purging of thys 
Kirk, hath ordained the faid Mr Alexander to bee depoſed, 
and by theſe preſents depoſeth .him, from the pretended 
Epiſcopall function , and from the office of commisſionarie 
ro vote 1n Parliament, Councel or Convention in name of the 
Kirk and doth fuſpend him from all miniſteriall funRion $ 
and provicing he acknowledge this Asſembly , reverence 
the conſtitutions ofit , atd obey this ſentence, and make 
his repentance conferme to the order preſcribed , continy- 
eth him in the miniſtrie of St. Medoze; And likewiſe , ifhe 
acknowledge not this Asſembly , reverence not the conſti- 
rutions of it» and obey not the ſentence, and make his re- 
rugges » conforme to the order preſcribed by this Asſem- 

ly, ordains him to be excommunicat, and declared to bee 
one of thoſe whom Chriſt commandeth to bee holden by all 
and every one of the faithfull asan Ethnick and Publicane, 
and the ſentence of excommunication to be pronounced 
upon his refuſall ,-in the Kirks appointed, by one of theſe = 


 whoareparticularly named, to have the charge of trying his 


repentance or impenitencie ,, and that the execmion of this 
ſentence be intimate inall the Kirks within this Realme » by 
the Paſtours ef every particular congregation , as they will - 
be anſwerable to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next 
generall ASſembly, in caſe of the negligence of Presbyrteriess 
and Synods 


Aeowwm. —— 
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Sentence of depoſition againſt Maſter Tohn 
| Abernethie pretended Bishop of Cathnes. 


8 Bak genecrall Asſembly having heard the lybell and Come 
plaint given in againſt Mr, Tohn A bernetihe pretended Bis- 
hop of Cathnes to. the Presbytery of Edinburgh , and (ſundry 
Presbyterics within his Dyocie : And by the aids Presby- 
feries, referred to this Asſcmbly to be tryed : The aid 
prerended Biſhop being lawfully cited , ofren=times called, 
and not compearing , but by his letter of excuſe upon his 
ficknesſs, proce2ded to the cognition of the complaint and 
1ybell ir ſelfe ayainſt him , and finding him guiltie of the 
| breach of the cautions, agreed upon inthe Asſembly holden 
at Montroſe, Anno 1600. for reſtrifting the miniſter yoter in 
Parliament , trom encroaching upon the hverties and juriſ. 
dictions of this Kirk , which was ſet down with certifica. 
tion of depoſition , infamie and excommunicarton, ſpect. 
ally for receiving conſecraticn to the oftice of Epiſcopacie, 
condemned by the confesſion of Faith, and aAts of this Kirk 
as having no warrand nor foundament in the word of God, 
and by vertue uſurped power , and power of the high 
- Commis60n presſing rhe Kirk with novations in the worshi 
" of God : Therefore the asſembly moyed with zeal to the 
gloric of God, and purging of this Kirk, hath ordaineth the 
{aid Mr. Johnto be depoſed, and by thele preſenrs depoſeth 
him from the pretended Epiſcopall function , and from the 
office of Commisſionary to vore in Parliament Councel , or 
convention, in name ofthe Kirk , and doth ſuſpend him 
| from the miniſteriall function. And providing he acknows- 
ledge this Asſembly , reverence the conſtitutions of it , and 
obey the ſentence, and make his repentance conform 
ro the order preſcribed by this Asſembly, will admit him 
- to the miniſterie af a particular flok: and hikewiſe, in- 
Caſe he acknowledge not this Asſembly, reverence ne 
the conſtitutions of it» and make his repentance confors 
me to the order preſcribed by this Asſembly., ordains hin 
ro be gxcommunicate, and declared to be one of theſe _ 1 
Po w—_— YM tif 
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Chriſt commanderh ro be holden by all and every one of 
the faithfall as an Ernick and Publicane : and the ſen+ 
rence of excommunication to be pronounced up en his 
refuſall 1n the Kirks appointed, by one of theſe who 
are particularly named to have this Charge oi trying his repen- 


'F rance or unpenitencie, and that the execution of this ien= 


tznce be intimarin ail tne Kirks within this Realme, by the 
Paitours of every particular Congregation., as they will be 
an{werable ro their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next ge- 
nerall Asſembly, incaſe ef the neghgence of Presbyreries 
and Synods. 


—_— —— 
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Actof the Aſſembly at Glaſgow, Sefl. 16. 
December 8. 158. | 
Declaring Epiſcopacie to have been abjured by the Con- 
: feiſron of Faith, 1580. And to bc 
' removed out of this Kirk, 


| fc Aflombly raking to their moſt grave and ſerious conſie 
® deration, firit the unſpeakable goodnesſe, an1 great 
mercy of God , manifeſted to this Nation , in that fo neceſ« 
farie, fo difficult, and ſo excelent and divine work of re- 
formation , which was at laſt brought to ſuch perfection , 
that this Kirk was reformed , not only in doctrine and wor- 
ſhip , but alſo afcer many conferencesand publick reaſonings 
1n divers nationall Asſemblies , joyned with ſolemne humi- 
liations and prayersto God » the diſcipline and government 
of the Kirk, as the hedge and guard of the doctrine and wors 
ſhip , was preſcribed according to the rule of Gods word, 
in the book of Policie and Diſcipline , agreed upon in the 
Asfembly 1578. and inſert in the regiſter 1581. eſtabliſhed 
by the Acts of Asſemblies, by the confeſſion of Faith, ſworn 
and ſubſcribed , at the dire&tion of the Asſembly, and by 
conrinuall practiſe of this Kirk: Secondly, thac by mens 
ſeeking their own things : and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt 
divers novations have been introduced to the g.eat diſtur- 
© | Bs. bangs 
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bance ofthis Kirk, ſo firmly once compated, and to the 


endangering of Religion ,” and many gros(e evils obtruded , 
roth2 utter andoing of the work of reformation, and change 
of the whole forme of worſhip and face of this Kirk $ Thirgd- 
ly , that all his Majefties Subjects both Ecclefiaſticall and cj- 
vt] , being without conſent of the Kirk, commanded to re- 
ccive with reverence a new book of common prayer » as the 
only fo:m* to be'uſed in Gods publick worſhip, and the con« 
rraveen2rs to be condignely cenſured , and puniſhed » and 
after many [upplications and complaints , knowing no ocher 
way for the preſervation ofReligion ; were m—__ by God, 
and drawne by necesfitie, to renew the nationall Covenant 
of tnis Kirk, and Kingdome ,, which the Lord ſince hath 
blesied from heaven , and to ſubſcriberhe Cenfeſſion of Faith , 
with an application thereof, abjuring the great evils where- 
with they were now presed , and ſuſpending the practiſe of 
all novations formerly introduced, t1ll they ſhould beerryed 
1 a free generall Asſemply , Laſtly, that ſomeof his Maic= 
ſties Subjects of ſuncrie ranks , have by his Majeſties com- 
mandement ſubſcribed and renewed the confesſion of Faith, 
without the former application, and that both the one and 
the other ſu5{cribers have {ubſcribed the ſazd Confesfian of 
Faith in this year» asit was profesſed and according ro the 
meaning that1t had in this Kingdome, when it was firſt {ſubs 
ſcribed 1 581. and afterward the Asſembly therefore , both 
by the ſubſcription of his Majeſties high Commiſſioner , and of 
the Lords of tecret Councel , Septem, 22. 1638 And by 
the acts of Councel, of the date foreſaid , bearing thar rhey 
ſubſcribed theſaid Confesſion , and ordaining all his Maje- 
ſties Liedges to ſubſcribe theſame, according to the fore- 
ſaid date and tennour , and as it was then profesſed within 
this Kingdome, as likewiſe by the Proteſtation of ſome af 
the Senatours of the Colledge of juſtice , when they were re- 
quired toſubſcribe , and by the many doubrings of his Ma- 
jeſties good Subjects , eſpecially becauſe the ſubſcribers of 
the Confesſion in February 1638. are bound to ſuſpend the 
2xprobation of the corruptions of the government of the 
Kirk » till they be tryed in a-fiee generall Asſembly ; fine 
ding it proper for them , and moſt necesfary ang incumbent 
| aoogg-—— | - 
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tothem , ro give 'out the true meaning thereof as it was ar 
firit profesſed , "Thar all his Majefties Subjectsin a matter ſo 
important; as is the pablik Confesfion of Faith, ſo ſolemnely 
ſworn andſubſcribed , may be of one minde, and one hearr, 
and havs full ſatisfaction to 21 their doubrs; and that the 
poſteritie afrerward may be fully perſwaded of the true mea- 
ning rhereot-, after earneſt calling upon the name of God, 
ſoreligioully arreſted in rhe ſa1d Confesfion ; have entered 
into a di/1gent ſearch of the regiſters of theKirk, and books 
of the gencrall Aſſembly, which rhe greateſt part of the AC 
ſembly had not ſeen before ; and which by the (| pecial! pro= 
vidence of God were preſrved . brought to their hands, and 
publicklv acknowledyed robee authentick. and have found 
that in t1* Jafrer Conteson of the Kirk of Scotland : We pro- 
fes', that we asteſte all traditions / rought into the Kirk without , or 
agaiuſt the word of God. and doctrine of this reformed Kirk : Next , 
we abherre and aeteſte all contrarie rel;zion and doftrine, bur chiefly, 
All lunge of papiſtry im general, E5 particular heads,as they were then 
danmed © confuted by the word of God, and Kirkef Scotland, when 
the ſaid Confeſſion was ſworn andſubſeribed, An. 1580. and158r. 
1590. and159?!. Thirdly, that we detefte the Romane Antichrift, 
hr worldly monarchie,and wicked hierarchie: ourthly, that we foyn 
our ſelves co this reformed Kirkin doArine, Faith. Religion, & diſci- 
pline, promiſing and ſwearmy by the preat name of GOD, that we rhall 
contmmue mn the Poerine and Diſcipline of this Kirk , and defend the 
ſame according to our vocation ant power all the dayes of our life}. 

Burt ſo1t 15 that Epilcopall government is abhorred and de- 
teſted, and the government by Miniſters and Elders, in 
Asſembiies generall and provinciall, and Presbyteries was 
{wornto, and \ub{cribed 1n ſubſcribing that Confesfion , 
and oughrtto be holden by 'us,- if we adhere to the mea. 
ning of the Knk, when that Confesfion was framed - 
ſworn to, and ſubſcribed ; unto which weare obliged by 
the nattonall oath and ſubforiprion of this Kirk, as is evident 
by the acts 'of generall Asſemblies, agreed upen both be= 
fore, at» and after the ſweating and ſubſcribing of the ſaid 
Confesfion, tn the years aboye-mentioned, and the book 
of policie agreed upon in the Agſembly which was holden at 
Edimnuurgh thetwentie foure of April, and twentic _ of 

ober, 
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Ofobor , Anno 1578. Inſert in the regiſter of the Kirk , by 
qrdinance of rhe As\embly holden ar Glaſgow 1 581- andto 
be ſubſcribed by all Miniſters, thatthen dia bear, or there«fſ 
after wereto bear office in this Kirk , by ordinance of thei 
Asſ:mbly holden the fourth of Auguſt at Edinburgh 1590, 
And at Edimburgh the ſecond of Fuly : 591. but ſpecially in the 
2+ 3+ 44 6. 7+ and IT, chapters ot the faid book, 

| The Biſhops being tollerat from the year 1572, till theſwi 
Asſembly holden in .Auguft 1575. And all this time the Ag-Jfin 
{embly be:nay wearied with complaints made againlt chem ,N* 
did enter in icarch of the office it ſelfe , and did agree in this] 1# 
riiat thenam® ofa Bishopis common to every one of them} ib 
that hath a particular flock, 'over which he hath a particular £9 
charge, as weilto preach the word , as to miniſter the Sa$1 
Craments. | 1 

Art the nexr Asſembly which was holden in April 1576, 
Such Biſhops were cenſured as had not taken them to : parti- 
cular fiock. in the generall As{embly conveened in Apri 
the yezzr of God 1578. Sesl. 4. Intimation was made as tol- 
lowerh. 

For ſo mach as the heady of the policie being concluded and apreed Bl 
pon in the l:ſt Aſſemoly , by the moſt part of the bre:hren ; cer © 
$ain of the br: thren had ſome difficultie in the head de d1aconatu , 
wocreapon farther reaſoning was reſerved to this A embly : It is 
therefore required, 1f anv of the brethren have any reaſon bl: doubt or F 
&rgument bo propone, that he be ready the morow , and then ſhall be 
heard and reſulved. In the 6, Sesſ, April26. According to 
the ordinince mad©the day before; all perſons that had any I 
doubt or argument to propone, were required to propone 
the ſame :. but none ofteredto propone any argument on the 
contrare- 

In the As\embly holden at Edinburgh, in Oftober 1578. It ? 
was ſhowen by the Moderatour thereof to the noble-meny} * 
who were preſent, viz. My Lord Chancelour , the Earle of , 
Montroſe , my Lord Seaton, and my Lord Lindſay, What can ? 
and ſtudy the Aſſemb!y had taken to entertain and keep the ruritie 
the ſincere word of God , unmixed with the inventtons of their own hes 
ads , ant to preſerve it #9 the poſteritie hereafter , and ſeeing # 
the tru: Religion 15 not ablets continue nor endure long without a go 
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b | 
F Dſcipline and policie » inthat part alſo bave they wnployed their wit 
reefland Budie , and drawen forth ont f the pure fountain of Gods ward , 
e Babe 2 Diſcipline as is meet toremat* i the Kirk, 
In the i:me As emblly , the fpeciall corruptiens were ſer 
down , which they craved ſuch of the E ſhops as would 
ſubmir themſelves ro the Aﬀembly to remove, with pro- 
heflmiſe , that if tha generall Aſſembly , hereafter ſhall 
finde further corruprtions im the | {aid cRtate » then hither- 
ro are expresſ{ed that they be content tobe reformed by the 
nisf aid Asſembly according to the word of God , when they 
ſhall be required there:o. Firſt . That they be content to bee 
Paſtours and Miniſters of one flock : That they uſurpe no criminall 
5a Þ juriſdittion , that they vote wot in Parliament mname of the Kirk , 
without Commiſſion from the Kirk : That they take net up for the 
6 | (4tatenance of their ambition and rictoufneſſe , the emolumenrs of the 
Kirk , which may ſuſtain many Fa ours , the Schools, and the 
poore 3 ; bat be content © ith reaſonable livimngs according to their office: 
1. That they claime not to themſelves the titles of Lords temporall nexther 
JN uſurpe temporal juriſdiftions , whereby they are abſtrafted from theat 
S. of : That they empyre not above the particular Elderships » but 
'Þ bs ſubjefiito the ſame:That they nſurpe not the power of the Yresbyteries. 
t he queltion being proponed by the Synod of Lourbianin 
the Asſcmbly holdenin July 1579. anenta generall o:der 
to beraken forereCting of Presbyreries in places where pu= 
blick exerciſe is uſed , unrnill rhe time the policie of the Kirk 
be *ſtabliſhek by a !aw: Itis anſwered, Theexerciſemay be ju d- 
ged to be a Presbyterid, In the Asſembly ho!den ar Dundiein 
Wy In : 580.$cs{.4, 1he office of aBiſhop was abolihed by apar- 
ticular aCt;as appeareth by thetennour of theact following. 
» For ſemuch as the office of a Biſhop, as it is now uſed and com- 
, monly taken withen this Realme, hath no ſure warrand authori= 
» tie, nor good ground m the Scriptures , but is brought inby the 
» foly and corrupt ion of mans inventions , to the great overibrow 6 
»the Kirk, of Eod, the whole Aſſembly of the Kirk in one voice af= 
» ter libertie given to all men to reaſon inthe matter, none oppcning 
, bimſelfin efending the ſaid pretended office , findeth and decla« 
, reth the ſaid pretended office , uſed aud termed , a3 is above ſail, 
of » #nlawfull in the ſelfe , as paveng neither foundament , gromd » 
mu. > 2X7 #411994 ip the gord of Ged , ang erdaivtth this alt ſuch per- 
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ons , as brook or ſhall brook herea'ter the ſaid office , ſhall be 
, charged ſimply to dimit , quit , aud itave off the ſame , as an 
» office whereunto they axe nor called of God : awd ſuchlike , to de- 
fiſt and ceaſe jrom all preaching, minijiration of the $ +craments, 
, or uſing any way the office of paſtours,*whi!e they receive de novo, 
, 4dmiſſon from the generall A fﬀembly , under the pain 8 excom- 
, munication to be uſed againſt them , whereinif they be found diſe- 
, obedient , or contradit this ad in any point , the ſemenct of exe 
, communication , after due admonition , to be exticute againſi 
. them. F 
Inthe ſame Asſembly holden Ano 1554. Sesſ. 10. This 
articlews appointed to be proponed to the King and Coun * 
cel, thatthe book of poliae might be eſtabliſhed by an aR offf ? 
privie Councel , while a Parliament be holden, at which it mi;|v 
be confirmed bya law. | 

Theexrenr of the aft made at Dundie, was interprered an 
explained in the Asſembly, holden at Glasgow, in April, 1586 
Sesſ. 6. as followeth. | 

, «Anent the AR made inthe Aſſembly bolden at Dundie 4- 
, gainft Biſhops , becauſc ſome difficultie appeareth to ſome bre 
, thren to ariſe ont of r4s word ( office ) contanied in the ſaid ad, 
, what ſhould be meaned rhereby , The Aſiemily eonſeting for thelf *© 
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, moſt part of ſuch as voted , an1 were preſent inthe AJen bly th 
» Duncie, to take away the ſaid difficliie, refolving upon the . 
, Frue meaning and under ftandixg of the [a'd at , declare that the 57 
: meaned whoily to condemne th: whole eſtate of Biſheps , as th 2V 
, are now in Scotland , and that the ſame was the determinatiam > 
and concluſion of the A ſſembly at this teme , becauſe ſome brethren >/ 
, donbred , whether the former a was tobeunderflood of the (pi # 

IS 


» tual funRion only , and others alledged , that the whole of 
,fice of a Biſhop as it was uſed , was damnable , and that by it 
» ſaid at ; the Biſhops ſhould be chargel to dimit the ſame : Thi 
» Aſpembly declar:th that they meaned wholly 10 condemne the whole 
» Eſtate of Biſhops , as they were then in Scotland , and that thi 
, was the meaning of the Aſſembly, 8! that time. 
The Kings Commiſſioner preſented to this Asſembly they 
| Confeſſion of Faith, ſubſcribed by the King , and his hou 
hold, nor long before, together with aplor of the Presb fa 


terigs 59 bg acted , which is regiftrate 1a the þooks of 1 * 
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A5icmbly , with a letter ro be direfted from his Majeſtic to 
the 'noble - men and gentle - men of the Covuntrey , forthe 
ereftion of Presbyteries, conſiiting of Paſtours, and Elders, 
and dis{olution of Prelacies , and with an offer rs ſer for- 
ward the Policie untill it were eſtabliſhed by Parliament. 


The Kingslerter ſubſcribed by his hand, to the Noble-men, 
and Gentle - men , was read 1n open audience of the whole 


'Asſcmbly. 


This Asſembily ordaiced the book of Policic to be inſert 
in the regiſter by the act following. 

, For as much as travels have been taken in the framing of the Po- 
»licie of the Kirk, and diverſe ſuits have been made to the Magi« 
» ftrat for epprobation thereof , which yet have not taken the hape 
,pie effe# , which good men would wiſh , yet that the Peſterigj 
» may judge well of the preſent age, and of the meaning of the Kirk z 
» The Afſembly hath concluded , that thebcoh of Policie agreed to 
,in diverſe Aſſemblies before , ſhould be regiſtrat in the afts of the 
» Kirk, and remaine therein ad perperuam rei memoriam: 
and the coppies thereof to be taken to every Presbyterie : of which 
book the tennour followeth , &ec. / 

Immediatly after the inſerting of the book of Policie, cal- 
led there the book of Diſcipline , the Asſembly ordained 
that the confesſion of Faith be ſubſcribed as followeth, 

» <Anent the confeſſion of Faith lagely ſet forth by the Kings Mas 
, jeftie, and ſubſcribed by his highnefſe. The Aſſembly in one 
,voice , aeknowledgeth the ſaid Conſeſſton to be a true , Chriſtian, 
;and faithful confeſſton , tobe eagreed unto by ſuch as truly pro= ., 
,feſie Chrift , and have a care of Religion, aud the tennour thertof 
. bo be followed out efoldly as the ſamineis laid out in the ſaid Pro= 
»clamation , wherein that Diſcipline is ſworn to. 


In the general Asſembly holden at Edinburgh in Offober 


of 1581. Seſs. xo, Mr. Robert Montgomery is accuſed forreach- 
{ ing rhat Diſcipline 1s a thing indifferent. Seſs. 22, The 
4 Asſembly gave commiſiion ro the Pregbyterie of Stirling , ro 


charge Mr. Robort Montgomerie , to continue inthe miniſteri© 


of of Strrling, and not to medle with any other office or funtion 
J ofthe Kirk , namely in aſpyring to the Biſhoprick of Glaſ- 
4 £99 > againſt the word of God , and aRts of the Kirk , under 
hy the pain gf cxcommunicarnigns =» 
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In the ſame Aﬀ/embly it is acknowledged thar the eſtatet 
Biſhops 1s condemned by the Kirk. commiſiion for ere&iad rc 
of moe Presbyteries was renewed : and a new ordinandd B 
made for {ſubſcribing the confeſſion of Faith , and to proceed b: 
againit whatioever perſons that would not acknowledge arifff tc 
{ub\ſcribe the ſame. nA 
 Inthe Aſembly holden in April 1582. there was ane 
commiſſion for erection of Presbyreries , where none was ff v 
yet erected , Mr. Robert Mentgomerie , pretending to be Bil $ 
ſhop of Glaſpow , was ordained to be depoſed and excommul j1 
nicat, Excepr hee gave evident tokens of repentance , and ac 
promiſe to {uperſeed , which he did not: and therefore ff p 
was exXcommunicat ſhortly after, according to the ordinaney] ro 
of this Aflembly. | 2» 

Inthe generall Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh, 1582. Tha fic 
generall Aflmbly gave commiſſion to ſome Pcesbyteries , ff fo 
try and cenſure iuch as were called Biſhops, for the greafſ 
fla nder ariſing by their impunitie. Commiſſion was givealſſs #t 
at this Aſſembly to preſent ſome articlesto; the Councel and, g' 
Eftates , for approving and eſtabliſhing by their authoriti 
the Presbyteries , the Synodall , and generall Afemblicgy # 
In rhe 19. Sefl. The Aflembly declared , that no Bjſhoj 
may {it upon the Councell in name of the Kirk. 

In the Aſſembly holden Anno1585. Theſe two article 
were agreed upon, Firtt:1z is found tt all ſuch as the Soriptt 
eppornteth governomrs of the Kirk . to wit Paſtours, Dofours » ami 
Elders , may conveen to the generall Aſſemblies , and vote in Eccleſi 
aſticall matters, Secondly : There are foure office bearers ſet dou 
20 us by the Scriptures , to wit Paſtours , -Dottours , Elders , 4 
Deacons , and the name of Bisbop ought not to be taken as it hath been 
#n tame of Papiſtrie , but is common to all Paſtours , and Miſter" 

fn the Aflembly holden 4 nno 1557. >cf.8. It was © 
dained that the admiflion of Mr. Robert Montgomerie by t 
Presbyterie of Glaſgow , ſuppoſe to the. temporalitie of tk 
Biſhoprick only , be undone and annulled with all poiltbieg 
diligence, to the effect I2nder might be removed from ih 
Kirk, In Seff. 15. Mr Robert Pont ſhewed the Kings pre ends : 
ration rothe Biſhoprick of Cathnes , & defidered the judga01 


ment of the Aﬀſerably, The Aſkmbly intheir lerter 7 | 
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f Kings Majeſtie, declared that they judged the ſaid Mr Robers 
ro be a Biſhop already.according to the Doctrine of St. Faul: 
ne But as ro that corrupt eſtate or office , of theſe who have 
cell been rermed Biſhops hercrofore , they found ir not agreable 
id tothe word of God, and that it hath been damned in diverſe 
£ Aflemblies before. | 
In the inſtruQions given to ſuch as were appointed to wait 
upon the Parliament , it was ordained in the ſame Afﬀembly 
i Sels. 17: 'Thatthey be careful that nothing be admitted pre- 
judicial ro the liberties of this Kirk; as 1c was concluded 
& according to the word of God in the general Aﬀemblies , 
bel precceding the year 1584. bur preciſely to ſeek rhe ſame 
ace] ro be ratified in the Aflembly holden in March 1589« 
F where the articles were made for ſubſcribing the eonfeſ- 
hel fron of Faith with the generall band ; it was. ordained as 
followeth. | 
call » For ſomuch asthe neighbour Kirk in England » is underſtood 
vey, to bee heavily troubled , jor maintaining of tbe true Diſcipline and - 
indy, government : whoſe prieves ought to move us. Therefore the 
ries Presbytery of Edinburgh was ordained tocomfort the ſaid Kirk in 
ical, the ſaid matter. * | : 
Ss. Inche Asſembly holden 1590. when the confesſion of 
Faith was ſubſcribed univerſally denovo, a ratification of the 
iberties of the Kirk, in her juriſdiction, diſcipline, Preſ- 
dyteries, Synods, and generall Asſemblies, andan abro- 
10n of all things contrarie thereunto ; was ordained to 
Jbe ſought both of the Councel and Parliament, In the next 
ogiSesſion it was ordained that the book of Diſcipline, ſpecally 
inthe controverted heads, ſhould be ſubſcribed by all Mint- 
Atcrs that bear , or hereafter was to bear office in this Kirk, 
and that they be charged by the Presbyteries , under the 
Fpain of excommunication : Seeing the word of God can- 
not bee keeped in fincerity , unlefle the holy Diſciphne 
ee preſerved, The Presbyteries were ordained to get a cop® 
plefpic under the Clerks hand 3 there were ſundrie copjyes ſub= 
gicribed by the Miniſters 1n the Presbytertes yet extant , 
wy | co » Damfermling , &c. produced before the 
Bl Ye 
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In the Aſſembly r59x. Sefſ. 4. The former aCt anent the 


ſubſcription to the book of Policie is renewed » anda pena © 
tie impoſed upon the Moderatour , in caſe it be nor purinfff # 
Execution , b 
In the Aſſembly 22, May 1592. Sefl-2, Theſe articlay* 
were drawn up. That the afts of Parliament made 1534 apainſ © 
zhe Diſcipline , libertie and authoritie of the Kirk, be annulled , ant ® 
the Jones diſcipline , whereof the Kirk hath been n prattiſe , predif ® 
of ly ratified. That Abbots , Priors , and other Prelats pretending ” 
#he title of the Kirk , be not ſuffered in time coming. In the 11 3 
Deflion the number of the Presbyteries were given up, and A 
Inſert in the Parliament immediatly following. The fifth * 
of Fune 1592. Thelibertie , diſcipline , andjurisdidtion of fi 
the true Kirk, in her Seflions , Presbyreries » Synodal an b 
general Aſſemblies, 1s largely ratified , as the ſamine was b 
uſed, and exerciſed within this Realme , 2ndall the adj * 
contrary thereto abrogat : The Kings preroganve declare h 
nor to be prejudicial tothe ſame priviledges grounded uponſſ " 
the word of God, the former commiſſions to Biſhops 1584 - 
reſcinded., and all Eccleſiaſtical matters, ubieted to Pres 5 
byteries, according to the diſcipline of this Kirk. Ammo 1595 q 
The book of Policie with otherats is ratified and ordained 
to be printed. - 
. Tr was allo cleared that Epiſcopacie was condemned in - 
theſe words of theConfeſlion, HIS WICKED HIER AR ?* 
CHIE. For the Popiſh Hierarchie doth conſiſt of Biſhops; * 
Presbyters , and Deacons, that is Baptizirg and preaching ny 


Deacons : For ſe itis determined in the councel of Trent, in Q; 
the 4. chap. De Sacramento ordinis, can.6. ,_ _ oy aw 
* $z quis dixerit in eccleſia Catholica non. eſſe CT pa. " 
bierarchiam divina ordinatione inftituram, que yivernia delatarum th 
conſtat ex Epiſcopis , Presbyteris £5 miniſtris , per ſacram Facultatem "4 

anathema fit. Bellarmine hikewiſe in his Theologiz Parifienſis 
book De Clericis. cap. 11. faith , That there #9%=- | Þ 
are three Hierarchies in the militant Kirk : The firſt of Biſhops, * © 
the ſecond of Prieſts , the third of Deacons , and that the Deacons art 
alfo Princes , if they be compared with the people: This propoſi- 
tion following 3 Hierarchia eccleſiaſtica conſrat ex Pontifice y 

Cardinalibus , Archiepiſcogis »= Epiſcopis E3 Regularibus , was 
3 :-2M0 | cenſured Al 
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cenſured by the Facultie of T heologie in the Univerſfitie art * 
Paris , as followeth , Inifta prima propoſttione enumeratio yem- 
brorum hierarchie ecclefiaſtice ſeu ſacri principatus , divina ording4d 
of tione mſtituts eft manca & redundaus atque , mducens in errorem 
off contrarium deter mination: ſacre Sinodi Tridenting © 1 he propos 
fition was defective , becaule it pretermitted the Presbyrers 
and Deacons 3 it was cenſured as redundant, becauſe ir 
made the Hierarchie to confiſt of the Pope,Cardmals Archbichops, 
2nd Regulars - the Pope '$ncrt within the Hrierarchie . Primats , 
il Metropolitanes, and Archbiohops , bur as thev are Biſhops. 
cf Furthermore , this Hzerarchze is diſtinguiſhed 1n the confe(> 
© fion from the Popes monarchie. And howbeit this Hierarchie 
be called the Antichriſts Hierarchie. vet it is not to diſtinguiſh 
berwixt the Hierarchie in the Popiſh Kirk, and any cther as 
lawful: Burt the Hrerarchie , whereloever it rs 5 1$-called 
his, as the reft of the Pepith corruptionsare called h's : To 
wit » Invocation of Saints , canonization of Saints , dedication of 
Altars , E596. are called his ; not that thereis another lawfull 
canonization , invocation , or dedication of altars : what= 
ſocver corruption wasSin the Kirk, eitherin dorine, wore 
ſhip; or government ſince the miſtery of iniquitie begais 
to work, and is retained, and maintained, by the Pope , 
and obtruded upon the. Kirk by his anthority , are his. A 
paſſage alſo our of the hiſtory of the councell of Trene 
was alledged , where it 1s related , that the Councell 
£ would not define the Hiera"chie by the ſeven orders : we have 
J in our confeſſion of Faich the manifold orders ſer apart and; di- 
I tinguiſhed from the Hierarchie, bur as itis ſer down in the 
cannon above cited: We have in thebook of Policie or ſe- 
cond booke of Diſcipline , in!the end of the ſecond chaprer, 
this concluſion agreed upon. Therefore all the ambiti ws titles 
invented inthe hinodome of Antichriſt , and inbis uſurped HIE = 
RARCHIE which are not of one of theſe foure ſorts , To wit , 
Paſtours , DoRours , Elders, and Deacons , together with offi- 
j ces depending thereupon , m one word ought to be rejefted. 

All which and many other warrands being publickly re:ds 
and particularly at great length examined, and all objections 
”F anſwered in face of the Aﬀlembly, all the members of rhe 
41 Sellmbly being many times defired I required to propotie 
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their doubts ,, and ſcruples, andevery one being heard to! 
the tull, and afrer much agication as fully ſatisfied; rhe Mo- 

deratour at laſt exhorting eyery one to declare his minde, 
did put the marter to voicing in th:le rermes: Whether accora 
ding to the confeſſion of faith , as it was profeſied in the year 150, 

_ by and 15yo. Therebe anyother Bishop , but a Paftour of ai 
particular flock , having no prehemmence nor power over his brethren 
and whether by that Confeſſion, as it was then profeſſed, allother epi 
copacie 15 abjured , and ought to bee removed out of this Kirk. "1 hf 


whole Aflembly moit unantmouſly , without contradiction”. 


ofany one (and with the hefirarion of on? allanerly) protel. 
ſing Cal perſwaſion of mind? , did voice , that all Epiſcopacig. 
different from that of a Paſtour over , a particular flock, was abjure 
mthis Kirk, and to beremoved out of it, And therefore Prohi 
bires underr eccleſialticall cenſure any to uſurpe accept, d 
fend, or obey the prerended authoritie chereof 1n tim 
coming. 


"ng 


ACt Sefſl 1 7. December 10. 1639. 


The Aſcembly at Glalgow , declaring the five Articles 
Perth zo have been abjured aud 
to bee removed. 


He Aſſembly remembring the uniformity of worſhi 

which was in:this Kirk, before the articles of Perth, th 
great r-1t which entered at that time, and hath continue 
{ince , with the lamentadle effetts, thar it hath produce 
both againſt Paſtours , andprofefiours , the unlawfulnelh 
and nullitie of Perch Aſſembly already declared by this Ah 
ſembly , and thar in the neceſlarie renewing of the confeſh 
on of Faith in February x 638. the practiſe of novations int 
ducedinthe worſhip of God, was ſuſpended, till they ſhou 
be determined ina free generall Aflembly : and thar in 
ſame year at his Majeſties command ſome had ſubſcribed] 
confeſſion of Faith, as it was profeſſed when ic was firſt ſy 
ſcribed : For theſe cauſes the Aſſembly entered into a dil 
gent tryall of the forefaid articles, whether they be contral 
rothe confeſſion of Faith , as jt was meaned and profeſſed 
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Aſſembly , 1638. WE 
the year 1590, 1581. 1590. and 1591. And findeth that firſt 
ingenerall: In the confeſſion of Faith we profeſſe , We wil- 
lingly agree in or conſciences to the forme of Religion . of a long time 
openly profeſied by the Kings Majeſtie, and Whole body of this 
1ncalme  inall points , as unto ©: ods undoubted truth and very, 
rounded only upon his written word , and therefore abhor and de= 
eſte all contrary Religion and DoWine , but chiefly , all kinde of pa- 
p{trie . m gonerall and partrcular heads , even as they were t 

damned and confuted by the word of God and Kirk of Scotland ., and 


= — 


[06 zn ſpeciall the Romane Antichriſt , his five baſtard ſacraments , 


with all rites , ceremonies . and falſe dotrine , added to the mins- 
tration of the true Sacraments, without the word of God , bis cruell 
judgement againſt Infants departing without the Sacrament , bis ab= 
ſolute necesſitie of vapriſme , and finally , we deteſee all his vain al= 
egories, rites, fignes, and traditions brought into the Kirk without, 
by againſt the word of God , and derine of this true reformed Kirk, 
0 the which we joyne our ſelves willmply in Dotirine , Faith , Relt- 
9z0n, Diſcipline , and uſe of the holy Sacraments , as lively mem- 
bers of the ſame m Chriſt our Head ; promiſing and [wearing , Ec. 
And that rheſe five ai ticles are contrarie co theReltigion then 
profeſied . were confuted by the word of God , and Kuk 
pf Scotland , or are rites, and ceremomies, added tothe mi« 

iſtration + of the true Sacraments , w1:hout the word God, 
dr nouriſh the popiſh judgement agrialt Infants departing 


Fwithourt the Sacrament , or abſolute necesſitie, of Baprifme 


rrites , fignes, and traditions brougi:t into the Kirk, with 


Wour or againſt the word of God, and doctrine of this true re 


ormed Kitk, 
And nextin particular , concerning feſtivall dayes, fine 


adeth , that in the explication of the firſt head , of the firſt 
ud ook of Diſcipline . it was thought good thar the feaſts of 


briſtmas , Circumciſion , Epiphamie,, with the feaſts of the A= 


Woltles , Martyres and Virgine Mary, bee utterly aboliſh= 


d , becauſe they are neither commanded nor warrarded b 
Scripture, and that{uch as obſerve them be puniſhed by c1- 

ill Magiſtrats. Herew:ter abolitionis craved, and not re- 

ormation of abuſes only , and that bzcauſe the obſervation 


5 df (uch feaſts hath no warrand from the word of God. In 
Fr 


ac generrll Aflembly holden at Edinburgh Anno 1556+ the 
C3 large 
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38 The Generall 
large confesfion of Helvetia was approved » but with ſpeciall 
Exceprion againſt the ſame five dayes, which are now urged 


upon us. Tt was not then the Popiſh obſervation only , 


. With the Popiſh opinion of worſhhip and merit, which was 
diſallowed ; ( for ſo the reformed Kirk in Holvetia did not 
oblerve them ) bur fimpliciter all obſervation, For this end 
W3S read alertter in L,tine , ſeatatthar time by ſome of our 


diVines to certaine divines in theſe parts to this purpoſe. In 


the Aſſembly holden 15-5. in Auguſt , complaint was made 
againſt the Miniſters and Readers beſide Aberdene; becauſe 
They aſſembled the people ro preaching and prayers upon 
CCrrane feltival dayes 2 So thar preaching and prayers upon 
feſtival dayes was judzed rebukable. -Ir was ordained likes 
Wile, that complaint be made to the Regent , upon the 
town of Drumgeis, for urging and convoying a Reader rg 
the Kirk with Tabrer and Whiſtle, to read Prayers, all 
the holy dayes of Chriſtmas, upon the refuſal of their own 
Reader. Among the articles dirs&ed by this Aﬀembly to 
the Regent : It was craved that all holy dayes hereto - fore 
keeped holy, befgde the Lords day , ſuch a+ Yooleday , and 
Saints dayes , and {uch others may bee aboliſhed , and a 
certain penaltie appointed for banquering , playing , feaſt- 


ing upon theſe dayes. In the *fſembly holden in April, 


Am 1577. It was ordained that the viſicors with the ad- 
vice of the Synodal Aﬀſemb!y , ſhould admonith Miniſters , 
—_— or minifirating t2e Communion ar Eaſter, , of 

hbriſtmas,, or other like ſuperſtitious times, or Readers 
reading » todefilt , under the paine of deprivation. In the 
ninth head of 'he firſt book of Diſcipline , the reaſon is ſet 
down again't Faſter Communion. Your honours are not igne- 
rant how ſuperſtitiouſly the people run to that aftion at Paſchevenz 
as if the time _ vertue to the Sacrament , and how the reſt of the 
whole year , they are careleſſe and negligent , as if it appartained 
at tothem » but at that time only. And for this reaſen , other times 
ere appointed by that book , for that holy ation. In the Aﬀſem- 
bly holden 1596, begun in March1595. at which time the 
Covenant was renewed , ſuperſtition and idolatrie breaking 
forth in obſerving ſeſtival dayes; ſerting our of bone - fires, 
firgivg Carols, arg rgakoned among che coruptions which 
Wa. Fo welt 
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were to. beamended : .And rhe Pulpits did ſound from xime 
to time , againſtall ſhew ofobſerviog any feſtival day whar- _ 
ſogver , except the Lords day. | 

Concerning kneeling at the Communion : findeth that in 
the confeston of Fauth prefixed beforethe Pſalmey, and ap- 
proved by our Kirkin the very beginning of the reformatt- 
on, we hivetheſe words, Nether in the miniſtration ofthe Sacra- 

ments , muſt we follow men; but as C hriſt hamſclf hath ordamed , 

ſo muſt they be miniſired. In the large conteslion of Faith 
chap- 23. It1s required as neceflary , for the right miniſtra= 
tion of tne Sacraments , that they bee miniſtred in ſuch ele- 
ments, and inſuch ſort , as God hath appoinred , and that 
men have aduiterare the Sacraments with their own inventt- 
ons: So that no part of Chriſts aftion abideth in the originall 
puritie. 'The judgement of our reformers , who drewup 
the large Confellion , was by cleare evident$ ſhewed to be 
contrary to thus geiture in the act of receiving the Sacrament, 
In the order of celebrating rhe LordsSupper , prefiggd bes 
fore che Plalnes in mecter , fieting and diſtributing by the Com» 
municants , are joined: as likewiiz by the ſecond head of the 
hrit book of Diſcipline, as neareſt ro Chriſts own action, and 
to his perfect prattiſe,and moſt convenient to that holy altie - 
on, andallinventions deviſed by man are condemned, asal= 

terations and accuſations of ,Chriſts perfe& ordinance ; Mi- 
nilters were en)oyned by a&t of Aſſembly 1n December 1562, 
To obſerye -rhe order of Geneva: thatisthe Engliſh Kirk ar 
Geneva: where, Malter Knox had been ſometime Miniſter , 
inthe miniſtration of the. Sacramencs. This act was renc- 
wedin the Aſſembly holden in December 15 64. where Mini- 
ſters are referred to the order ſet down before the Pſalmes , 
for miniſtration of the Sacraments ; which is all one with 
the former : for that was the order of the Engliſh Kirk 
at Genevg- | 

In the Parliament holden Anno 1 567. It was declared that 
whoſoever did not participaie of the Sacraments , as they 
were then publickly adminiſtrat in this reformed Kirkoughr 
not to be repwed members of this Kirk. Thea for the 
Kings oath at his corqnation, to maintain the due admini- 
ltration of the Sacraments » as they were then miniſtred , 
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40m 1867. was ratified Anno 15$1. Ar which time the ſhort 
Confesfion,adhering ro the uſe of rhe Sacraments,in the Kirk 
of Scotland » was ſubſcribed : as alſo Amo 1592. after the ſe- 
eond Subſcriprionto the confesfion of Faith. In rhe Parlia- 
ment 1572. an a& was made againſt ſuchas did not partici- 
_ of the Sacramers as they were then rightly miniſtered : 

ut the gefture of knzeling inthe at of receiving , putterh | 
the miniſtration of the Sacraments uſed in this Kirk out of 
frame : whereby it isclear that whatſoever geſtureor rite , 
cannot ſtand with the adminiſtration of rhe Sacraments as 
they were tnen miniftred and were miniſtred ever ſince the 
reformation, till che year 1618, muſt bee condemned by our 
Kirk asa rite added tothe true'minjitration of theSacraments 
withour the word of God, and aire or tradition brought” 
in without, oragainſt the word of God, or dottrine of this 
reformed Kirk. 

LH. Concerning Confirmation; The Aſſembly findeth it ro 
be comprehended 1n the clauſe of the Confesſion , where 
the five baſtard Sacraments are condemned. And ſeeing Epif- 
eopacie is condemned , impoſition of hands by Biſhops fallerh to 
theground, Andinall theadcts for catzchiling or examina» 
tion before admisfion to the communion , no wkling of#me 
pofition of hands, | 
' TTLh. Concerning the adminiftration of the Sacrament s 
a private places, or private baprtiſme, and communion z 
finderh that in the book of common order, ſet down before 
the Pſalmes, it is [21d » That the Sacraments art not ordainedof 


God to be uſed in private corners , as charmers and ſorcerers uſe to doe, 
Gut left to the Congregation. Inthe Aflembly holden at Edimn- 


burgh in Oftober Anno 1581, the ſame year and Afſembly, that 
the' confesfion of Fanh was ſubſcribed: It was ordained , 
that the Sacraments be not ——_ in private houſes, but ſolemnly 
according to good order bhther-to obſerved. The Miniſter of Tran- 
ent Was ſuipendedat that time , for baptizing an infantina 
privare houſe : but copfesfing his offence , he was ordained' 
ro make his publick repentance in the Kirk of Tranent , befo- 
| Tehebe releaſed. Another Miniſter was to be tried , and 
Cccniured , for baprtizing privately ; and celebrating the 
Communion upon Paſch- day, at the Aflembly holden in ny 
| Fl ner hs 1 
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bet 1580, Which aCts and cenſures make manifeſt, thatour 
Kirk abhorred whatſoever foſtered che opinion of rhe nece(- 


 fitie of Bapriſme, and giving of rhe Sacrament, as 4 piaticum. 


All which , and many other atts» grounds, and realors, 
being at length agitated , and with marure deliberaticn pcn- 
dered, and liberciegrant2d coevery man to-ſpcak his minde3 
what could be ſazd furtner , for the full fart: fation of al! 
men. 

'Fhe matrer was put to voicing, in theſe words : Whether 
the five articles of *erth , by the confesfion of Faith , «s it was mea- 
ned and profeſſed in the year 1580; 1551. 1590. 15 91+ ought to be 
removed out of this Kark:: 1 he whole Aftemblyallin on2 con- 
ſent , one onely excop*ed , did voicerbat riie fiye articles a- 
bove ſpecified were abjured by this Kirk, in that Confeilion, 
and {o ought to be removed out of it : And therefor& prohi- 
biteth and diſchargeth all diſputing for them» or obſerving 
ofrhem , orany of thzm, 1n211rime comming, and ordains 
Presbyrenes to proceed with the cenſures of the Kirk againſt 
all rranſgrefiours. 
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Act Seſl. 21. December 17. 1638. 


Oncerning Kirk Seſſions , provnciall and nationall Aſtem- 
þAblies, the generall Aſftembly confidering the great de= 
f-ction of this Kirk , and decay of Religion, by th: uſtpas 
tion of the Prelates » and their ſuppreſfiing of ordinaire jade 
catories of the Kirk, and clearly preceriving the benzft winch 
will redound to the Reli-10n by the reftitarion of the {ard yu= 
dicatories, remembringal(o rhat they liang obliged by cheir 
ſolemne oath , and covenant with God, to return to the do- 
Ctrine and diicivline of this Kirk; as it was profeſt 1550, 
1581, I599, 1591. whichin the book of Policie, regiſtrar 
in the books of the Aﬀembly 1581. and ordained to be ſabe 
ſcribed, 1590, 1591. 1s particularly expreſt both rouch- 
ing the conſtitution of the Aﬀlemblies , of their members , 
Miniſters , and Elders, and rouching the number , pow= 
er and authority of theſe members, in all matters eccle+ 


baſtical, 
4 C5 The 
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The Aobly findeth it necefſar to reſtore , and by theſe 
preſents reſtorech all theſe Aſſemblies unto their full integri-, 
tie in their members, priviledges » liberties, powers, and 
juriſqzcttons ; as they were conſtitute by the foreſaid book 
of Pdlicie. 


em 
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Act. Sefl. 23. 24. December 17.18. 


AX" the report of the Committie , appointed for con- 
idering what conſtitutions were ro be revived , or made 
of new, they proponed the overtures following : which 
were read and allowed by the whole Aﬀembly , or by them 
xef:rred ro the confiderarion of the ſeverall Presbyrteries. 

Anent Presbyteries wich have been erefted fince the year - 
1586. Ir ſeemeth needfull , thar they bee ratified by am act 
of this generall Aſſembly , andthat other Presbyreries ſhall 
be erccted , where they ſhall be found needfull, and eſpect- 
ally now in the Synod of Lyſmore, according to the particu- 
kr note giventhere anent. | 

The Aſſembly rarifieth theſe Presbyreries ſince x486- and 
erected tliole in Liſmore, conforme to rhe nore regiſtrar 1n 
the books of Aſſembly, | 

Anent the keeping of Presbyteriall meetings 3 It is thought 
fir char they be weekly , both in Sommer and Winter , -©X- 
ceptin plXces farre diſtant, who during the winter ſeaſon , 
{that is between the firſt of Ofober and the firſt of April) ſhall 
be diſpenſed with for meering once in the fourteen dayes » 
and thac all a>ſents be cenſured, efpecially thoſe who ſhould 
exerciſe and adde , accordingro the Act of Aﬀembly 1582, f| , 
at Sc, Andrews, April 24, Seſſ, 12. and that ſome controvert- 
ed head of doctrine bee handled in the presvyrerie publikly , F 
and diſpured among the brethren, every firſt Presbytererie } , 
ofthe Mioneth , according to the af of Aſſembly holden ar 
Dundze 1598. Sefl. 19. | 

The Aſſemb y alloweth this Article, | 

Anent the vifitatien of particular Kirks within Presbyteries; | ? 
Iris thought expedient that it be ence eyery year, whereina 
Care 1sto be had , among other things neceſlary , that it bo 
| _ ory eg 


—_— Fn PREY wy as eo. A *@+ os TS @wWW 


> 5 %. A A 


> | 
© 
4 


i y 
© 1s at. 4 W 7 
o% Pp : ps” *, - pq 
G . y 
. Y yu > 


* £ , . 
: 4 ” p< P 4” $2 8 % We... 
V & . Y " I" | M0 = "TI oy off S * 
” - : I 6 8 LY - 
o b, J y : 
- 


d - 
- 


43 


tryed , how domeſtick exerciſesof Religion be exerciſed in 


particular families» and ro ſee what means there is jn every 
Parith in-Landward , for catechiſing and inftrufting the 
youth. 


T he Aſſembly alloweth this article. 

I'V. Anent the viſitation of Kirks , Schooles , and Colledges]s 
Ir is thought meer that che atts of Aſſembly holden ar Edin= 
burzh the 25 . of Innie 1565+ Sefl. 2. be put in execution: that 
the Minifters ofthe paroChin, the P- incipall, Regents , and 
profeſiours within Colledges , and Maſters , and DoCtors'of 
Schooles, be tryed concerning the ſoundnefie of thetrqude 
gement in matters of Religioy , rheirabilitie , for diſcharge 
of their calling, and the hone'ty of their converſation : as 


- theat of Adſembly at IEdmburgh. Inns 21. 1567. Sel. 3. And 


the act of che Aﬀembly holden at Montroſe. 1595+ Sefl. 9. 
doimport; and this viſitation of Cgll-dges tobe by way of 
commiſhon from the generall Asſ{embly. 


The generall Aſſembly alloweth this article. 

V. Anen: nonereſidents : It is thought neceſſary, thateve- 
ry Miniſter be obliſhed ro reſide in his own Parochin at his 
ordinarie Manſe, for the berter attending of the duties of hts 
callivg, conforme to the Acts of Aﬀſemblies , viz, a of 
Aflembly at Edinburgh , Mareh 24+ 1595. Sefſ. 7. asalfo act 


- at Edinburgh 3 December 25, 1563. Sefl. 5. and Aſſembly ar 


k dinburgh”, December 25. t 565. Sell. 4. Aſſemblyyar Edin» 
burgh, Marchs. 1572, Sell. 3. « wr 


The &aſſembl, alloweth this article. 

VI. Anent the planting of Schools in Landward , the want 
whereof doth greatly prejudge the grouth of the Goſpel. and 
procure the decay of Religion : The Afembly giveth dire= 
(tion to ſeveral Presbyteries for the ſerling of Schoole+: 1n 
every Landward Parochin, and providing of men able for 
the charge of teaching of the youth, publick reading ard pre. 
centingof the Pſalme, and the catechiſing of the common 

cople , and that means be provided for their intertainmenr, 
11 the moſt convenient manner that may be had , according 
tothe abilitic of the Parochun , 


Th 
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The Aſſembly alloweth 5 and referreth the partictllar coun 


untothe ſeverall Pr:sbyteries. 

VII. 'Anent the late adnuſſion of Miniſters by Precbyteries , 
and the choiſe of Moderatours , according to the ancient power 
of the ſaid Yresbyterics ; The Asſembly declareth they had 
owerto doe the ſam23nd ratifieth thar what hath been done 


of late of that kinde upon warrantable grounds , that here. 


after it be nor called in queſtion. 


The Aſſembly alloweth this article. 

#& VILI. Anent the competencie of Presbyterier ani parochins , 
thar ſome proportien may be keeped , both anent che num- 
ber and diſtance of place : It would ſeem expedieat that this 
generall Afembly ſhould appoint a Commiſiian for every 
Shyre , where there is ſuch neceſſitie, thar the particular 
Parochins and Presbyteries within the bounds be duely cone 
ſidered, ana overtures be theſe of the ſame commiliion given 
into the provinciall Synads, and by them to the g2gerall 
Aſſembly , that rhere they may be adviſed , and ratfied. 


a ou A ſſembly referreth this to the care of the particular pres« 
yeeries. 

I'X. Anent the entrie and converſation of Miniſters : Ir is 
expedient rhat the act of Afﬀembliy holden at Edinburgh, 
March 24. 1595. Sef. 7, be ratified , and pur in execution 
in every Presbyterie, and totharend , that they get a cope 
pie thereof, under the Clerks hand whereof rhe rennour 
followerh, . 


fr 


» es a, | 


Ac Seſl. 7. March 26. ofthe Aſſembly at 
Edinburgh 1 596. 


ou germany the defeRionsin the'miniſteric, the ſame being 
» Cu atlength read out, reaſoned , and conſidered ; The bre- 
43 thren concluded the ſame , agreeing there=with : and in reſpe# 
\» that by Gods grace, they intend reformation, and to ſee the Kirk 
4» and miniftery parged ; to the effe4 the wor ke may have better ſuce 
3» ceſie » they think it neceſſar that this Aſſembly be humbled , for 
1 Ponting ſuch care as becamg in ſuch points , ax is ſet dewn I 
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o . ſome zealous and pdly brethren in dofrine , lay them out for thee? 
1» betrer humiliation ; ard that they make ſolemne promiſe before sh® 


1» Majeſlic of God ; and makenew covenant with him for a more 
2? carejul l and reverent diſcharge of their miniflerie. To the which 
» effe& was choſen Mr. lohn Davidſon; and Tweſday next at 
»» nine hoeres in the motning appointed, inthe new Kirks for that eF- 
wfeft : whereunto none is to reſort , but the minifirie : theforme to 
1, bee adviſed the morne in privie conſerence. | 


The tennour of the adviſe of the brethren ; depute for 
penning the enormities and corruptions in the mini- 
iterie, and remead thereof, allowed by,the generall 
Aſſembly here conveened. 1596: 


| Corruptions in the office. 
2 F Or as much as by the too ſudden admiſſion and light tryall of 
»& perſons tothe miniftrie , cometh to paſſe that many ſcandals 
»j ll our in the perſons of miniſters ;-ut would be ordained in time 
» comming , that more diligent inquifition and triall be uſed of all 
1 ſuch perſons as ſhall enter into the miniftrie, 2. 
» As ſpecially theſe points, That the intrant ſhall be poſed upon 
2» bis conſcience , before the great God , ( and that in moſt grave 
»» manner ) what moveth him to accept the of fice and charge of the 
» miniſtrie upon him, 
» That it beinquired , if any by ſoliftation , or moyen, direfly or 
3», indirefly, preaſe to enter in the ſaid office: And, if it bee tound, 
> that the ſolifter be repelled ; and that the Presbyterie repell alt 
»» ſuch of their number ſr2m voting in the eleftion or admiſfion as 
2» ſhall. bee found moyeners for the ſoliciter , and poſed upon their 
9» Conſcience to declare the truth to that effeR. | 
» T hirdly , becauſe by preſentations , many forcibly are thruſt 
» Into the: miniftery, and upon Congregations, that utter thereafter 
»» that they were not called by God : It would bee provided that none 
2» ſeeke preſentations to Benefices without advice o the Presbyserie 
» within the bounds whereof the benefice is , and if any doe in the 
2» contrarie , they to be repelled as rei ambitus. 
fins to be admitted to theminifiric hereaf. 
»» ter , conſiſt not only in their o—_ and atilitieto preach , bus 
*» alſo in conſcience » and feeling , and ſpiritual wiſedome, and na- 
2 mely in the knowledge of the bownds of their calling in dofrine , 
WF nn Os -- , id 
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» fiſcipline , and wiſedome, te behave himſelf accordingly with 
»» the diverſe ranks of p:rſons within his fl.ck, as namely with 
,y Atha\'s, rebellious , weak conſciences , and ſuch other, where- 
,»7n the paſtoral charge is moſi kvthid ; and that hebe meet ty 
+» ſtop the mouthes of he adverſaries : andſuch as are nt qualified 
,» in theſe points t0 be delayed to further tryal 5 and while they he 
2» found qualified, And becauſe men may be found meet fur ſome 
3» Places who are not meet for other, it would be conſidered, that the 
3» principall pl tces of the Realme be provided by men of moſt worthie 
»» gifts , wiſedome aud experience, and that none take the charge 
3, of greater number of prop I: nor they aye able to dsfeharge: And « 
»» Aſſembly to take order herewith , ar d the aft of che provinciall of 
2, Louthain, made at Linlithgow , #o be urged. 
3» That ſuch as ſhall bee ſound not given to their book and ftud!e 
2, of Scriptures, not Carefull to have books , not piven to ſanfift- 
>, cation and prayer, that ſludie not to bee powerful and ſpiritual, 
3» Not applying the doArine to corruptiens ; which is the paſtorall 
»» Lift , 0b [cure and too ſcholaſftich before the people, cold, and want- 
» Ing of ſpiritual zeal , negligent in vifiting of ihe ſick, and caring 
»» for the pore; or indiſcreet im choſing of parts of tbe word not meet- 
2 eft for the flock, ſlattcrers and diſſembling at publick ſms, and 
>. ſpectrally of great per ſonages in thitr congregation y for F emp , 
2, Or for fear, that all ſuch perſons bee cenſured ; according to the 
2» degree of their faults , and continuing therein , bee deprived, 
1» That ſuch as be flothfall in the minſtration of the Sacraments 
.z and irreverent , as prophaners receiving the eleane anduncleant, 
3» ignorants and ſenſeleſſe prophane , and making no conſcience 
of their profeſſion in ther calling and families , omitting dut 
»» tryall or uſing none , or light tryall, having refpet in their tryal 
z» to perſons , wheyein there is manifeſt corruption ; that all ſuch 
$5 "or a rebuked, and if they continue therein, that they bt 
epojed, | | 
iſ "poſe if anv be found a ſeller of the Sacraments , that hee bet 
», depoſed ſimpliciter : and ſuch as eollude with ſlanderous per- 
2» [ons in diſpenſing 414 over = ſeeing them for money , incurre tht 
» like puniſhment, That every Miniſter be charged to have a Seſ- 
3» ſton eſtabliſhed of the meetteft men in his Congregation , and that 
»» Diſcipline ſtrike not only vpon groſſe ſins , as whoredome y' 


2» blood - ſhed, &'c, but upon ſons repugnant. to the word of God a 
4 -} hob 
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5; as blaſphemle of God , banning , profaning of the Sabbath , diſ- 
2» obedient to parents y idle, unruly ones without calling , drunks- 

' 2, ards , and ſuch like deboſhed men, as make not conſetence of 
,, their life and ruling of their families , and ſpecially of education 
,» of eheir children, 1 ying, ſflandering, and backbiting and breaking 
2» of promiſes : and this to be an univerſal order throughout the 
2» Realme , Eo, and ſuch like as are negligent herein , aud contie 
», nue therein after admonitien , be depoſed. 

,» That none falling in publick, ſlanders , be received inthe fel< 
1, lowſhip of the Kirk , except his Minifter have fome appearance 
», and warrand in conſcience , that hee hath both a feeling of fin, 
, and apprehenſion of mercie , and for this effeF , that the Mini- 
» fler travel with him, by defArine , and prevate infiruttion to 
», bring him here = to, and ſpecially in the doctrine of repentance , 
2, which being neglected , the publick place of repentance is turned 
2» in a mocking, | 
t 3» Dilapidation of benefices , dimitting of them fdr favour , or 
2» money , that they become laick patronages , without adviſe of the 
» Kirk. and ſuch like interchanging of benefices , by tranſac- 

», Fon and tranſporting of themſelves by that occaſion , without the 
»» knowledpy 0 f.q5e irk , preciſely tobe puniſhed: Such like, thae 

2, ſetting of without the conſent of the 4ſſembly , be puniſhed 

_@ accerding to the aRs: and that the dimitters infavours for money, 

, Or otherwiſe to the effeR above=writen : bee puniſhed as the dila- 

pidators. 4 


Corruptions in their perſons and lives. 

» 7 Tama ſuch as arelight and wanton in their behaviour , as in 
* gorgeous and light apparell ; in ſpeech , in ufing light and 
,» prophane companie , unlawfull gaming , as dancing , an N 
»» dycing and ſuchliks; not beſeeming the gravitie of a Paſtour , bee 
»» ſharply and gravely reproved by the Presbyterie, according tothe 
1» depree thereof ; and continuing therein after due admonition , thae 
2» hee bee ,, depryved , as flanderous to the Goſpel. . - 

3» That Miniſters being ſound Jwearers » or banners , prophans 
19ers 3 of the Sabbath, drunkards, fighters , _ of all rheſe 
3» or any of them , he depoſed ſimpliciter; and ſuch like. lyars, de- 
» trafters , flatterers , breakers of promiſe , brawlers, and quar 
2 rellers , after admonitien continging therein « Incurre the ſame 
» puniſhment, ; os. E aa T/,4k 
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1» That Miniſters given to unlawful and imcompetent trades and 


2» Occupations for filthie gain , as holding of oftleries, taking of Þ | 


»» ocker beſide conſcience and good lawes, and braring wordly offices 
3» noblemen and gentlemerts houſes, marchandiſe , and ſuch 
like, buying of vittuals , and keeping to the dearth , and all ſuch 
3, world: y occupations, as may difirad them from thur charge, and 
2» may be ſlanderous to the paſtorall calliag , be admoniſhed and 
2» brought tothe acknowledging of thiir fins 4. and if they continge 
23 therein , tobe depoſed, | 

»» That Miniſters not reſident at their flocks, be depoſed accord- 
»» ing to the afts of th: generall A fſembly, and laws of the Realme: 
>, 0therwiſe the burthren to be laid on the Presbyteries , and they to 
», be cenſured therefore. 

»» That the Aſſembly command all their members , that none of 
»+them await on the court and afairs thereof : without the advice 
>» and allowance of their Presbyterie, Jiem, that they intend no 
2» «Aion civill without the ſaid advice; except in ſmall maters : and 
32 jor remeding of the necesſczie, that ſome Miniſters hath to entet 
22 1n plea of law , that remedie bee craved , that ſhort proces ebet 
> deviſed, tobee uſed in Miniſters aRtions. «4 

2» That Minijters take ſpeciall cire inuſing godly excerciſes in 
»» their families , in teaching of their wives ; children , and ſer- 
» vant? , in uſing ordinarie prayers and _— of Scrip tures , 
33 in removing of offenſive perſons out of thety families , and ſuch like 
+, other points of godly converſation; and good example, C5 that they 
z, at the viſitation of their Kirks , try the Miniſters families in theſ 
22 points foreſaid, and ſuch as are found negligent in theſe pines ; 
, foreſaid afier due admonition , ſhall be adjudged unmet to gt 
43 Vern the houſe of God , according to the rule of the A pofile. | 


»» That Miniſters in all companies flrive to hee ſpirituall and pro« 


»» fitable , and to tal ke of things pertaining to godlineſſe , as name 
»» of ſuch as may ſtrengthen us in Chriſt, inſtruS us inour calling, of 
»\ the meant how to have Chriſts Kingdome better efabliſhed'in our 
»» Congregations , and to know bow the Goſpel flouriſbeth in our 
"22 flocks,and ſuch like others the hinderances,and the remeeds that we 
»» finde,&c. wherein there is manifold corruptionsboth in our coms 
>, panying with our [elves , and with others : and that the contras 
2, veeners thereof by tryed , and; ſharply be rebuked). 


4s Th4l 


s 
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4 + 3 That no Miniſter be found to contenance , procure , or aſſiſt a 
», publick offender challenged by hig own Miniſters , for his publick 


»» off ence , or to bear with him , as though his Minifte , were too 


2» ſevere upon him , under 4 pain of admonition and rebuking. 


A 
Anent generall Aſſemblies: 


” T Ourget he keeping of the Aﬀts anent the keep ing of the A [ſſem- 
.3 Þ& bly, thas i may have the own reverence and majcflie- 


The Aſiembly having heard the whole aft read , moſt unt- 


animouſly alloweth and a pproveth this article, 


Y, Anent the defraying of the expenſes ofth? Commilſ- 
foners to the generall Afembly , referreth and recommen= 
deth the ſame unto che particular Presbvterie , and efpect- 
ally to the ruling Elders therein , that ch:y may rake ſuch 
courſes whereby ; according toreaſon and former acts of 
Aſſemblies, the Commiſſioners expenſ:s to this Aſſembly, 
and to the ſubſequent , may be born by the particular paro= 
chins of every Presbyrterie, who [endeth them in thetr name, 
and to their behalf, and for that effeft, that all ſort of pers 
ſons ablein land or moneys proportionally , may bear a part 
of the burthen » as they reap the benefit of thelr paines. 


The A ſſembly;referreth this unto the care of the particular Preshy4 
reries. 
XI. Anent the repreſſing of proprieand ſuperſtition; It ſeem 
| eth expedient that th: number and names of all the Papiſts im 
this Kingdome be taken upatthis Aﬀembly , if it may be 
| conveniently done, andif not, that it be remitred ro the 
J next provincial Aſſemblies , that it may appear what grourtt 
| poperieth2th had , and now a ——_ this Kingdome s 


what popich prieſts, and feſuit therE1n the land ; and that all 


perſons of whatſoever itare*and Condition ; be obliged tg 
| iwear and ſubſcribe the confeſſion of Faith, as it is now Con 
deſcended upon by this general Afſembiy,that they frequeng 
oþ the word and, Sacraments in the ordinar dyets and places , 
otherwiſ; os, roceed againſt them with the cenſures of the 
7 Ffdreg be not ſent our of the countrey withour 

A D licence. 


Kick , 
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licence of the Presbyteries or provinciall Synods 
bounds where they dwell. 


a> 


Al 


The Aſiembly referreth this article to the ſeveral Precby- p 


Feraes- 


X II. Arn order © be raken that the Lords Supper he 
more frequently adminiſtrat Hoth in burgh and landward » chen Y* 


it hath been in the(- ear: by gone : It were expedient that 
the a at Edinburgh December 25- 1552 Sefs. 5. bze renewed, 
and ſome courſe bee raken for furniſhing of the elementsþ 
where the Miniſter of the Pariſh hath allowance only for 


once inthe year. | 


The Aſiembly referreth this to the conſideration of Presbyte- 


ries . and declareth that the charges be rather payed out 
of that dayes collet;on . then that the Congregatum want 
the more frequent uſe of the . acrament. { 
X ]T1. Anent the entrie of Minitters to the miniſtne 2 
The Aflembly thinks expedient that the aCt holden at St. 


Andrews . April 24. 1582. Sefſ, 7. Touching the age of Þ© 


#wentty fiveyears be renewed, and none to be admitted before 


that time, except ſuch as for rare and ſingular qualities. ſhall , 


be judged by the general or provincial Asſembly ro be meet 
and worthic thereof. | 


The Aſſembly approveth this article. 

XIV. Anent mercats en onday and Saturday withinBurghs, 
cauſing intollerable profanation of the Lords Day,by carying 
of loads, bearing of Burthens3 and other work of that 
kinde : It were expedient for rhe redreſſe thereof, that the 
* Carc for reſtraining of this abuſe be 1ecommended by the Al 
ſembly unto the ſeveral! Burghs , and they to bee earneſtly 
entreated to finde out ſome way for the repreſling of this 
evill , and changing of the day; and to report their diligence 
there-anent to the nexrgenerall Asſembly. 


wy Aſſembly referreth this article to the conſideration of the 
HYTOWSs. : 
NV. Anencthe proſanation of the Sabbath - day in Landward » 
eſpecially for want ef divine ſervice in the afternoone : The 
Aſſembly ordaineth the at of Aﬀſembly holden at _ 
_ ty 


p, 
e 


# 


by. 
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{uly 12 1580.,, Seff. 10. for keeping both dyetsz to be pur 


1n execution . 


The Aſſembly alloweth this article. 

XV !. Anent frequenting with excommunicat perſons * The 
Lſſembly ordaineth that the at at Edinburgh, March 5- 1569. 
eff. to. to wit, That theſe who will not farbear the compame of 
xcommunicat per ſous af ze? due admonition , beexcommunicat them« 
elves » except they forbear , to be þut in execution. 


The Aſſembly alloweth this article, 

XY]. Whereas the confoſſion of the Faith of this Kirk ; 
concerning both Doftrine and Diſcipline , ſo often called 
in queſtion by the corrupt judgement and tyrannous autho= 
ritic of the pretended Prelats, is now clearly explained, and 
by this whole Kirk repreſented by this generall Aſgembly 
concluded » ordained alſo to bee ſubſcribed by all ſorts of 
perſons within the ſaid Kirk agd Kingdome: The Asſembly 
conſt tutes , andordaines, that from henceforth no ſort of 

erſon , of whatſoever quality and degree , be permitred to 
peak , or write againſt the ſad Confeſſion , this Asſemblys 
er any aCt of this Aſsembly , and that under the paine of 1n« 


Jcurring the cenſures of this Kirk. 


> 


The Aſſembly alloweth this article. | 
XV1II. Anent voicing in Kirk Seſſions: Tt is thought 
expedient that no Miniſter moderating his Seſſion , ſhall u- 


ſurpe a negative voice over the members of his Seſſion, and 
where there 15 two or moe Miniſters in one Congregation , 
that they have equall power in voicing, that one of them 
hinder not the reaſoning or voicing ofany thing , whereun- 
to the other Miniſter or Miniſters 5 with 2 Freat part of the 
Seſſion inclineth , being agrecable to the acts and praftife 
of the Kirk, and that one of the Miniſters without advice of 
his colleague appoint not dyers of Communion nor examina- 
tion » neither hinder his colleague from catechiſing and uſing 


other reltgious exerciſes as ofc as he pleaſerh. 


The Afiembly referreth this article to tha care of the Preſ- A 
ter16s , | ; . 
XX. Since the office of Dixceſane, or lordly Biſhop, is fe 
utterly abjured , and reomoved our of this Kirk : ye” 
D 2 thoughe 
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7 
thought fitthat all titles of dignitie , favouring more of pos 
perie than of Chriſtian hiverrie , as Chapters with their eleCti« 
ons *n« conſecrations, *bbots, Priors, Deans, Arch» deacons, 
Preaching - deacons, Chanters , Subchanters and oti:ers having 
the i:ke nitle, flowing trom the Pope and canon law only, as 
reſtificth che ſecond book of Diicipline, beealſobaniſhed 
out of this reformed Kirk and not to bee uſurped or uſed 
hereaftcr under eccleſialtical cenſure. 


The .Aſſembl» alloweth this Article. 
XX Anent the preſenting either of Paſtours or Readers and School-(** 
maſters, to particular Congregations, that there bea reſpet 
Had ro the Conrgregartion,Ct that no perſon be intruded in any 
office of the Kirke , contrare tothe will of the congregari-Þ} | 
pn to'which they areappointed, | 
| The Aſſemblyalloweththisarticle. | 
XX I. Anent Mariage without proclamation of bans , which 
being 10 ule theſe years by - gone hath produced many dan- 
gerous effects: The &Aflembly would diſcharge the fame, 
conforme to the former acts, except the Presbyrerie in 
{omeneceſlarie exigents diſpenſe therewith, Tl 


I be Aſſembly alloweth this article. 

XXIL Anenr the ,buriall in Kirks , the Afſembly would 
be pleaſed to conſider anent the act of Asſembly at Edinburgh 
1588. Seſs. 5. 1f it ſhall be pur in execution, and to dif 
Charge funeral ſermons , asſavouring of ſuperſtition, 


The Aſſembly referreth the former part of this article anent 

buriall in Kirks to the care of Presbyteries, and diſcharget! h 

all funeral ſermons, 1 

XXI11. Anent the tryall of ExpeRants before their entrie 

tothe miniſtrie., itbetng norour that they have ſubſcribed 

the confeſſion of Faith now declared in this Aſſembly , and 
that rhey have exerciſed often privatly , and publickly 

with approbation of the Presbyterie » they ſhall ſirft adde 

and maxethe exerciſe publickly , and make a dicſourſe c 

 fome common head 1n Latine, and give propoſitions the 

upon for diſpure ,. and thereafter be queſtioned by the Pres 

. . Þyterie upon queſtions of m—— and Chronologie; 

- , ent particular textsof Scripture how they may be interpre 

lay - t 
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ted according to tne analogic of Faith, and reconciled, and 
that they be examined vpon their kill ofthe Greek8: Hebrew, 
that they bring a reſtificat of their 1ife and converiation from 
ether Colledge or Presbyrerie , where they reſide, 


The Aſſembly alloweth this article, * 

XXIV. The Asiembly having confidered the order of 
the provincial Asſembly , given in by the moſt ancient of 
the Miniitrie within every Province, as the ancient plates 
forme thereof , ordained the ſame to be obſeryed contorme 
tothe roll, re ziftrat | in the books of Asſembly , whereof 
the eennour followeth, 


ool- 

ect 

ny 

way The order of the Provincial Aſdemblies in 
Scotland , according to the Presbyteries 

ich therein contained. 


an's 1. The Provincial Aſembly of Mers and Tividail. 


W , Dunce. 


EE — 


i. A. .——— 


d. Charn/ide. Y Mers To meet the firſt 
JThe Presby- { Kelfo. 2 JTroidail. timeatfedburgh, 
teries of © Eyſliltoun. 5 YThe Forreſe. the third T weſ- 
3 Tedbingh.  CLauderdail. day of April, 
Melros. . 
2. The Previncial of Louthian., 
Dumwbar. ; T1 
2 Hadingtoun. E 


"0 he Presby- { Dalkeech. = Hoes oe 


reries of Eat h, -Q Louthian . . 
rr Tweeddall. the third 1 wel 
oy Linlithgow. day of April. 
3. The Provincial of Perth. 
Perth. To meer the 
e Presby- ; Dunkel. 21 = _ firſt time at 
Aughterardor. 5 3 4 dome of Perth Perth, the ſe= 


Sermuling, & Uh and of Str» cond Tweſe 
(0 Dumblane. q—- S 4 * - duet a 
c 
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4. The Province of Drumtrees, 


Ni4ddiſdaill. id 
Dumfrees+ S Annandaill. To meerthe fir 
ThePresby. )Penpone Ewſdaill. time at Drum | 
- teries of )/! «wr OY Eshdasl. frees, the ſecondly] - 
Middilbec. 2 \ Pachopdaill, T weſday of 4 
: & a part of pril. 
Galloway. 


5. The Provincial of Galloway. 
= = Shyref- To meer theff 7 


Wightoun. dome of Wio- firlt time at 
age þ FI ton, and See IW ptoun, ehird 
Strantaver. & 3 warticof Kr Twelſday of 


oor April. 


The Provinoal wy: of Aire or Irwing. 1 


To meer wit 
the Provincia 
$420 Shyref- Synod of Glu 
dome of Aire. gow pro hac vic 
the firſt Tweſd 
of April, 


6. The Provincial Synod of Glaſgow. | 


The Shyr. of To meer wit 

Dum 5 Gromns, - the Proving 

Pp umbartane. = ( Barrony of all Synod of 
Th ny _ Glaſgow. 5 Renfrow. the Aire and Ir- 
Hammiltoun, Z __ .of Chdſ- wing at Glaf 


cr 1 — $ Aire. 
teries of 71 ring. 


The boun ds 


o1 


'{ Lanerls, 4 dailoverand gow. » pro has YT 
| ng:hers VICE t 


7+ Ti 


 Aſcembly 1638. is 
7. The Provincial Synad of Argyl, deſired to bee 


eretted in ſeveral Presbyteries , according 
to the note given in, 


( Dunune. 5 C The Siyrif- . To 'meet the 
| . 5 Kinloch- = * comes of rſt rime at fane= 
on por ny ( Inneraray, S Argi' & Boot: reray , the fourth 
Ke/inoir. v $ withapart Tweiday of «A« 

$k ye. j C of Loobabare - pril. 


8. The Provincial Syned of Fife. 


; Sr,  ndrews = meetthe 
the ThePresby- Kirkadie., S The Shyref= Cow per in Fife 
+þ teries of Dumferms [ dome of Fife. the hritTweſs 
1176 ling+ - day of April. 
of 9. Tie Previncial Synod of Angus and Merns. 
Meevle 3 ro meer the 
. | Dun 'E C The Shyref- g,q rime at 
ThePresby- Arbroth, Z <4 domes of pyudie, the 
eeries of $ Forfair Bre-"v Forfair and (rd U welday 


e cen Merns, _ of April. 

lf 10. Tie Provincial Synod of Aberdene. 

VIC -: berdene. : \ 

{d Kincatrain.. { The Shyref- To meet the firſt 
All - foord. 5 | domes of rimeatnew Aber* 


- 
ThePr _ Garioch #2 \ Aberdene and dene the 3 Twel- 
Ecrics © Ser Deer, © \ Bamſe, day of April. 


; Turreffe. 
wit Fordyce. | 
na 11. The provincial Synod of Murray. 
0 
(The Shyref- 
is I nnernes- ,; » domes of In- To meet the 


af- ._) Forreſſe. Y | nernes in art, firſt time at For= 
ac _— rg ; Nairnin v6 reſſe , the _ 
terics © t14vogre. M Bamf 1 weſday 0 
| Abernethie.= | pry 4 : 


in part, 4ber- pril, 


T, , Aberlowor, [den 


"i. 12+ The 
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12, The provincial Synod of Roſe. 


Wt . Tomeetthe frſtÞÞ x 

ThePresby- ( Chamie. 5 c The Shvret- © t Chanrie, 
reries of WT , Fw cnme'of bs the ſecond i'weſ-fh rt 
ingwall — © nernesin pait. 4. of April. b 
. . _ } 
13. Theprovincial Synod of Cathnes, F . 
o to meer the hr C 
ThePresbys $ Rm & © Corpmer, tim: at Donoch, || | 
teries of (Q Thurſo = C Sutherland the third Tweiday | 
| S000 of April G 
14+ The provincial Synod of Orkney and Zetland. 
3 C i heShyref- To meet rhe firſt ; 
ThePresby- S Keirkwall 4 dome of time at K irhwall, . 
teries of © Scalloway. v | Orkney and the ſecond | wel-N , 
- \ Zerland. day of April, 
as CS — 3 
z 


15 The Provinciall Synod of the Iſles 


L L the Kirks of the North-weſt Iſles, viz. Sky, Lewes, 
Ald the reſt of the Iſles > which were lyable to the Diocie 
of the liles , except the Sourh-welt 1iles which are jovned to 
the Presbyreries of Argyll, 'Tomeetthe firlt time at Skye the | | 
ſecond T weſday of May. 


Thar the Miniſter of the place where the Synodall Afſems 
bly meets ſhall preacb the. firſt day of their meeting , and 
pive timouſe advertiſement to rhe relt of the Presvyrteries. 

Itis remembred that of old the Synodall Aſſemblies thac 
were neareſt to others, had correlpondence among them- 
ſelves, by ſending one or two Commillioners mutually from 
one ro another , which courſe 1s thought fit to bee keeped in 
time comming : viz, The Provincials of Louthian, and Mers, 
&c. The Provin ials of Drumfreis , Galloway , Glaſgow , and 
Argyll, The Provincials of Perth, Fyfe, and Angus, &Cc, 

The Provincials of aberdein and Myrrdy. The Provincials 


LY 
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of Roſie , Caithnes, and Orknay, The Commiſſioners for 
correlpondence amongli the Synodals to be a Minitter and a 
ruling Elder. 

The Aſsembly recommendeth to the ſeverall Presbyteries 
th= execution of the old acts of Aisemblics, againit the 
break of the Sabbath=day , by the going of Milles , Salt- 
pans , Salmond-fiſhing , or any ſuch-like labour, and ra 
this end revives and renews che act of the aſsembly , hol» 
= at Meagan th 02. S:{s. 5. whereof the tennor fol- 

OWCcrn. 
2» The Aſſentlie conſidering that the conventions of the people , 
2 /pecially on the Sabbath-day , are terie rare in manie places , by 
,»aijiraction of labour , not only in Harveſt and $::d-trme , but 
3» alſo every Sabbath by fiſhing both of whyse fiſh and Salmond fiſhe 
», ing, and in goimg of Milles z Therefore the Aſicmblie , dijchar= 
vgeb and inhibiteth , all ſuch labogr of fiſhing as«well whvie fiſh 
» as Salmond fiſh , and going of Miles 0) all jorts upon th. Sab- 
»» bath=day , under the paime of incurring the cenſures of the Kirk, 
»» And ordains the Commiſſioners of this Aſjemblie to meane the 
2, jame'to his Majeſtte , and to deſire that a pecuntall paine may be 
3» injoyned upon the contrav.eners of this preſent act, 


Ro —— 
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AQ Sell, 14. December 18, 1638, 
He Asſembly confidering the great necesfity of purging 


this land from bygone corruptions, and of preſerving 
her from the hike in time coming , ordaineth the Presbyre- 
ries to proceed with the cenſures of the Kirk , to excom- 
munication, againlt thoſe Miuiſters who being depoſed by 
this asſembly acquieſces nor to rierr ſentences, but exer- 
cile ſome part of their Miniſterial fuaRion, refuleth th.m- 
ſelyes , and with - draw otiers from the ebcdience of the 
acts of the asſembly, 


—_— 


AQ 
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AQ Seſſ 25. December 19. 1638. 
AgainFt the civil places and power of Kirk=men:. 


He generall Asſ{embly, remembering that among other 
caules of the apptication of the confeflion of Faith ro the 
preſent time, which-was ſubſcribed in February 1638. The 
clauſe touching the civill places and power of Kirk-men, was 
referred unto the tryal of this A>ſembly ; entered into a ſe« 
rious {earch rhereof, eſpecially of their ſitting on the bench, 
as Juſtices of peace, their fitting in Seſſion and Ceuncel , 
their riding and voting in Parlament : and confideringhow 
this vote in Parliament, was not at firſt ſought nor requyred 
by th's Kirk, or worthy men of the Miniſterie , bur being 
obtraded upon them , was diſallowed for ſuch reaſons as 
could not we!l bz anſwered ( as appeareth by the conference, 
holden at Halyrude - bouſe « 59g. which with the reaſons 
therein con:ai:e4 was read in che face of the@ Aſſembly) & 
by plura'i:y of voices nor being able roreſilt rhat *niorced 
favour » they fore'eeing th- dangerous conſequences thei e- 
- of, 1n the Asſembly at Mentreſe did limitace the fame by 
many necesſare cau!tons : Conidering al othe proteitarion 
mad= inthe Parliament 1606 by Commitiion rs from Pref- 
bvreries, and provincial Asſemvlies, againit chis re!tjirution 
of Biſhops to vore in Parliament, and againſt all ctvil offices 
in the perſons of P:ſ{tors, ſepzrare unto the Volpel, as in- 
compatible with their (piritual fun&ion ; with ths manifold 
realonsof that Proteftation from the word of God , ancient 
Councels,ancient and moderne Divines, from rae Doctrine, 
diſcipline and Confeſſion of Faith of the Kirk of Scotland, 
which are extantinprint , and wereread inthe audience of 
the Asſembly : Conſidering alſo from their own experience 
the bad fruits and greatevils, which have been the inſepa- 
rable conſequents of theſe offices , and that power in the 
perſons of Paltors ſeparate ro the Goſpel , tothe great pre- 
Judice of the freedome and libertie of the Kirk , rhe juriſ{di- 
Aion of her Asſemblies, and the powerful fruits of their 
ſpicixual Miniſterie z The Asſembly moft unanimouſly in 
_—_ h _ 
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one voice , with the heſitation of two allanerly , declared, 
that as on the one part the Kirk and the Miniſters thereof are 
oblidged to give their adviſe and good counſel in matters 
conce: ning tne Kirk or the Conſcience of any whatſomever, 
ro his Majeſtie, ro the Parliament 10 the Councel, orto 
any members thereof, for their reſoly;zons from the word 
of God , So an the other part , thats bothinexpedient, 
and unlawful 1n this Kirk, for Paſfors ſeparate unto the 
Goſpel ro brook civil places, and offices, asto be Jaltices 
of peace 3 fit and decerne in Councel, Seſſion, or E.xchec- 
ker 3 to ride or vote 1n Parliament , to b2 Judges or Af- 
ſesſors 1a any Civil Judicaroric ; and therefore reſcinds and 
annuls , all contraric acts of As'embly , namely of the Af 
ſermbly holden ar Mentroſe 1600. which being preſt by aus 
thority , did rather for an anzeram tolerat the ſame , and thir 
limirate by many cautions , tor the breach whereof the Pre- 
lats have been juſtly ceniured , then in freedome.ot judge: 
ment allow thercof , and ordaineth the Presbyteries to 
proceed with the Ceniures of the Kirk , againlt ſuch as ſhall 
tranſgresle herein in time Coming, 


mm 
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Act Seff. 26. December 20. 1638. 


He Asſembly confidering the great prejudice which 
T Gods Kirk inthis land , hath ſuſtained theſe yearsb y. | 
pait » by the unwarranted printing of lybels , pamphlets » 
and polemieks ; to the diſgrace of Religion , Nlander of 
the Goſpel , 1nfeCting and diſquyeting the mindes of Gods 
people , and diſturbance of the peace of the Kirk , and re- 
membring the formeraQts , and cuſtome of this Kirk, as of 
all other Kirks, made for reſtraining theſe and the like a- 
buſes , and that nothing be prinred concerning the Kirk , 
and Religion , except it be allowed by theſe whom the 
Kirk intruſgs with that charge : The Asſcmbly unanimoully , 
by verrue of their ecclefiaſtical authority » diſchargerh and 
anhibiteth all-printers within his Kingdome, to print any 


act of the former Asſcmblicsy apy gi ths proud, 
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of this Asſembly,any confesfton of Faith,any Proteſtations, 
any reaſons pre or contra, anent the preſent diviſions and con« 
traverſtes of this time,or any other treatiſe whatſoever which 
may concerne the Kirk of Scotland , or Gods cauſe in hand, 
without warrand ſubſcribed by Mr, Archbald Iohniton , as 
Clerk to the Asſembly , and Advocate for the Kirk ; or to 
reprint without his warrand, any acts or treatiſes forelaids, 
which he hath cauſed avy other to ptint, under the paine of 
Eccleſiaitical cenſures ro be execute againſt rhe tranſgres- 
ſours by the ſeveral Presbyteries, and incaſe of their refuſal, 
by the ſeveral Commisftoners from this Aſſembly: Where. 
untoalſowse are confident, the honourable Judges of this 
nd will contribute their civill authority : and this to be 
intimat publickly inpulpic , with rhe other generall acts of 
this Asſembly. 


LT 


Act Sefl. 26. December 20. 1638. 


Je generall Aſsembly ordaineth all Presbyteries and 
Provinciall Asſemblies to conyeen before them , ſuch as 
are ſcandalous and malicious , and will not acknowledge this 
' Asſembly, nor acquieſce unto the acts thereof: And to cen- 
fare them according ro their maliceand contempt , and acts 
of this Kirk 3 and where Presbyrerties are refraCtarie , grant- 
eth power unto the ſeyerall Commisfions to ſummond them 
to compear before the nexr generall Aſs*mbly to be holden 
atEdinburgh , the third Wedinſday of Julie , to abide cheir 
tryall and Cenſure, 


Act Sefl, 26. December 20. 163g. 


"Tc Asſembly conſidering the aRts and practiſe of this 
Kirke in her pureſt times , that the Commisfioners of e- 
very Presbyterie , Burgh , and Univyerſitie , were both or- 
.dainsd to take , and ically did take from the Clerk 3 Ne 
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whole generall aCts of the Asſembly , ſubſcribed by the 
Clerk : Whereby they might rule and conforme their judi- 
catorie themſelves , and all perſons within their juriſdifti« 
ons, unto the obedience thereof : Conſidering the great 
prejudices we have lately felt out of ignorance of the acts of 
Aſsembly , Conſidering alſo the grear necesſity in this time 
of retormarion , beyondany other ordinarie time , ro have 
an extra&trthereof: The Asſembly ordainerh be this preſent 
at , that all Commishoners from 'Presbyreries , Kanda 
and Univerſities , preſently get under the Clerks hand an In- 
dex of rhe acts, till the acts rhemſelves be extracted, and _ 
thereafter ro get the full extract of the whole generall acts, 
to be inſert in their Presbyterie books , whereby all their 
proceedings may be regulate in time coming, Likeas the 
Aſſembly recommendeth unto every Kirk Sesfion , for the 
preſervation of their particular Paroch from the reentrieef 
the corruptions now diſcharged , and for their continuance 
in the Covenant, anent doctrine , worſhip ard diſcipline 
now declared, roobrain an extract of theſe acts: eſpecially 
if they be printed : Seeing their pryce will no wayes then be 
conſiderable : asrhe benefite both of the particular Parig*h, 
and the intereſt of the whole Kirk , in the preſervation the- 
reof from defeCtion is undenyable : ſeeing Presbyteriesare 
compoſed of ſundry Parochins , and ſo muſt be aftected , or 
infected as they are, as Provinciall and generall Aﬀemblies 
are compoſed of Presbyteries , and ſo muſt be dipoſed 
as they are. 


ACtSeſi. 26. December 20. - 
In the Aſſembly at Glaſgow 163 8. concerning the conts 
feſſion of Faith renewed in Februar, 1638. 


T He Aſſembly conſiderig that for the purgingand preſer- 
vation of religion, for the Kings Majeſties honour, and 
for the publick peace of the Kirk and Kingdome, the renew- 
ing of that nationall Covenant and oath of this Kirk and 
Kingdome , in Februar 1638, was molt neccflare, —_ 


6 The Generall 


the Lord hath bleſſed the ſame from Heaven with 2'wonder- 
full ſacceſle for the good of religion , rhat the ſaid Covenant 
{uſpendeth rne practiſe of novations already introduced, and 
the approvation of th2 corruptions of rhe preſent governe- 
ment ofthe Kirk, with the civill places, and power of Kirk- 
men, till they be trycd in a free generall Aſſembly, and that 
now after long and ſerious examination, it is found that b 

the cofcſlion of Faith , the five atticles of -Perth, and Epiſ- 
copall governement are abjuredand to be removed our of 
this Kirk » and the civill places and power of Kirk-men are 


declared to beunlawfull ; 'Fhe ATembly alloweth and ap- 


proveth,the ſame inall the heads and articles thereof, And 
0:daineth thatall Miniſters, Maſters of Univerſities , Col- 
ledges , and Schooles andal!l others whohavye not already 
ſub{cribed the ſaid Confesfion and Covenant, ſhall ſub= 
ſcribe the ſame with theſe words prefixed ro the ſubs 
ſcription viz. Thearricle of this Covenant which was at the 
Grſt ſubſcription referred tothe determination of the gmneral 
Aftembly being now determined artGlaszow , in December 
2638. and thereby the hye articlesof Perth, and the governe- 
ment of the Kirk by Biſhops, being declared to be abjured 
and removed » the Civill places and power of Kirk-men de- 
cl:redto be unlawful; We ſubſcrive according to the deter? 
mination, of the ſaid free and lawtull generall Aſſembly 
holden at Glaſgaw: and ordaineth, ad perpetuamrei memoriam, 
the ſaid Covrnant with this declaration to be inſertin the 
regiſters of the Asſemblies of this Kirk ; generall z Provine 
Ciall and Presbyreriall. 


pp —... 
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Act Sefſl 26. December 20. 1638: 
Concerning the ſubſcribing the confeſſion of Faith lately 
ſubſcribed by his e Majeſties Commiſſioner z and 

urged to he ſubſgribed by others. | 


QEcing the generall Asſembly , to whom belongeth pro« 
perly the publick and judiciall interpretation of the con* 
f2flion of Faith , hath now after accurat tryall, and mature 
deliberation clearly found , that the five articles of Perth , 


and. 
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ard the governement of the Kirk by Biſhovs: are abjured . 
by the confeſſion of Faith, as the ſ:me was profesed in the 
year 1580. and was renewed in this inſtantyear 1638. And 
that the Marques of Hammiltoun his Mijeſties Commillioner , 
hath cauſed prin: a Declara 1on , bearing that his M:jeſties 
I8tention and his own , in cauſing ſubſc: ibe the conf*ffion 
of Faith , is no wayes toabjure, butro defend Epiſcopall 
goveruement , and that by the oath and explaration ſer 
do«*n in rhe a&t of Councel , it neither was nor poſſibly 
could beabjured , requiring that nonetake the ſaid oath , 
or any Other oath in any ſenſe ,, which may nor conſiſt 
with Epilcopall governement : whichin-direQ@ly repugnant 
to the genuine and true meaning of The foreſ2id Confef- 
fion as 1t was profesſed in theyear 1580. as'is clearly now 
tound and declared by the generall Asſerbly : Therefore 
the generall Asſembly : Doth humbly fupplicate , that 
his Majeſtie may be graciouſly pleaſed, to acknowledge 
and approve the foreſaid true interpretation, and mean- 
ing of the generall As'embly, by his Royall warrand 
to his Majeſties Comm li vner , Councel, and SubjeQs|, 
to be put in record for that effet, whereof we arc con- 
ſident, after his Majefly , hath received true information 
from this Kirk, hounoured with his Majeſties birth and 
baptiſme , which will be a royal teſtimonie of his Maje= 
{ties piety and juſtice, and a powerfull meane to pro= 
cure the heartie affeCtion and obedience of alli his Majeſties 
loyall Subjets : And in the meane time , leaſt any ſhould 
fall under the danger of a contradictorie oath , and bring the 
wrath of God upon themſelvesand the land , for the abuſe 
of his Name and Covenant ; The Asſembly by their Eccle- 
fiaſtical authority , pro|-ibicerh' and diſchargeth , that no 
member of this Kirk.ſwear.or ſubſcribe the ſaid Confesfron, 
ſo far wreaſted to me meaning, under paine of all 
Eccleſiaſtical cenſure: but rhat they ſubſcribe che confesſton 
of Faith» renewed in Februar, with the Declaration ofrhe 
Asſembly ſer dowa in the former d&t, 
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Act. Se. 26. December 10. 1638: 
Concerning yearly generall Aſſemblies. 


He Aſſembly having conſidered the reaſons lately prints 

ed for holding of general Asſemblies, which are taken 
from rhe lighr of nature, the promiſe of Ieſus Chriſt , the 
practiſe of the hcl; Apoſtles , the doctrine and cuſtome of 
other reformed Kirks, and the liberty. of this national Kirk; 
as it 1sexpresſed in the book of Policie , and acknowledged 
in theact of Parlament 1592, and from recentand preſent 
experience » comparing, the lamentable prejudices done rg 
religion, through the former wantof freetand lawful Asſeme 
blies » and the great benefite aryſing ro the Kink , from thiy 
one free and lawful Asſembly ; finde it necesfary to declare 
and hereby declares, that by Divine . Ecclefiaſticali, and 
Civill warrands , this national Kirkhath power and liberty 
to Asſemble and conrveen in her year-ly generall Asſems 
blies , and oftner, pro re nata, as occalionam neceſſis 
ty ſhall require. Appointeth the next Generall "Asſembly 
to fit at Fdindurgh the third Weddinſday of Julie 163g, 
And warneth al' Presbyteries, Univerſities, and Burghes, 
to ſend their Commisſoners for keeping theſame. Giving 
power alſo to the Pr-sbyrerkf jof Edinburgh ,pro re natd: 
and upon anv urgent extraordinarie neceslity ( 1f any 


ſhall happen beforethedier appointed in Julie) ro giveadvers 
riſementto all the Pregsbyteries, Univerhities, and Burghes, 


ro ſend their Commisſioners for holding an occaſtonall Ag 


ſembly. Andifin tke meane tim* it ſhall pleaſe the Kings 


Majeſtie to indicta generall Asſembly , ordaineth all Pres 
byreries ; Uni» erfities, and Burghes, ro ſendtheir Come 
misſioners for keeping the time and place which ſhall be aps 
pointed by his Majeſties Proclamation, 


? 


le 
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ACt Seff. 6. December 20. 


Ordaining an humble ſupplication to be ſent'to ths. 
Kings CMHajeſtie. 


hell (He Afﬀſembly , from the ſenſe of his Majeſties pietie and 
off = juſtice , manifeſted inthe publick indiCtion of their ſo« 
kf lemne meeting , for the purging and preſervation of Religj- 
ef on; in (o great an exigeat of the extreame danger of both , 
nf from cheir fea:sariſing out of experience of the craftie and 
toff malicious dealing of rheir adverſaries in giving finiſtrous 
ne informations againſt the moſt religious and loyall defignes 
his and doings of his Majeſties good Subjects ,. and from their 
re; carneſt defire ro have his Majeſtie truely informed of their 
nd intentions and proceedings » from themſelyes : who know 
ty them beſt ,- ( which rhey are Confident , will be better be= 
m{1ceved : and finde more cr2dite with his Majeſtic , then a- 
7s || oy ſecret {urmille or private ſuggeſtion to the contrarie 
ly that they may gaine his Majeſties princely approbation and 
9; ratification in the enſuing Parliament to their conſtitutions: 
FE Hath thought meer and ordaineth , that an humble ſuppli- 
cation be directed ro his Majeſtic, teſtifying their moſt 
"$ Yheartic tbankfulneſſe for ſo Royal a favour, as at this time 
hath refreſhed the whole Kirk and Kingdome , ſtopping the_ 
way of catumnie , and humbly ſupplicating for the appro- 
Ybation » and ratification foreſaid: Thar truth and peace 
Emay dwell together in this Land ,,tothe increaſe of his 
ge Majeſties glorie, and the comf, utetnefle of his Maje« 
ties good People : This the Afſ®bly hath committed , 
according to the Articles forcſaid , to be ſubſcribed by 
on their Moderatour and Clerk, in their vame. The renneay 
whereof folleweth ; 
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TO THE KINGS MOST 
EXCELLENT MAJESTIE: 


The humble Supplication of the general Aſt 
bly of the Kirk of Scotland , conveened at 
_ Glaſgow, November 21. 1638. 


Oft gracious Soveraigne , 


Weyour Majeſties moſt humble and loyal Sul 
Jects - the Commiſſioners from all the parts of this yo 
Kdajeſties ancient and native Kingdome, and members off 
the National Aſſembly , conveered art Glaſgow, by youll 
Majeſties ſpecial indiction , conſidering the grear happineſk 
which ariſeth both to Kirk and Common-wealth , by el 
murual embracements of Religion and Juſtice, of trut 
and peace, when it pleaſeth the Supreame Providence ſon 
diſpoſe, that princely power and ecclefiaſtical authoriti 
joynein one y do withall thankfulnesſe, of heart ackrowled 
ge, With our mouthes doe corfes/e, and not only wit 
our pennes, bur with all our power are readic to witnes 
untothe world, to your Majeſties never dying glorie, ho 
much the whole Kingdome is affefted,cand nor only refrefl 
ed, burrevived, with rhe comfortable ſenſe of your Maj 
ſties pictie, juſlice, and goodnesſe , 1n hearing our humbly 
ſupplications, for a full and free general Asſembly : and 
remembriag that for the preſent , a more true and real teſti«,; 
monie of ourunfained acknowledgement , could not prof, 
ceed from us your Majeſties duetyful SubjeRs, then ti 
walke worthic of ſoroyala favour : It hath been our great 
eſt care and ſerious endeyour , next unto the will of JESUS 
CHRIST, the great King of his Kirk redeemed by his ow 
bloud, in all our proceedings , joyned with our hea 
prayers to GOD, for a bleſſing from heaven upon your; 
Majeſties Perſon and government, from the firſt houre of 
our meeting» to carie our ſelves in ſuch moderation , orderſF,,,; 
and loyaltie , as beſeemed the ſubjeats of ſo juſt and graci$,) 
ousa King , lacking nothing fo much as your — nt 
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onal preſence: With which had we been honoured and 
ade happie , we wete confident to have gained your Maje= 
ties Royall approbarion to our eccleſiaſtick conſtitutions, 
nd concluſions, knowing that arruly Chriſtian mindeand 
oyall hearrinclined from above, 'ro'religion and piety » will 
tthe firſt diſcern , and diſcerning be deeply posſesſed with 
he love of the raviſhing beaune , and heavenly order of the 
jouſe of God ; they both proceeding from the ſame Spirit. 
ut as the joy was unſpeakablz: , and the hopes lively, which 
uFom the fountaines of your Majeities favour did fill our 
olFearts , ſo were we nor alittle troubled, when wee did 
W:rce:ve that your Majeſties Commiſſioner, as before our 
Wnceting , he did endevour a prelimitation of the Asſembly 
cd: the necesſarie Members thereof > and the matters eo bee 
USreaced therein, contrarie to the intention of your Majeſties 
Proclamation indicting a free Asſembly according to the 
Drder of this Kirk, and laws of the Kingdome: Sofrom 
he firſt beginnirgs of our ſitting (as if bis Lordſhip had 
*Fome rather to crosſe , nor to countenance our lawful pro- 
dings, or as we had intended any prejudice to the good 
"Df Religion; or to your Majeſties honour (which GOD 
noweth was far from our thoughts ) did ſuffer notning , al- 
though moſt necesſarie , moſt ordinarie, and moſt unde= 
Sjable , to pasſc without ſame cenſure , contradiftion , or 
roteftation : And after ſome dayes debating of this kindes 
"Farre againſt our expectation , and to our great griefe , did 
nle himſelf, commanded us , who had laboured in eve- 
7 thing to approve our ſelyes to GOD, and to his 
vrdſhip , as repreſenting your Majeſties Perſon , to a= 
-tiſe alſo , and prohibited our further meeting by ſuch a 
roclamation » as will be found to have proceeded, rcarher 
VWrom an unw1llingnesſe that we ſhould any longer fir, then 
TJFrom any gronnd or reaſon , which may endure the tryal 
Mgither of your Majeſties Parliament, or of your own royall 
 "Fudgement, unto which if ( being conveened by indiftion 
-*rom your Majeſtic, and fitting now in a conſtitute Aſſem- 
cl'Sly) we ſhould have given place, This Kirk and Kingdome, 
*rFoutrare to your Majeſtics mot laudable intentions manife- 
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ſted in former proclamations,and contrarie to the deſires and 
expectation of ail your Majeities good people had beenin 
an inſtant precipitate in ſuch a world of confuſions, and ſuch 
depths of miſerie , as afr2rward could nor eaſily have been 
cured. Inthis extreamitie we made choiſe rather of that 
courſe which was moſt agreeable to your Majeſties will re. 
vealed untous, after ſo many fervent Supplications , and 
did moſt conduce for the good of Religion , your Majeſtic 
honour , and the well of your Majeſties Kingdome ; then to 
give way.to any {udden motion, tending to the ruine of all; 
wherein wee are (o far from fearing the light , leaſt our 
deeds ſhould be reproved , that the more accuratly that we 
aretryed, and the more impartially our uſing of that power 
which God Almighty , and your ſacred Majeſtic , his Vices 
gerenr had put 1n our hands, forſo good and neceffarie endy, 
15examined , we haye the greater confidence , of your Mz 
jeſties allowance and ratihabition : and ſomuch rie rather 
that being in a manner inhibited ro proceed in ſo good 
work, we doubled onr diligence, and ,cndevoured no 
Carefully rhen before, when yourMajeſties Commiſſioner wa 
preſent, inevery point, falling under our conſideration, t 
walke circumipectly , and withouroffence, as inthe fight 
of God, and as if your Majefties eyes had been looking upc 
us, Jabouring to proceed according to the word of God 
our confeſſion of Faith , and nationall oath » and the lauds 


ble conſtitutions of the lawtull Aſſemblies of this Kirk 3 and 


ſtudying rather ro renew , and revive old acts made for the 
reformation ofReligion, in the time of your Majeſtics F 


ther , ofhappie memorie » and extant in the records of the 


Kirk, which divine providence hath preſerved, andatthit 
time brought toeur hands ; then either to allow of ſuch n 
vations, as the ayarice and ambition of men , abuſing 


thoritie for their own ends , had without order introduced; 


or to appoint any new order » which had not been former 


reecived, andſworn to be reteined , in this Kirk. Ina 


which the members of the Aſſembly, found ſo clear and 


convincing light, to their fult ſatisfaCtion » againſt all ther* 
doubts and difficulties, that the harmonic and ynanimite 
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was rareand wonderfull , and that we could not have a+ 
reedupon other conſtitutions , except wee would have been 
fonnd fighting againſt GOD, Your Miajeſtics wile and 
princely minde knoweth , that nothing is more ordinary 
then for men , when they doe well, to bee evil ſpoken of, 
and that the beſt ations of men are many times miſconſtru- 
ed, and mis-reported. Balaam , although a falſe Propher, 
was wronged : for in place of that which hee ſaid , The 
Lord refuſeth to give me leave to go withyou: the princes of 
Moab reported unto Balack, > that Balaam refuſed to goe 
with them. Burt our comfort is, That Truth is thedaugh- 
ter of time , and although calumnie ofrenſtarteth firſt, and 
runneth before , yer Veritie followeth her at the heels , and 
poſſeſſeth her ſe]fin noble and royall hearts: where baſe ca- 
umnie cannot long finde place. And our confidence 1s» 
that your Majeſtie with that worth:e King , will keep one 
- Meare ſhur againſt all che oblogutes of men; and with that 
more wiſe King, who when he gave a proofe that the wi- 
edome of GOD was in him to doe judgement, would have 
oth parties ro ſtand before him at once : that hearing them 
qually , they might ſpeed beſt , and goour moſt chearfully 
om his Majeſties face , who had the beſt cauſe. When 
our Majeſties wiſedome hath ſearched all the ſecrets of this 
fembly, ler us be repured the work of all men , according 
othe aſperſions whith partialitie would put upon us, lerus 
e the moſt miierable of all men.to the full ſatisfaction of the 
FF indictive malice of-our adverſaries, let us by the whole 
orld bee judged of all men the moit,unworthie ro breath 
v0y more in this your Majeſties Kingdome , if the cauſe that 
p< maintaine: and have bzen proſecuting, ſhall be toundjany 
her , but that we deſire that the Majeſtie of GOD, whe is 
r fear and our dread,be ſerved,and his houſe ruled,accord- 
geo his owne will; if we have not carried along with us in 
the Sesfions of our Afſemblie,a moit humble and loyall re- 
ect to your Majeſties honour , which next unto the hononr 
i the living GOD, lycth neareſt our hearts; if we have nor 
F-<ped our ſelves within the limits of our reformation , 
ine ithourdebording or reflecting upon rhe conſtitution of 0- 
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ther reformedKirks , unto which wee heartily wiſh all truth 
and peace , and by whole {ound judgement and Chriſtian af. 
fection we certainly look to be approvyen ; it we have nor fai. 
led rather by lenitie then by rigour in cenſuring of delin- 
quents , never exceeding the rules ard lines preſcribed, 
and obſerved by this Kirk, and if ( whatſoever men mind. 
ing themſclves , ſuggelt ro the contrary ) the government 
and diſcipline of this Kitk, fubſcribed and ſworn before, an 
now acknowledged by the unanimous conſent of this Aer 
bly , ſhall nor bee found to ſerve for the advancement « 
the Kindome of CHRIST, for procuring all duetiful 
obedience to your Majeltie , in this your Kingdome and 
great riches and glorie to your Crown, for peace to us E 
your Majeſties loyall ſubjects, and for terrour to all the 
enemics of your Majeltics honour and our happineſle : an( 
if any act hath proceeded from us, fo farre as our under 
ſtanding could reach , and humane infirmitie would ſuf 
which being, duely examined according to the grounds la 
by your Majeſties Father , ofeverlaſting memory , and ou 
teligious Progenitours , and which Religion did forbidt 
ro infringe, ſhall mericthe angerand indignation, whe 
with wee are ſo often threatned: But on the contrare,chavise 
ſincerely ſoughttheglorie of GOD, the good of Religion 
our Majeſties honour » the cenſure of impictie , and of 
men who had ſold themſelvesto wickedneſle, and the re 
eſtabliſhment of the right conſtirution and government 6 
this Kirk, farre from the ſmalleit appearance of wronging 
any other reformed Kirk , we humbly beg', and certai 
expect , that from rhe bright beames of your Majeſtic 
countenance ſhining on this your Majeſties own Kingdome 
and people, all our ſtormes ſhall bee changed in a comfor 
table calme, and ſweer Sun-ſhine , and that your Majeſtic 
ratification inthe enſuing Parliament, graciouſly indie 
by your Majeſties Proclamation to bee keeped in May, ſha 
ſerleus1n ſucha firmnefſe, and ftabilitic in our Religion 
as ſhall adde a further luſtre unto your Majeſties gloriou 


| 
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Iorg and proſperaus rcigne ; which we beſcech him wh 
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th hath direfted us in our affaires , and by whom Kings reigne 5 
al-F cogrant unto your Majeſtie , to the admiration of all the 
fa-F world > the aſtoniſhment of your enemies, and comfort of 
in-Y the godly. 


nd- ——_— | 


Collefted, wviſied, andextratled forth of the Regiſter 
of the atts of the Aſſembly by me Mr. A. Jhonſton 
Clerk thereto , under my ſigne and ſubſcription 
manuall. 


Edinburgh , the 12, , 
offan: 1639+ 
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Seſl. 8. AuguFfF 17. 1639. 


CHaſter George Grahame his renouncing and 
 ._  abjuring of Epiſcopacie. 


The which day was given into the Aſſembly , dire from Maſter 
George Grahame, ſometimes pretended Bichop of Orknay, 
an abjuration of Epifcopacie, ſubſcribed with bis hand, which 
was publickly read in audience of the Aſſembly ; and thereafter 
they ordamed the ſameto be regiſtrat m the aſiembly Books ad 
perpetuain rei memoriam , whereof the tenor follows. 


== O all and'fundry whom it effeirs, to whoſe 
I knowledge thele preſents ſhall come , ſpecially 
1 BL SY to the reverend and honourable Members of the 

ER future Aſſembly to he holden ar Edinburgh , the 

——_— welfth day of Auguſt 1639, years : Mc Maſter 

| =: ſometime pretended biſhop of Orknay, being 
brry and grieved at my hearc that I ſhould ever for any 
wordly reſpe&t have embraced the order of Epiſcopacie , 
. the ſame having no'warrand from the Word of God, and 
being ſuch an order , as hath had ſenſibly many fearful and 
evill conſequences in many parts of Chriſtendeme, and par« 
G1 4de on & PIE as 1. veg * ticularly 
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ticularly within the Kirk of Scotland, as by doleful and de. 
plorable experience rhisday 1s manifeſt, to have diſclaimed, 
like as I by the tenor hereof doe altogether diſclaime and 
abjure all Epiſcopal power and juriſdiftion , with the whole 
corruptions thereof , condemned by Jawful Afemblics 
withic: rhe ſaid Kirk of Scotland, in regard the ſame is ſuch 
an orJeras isalſo abjured within the (aid Kirk, by vertue 
of that National Oath with was made ja the years 1580. and 
1581. promiſing and ſwearing by the great Name of the 
Lord our God , Thar I ſhall never whiles I live, directly 
or incirectly, exerce any ſuch power within the Kirk , 
neyther yer ſhallI ever approve arallow the ſame, not ſo 
much as in my private or publike diſcourſe : Bur on the 
contrary , ſhall ſtand and adhere to all the Acts and Conſti- 
rutions of the lare Aflembly holden arGlaſgow, the 21. of 
Novemb. 1638. laſt by paſt, and ſhall concurre to the utter. 
molt of my power, fincerely and faithfully, as occaſion 
ſhall ofier , in execution the ſaid Acts, and inadrancing 
the Work of Reformation within this Land , to the glory 
of God, the peace of the Countrey and the comfort and 
and contentment of all good Chriſtians, as God ſhall be 
my help. In teſtimony of the which premiſſes , I have 
ſubſcribed thir preſents with my hand at Breeknes in Stron- 
wes , the eleventh day of February, the year of God 1639. 
years , before thir witnefſes!Malter VPaker Stuart, Miniſter 
at Shoutronnaldſay, Matter Fames Heynd, Miniſter at Kirkwall , 
Maſter Robert Peirſon , Minitter at Firth, and Maſter Patrick 


. Grahame , Mun:(ter at Holme , my Son, 


— 


—_— 


Seſl. 8. 17. Auguſt 1639. 


Af containing the Cauſes and Remedie of the 
| by-gone Evils of this Kirk. 


TY Kings Majeſtic having graciouſly declared , That it 
4 is His Royal will and pleature, thar all queſtions avout 
Religion , and matters Eccleſiaſtical be determined by Af- 
| WE... OY ſembl 
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ſemblies of the Kirk , having alſo by publike Proclamation 
indicted this free national Aſſembly , for ſetling the preſent 
diſtration of this Kirk , and for eſtabliſhing a perfet peace, 
againſt ſuch d1viſions and diſordres as have been ſore diſplea« 
ſing ro his Majeſtie. and grievous to all his good Subjetts. 
And now his Majeſties Commiſſioner Fobn Earle of Traquair, 
intruſted and authorized with a full Commiſſion, being pre- 
ſent, and fitting in this Aflembly, now fully conveened 
and orderly conſtitute in all themembers thereof, accord- 
10g tothe order of this Kirk , having ar large declared His 
Majeſties zeal to the reformed Religion, and His Royal 
care and render aftedtionto this Kirk, where His Majeſtie 
had both His Birth and Baprtiſme, His great diſpleaſure at 
the manifold diſtractions and divifions of this Kirk and 
Kingdome, and His deſires to have all our wounds ways 
ly cured wkh a fair and fatherly hand : And although in the 
way approven by this Kirk , tryal hath been taken in former 
Aſſemblies before from the Kirk regiſters , to our full fatis« 
fation , yet the Commiſſioners Grace making particulat 
enquiry from the members of the Aſſembly , now ſolemnly 
conveened, concerning the real and true Eauſes of ſo many & 
greatevilsas this time palt had ſo ſore troubled the peace of 
this Kirk and Kingdome, It was repreſented ro His Majelties 
Commiſtioner by this Aſſembly , That befide many other » 
the maine and moſt material cauſes were, Firſt, The pn 
of this Kirk, by thePrelates with a Service Book, or Book 0 
Common Prayer > without warrand or dirgCtion from rhe 
Kirk,and containing beſide the Popiſh frame thereof, diverſe 
Popiſh errors and ceremonies, & the ſecds of manifold grofl: 
Superſtitions and Idolatry, with a Book of Canens, without 
warrand or dire&ion from the general Aſſembly, eſtabliſhing 
tyrannicall power over the Kirk in the perſon of Biſhops, 


and oyerthrowing the whole diſcipline & goverament of the - 


Kirkby Afſembhes, with a Book of Conſecration andOrdi- 
nation, without warrand of Authoritie, Civill or Eccleſiaſti- 
call, apyointing offices in the houſe of God , which are not 
warranted by the word of God , and repugnant to the diſ- 
ciplineand As of our Kirk , and with the high Commiſſion, 


credted without the conſent ofthe Kirk , ſubverting rhe ju- 
| +" xi{diAions 
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rifgiction and ordinary Judicatories of this Kirk , and giving _ 
to perſons meerely Ecclefiaſticall,the power of both lwords, , * 
and to perſons meerly Civill , rhe power oft the Keys 
and Kirk -ſenſures, A ſecond cauſe was the Articles of 
Perth , viz. the obſervation of Feſtiyall dayes, kneelingar 
the Communion , Confirmation, Adminiſtiation of the 
Sacr:ments in private places, whichare brought in by a null 
Afembly and are contrary tothe Confeſſion of Faith, asit 
was meant and ſubfciibed Anno 15% o- and diverstimes fince 
and to the order and conſtitutions of this Kirk. Thirdly, 
the changing oi the government of rhe Kirk , from the Ag- 
ſemblies of the Kirk ro the perſons of fome Rirkmen, uſurp- 
ing. prioritie and power over their Brethren by the way , 
and under the name of Epiſcopall government againſt the 
Confeflion of Faith, 1580 avainſt the order ſet cowne inthe 
Book of Policy , nnd agaiuft the intention & conſtitution 
of this Kirk from the beginning. Fourtly the Ciyill places 
and power of Kirkmen , cheir fittingin Sesfion , Councell 
and Exchequer , their Riding, Sitting , and yoting in Par- 
liamenr , and their fitting in the Bench as Juſtices of peace» 
which according to the conſtjturemeof this Kirk are income 
patible with their ſpiritual BnRion , lifting themup aboye 
their Brethren in worldly pomp, and do tend tothe hinder- 
ance of the Miniſtrie. Fiftly rhe keeping and authorizing, 
corrupt Afemblies at Linkthgow , 1606. and 1608, Ar 
Glaſpow, 1610. Ar Aberdene, 1616. ArS. Andrews, 1617. At 
Perth, 1618. whichar null and unlawful, as being called 
and conſtiture quite contrary to the order and conſtitutions 
of this Kirk received and practiſed ever fince the reformati« 
on of Religion, and withal laboring to introduce novations 
into this Kirk , againſt the order and religion eſtabliſhed. 
Afſixth cauſe is the want of lawful & freeGeneralAſſemblies, 
rightly conſtitute of Paſtors > Doors , and Elders yearly , 
or oftner prorenata, according to the libertie of this Kirk » 
expreſſed in the Book of Policy : and acknowledged in the 
Act of Parliament, 2592. Afrerwhich the whole Afſem- 
bly in one heartand voyce did declare, thattheſe and ſuch 
other , proceeding from the neglect and breach of the Nartt- 
onall Covenant of this Bukand Kiogdome , made in Aw 
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1589. have been indeed the true and maine couſes of all 
our evills and diſtractions, *And therefore ordain , ac- 
cording to the conſtitutions of the Generall Aſſemblies of 
this Kirk: Andupon the grounds reſpeFive above - ſpeci« 
fied, That the foreſaid Service - Book, Books of Can- 
nons, and Ordinaination , and the high Commisfion;. be 
ſtill rejected : that the Articlesof Perth, be no more practi. 
ſed : That Epiſcopall Government, and the Civill places 
and power of Kirkemen be holdenſtill as unlawfull 1n this 
Kirk : That the above named prerended Aﬀemblies, Ar 
Linlithgow 1 606. and 1608. AtGlaſvow 1610. At Aberdene 
2616, Ar S. Andrews 1617, Ar Perth 1618. be hereafter 
accounted as null, and of none efteft. And that for preſer- 
vation of Religion , and preventing all ſuch evill in time« 
coming, Generall Afemblies rightly conſtitute , as the pro- 
per and competent judge of all matrers Eccleſiaſtical}, heere- 
after be kepr yearly and oftner, prorenate, as occaſion and 
necesſity ſhall require ; The necesfity of theſe occaſtonall 
Aſſemblies being firſt remonſtrate ro His Majeltie by hum= 
bleſupplication : As alſo that Kirk Sesſtons, Presbyteries 
and Synodall Aſſemblies, be conſtitute ang obſerved , ac- 
cording tothe order of this Kirk, 


After the voycing of the AF ( anent th» cauſes of our by gone evills) 
Fs Majeſties Commiſſioner conſented verbally to the ſaid AR , 
and promiſed to give mto the Clerk m writ , the Declaration of 
Hes conſent , and that he 5hould ratifie this A& in the enſuing 
Parliament | 


tes 


—_— —_—_— 


Se.XV 111. 26. Aug. 1639. 


Aﬀ approving an old Regiſter of the 
Generall Aſſembly. 


Ee. 


The whole Aſiembly ( upen the report made to them anent the old - 


Regiſter of the Aſſembly, potren from Maſter John Rig ) all 
an one voice approved the ſaid Regiſter, And ordained the ſame 
to make faith in judgement ,and outwith in all tune Commy : 4s a 


arueand authentick Regiſter of the Kzrk of Scotiand , nyerant | 
| TY” noe 
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to the teflimeme ſubſcribed by the Committee , #0 be mſert m the 
Books «5 Aſſembly: whereof the tenor followeth : 


| E under ſabſcribers , Forſameikle as the late Generall 
Afſſerably holden ar Glaſgow, gave power and Commis- , 
ſion tous, To peruſe, examine, and cognoſce upon the 
validity , faith , and ſtrength of the books and Regiſters of 
the Aﬀſembly , particularly ſer down in the Commisgfion ' 
given ro usthereanent + According wherennts we did care- 
fully view , peruſe , and conſider the faids Regifters , and 
gave our teſtimony thereof under our hands, of the validi 
and ſufficience of the ſatnine, to the ſajd Generall Aſſembly. 
And now having a new Commisfion given to us from the 
Generall Aſſembly now preſently conveened and fitting at 
Edinburgh. To peruſe, examine, and cognoſce upon the 
validity , faith and ſtrength of another Regiſter of the As 
ſembly , which was not ſet down and recommended tous 
by the ſaid former Cemmisſion , which Regiſter beginneth 
at the Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh the f1xr day of Mart 
1572. andendeth at the Aſſembly likewiſe holden at Edzn- 
burgh1573- we have carefully viewed peruſed , and conſis 
dered the ſaid Regiſter : And being deeply and maturely ad- 
viſed, as ina matter of preateſt weight and conſequence , 
do atteſt before God , and upon our conſciericesdeclare ro 
the world, and thispreſent Afſembly , That the ſaid Regi= 
ſer above expreſt , is a famous , authentick » and good Re- 
iſter, which ought to be ſo reputed , and have publike 
aith in judgement and outwith , asa valid and true Record 
in all things, And finds the ſameto be of the ſame handwrit, 
and ſubſcribed by the ſame Clerk of the Generall Aſſembly 
as divers of the ſaid other Regiſters ( formerlyperuſed by 
vs) are- Andin teſtimonie of our ſolemue affirmation we 
have ſubſcribed theſe preſents with our hand,at Ediwurgb the 
day of Awguſt 163 9. 


— 


——. 
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AQaSeſl. 19. Auguft 27. 1639. 
Ac approving the depoſition of the Minifters 
by the Committees, 


T Afembly, afcer the receiving of th* whole reports 
from the Committees y appointed for reviling of the 
[v7 wg and ſentences, led, deduced » and pronounced 

efore , and by the ſeveral Commiſſions granted by the Al- 
ſembly at Glaſgow, All in one yoice approved the aids 
whole Proceſles as orderly proceeded, and the whole ſen- 
rences pronounced therein rill , as juſt and lawful decrees , 
without prejudice of any favour that can be ſhowne to any 
perſon or perions , againſt whom the ſaid ſentences are pro= 
nounced upon their ſupplications , or of Juſtice to ſuch as 
complain of their proceſſe, and offers to reduce the ſame 
upon whatſoever reaſon competent, by the Conſtitutions 
of this Kirk and Kingdome, before the General Afembly 
and the Commiſſioners thereof, rhey being appointed for 
that effect. 


eee, ere, em —_— —_— 


ActSeſl. 20. 28. Aug 1639. 
A anent receiving of depoſed Miniſters, 


F þ He which day the General Aſſembly upon the report of 
the Committees anc<nt theſe who are depoſed by Sy- 
nods, Doe make this General At, recommending to the 
Synods all theſe whoare depoſed befor them for ub{ribing 


of the Declinator, & reading of the Service-book and for no. 


other groflecauſe, Thayupon their rrue repentance &ſubmil- 
fon to theConſticutions of this Kirk. &upon their purgation 
and clearnefle from any groffe Faults laid to their charge in 
any n:w proceſle againſt them, they may be found by the 
»yn045 capable of the Miniſtrie, when God grants theman 
orctn2ry and lawful calling by admiſſion from the Presbyte- 
:1® , Ciiher 11 the Church they ſerved in before, or inany 
otner Chnreh, 


tes. « tha 


—— 


At 


wa ow we pm—_ _ ts”, T4 wi wo 
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A@aSE. 21. 29. Auguſt 1639. 


AF anent the keepmg of the Lords Day. 


The Ganeral Aſſembly recommendeth to the ſeveral Presbyteries 
the execution of the old afts of Aſſembly , againſt the breach 
of the Sabbath Day . by going of Mylnes, Sale . Pannes , 
Salmond-fiching , or any ſuch like labour ; and to this end re- 
ves and renues the abt of the Aſſembly holden at Haly-rude- 
houſe, 1602. Sefs, 5. whereof the tenor follows, 


He, Aflembly conſidering that the conventions of the 

People , ſpecially on rhe Sabbath Day are very rare in 
many places, by diſtraC&tion of labour not only in harveſt and 
ſeed-time ,. butalſo every Sabbath , by fiſhing both of the 
whire fiſh, and Salmond-fiſhing , and 1n going of Mylnes., 
Therefore the Asſembly diſchargeth and inhibireth all ſuch 
labour of fiſhing , as well white f Salmond-fiſh , and 
going of Mylnes of all ſorts upon the Sabbath , under the 
pain of incurring the cenſures of the Kirk : Andordaines 
the Commiſſioners of this Asſembly , to mean the ſame ro 
His Majeſtic, and to defirethat a pecunial paine may be in- 
joyned upon the contraveeners of this preſent Act. 


- 
OC — 


_ —————— — 


ACtSelſl. 22. 29. Aug. 1639. 4 Meridie. 
Articles and Overtures approved by the Afembly , 


Ji ſome Commiſlioners be appointed ro viſit and peruſe 
the whole Atts of General Asſemblies , and to marke 
ſuchAts asare forthe uſe of the KirkIn General, To extract 
the ſame out of the Regiſters , tothe effeQ rhart afcer they be 
tryed , they may be printed according to the old Acts of che 
Asſembly ar Edixburgh, March 7. 1574. Se]. 9. 


The Afiemby appoints the Presbyterie of Einburgh , to have 4 
care of this article , and to repors their diligence to the next 
Aﬀembb. | 


That 
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That courſe m1y be taken for reſtraining of people from 
pasſing to England to tmarry , which is the occafion of great 
1n conveniencies. | 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article, and recommends to the Parlid-i# 
ment » that they would appoint apecuniall ſumme to be payed 
by the conty aveeners. | 
That the Acts forfurniſhing expences to Commisſioners , 
ſenr by the Presbyreries to the:General Afſembly,and ſent in 
Commisſion by Generall Afemblies, nuy be explained; 
And it bedeclared that all ſuch Commisfioners whatſoever, T 
by their ſtipends may be turniſhed by the Kirks of the Pres: 
byterie» according to the order ſet down in the A of th: 
laſt Aſembly , fince the errand is common , and the bene» 
fit concerneth all : and that order may be taken , how that 
an expedient voluntarie eourſe, thought ſit by the Aſſembly, 
ſhall by adviſe of Parliament, have the force ofa law , fot 
compelling theſe to pay who are ſtented , both for thelaſt 
and this Aſſembly and jn time co come. 


The Aſſembly allowes this article » and referres the ſame to the 
Parliament. 


That the Sefſion- books of every Paroche be preſented once 
a year to the Presbyrertes, that they may be tryed by ther» 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article. - 


That the At of the 38. Aſſembly at Edinburgh, Oftober 24. 
1578. Seff. 8, erdaining Minifters who are depoled »,to be 
Charged under the pain of excommunication, to dimit their 
(_ » that they may be unqueſtionably vacand » may now 

renewed. . p 

The Aſſembly alloweth this article , and remits the ſame to the 

Parhament. 


The Afembly would tevive or renew all former Atsof 
Aſſembly againſt Papiſts , and excommunicate perſons, ® | 
gainſthaunters wich them and receivers of them ; 

| The Aſſembly alloweth this article. 
T hiat an uniformeCatechiſme may be appointed to be ufed 


throughout this whole Kingdome in the examinations bes 
fore the Communion. | 


The Afiembly glloweth this article. 
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That all Miniſters or intrants pzeſented to Kirks, be tryed 
zeforc their admisfion , if they be qualified forthe places to 
hich rhey are preſented, befidesthe ordinary rryalls of Ex- 


xectanrs before their entrie to the Minitterie. 


The Aſſembly allaweth this article. 


mp. 
— ——_— 
DD —_— 


in Seſl. 23. 30. Auguſt 1639. 

The Supplication of the General Affembly to the Kings 
| cCMajeſties Commiſſioner, concerning the Book, 

12 called, The large Declaration. 


E the Members of this preſent Aſſembly, for our ſel- 


Y, ves» and in name of thie ſeverall Presbyceries, Burghs, 
Yr Kind Univerſities, for which we are Commiſſioners reſent 
ſt The great diſhonour done to God , our King, this Kirk, an 


yhole Kingdome , by the Book called, Alarge Declaration , 
ave here repreſented the ſame ro your Grace, and have col- 
ected ſome amongt many of falſe groſſe and abſurd paſſagesz 
bat from the conſideration thereof , your Grace, perceis 
ing the intolerabl2 ervills foreſaids contained therein , may 
e pleaſed to repreſent the ſame to our gracious Saveraigne 5 
and in our behalfs humbly to beſeech his Majeſtie, ſomuch 
ronged by the many foul and fal(e relations, ſuggeſted 
and perſwaded to him as trueths, and by ſtealing the pro- 
tection of H1s Royal Same and Authorinie to the parrocinie 
of ſuch a Book : To be pleaſed firſt to call in the ſaid 
Book : and thereby ro ſh:w his dilike thereof : Next 
togive Commitiion and warrant , To citeall ſuch parties 
8 are either knowne or ſuſpe& to have hand infit , and 
Fto appoint ſuch as His Majeſtie knowes to be either authors, 
formers , or any wayes acceſſarie , being Natives ofthis 
ome , To be ſent hither to abide their tryall and 

_ Jeenſure before the Judge Ordinary , and in ſpeciall Ma» 
2d Yfter Walker Balcanquell , now Deane of Durham, who is 
6s Fknown and hath profeſſed to be the author , ar leaſt a vower 
- Fad maintainer of agreat part thereot; that by theit examplar 
F puni&ment 


. 
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puniſhment , others may de deterred from ſuch dangerous 
courſes, as in, ſuch a way to raiſe ſedition betwix: the Kingſ®: 
and His Subjects, Gods honour may be vindicate from off: 
high contempt , His Majeſties juſtice may appear , not on| 
in cu*tivg away ſuch Malefattors , burin diſcouraging all 
ſuch under-miners of Histhroge, His loy ll and loving Sub 
jects ſhall be intinitly contznted ro be cleared before the 
worid of ( falſe and unjut imputations , and will live here 
after inthe greater ſecuririe , when ſo dangerous a courſe of 
ſedition iJ preven'ed , and ſo will haverhe greater and great 
cr Cauſe to pray for His Majeſties long & proſperous Reign 

Hw V ajeſties Commiſſioner m Councel! having received the ſaid 


ſupplication , promiſed to impart the ſame to His Maeſly, 4 
eo report hr diligence therein, | 


— ——  —— — — — — —— _— 
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The Supplication of the « Aſſembly to Hus CMa® 
jeſties High Commiſſioner » and the Lords wi 
of ſecret Councell. dr 


Ee the Generall Aﬀ-mbly , conſ:dering with all humsſff of 
| bleand rhankfu!l ackhowledgement , the many recemBm: 
favours b:{towed upon us by Bis Majeſtic , andthar there L; 
reſteth nothing for crowning of His Maicities incomparable co 
goodnefle cowards us , bur that all the members ofthis KukY or 
and Kingdom be jcyned in one and the ſam2 Confeſ$10nandJj C: 
Conenan: with God, with the Kings Majeftie, and amongſtF be 
ourſelves: And conceiving the main lett and impediment Þ] of 
to this ſo good a work, and ſo much wiſhed by all , to have pr 
been the Informations made to his Majeſtic , of our inten- # 
tions to ſhike oF Civil and dutiful obedience due to Soveefſ ſhi 
raigaity, and todiminiſhthe Kings greatnefſe and autbori* bf 
tie, and being moſt willing and deſirous to remove this and as 
all ſuch 1mpediments which may hinder and impede ſo full w 
and perſe& an Union, and for clearing of our loyahies || e 
WEE inourownnames, andin name of all the reſt of the 
Subjefts and Congregations, whom 'we repreſcat », do now 
40 


Fm io all humility repreſent ro your Grace , His Majeſties Com- 
n Fniflioncr, and the Evords of His Majeſttes. moſt hanourabl 
rivie Councel , and declares before God and the World, 
har we never had nor have any thought of with-drawing 
Sour felves from that hugible and durifif obedience ro His 
EMajcſti-, and ro his Governm2nt , which by the deſcegr: 
& under the reign of 107 Kings 1s moſt cnearfully ackno 
Wledged by us and our predecefiors: And that we never had, 
nor have any intention nor deſire coarrempt any ching thay 
"Wim2y tend > Mlhonour of God , or the diminution. of the 
- "Ire. up 
"Kings g:2atnefl2 and anthoritie: But onthe contrary , ace 
kno vledging our quiernefle , Rtabilitie and happinefſe--ro 
depend upon the ſaferv of the KingsMaz. Perſon, & maigte- 
nance of His greatneſſe and Royal authority who is Gods 
EVice-gerent ſet over us for the matnrenance of Religion 
and miniſtration of Juſtice, We have ſolemnly ſwarn and 
1, do ſweare, nor only our mutual concurrence and afliſtance 
for the cauſe of Religion, and to the utrermolt of our powers 
with our means and lives » to ſtand to'.the defence of our 
dread Sovertigne , his Perſon and authority , in preſerva- 
tion and defence of the true Religion » Liberties and Lawes 
me ofthis Kirk and Kingdome, . but allo ineyery cauſe which 
KY may concerne His Mij-fties honour , ſhall according tothe 
KY Lawes of this Kingdomes and the due.1cs of good Subjects 
eff concurre with our friends and followers in quiet manner , 
ik orin armes,, as we 1hall; be required of His Majeſtie , His 
nd Councel , or any having his Aurhoeity. And therefore 
MY being moſt deſirours to cleare our ſelves of all imputation 
ory of this kinde , and following rhe laudable example of aur 
'e NF predeceſſors, 1589. do moſt humble ſupplicate your Grace, 
His Majeſties Commiſſioner , and the Lords of His, Maje- 
«Þ fties moſt honourable privie Councell, co enjoyn by Act 
vfdCoungel , thar this Confcfiion and Covenant , which , 
a5 a teſtimony ofour fidelity to God,and loyaltie to ous Rings 
we have ſubſciibed, be ſubſcrib<d by allHis Majsitics Sub= 
ets , of what rank and quality ſoever. 


_ _— —_ thc. ths OO 
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The Att of the Lords of Councel at Edinburgh, 


Auguſt 30. 1639. containing the Anſwer of the 
preceding Supplication, bl 
"Tr which daf inpreſence of the Lord Commiſſionerand c 
the Lords of privie Councel , compeired perſon G 
Zohn Earle of Rothes , "James Earle of Montroſe , Jobn L Fj 
Lowdoun, Sir George Stirling of Keir Kmyht, Sir lian 
Douglas of Cavers Kniglit', Sir + enry Food of Bonyto jc 
Knight » Fohn Smyth Burgefſe of Edinburgh ,Mr. Robert Bar * 
elay Proveſt of Irwing, Mr. Alexander Henderſon Mini 0 Fi 
at Edinburgh , and Mr. Archbald Febnſtoun Clcrk to the Fr 
General Aſſembly , and in tbe name of the preſent fitting 7 
General Afſembly,! gave in to the Lord: Commiſſioner, & 
and Lords of privie Councel » the Petition above writtenzFS 
which being read , heard, and conſidered by the faids Lords, « 
they have ordained , and ordain the ſame ro be inſert and rs 
giſtrare in the books of Privie Councels and according twF<0! 
the deſire thereof , ordaines the ſaid Confeflion and Coven 
Tiant to be ſubſcribed in time coming by all His Majeſtienf 
<a of this Kingdome , of what ranke and qualig 
GCeVer . , 


———_ 


The Rings Majeſties Commiſſioners 


eclarations - SS] 


== which day His Majefties Commiſſioner , and Lordg9 
of Councel , after the receiving of the Supplicationlſ®" 
of the General Aſſembly. , anent the ſubſcribing of the CoF 
venant, having returned to the Aſſembly , His Majeſti 
Commiſſioner in name of the Ceuncel , declared ; TharhefF 
had received the Supplication of the Afſembly, deſiring thatÞ® 
the Covenant might receive theforce of an At of Counceh[®'« 
wo be ſ{abſcribed by all His Majeſties Subjes, that theſſ®* 
had fourd the deſire ſo fair and reaſonable, that they conf ... 
ceived themſelves bound in duaty to grant the ſame 3 


thereupon have madean ARof Counceltothateffect : Aud 


JUTT } 
. 
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that there reſted now the A of Aſlembly. And that he 
Þ himſelf was fo fully ſatisfied, that he came now as his Maje= 
ſties Commiſſioner to conſent fully untoit;: And rharhe 
was moſt willing that it ſhould be enacted here 1n this Aﬀſeme 
bly , to oblige all his Majeſties Subjects to ſubſcribe the ſaid 
ang} Covenant , with the Afſemblies explanation. And becauſe 
there wasa third thing deſired, His ſub{criprion as the Kings 
ll Commilſiioner , unto the Covenant » which he behoved ts 
. do, with a Declaiation in writ , and he declared asa Sube 
anfject , he ſhould ſubſcribe the Covenant as ſtritly as any, 
"with the Aſſemblies Declaration; buras His Majeſties Coms 
af miſlioner in his name behoved to prefixto his ſubſcripnon , 
chaff the Declaration following , whick no Scees Subjects ſhould 
: Flubſcribe, 0c have the benefit of , no not himſelf as Earle of 
 BIr4quair. The tenor whereof follows : 


I 
; Eing this Aſſembly , according to the laudoble form and- 


-f 

cultome heretofore kept in the like caſes , have in an 
ble and dutifol way , ſupplicate ro' 1s His Mzjetties 
ofCommuiſizoner and the Lords ot fdavenmt Maj; honourable 

Privie Councel, Thar the Covenant , with the explanation 
f this Aſſembly , might be ſubſcribed: And to that effeþ 
bat all the Subjects of this Kingdome by A of Councel be 
quired to doe the ſame : And that therein for vindicating 
bemſelves from all ſuſpitions of diſloyaltie , or derogating 
tom the greatneſſe and authoritie of our dread Soveraigne » 
ave therewith added a Clauſe , whereby this Covenant is 

eclared one in ſubſtance with that which was ſubſcribed 
$7 His Majeſties Father of blefled memory 1580, 1581, 
1de$590- and gftner ſince renewed, Therefore I as His Maje= 
ioaffies Commiſiioner » for rhe full ſatisfaftion of rhe Sub> 
Fs, and for ſettling a perfect Peace in Church and King- 
ome , doc according ro my foreſaids Declaration and Sub= 
heFoption , ſubjoynedrothe At of this Aſſembly of the date 
hai 17 this inftane, allow and conſcnr that the Covenant be 
el bſcribed throughout allthis Kingdome, In witnes whes 
wt I have ſubſcribed the premiſes. 


71] Fn « hoc 
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Like as his Mayeſties Commiſſioner, read and | 


«+ gave in the Declaration following , of his conſent © 
to the Ati of the Aſſembly 17. Auguſt, anent # 
| the cauſes of our b 'y gone — | 


14 


I Foln Earle of Traquair , His Majefties Commiſſione®J ec 
tius preſent Aﬀemnbly , doe in His Majeſties Name dete 


/ Clare , that norhwithftanding of His 'Majetties own inclig 
fidbn,, and many other grave and weightie confideratipn 
yet ſuch is His Mijeſties incomparable goodneffe, that '|q 
{rcling the preſcnrdiftrattiovs - and piving full ſatisfacti 
to the Subject , *'He doth allow, like as I His Majeſtie 
Commis ſtoner dv conſent to the foreſiid At > and have ſub 
{cribed the premifſes: * doi p] 
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Like as His Majeſiies Commiſſioner, un 
$195" 'and gaveimrthe Declaration following: + 
T is alwayes hereby' deClared by me His Majctties Cat 
'4Amisfioner, That thepraCtiſe of the premifles , ptohibig 
Within this Kirk and Kingdome , outwith rhe Kingdotnet 
Scotland ſhall never bind nor inferre. cenſure againſt the Ft 
Mm 


tile: outwith the Kingdome : which when rhe Ct 
. floger required to be inert in the Regiſter of the Kirk, I 
e Moderator in name of the Aſſembly , refuſed ro gi 

wartant for ſuch practiſe, as not agreeable with'a good.ca 

Cience His Grace urged, thar ir ſhould be recorded, aths 

that he made ſuch a Declaration, whatſoever was the Aﬀen 

blies Jadgement1in the contrair : Ando ir isro be "unde 

ſtood to be inſerthere onth; re-itative. J* 


——_— — la TE — Pr 
AF ordaining the ſubſtription of theCon.J' 
 feſſionof Faith and Covenant, with the < wi 
Aſſemblies Declaration. Ki 


FT” He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the great happine Ki 
J-ptic niay flow from a tull and perfect Union of of 


# 
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»FKirkand Kingdome , by joyging of all in oneand the ſame 
ml Covenant with God, with the Kings Majeitte , andamongſt 

'FYourſelves , having by our grear Oath declared the upright- 
Enefle and loyaltie of our intentians in all our proceedings, and 
having withall ſupphcared Mis Myeftics highCommisftioner, 

and the Lords of His Majeſties honorable Privie Councell, 
*PY oinjoyn by Act of Councell, all the Lieges in time coming 
* &Jtoſublcribe the Confesfion of fairh and Covenant, which 
linaas a ceſtimony of our fidelity ro God and loyaltie to our King 
tons we have {ubicnibed; And ſeeing His Majeſties high Come 
r {all misſiener ». andthe Lords of His Majeſties honorable Privie 
cio Councell, have granted the defire of our Supplication , or- 
(ie datning by Civill authority , all His Majeſties Lieges in time 
ſub comming , to ſubſcribe che forcſaid Coyenant, rhat our U- 

"JF non ray bethe more full and perfect , We by our Actand 

3} Conſtitution Ecclefiaſticall, do approove the foreſaid Coye- 
+ Yoant, inall the Heads and Clauſes thereof and ordains of 
[CF new , under all Eccleſiſticall jcenſnre , thar all the Maſters 

© of Univerfities , Coll:dges, and Schooles, allSchollers at 

\ the pasſing of their degrees.all perſons ſuſpett of Papiſtry, or 
1 any other crrour; and finally-all the members of rhis Kirk & 

LY Kingdome, ſubſcribethe {ame with theſe words prefixed to 
"JF their ſubſcription: The «Article of this Covenant, which was at the 
firſt ſubſeription referred to the determmation of the General Aſſembly, 

"ol berng determined. And thereby the five Articles of Perth , the go- 
MY vernment of the Kirk by Bihops: the civill places endpewer of Kark- 
"Ml men , upon thereafens and grounds contamed in the As oſthe Gene« / 
1.8 rd! Aſſembly declared to be unlawfull withmthis Kirk : we ſubſcribe 
Tall according to the determination foreſaid. And ordains the Cove 
"nant, with this Declraracion , to be inferr inthe Regiſters 
FJ of the Aſſemblies of this Kirk » Generall > Provinciall , and 
2 Presbyrteriall , ad perpernam rex memoriam 3 and inall humi- 
Flity ſupplicates His M:jefties high Commitsfoner , and the 
honourable Eſtates of Parliament , bythetr authority , t6 
"JF ratifie and injoyne the fame, underall civil} paines , which 
J will tend to the glory of God, preſeryation of Religion, the 
[Kings Majeſtics honour , and perfeſt peace of this Kirk and 
oy Kingdome. 


1 
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Aug 30. 1639. 
AG anent Appellations. 


7THe Asſembly appointed that in all time hereafter , ng 


= Appellations ſhould be. leaping aver either Presbyrerie 
or Synod, butto aſcend by degreesas from the Kirk Sesſion 
ro the Presbytry, orfrom the Presbyterie to the Synod, 
andfrom the Synodito the;Generall Asſembly , except ir be 
after the Synod be paſt 4 and immediarly before the Gene. 
rall As[embly,, orin the rimethereof, and renews all fors 
mer Acts made to this ettect. "IP 


tt. 


— 


AT anent adviſmg with Synods and Presbyte- 


ries before determination in Nowations. 


"T He Generall Asſembly defiring chat the intended Refors 

> mation being recevered, may be eltabliſh:d , Ordains, 
that no Novation which may diſturbe the peace of the 
Church, 2ud make diviſion , be ſuddenly proponed and 
enacted: Bur ſoas the mation befirſt communicate to the 
ſeverall Synods, Presbyreries and Kirks, that thematter may 
be approved by all at home, and Commiſſioners may come 
well prepared, unanimoully to conclude a ſolide deliberation 
upon theſe poiuts in the Generall Asſembly. | 


"#7 © ds 


"THe Aſſembly conſidering that the long waited»for fruit 
of th: Goſpel , ſo mercifully planted and preſerved it 
this Land, and Reformation of our ſelves, and Families 
ſo ſolemnly yowed to God of late in our Covenant , canne 
take effet, except the knowledge and worſhip of Godbe 
Earied from the PuJpit to every family within each Pariſh 
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hath therefore appointed that every Miniſter , beſides his 
paines on the Lords day , ſhall bave weekly catechifing of 
lome part of the Paroch, and notaltogether caſt over the 
examination of the people, till a litle defere the Commu- 
nion. Alio that 1n every Familie the worſhip of God be 
erecied, whereit is not both Morningand Evening , and 
that the Children & Szryanrs be catcehiſed at home , by the 
Malters of the Families , whereof account ſhall be taken by 
the Minilter, and Elders afliſting him in the viſitation of 
every Family: And leſt they fail,fthart vifitarion of the ſever- 
all Kirks be ſcriouſly followed by every Presbyterie , for 
this<nd among others. Theexecutionand ſucceſſe where. 
of , being tried by the Synods, let it be repreſented ro the 
next Genelall Aſtembly, 


— — . 
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Sefl. 24. 30. Aug. 4 meride. 
The Aſcemblies Supplication to the 


KINGS MAJESTIE:. 


Maſt Gracious Souveraigne. 


TT] Fe Your Majeſties moſt humble and loyall SubjeQs, 
the Commmifſioners from all the parts ofthis yout Ma« 
jeſties ancient & native Kingdome , and membersofthe Na- 
tionall Afembly , conveenedar Edinburghby your Majefties 
ſpeciall indiCtion , and kenoured with the preſetice of Your 
Majeſties high Commiſſioner , have been waiting for a day 
of rejoycing, and of ſolemne thankſgiving to be rendredto 
God by this whole Kirk and Kingdome, for giving us a 
King (0juſt and religions , that it 1snor only lawfull for us 
to be Chriſtians under Your Majefties government , which 
ſometime hath been the greateſt praiſe of great Princes ,- bur 
alſo that it hath pleaſed Your Fracions j. co make knewn 
thatit is Your Royall willand pleaſure, that all matters Eccle- 
afticall-be determined 1n free Natienall Afemblies, and 
matters civill in Parliaments ; which isa moſt noble and 
awple exprefiion of Y or Majeſiies juſtige, 206 we Gu 
| | 3 L211 


. \ 

go - . The General 
ſhall bea powerful mean of our common happinefſe under 
your Majcities moſt blefled Reign. In themean while we 
do moſt humbly , upon the knees of our hearts , blefle your 
Mi3jelty for that happinefle already begun inthe late Aseme 
bly at Edimburg>; in the proceedings whereof, next under 
God, we have laboured ro approve our ſelves unto Yeur 
Mijeſties Vice-gerent , as if Your Majeſties eyes had been 
upon us, which was the deſireof our ſouls, and would have 
beene the matter of 6ar full rejoycing, and doe ſtill conti- 
nue Your Myſtics moſt humble ſupplicznts for Your Maje- 
ſhes civill (anCtion and ratification of the conſtitutions of the 
Asſembly in Parliament 3 That your Majeſties Princely 
power, andthe Ecclefiafticall Authority joyning in one , 
the mutual! embracements of religion and juſtice , of truth 
and peace may be {eenin this Land , which ſhall be to us as 
a relurreCtion from the dead , and ſhall make us, being not 
only ſo farre recovered, bur alſo revived, ro fill Heaven and 
Earth with our ptaiſes, and to pray that King C H A R- 
LES maybe more and mere blesſed, and His throne eſta» 
bliſhed before the Lord for ever, 


4 
{ 


T* Aſiembly appoints the next Generall Aſſembly, to fit at 
*®-\aberdenc #he laſt, Tueſday of July next, 1640. years. 4nd 
warneth gol Precbyteries , Univerſities and Burrows , toſend their 
Comtmuſſuners , for keeping the famine. ' And thereafter the 5ſſem= 
bly was concluded by giving of thanks by the Modergtor , and finging 
ef aÞſalme , aceerding te the cuſtome. 
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Conveenea' af Aberdene, Zuly 28. 1640. 


p_ _— —— 
— —— - CO ——— 


— » 
— -—- 


Seſſ® 2. 29 July, 1640, 


Fl HE Afﬀlembly having paſt the firſt day before 
IA cnev would m-kÞ any At in attending of His 
| NMiy:ſtes Commiliioner. 2 
1 his day the Mederator openly asked in face 
——_—_ of te \fembly , if therewas ary Commiſſie» 
ner coiuc from His Majeſtic : And finding there was none» 
L the Aſſembly proceeded according totheir Liberties. 


g n— Wu O— . ——_ 


Over tures gtven inby the Committee appoint 

- ed by the lat Aſſembly, anentthe ordering of the Aſem. 
bly - houſe: Which being read in audience of the Aſ- 

ſembly tlicy approved the fame. © 


1. "THe Afembly finds it expedient for the orderiffg of 
the Houſe n a'l rrme coming, that the Commiilioners 

fit rog=ther unmixt» and that the placzs where they fit be 
railked #botit, or ſome other way divided from the ears,af 
ethers, agd that places be provided without the bounds of 
the Corungiſſoners (cats to perſons of reſpet , who as nor 
P - OMe 
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Comnmiſſioners , and others accatding to their qualities, gf} 
the Magiſtrates of the Toxyn ſhall find moſt conven tiene, * 

I. Alſo that the Commiſſioners , having received tickets 
from the Magiſtrates of the Burgh» at the delivery of theix 
; Commiſſions, whereby they may have ready af oglle ro the 

As\:mblie - Houſe and place appointed for them, do keep 
me hour of meeting preciſely , and whoſoever comes after. th 
the time , or ſhall be found abſent atthe caling of the Rols, dj 
to be cenſured as the Asſemblie ſees fitting ;, ' And what || © 
ſo-ver Presbyteric , Burgh , o: Univerſitie » ſhall nat ſend 
Commillioners , or Commiffioners ſent frotm chem doe not 
com? at all to the Asſemþly , be ſummand untoj the next 
Asſembly, and cenſured as the Asſembly ſhall find rea- 
ſonabl> . bo es 

| 11. That foure perſons of reſpeCt hay: warrant from the 
Asfembyl to injoyne that there be no ſtanding, no din, nox 
ditorderly behaviour 3 And if any ſhall diſobey them, ,or dis 
re& his ſpeech roany , except.tothe Moderator » and that 
one at once with leave at firſt asked and given, to be rebuked 
pablikely by the Moderator : And ifhe defift,not be remoy- 
edout of the Asſembly for that Seflion. 

I V. Thatno motion come 1n unto the Asſembly but by 
the Committee appointed for matters of that nature: And 
if the Committee refuſed to anſwer the ſame, let it be pro 
poned tothe Asſembly with the reaſons thereof.” 

V. Thar the minutes of ilk Seſſion be read before their ri- 
fing , andif the marter concerne the whole Kirk , letirtbe 
drawn up in forme and readin the beginning of the next en- 
ſuing Sesſion , that the As{embly may judge whether or not 
it bee according to their minde. 


Ade "Y = _ Fd D—_ 
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AF anent the demolishing of Idslatrous 
CMonuments* / 


entanch as the Asſembly is informed. , that in divers 
places of this Kingdome , and ſpecially in the North 
parts of the ſame , many 1golatrous Monuments » wo 


eAſſenbly , 1640. ; 9; y 

and made for: Religious worſhip » are yet extant , Such as 
Crucifixes , :Images of Chrift , Mary , ard Saints departs 
ed, ordaines the ſaids Monuments to be taken down , 
demoliſhed , and deftroyed , and that wtrh all conyeniene 
diligence 3 And thar the care of this work ſhall be incum- 
bent rothe Pn2$byteries and Provinciall Asſemblies within 


this Kingdome: , and their Commiſtioners to repote their 
diligence hercin to the gext Generall Asſembly. 


pr OO II A— 
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A8 agiinſt VVitches and Charmers. 


He Asſembly ordainesall Miniſters within the Kingdo® 

me, carefully to take notice of Charmers, Witches, ane 
all ſuch abuſers of the people, and tourgethe As of Par- 
liament , to be execute againſt them : And thatthe Come 
misſieners from the Asſembly to the Parliament , ſhall re- 
commend. to the ſaid ſupreme judicatory ,| the care of the 
execution of the Lawes againſt ſuch perſons in the moſt be 
hoovefull way- | 


—_ thn 
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Seſ. L Aug. I, 1 640. 
AF for cenſuring ſpeakers ay"ainſt the 


Covenant. 


THe Asſembly ordaines , that ſuchas h ave ſubſcribed the 

Covenant and ſpeakes againſt the ſame » if he be a Mini- 
ter, ſhall be deprived : And if hecontin ueſo, being de- 
prived » ſhall be excommunicate: And if he be any other 
wan , ſhall be dealt with as perjured , and 1'atisfic publikely 
for his perjury» 


— ———— 


TheGenerell 
Seff. 10. 5. Aug. 1640. ; "oY 
AZ againſt Expefan ts refuſing to ſabſt :ribe 


the Cot ienant. 


THe Asembly ordaines , th: it if any Expettazat ſhall refuſe 

to {ubſcribe the Covenant, he ſhall be declared uncapable 
ofaPedagogie,'teaching ofa S ichool, reading 2 ta Kirk, Pre- 
aching within a Presbyrerie , and ſhall nor h:; ive libertie of 
reſiding within a Burgh , Uni verſitie , or Co'lledge; Andif 
they continae obſtinare , robe tprocesſed 
f 4 


—— CU— 


"fe Generall Aſiembly apj ome « the next) Aſſernbly , to ben St; 
Andrews the thirdTuz{ lay of "[1ly 1641. 41d that the Moderator 
3n 4 convenient way » bz the fecres Councell - or ot herwiſe as may{ beſt ] 
fatwe , requeſt the Kings M lajeſt ie to ſend #1 Commiſſioner to the ſaid 
Aſſembly, And if amexi vent falt out, that the Presbyterie of E.dine 
burgh give advertiſement for an 4ſſemb) pro 112 nara. : 
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Holden at St. Andrews, and Edinburgh.1641. 
> Se. IT. 20. Fly 164r. 
f | John Earle of Weymes, His Majeſties Commiſſioner, 
d preſented His CIajeſties Letter tothe Aſembly , 
to 


whereof the tenor folHoweth. 


CrnaRrLleEs R., 


I Ruſtic and welbeloved, Wee greet you 
well. Iris noſall part of Our Royall 
care and deſires , that the trus Reformed 
Religion, wherein by the grace of God y 
s Ve reſolye to live and dye, be ſertled 
$ peaceibly in that Our ancient and native, 

ARIZ Kingdome of Scotland , and that the ſame 
be cruly ravght, and univerſally received and profesſed by 
{ Our Subjects there , of all degrees. For preventing ofalt. 
diviſion and trouble hereafter , We did intend in Our Own 
| Royall Perſon, to have been preſent at this Asſembly; but 
BY conceiving it to be unfitting ,to detaine the Miniſters from 
their particular charges, rillrhe rimeof Our coming en the 
Parliament, We have reſolved to make knowne unto you 
by theſe , and by Our Commiſſioner , That i n the appro- 


| ching 


- 


*, 


96 The Generall 


ching Parliament, it is. Our intention by Our authority, td 
ratifie and confirm the Conſtirutions of the late Asſembly at 
Edmburgh , that they may be obeyed by all Our SubjeRg 
hving 1n that Our Kingdome. And that We will rake mto 
Our Royall confi.icration, by what meanes the Churches 
belonging to Out preſentation , when any of them ſhall hap- ] 
pen to vaik}, may be beſt provided with well qualiffted Pree. 
achers: Like as Weare not unwilling . to grant preſenta- || 5, 
tions unto ſuch as in theſe timewof trouble have entred ina | vc 
the Miniſterie , providing they have been examined by the ni 
Presbyreries , and approved by them: Becauſe We wantnot 
Our own feares of the decay of Learning in rhat Church and 
Kingdome, We intend allo to confider of the beſt meanes 

for helping the Scooles and Colledges of Learning eſpeci- 

ally of Divinity , that there may be ſuch a number of Pre- 
achers there, as that each Pariſh bavinga Miniſter, and the 
Goſpelbeing preached in the moſt remore parts of the King- T 
dome , «ll Our Subjetts may taſte of Our care in tha kinde z 
and'have more and more cauſeto blesſe God that we are ſer Bs 
overthem. And finally, ſorender is Onr care, that it ſhall 

- notbe Our fault if the Cburches and Coll-dges rhere flour:th 
notin Learning and Religion : For which Royall reſtimonie | 
of Our goodneſſe, We require nothing upon your part, but 
thar which God hath bound you unto, even that you be Yinj 
faithfull in the charge commitred unto you , and care for: Yhi 
the ſoules of the people : That you ſtudy Peace and Unity: 
amongſt your ſelves, and amongft the people, againſt alls Ide 
Schiſme and FaGtion ; and that you nor only pray for Us + ©; 
bur tharyon teach rhe People , which Wetruſt are not une! an 
willing to pay that honour and obedience which rhey owes I dis 
unto Us, aShis Vicegerent (et over them , for their good xi Bs 
wherein We expe you will by vour good example goe be; Þth: 
fore them. Which koping you will do-, We bid you farewell. JA; 
From Our Court at. Whitehall » the 10. day of fuly 164t. ind 
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Se. 3. 28. July 1641. 
is | AF approving the Overtures of the aſſembly at Abet« 
off gene, for ordering the Aſſembly- Houſe 5. 


J- Ji: Overty-es for ordering the Aﬀſ-mbly-Houſe, givew 

| into , and a,}>ro ed Ly che Afembly o Aberdene the 29. 
3 | July 1640. Att Sf. 2. were openly red, andagainapproe 
0 Fed ty cbis Aſſembly , and ordained to be kept che whole 


2 BE rime thereot. 


eo 
7 Seſl. 5. 30. July 1641. Bu 


2 AT anent old Miniſters bruiking their Benefices. 


7 He Aſetnbly having conſidered the Supplicarion given in 
's | by Dodtor Robert Howie, Proveſt of the new Colledge of 
t- NS. Angr,ws, whereby he craved , thar t \ wag ven 7. 
Il -Jofhis million of his charge) he ſho1d norbe prejudged o 

his fullÞroviſion and maintenance durin? his life time: 'The 
Afembly thinksic fic and neceſſary , that his provifionand 
maintenance ſhou!d not be diminiſh2d , bur rhat he ſhoule 
Injoy the} ſame fully > asbeforeg- during all the dayes of 
lis life 1me , and craverh his ediſon to b: only buta ceſ- 
y+ Uſajon from his chorge, becauſe Tf his age ard inability: And 
Il Jdeclares, that old Miniſters and profeſſors of Divine , 
37 [ball nor by their ceſſation from their charge , chrough age 
J nd inabilitie, be pur frominjoing their old maintenance 86 


& (dignity. And recommends this and others the like things »' 
3! [concerning the eſtar* of thar Univerſitie of S. Andrewe , te 
@ Jthe Parliament, and the Viſirarion ro be appointed from the 


LJ Asſembly & Pa-liament. And likewiſe the Asſembly bei 
"formed, that rhe ia'd Detor Howie hath been very painfu 
{Fn his charges and char h= bath divers papers which would be 
»Prery profirable for the Kirk : Therefore rhey'thirk fir, that 
"Jhe ſaid doftor Howie be defired ro collect __ 
I Vhich docth!concerne, 8&6 way bt p—_ for tho uſe of the 


CTY | | ; "4 or Gs. 
98 The Generall 


Kirk, that the ſamine may be ſhowne to the ViGtors of thy 
ſaid Univerſite. 


_—_——_— i... 


Seff. $. 2. Aug. 1641. 2meriate.' 
AF againſt ſudden receiving Miniſters depoſed. 


He Asſembly ordaines,that Miniſters who are depoſed : 

ther by Presbyteries, Synods, or Generall Asſembies, of 
Committees from Asſemblies for the publike cauſe of the 
Reformation andorder of this Kirk,ſhall not be ſuddenly re- 
ceived againe to the Miniſterie ,-till rhey firſt evidence their 
repentance both before the Presbyrerie and Synod , within 
the bounds where they were depoſed, and thereafter the 
mine reported to the next enſuingGenerall Asſembly. 


ne OT 


— 


Seſ. g. Aug. 3. 1641. 


The Overtures under- written , concerning the Univerſities and 
Colledges ofthis Kingdome.to be repreſented by theGenerall Aſiems 
bly , to the Kings Majeſly and Parliamint, being openlyread, 
the Aſſembly approved the ſaid; Overtures , and ordained them 

tobe recommended to the Parliament. y 


Þi*> becauſe the good eſtate both of the Kirk and Cooll 
monwealth z dependerh mainly upon the flouriſhing of 


Uvbiverfities and Colledges , as the Seminaries of both, 


which cannot be expetted , unlefle the poore meanes which 
they have, be helped , and ſufficient revenues be provided 


for them and the ſame well imployed : Therefore rhat out 


of the rents of prelacies 3 Collegiat or Chapter-Kirks, ot! 
ſ\uch likes a ſufficient. maintenance be provided for a come 
petentnumber of Profefſorss Teachers , and Burſers inal 
faculties, and eſpecially in Divinitie » and for upholdingy/ 
repairing , and enlarging the Fabrick of the Colledges# 


furniſhing Libraries , andſughlike goed uſes in cyery Unis 
verſitic and Colledge. | = —". 2m 


' 
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F). Next for keeping of good order , preveening and re- 
moving of abuſes, andpromoving of pietie and learning, it 1s 
very needfull & expedient, that there be a communionand 
correſpondencie kept berwixt all rhe Univerfitiesand Col- 
ledges. And therefore that it be ordained, that there be 
2 meeting once every year at {ach times and places as ſhall be 
reed upon , of Commiſſioners from every Univerfiry and 
Colledge to conſult and determine upon the common affairs, 
and whatſoever may concerne them , for the ends apove- 
of ſpecified , and who allo, or ſome of their number may re 
reſent what ſhall be needfull and expedienr for the ſameet- 
w mw , to Parliamentsand Generall Asſemblies; | 
NY II. Item, That ſpecial care be had that theplaces of the 
Profeſſors , eſpecially of Profeſſors of Divinitylin every U- 
o niverſity and Colledge . Be filled with the ableſt men » and: 
'Y beſt affeted to che Reformation and order of this Kurk. 


——_—_ 


| ———_ 


Sefl. 10. Auguſt 4. 16413 
AG againit Impiety and Schiſme. 


1 ſw Aſſembly ſeriouſly conſidering the preſent caſe and 
a + condition of this Kirk and Kingdome , what great / 
-} things the Lord hath done for us, eſpecially ſince the re= 
-£ newing of our Covenant, notwithftanding our former back» 
ſiding and deſertion 3 andif we ſhall either become remiſle 
Fin the dueties of Piety, or ſhall not conſtantly hold and 
*} keep our Religion » unto which we have bound our ſelves ſo 
ſtraitly and ſolemnly , what diſhonoux we doe unto- the 
Name of God before men , who have their eyes upon us , 

J 2vd how grear judgements we bring upon eur ſelves» 

© | theſe and the like conſiderations, "The Aſſembly doth finde 
it moſt neceflary to ftirre up themſelves , and to provekeall 

'y hers both Miniltersand people of all degrees , noronly ro 
the religious exerciſes of publike worſhip in the Congrega® 

fy tion , andof private worſhip intheir families , and of eye: 

| 7 ove bythemſelyes apart, bur alſo ro.the duteies of mutu 
| cdification , by inſtruction , admonitiog, exhorting ons 
G 2 another 


' 


wo * | T he Generall 


another to fordwardnefle in Religion, and comforting one 
anothey-in whatſoeyer diſtreſſe ; and that in all rheir meets 
ings , wither in the way of civifl converſation , or by reaſon 
of their particular callings, or.any other occaſion offered by 
divine providence » nocorrupt communication proceed out 
of their niouth , but that which is good tothe uſe of edify- 
Ing, that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers : Andbe- 
cauſethe beſt means have been , and may ſtill be deſpiſed g 
abuſed”, and particularly the duetie of murual edification, 
which hath-been fo little in uſe, and ſo few know howty 
pradtiſe in the right manner , may be upon the one part ſub- 
Ject ro the mocking of ungodly and worldly mer, who can 
not endure that in others , which they are nor willing to pre 
Ctiſe themſelves ,- and upon the other part, to many errors 
and abnſes , ro which the godly through their weaknes may 
fall, or by the craftineſle of others may be drawn into, : 
ſuch as are Error, Herefie, Schiſme, Scandal , Self-cot 
<cit, and deſpiſing of others, prefiing above the common l 
calling of Chriſtians, and uſurping that which 1s properts 
the Paſtoral Vocation, contempt or miſregard of the pub» 
Iike means. idle and unprofitable queſtions which edihe not, 
unCharitable cenſurings, negle&of dunies 1n particular calk 
ings , buſineſſe in other mens Matters and Callings , and 
many ſuch others in do6trine, . charity > and manners, which 
havedolefully rent the bowels of other Kirks , tothe great 
prejudice of the Goſpel: 

Therefore the Aſſembly , moved with the zeal of Goda» 
gainſt all abuſes and corruptions , and according to thelt 
manifold obligations , moſt carneſtly deſiring and thirſting 
to promove the work of Reformation, and to have the come 
fort and power ofems true godlineſle ſenfible to cyery ſoul, 
and Religion to be univerſally praftiſed in every Family,and 
by every perſon ar all occaſions, Dorh charge all the yo 
ſters and Members of this Kirk whom they doe repreſe 1 
_ thar according ro their ſeveral places and vocations , ney 
endeavour to [upprefle all impiety and mocking of religious kc 
exerciſes , eſpecially of ſuch as put foule aſperſions ,- ang of 
faftious or odious names upon the godly, And upon the #5 

other palt, that inthe fear of God they be aware and ſpiri*N 
h c 
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ewally wiſe, that under the, name and pretext of ous! 
exerciſes , -otherwayes lawful and neceflary, they fall not 
into the aforeſaid abuſes ; eſpecially, that they eſchew all 
meetings which are apt to breed Error , Scandall , Shciſme, 
negleC of ducries and particular callings, and ſuch other 
eyils as are the works , not of the ſpirit , but of the fleſh, 
and are contrary to truth and peace; and that the Presbyte-» 
ries and Synods haye 2 care to take order with ſuch as trans» 


grefle the one way or the other. 


\ 


P——_— 


Seſf. 14. 6. Auguſt 1641. 4 Meridze. 


Act ancnt Novations, 


Tnce it hath pleaſed God to vouchſafe us the libertie of 
yearly General Aſſemblies, Ir 15 ordained according ro: 
the Acts of the Aſſembly at Edmburgh 1639, and at hers 

Tf Jens 1640. that no Novatian in Doctrine , Worſhip, or _: 
Government , be brought in , orpractiſed inthis Kirk , un- 
lefl it be firſt propounded , examined , and allowed inthe 
General Aſſembly , and that transgreſlors in this kinde bs 


cenſured by Pres byteries and Synods. 


mm 


Act. Seſf. 15. 7. Auguſt. 1641. 


Overtures anent Burſars , and Expetants. 


The Overgures under=written bes openly read in audience of the 
Aſſembly , were approved , \and declared by them tobe Aftts 


of the Aſſembly, in all time coming, tobe obſerved reſpeQtive, 

as the ſamine bears. 

He Aſſembly thinks meet- for maigtaining of Burſars 

of Divinitic, that every Presbyrerie that conſiſts of 
+0 tyvelve Miniſters ſhall maintain a Burſar , and where the 
J umber is fewer nor rwelve , ſhall be joyned with theſe our 
Canorher Precbyrecie where ny execeds ; _— 


' 
, 
*— —c 
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this courſe 1s not already kept, it is tobe begun withau 
longer delay , andevery Provincial is ordained to give an ac- 
compt of their number of Buclars, that is conftantly to be 
entertained by their Province, at thenexrt enſuing General 
Asembly. | | | 
II. Noexpectant ſhall be permitted to preach in publiks 
before a Congregation , till firſt he be tryed afrer the ſam& 


manner , howhe1t nor alto;zcriier with that accuracie which® 


1$1njoyned by the att of the Afiembly of Glaſgow 1 638.which 


;preſcrives the order 2nd manner of tryall » that 15 to be kept? 
with theſe who are to be admitted rothe boly Miniſtrie: and 
noue ſo rryed ſhall preach in publike , without the bounds 


of the Univerficy or Presbyterie where he paſt his rryalls, till 
he firſt make it known tothe other Presbyrteries , where he: 


deſires to be heard ; by ateſtimonialt from the Univerſirig 
oO; Presbyxerie where he lived , thathe hath bin of an honeſf: 


converſation , and paſt his tryalls confortn ro the order here) 
preſcribed : Which being done in rhe- meeting of the ' Pro 


vinec orPresbyrerie, where he deſires ro be heard 3 he is tg 
be allowed by them ro preach within the bounds of that Pro- 
vince or Presbyteric ,. without any further tryall to be raken 
ofhin.. | | | 
: I LI. Expectants being educate 1n a Colledge that was cors 
Tupt., or under a corrupt Miniſter, 1f they themſelves have 
beenknown to haye been tainred with error, ar oppoſite ro 
our Covenant, and the blesſed Work of Relormarion within 
this Kuk , the ſame orderis to be keprin admitting them to 
the holy Miniſtrie, or ro any place in the Colledges or 
Schooies of this Kingdome , that was ordained to be kepr in 


admiſſion of theſe Miniſters who fled our of the Countrey 3 
andſhew rhemſelyes oppoſite ro our Covenant and Refor-" 


mation. 
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aut. 
ae Act Seſf. 17. Auguſt 9.1641. 
te Ad againſt unlawfull Bands. 


iks He Asſembly taking to their conſideration the ques 
m6 {tion proponed}unto them concerning the Band , the 
ich} $9 whereof was preſented before them from rhe Pare 
i< lament, doth find and declare thar Bands of this and the ike 
ep nature , may nor lawfully be made : By which Declaration. 
nd Y*b< Astembly doth nor iorend to bring any cenſure for what 
ds £ is paſt-and by the wiſedome and care of the Commirtee of the 
ill} Parliament is raken away , 'upon any perſon , who being re-- 
he Þ quired by the Moderator and the Clerk , ſhill under his 
tis Y hand declare before them, That as the Asſembly doth finde; 
eſt; that the ſubſcribers are nor aftrifted by their Oath to the' re 
r&£ Por of the ſaid Band , ſo he finderth himſelf nor to be aſtrict- 
0-4 <d by his Oath ro the tenor thereof; bur the intention of the 
tq As{cmbly 1s meerly ro prevent the like in time coming. 


_—._- 


en 

| Sell. 18. 9. Augyff 164r. 4 meridie. 

ve Aletter from ſome Miniſters in England 

ro z0 the Aſſemblie. 

in / oi 

to Right Reverend and dear Brethren; now conveened in this 
or Generall 4ſiambly, | 


as WE: moſt heartily ſalute you in the Lord, rejoycing 
3'Y VY with you in his unſpeakable goodnesſc, ſo miraculous- 
":{proſpering your late endeavours » beth for thereſtori 
"Hand ſertling of -your own Liberties and Priviledyes , in 
F Church and common wealth ( which we heare and hope, he 
is now about toaccompliſh ) asalſo forrhe occafioning an 
AY advancing ofthe Worke of Reformation among our ſelves3 
*F for which as wedaily blesſe the higheſt Lord, ſole Author 
y of all ony good » fo doc weacknowledge your ſclves worthy 
F inſtruments thereof, And for that (beſides all other re: 
J pes ) doe, and ever ſhall (by the help of God) hold 
you 


os 
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on deareurrso us » 25 our own bawels, and our ſelves oh- 


gedto tender un:0you all due correſpondencs according tg: 


our power ; uponall good accafions.. 

Andnow ( dear? Bre {ten ) $9830 ach torch of 
Chriſt :s byr ene body , cach part ea cannorbur partake 
mM che weale and woe of the whol2, And of Each other part; 


and theſe Churches of t ngland and Scotland , mzy (e:m both 


co be imvircu2-1 inthe ſame botrome , to link and ſwitm to» 
erher, a14a:e ſonexr' gnjoyned by m2nyit:o0g eyes , not 
only as fellow m:mbers under the fame tlead Chriſt , and 


. feliov-ſabjefts und-r rhe ſame King 3 bur alſo by ſuch 


neignþour-hood and vicinity of place , that if any evil ſhall 
much infelt the one » rhe other cinnor b2e alrogether free: 
Or if for the preſent it ſhould, yer in procefle of rimeit 
would ſenſibly (affer al o. And foraſmuch as evils arc b:t+ 
xe: remedied in their firſt beg'nning , then af:er thy have 
GnGe taken deep roet ; therefore we who'e namesare here 
under-wrirten , in the behalf of our ſelves , and of many 
others, Miniſters of the Church of Enzland +.e bold to comp 
mend to your conlideration ; )beirg ::cr.ogether in this vey 
nerable Afembly } a <iffernce cf great concernment, 
which you maypleaſe ( in vrief) thus to underitaud.” Ab 
mighty Godhaving now of iis of infinite goodnefle raiſed up 
pur hopes of removing the yoke of Ep ſcopacie ( undcr 
which we have ſo long groaned ) ſundry other forms «| 
Chyrch-government are by ſund:y forts of men proje-ice, 
to bz {ecup inthe roome x Fr One of which ( among 
ochers ) 1s of ſorpe Bretrtien that hold the whole power of 
Church-government, & all Acts theteuntg appercaining (a 
EleQiion, Oxdination , and Depoſition of Office rs , with Ad+ 
miſlion z Excommunicacion , & Abtlolution of Members) are 
by divine Ordinance m foro extern, to be d<creed by the moſt 
yoices, in, andofevery pariicular Congregation , which 
(ay they ) is the urmolt bound of a particular Church : ene 
duced with power cf Government, '& only ſome Formalities 
of /o!emne execution ro be reſery:d rothe Officers ( asſer- 


- yants of the ſaids Church ) ifthey haveany , orifnone , then 


" be performed by ſome gather members , not in office, 
Flow whe fad Church fhal appoint thereunto', Aud chat 


* 
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every of rhe (aid particul:r Congregations ( whether they 


conſiſts of few or m.n; M:-uibers, and be furviſhed wich 


Offices or not) lawfully may & ough: ro rransat, derermine 
& execute all matters pe: :alning ro th: covernment of them- 
ſelves awongt& ichia th-mſclves wirhour ary au horitari'e 
(though 1 or con'ula'ory )concurrence or inte rpolition of any 
other perions or © hirches whatſoever, condemning all im+ 
erative and 4-cifvepowerof Clisſes, or compound Pres= 

yteries and Synods, as a meereuſurpation., Now becauſe 
we conceive that your j1dgement in this caſe may conduce 
mach by the bleiling ofG 9d, to th: ſertling of rial; queſtion 
amon2it us ; I herefore we do? earneſtly inireat the /ame at 
your hands , and that ſo much the rather, becauſe we ſome= 
tines h:ar from thoſe of rac aforeſaid judgement, rhar ſame 
fam u5 4n1 emin?nte Brethren, even amongſt your ſelves, 
doe ſ5m- waa; encline unto an approbation of that way of 
go1emmen', Thus humbly cravinz pardon. for our bold- 
ne ſ: , 1-avingthz martzr to your grave conſiderations, and 
expecting anſwer at your converi:nt leaſure , We commit 
you - and the ſugces e of this ycur me*tings ro the bleiiiog 
of che Alwi_hrty , 1n whom we ſhall ever remain, 


London , 12 Tu). 1641. Yaur faitbfull Brethren to ſervos 
| you mall offices of love. 


— — 


Dr IS —_ 
— —— 
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The Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Enolich 
Miniſters Lettey. 


Right reverend and dearly beloved Brethren in our Lord and 
common Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 

Eerhe Miniſters and Elders met ngpiher in this-Natio- 
/Y nall Asfembly, were nota little refreſhed and comfor= 
red by the good report which we heard of you » andothers 


_ of our Brexhren of the Kirk of  ngland, by ſome of our Mi- 


niters, whoby the goodprovid-nce of our Lord bad ſeen 
your faces, andconyerſed with yous But: now yer more 


| Cowfoctedby your Lengrs'which we received y/ and which 
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were read in the face of the Asfembly , witneſſing your 


Chriſtian love, and ojoycuy with us in God for his great 


and wonderfull Work in rhe Reformation of this Kirk , and 


in the beginning of a blesſed Reformation amongſt your fe1-/ 
Ves, and that you are (o ſenfible of your communion and' 
fellowſhip with us, and to defire to know our minde and jud«' 
gemegt of that which ſome Brethren amongſt you hold, 
concerning Kirk-governmentr. 
 Wedoe with our hearts acknowledge and wonder at the 
great and unſpeakable wiſedome, mercie, and power of our 
God, 1n reſtoring unto us the truth and puritic of Religion, 
after many Back-{lidings and defeCtton of ſome in this Kirk 
&defire not only to confesſe the ſame before the world, and 
all other Chriſtian Kirks, bur ao doe pray for grace to walk 
worthy of ſo wonderful a love: Wehave been helpedby your 
prayers, in our weak endeavours» & you have maurned with 
us, ( we know ) inthedayesof our meurning ; and therefo- 
TE 1s it that you doe now rejoyce and praiſe God with us. 
Neitherare weour of hope, but the fame God ſhall ſpeedily 
perf-Ct that which he hath begun amongſt you , thar your 
joy may be fult , which is the deſire of our ſoule , and for 
which we doe now prav, and in our ſeverall Congrega- 
rions will beiaſtant at the throne of grace » for this and all 
other ſpirituall and. temporall bleflings upon the Kirk and 
Kingdome of Enplend , by name , expeCting the like perfor- 
mance of mutuall love from you and others equally minded 
with yot,, for your parts, till a common conſent may be 
obtained, even that you will recommend the Kirk of Scoeland 
by name in your prayersto God, - Thus ſhall we be as one 
' people , mourningand rejoycing, praying and praiſing to- 
gether; which maybe one meane of the preſeryation of U- 
nie and of many other bleſlings to us both. 
E have learned by long experience , ever ſince the time 


of /hzReformation , and ſpecially after the two Kingdomes have 
been ( in the great gooddnesſe of God to both ) unt- 
ted under one Head and Monarch , but moſt of all of late, - 


which is net unknown to you , what danger and contagion 


in matters of Kirk-government , of divine worſhip » and of 


doQtrine , may come from the one Kirk tothe other, why 
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fide all other reaſons make us to pray to God,'and to deſire 


you , and all that love the honour of Chriſt , and rhe peace 
of theſe Kirks and Kingdomes, heartily to endeavour, 


T char there might be 1n both Kirks,' one Confeilion , one 


DireCtory for publicke warſhip, one Carechiſme, and one 
Forme of Kirk- government. Andif the Lord who hath 
done great things tar us, ſhall be pleaſed to hearken unto our 
deſires > and to accepr of our endeavours, we ſh:!} not only 
have a ſure foundation for a durable Peace , bur ſhall be 
ſtrong in God , againſt the riſing or ſpreading of Hereſie 
and Schilme amongſt our (elves , and of inyaton from for- 
raine enemies. F 
Concerning rhe diffierent Formes of K:rk-government » 
rojected by ſundrie ſorts of men, ro be ſeruy in place of 
Epiſcopall flierarchie z which we crutt is brought near unto 
its period, we mult confeſſe, that weare not a lirtlegrieved 
that any godly Miniſters and Brethren ſhould be found, who 
doe nor agree with other Reformed Kirk s in rne point of go- 
vernment as well as1n the matrer of Doctrine and worſhip ; 
and that we want not our own feares, that where the h-dge 
of Diſcipline and Government 15 diterent, the Doftrine and 
Worſhip ſhall not long continne rhe ſame withour change : 
yet doe not marvell much , that particular Kirks and Con= 
gregations whichlive in ſuch places , as that they can con- 
veniently have no dependencie upon ſuperiour Aﬀ4eenibles , 
ſhould ſtand fora kind of independencie and ſupremacie in 
themſelves, they not conſidering that in a nation or King- 
dome, profeſling the ſame Religion, the government ot rhe 
Kirk by componnd Presbyteries and Synods is a help and 
ſtrength, and nota hinderance or prejudice to particular 
Congregations and Elderſhips , in al! the parts of Kirk=go- 
yernment 3 and thar Presbyterics and Synods are nor an ex 
trinſeca!l power (et over particular Kirks , like naro Epif- 
copal dominion, they being no more'to be reputed extrinſe- 
cal unto the particular Kirks nor the power of a Parliament, 
or Convention of Eſtates , where tbe Shiresand Cities have 
their own Delegates , 1s to þ& held extrinſecal ro any partt- 
fular Shireor City. AE 


Our 
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Our unanimous judgement and uniforme praftice, js, 


thar according to the order of the Reformed Kirks , ang 
the ordinance of God inhis Word , net onely the ſolemne 
execution of Eccleſiaſtical power and authoritie , but the 
whole acts and exerciſe thereof , do properly belong unts 
the Officers of the Kirk ; yer ſo that in matters of chiefeſt 
zmportance , the racite conſent of the Congregation be had, 
before their d-crees and ſentences receive final execution, 
and that the Officers of a particular Congregation , may nor 
exerciſe this power independently , bur with ſubordination 
unto greater Presbyteries and Synods, Provincial and Ngs 
tenal : Which as they are repreſenrativeof the particular 
Kirks conjoyned together in one under their government; 
fatheir determination , when they proceed orderly » whe- 
ther 1in cauſes comman to a!l , or many of the Kirks , orin 
cauiles brought before them by appellations or references 
from the inferiour, in the caſe of aberation of the inferiour, 
15 to the {everai Congregations authoritative and obligatorie 


and not coaſultatory only: And this dependencie and ſubs. 


eardination - we conceive not only to be warran:ed by the 
light of nature, which doth dire the Kirk in ſuch thingy 
2s are common to ther ſocieties , or to be a prudential way 
for Reformation , and for the preſervation of Truth and 
Peace, againſt Schiſme , Hereſie , and Tyranny , which is 
the ſweer fruits of this government whereſozverzks hath 
place, and which we have found in ancient and late expee« 
rience; but alſo ro be grounded upon the Word of Gad, 
and to be conforme to the paterne of the Primitive and As 
olical Kirks: And withour which, neither could the 
irks in this Kitagdome have heenreformed', nor were we 
able forany time to preſerve Truth and;Unity amongſt us. 
In this forme of Kirk - government , our unanimity and 
harmony by the mercy of God , is ſofull and perfect, that 


 allthe Members of this Aſſembly have declared themſelyes 


to be of one heart, and of one ſoule, and to be no leſſe 


perſwaded,, that it is of God , thenthar Epiſcopal govern- _ 


ment is of men ; reſolving by the grace of Gad, to hold 


* the ſame conſtantly all the dayes of our life, and heartily 


wiſhing that Gyd would blells all the Chriſtians Kirks, ef- 


pGially, 


SS _ 4 82a ww, @» ww ww 


« 4 a ,,—”— t 5H = A 4 © row 


5 wad * 


be. 
1 
4; 
4 
d 
s 
1 


Aſſembly, 1641: 10g 
pecially the famous Kirk of England, unto which in aH other 
reſpeAs we are {o nearly joyned with this divine Forme of 
vernment. Thus having briefly and plainly given our 
judgement for your farisfattion, and deſiring and hopwg 
that ye will beleeye againſt all mis-reports, that we know noc 
ſo much as one anan, more or lefle eminent amongſt us, ef 2 
different judgement , we commend you unto the-richesof 
the grace of Chriſt , who will perfeCt that which he had be= 
un amongſt you , to your unſpeakable comfort. 
Subſcribed by our Moderator and Clerk, 
Edmburgh 9. Auguſt , 1641. 


—_———_— ——— — 


The Aſemblies Anſwer to the Kings 
Majeities Letter. 


Moſt gracious Soveraign , 

Efide the conſcienceof that duetie which we owe to ſw 

preme Authority, we ate not only {encouraged bar 
confirmed by the Royal favour and Princely munificences 
expreſſed in Your gracious Majeſtzes Letters , which filled 
our hearts with joy , and our mcuths with praiſe, to offer 
up our prayers with the greater fervencie ro God Almightie 
for your Majeſties happineſſe, our ſelves for our own G 
and for the whole Kirks of this your Majeſties S poted >. maty 
which we doe repreſent, to ſerve Your Majeſtic in all 
humble obedience , our faithful labours for preſervi 
Truerh and Peace amongſt all Your Majeſties Subjects, a 
our example ( according to Your Majeſties juft command- 
ments laid upon us) to be apreſedent to 'others in paying 
that honour , which by all Lawes divine and humane, is due 
unto Your ſacred Majeſtic , being confident that your Ma. 
jeſtic ſhall finde at yourgomung hicher much more ſatis{aQti- 

n 


on and content then ca X prefled by 
" Your Majefties meft humble SubjeRs and faithful 
Servants ,the Minsſters ard Elders met 
t mm the vonerable Aſſembly at St. Andrews , 


ful 20 « 4nd Edinburgh, Fuly 27. 164T. 
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Act anent the Kirk of Campheicr. 


TH: which day a morion was made in the Aſſembly , that 
ir ſeemed expecient for correſpondencie that might be 
had from forraigne varts, forthe weal of this Kirk Thar 
* th* Scors Kirk ar Campherr were joyned to the Kirk of Scots 
land, as a Member” thereof : Which being (crioufly 
thought upon and confidered by rhe Aſſembly , they ap- 
proved the motion, and ordained Maſter 7.obert Baillie Mi- 
miſter a! Cilwinning,to write to Maſter William Spang Miniſter 
at Campheir , and Kirk - Seflion thereof » will:ng them to 
ſend rheir Miniſter , and a ruling Elder', inſtructed witha 
Commitlion tothe next General Aſſembly to be holden art $t 
Andrews , the laſt Wedneſdav of Fuly 1642. atwhich time 
thcy ſhould beinrolled in the Books of the General Aﬀſem- } - 
bly, as the Commiſſioners of the General Afembly of Scots || * 
lend , from the Scots Kirk at Campheir, 


_——__ M—_— 
mm _—_— 
— 


T He Aſſembly appoints the next General Afembly 1 
be holden at St. Andrews, the lai} Wedneſday of 
July nex:, 1642+ 
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The Kings Letter to the Generall Aftembly , preſented 
by His Cn ur Commiſſioner , the Earle of 
Dumfermling , Fuly 27. 1642, 


CHARLES R, 

3JE N the midft of Ourgreat and weighty affaires of 
iS el Our aryl, 1p ve Wn Almighty, who 
WIR AE1s privie to Onr Intentions, and in whom We 
| y a eruſt , will in his own time bring to a wiſhed and 
peaceable concluſion , We are not unmindfull of 

that duetie which we owero thatOur ancienrand nativeKi 
dome, and to the Kirks there, now mer rogether by therr 
Commisfioners ina Nationall Aſſembly. God whoſe Vice- 
gerent We are , hath made Usa King over divers Kingdo= 


mes, and We havene other deſire, nor defigne , but to 


govern them by their own Lawes , and the Kirks in them b 

their own Canons and Conftiturioas. Where any thing 
found te be amifle, We will endeavout a Reformation ina 
fair and orderly way 3 and where a Reformation is ſettled , 
We reſolve, with that authoritie wherewithGod hathin yeſted 
Us, to maintain apd defend itin peace and libertie, le” 
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all trouble thar can come from without, and again all Herg 


fies; Seds, and Schi mes which nay ari & from within 
Nor do We deſire any thine more in that Kingdom (a 
when We ſhall Fear of it, it ſh1ll be a delight and matter 


be put in places of the Min ſtery, and that Schooles ana Cob 
ledges miy flouriſh in Learning and true Pietie- Some 


things for advincivg of thoſe.ends, We did of Our cwo ace' 


cord promiſe in Our Letters to the lait Aſſembly , and 
We make you: ſclves Judges , who wie: witnes'cs tg 
Our Atﬀions, while We were there in Pe:iſon', whe 
ther we i'd not perform them both inthe point of preſ-nras 


tions whichare in 021r hands, and in the liberal} proviſion of 


all the '_riverrizs and Coll-dges of the Kingdome , nat 
only altov: that which ary of Our Progenors had dons 
before Cs; bur a!ſo above your owne hopes and expects 
tion. Wedoe not n-ake co1 men oration of this Our B-ne- 
ficence, either o pleaſ: Our elves, or to ſtop the influence 
of Our Rovzl: g- 0dnefſe and Bourne for afterward, but that 
by the(? reall d&&montraticn: of Our unfained defies and des 

light ro do good , ycu mai b2 the more confident to expe 
from Us, wharo?vcrin Juſtice We cangrant, or what "* 
e 


' be expedient for you to obtaine. We have given expre 


charge to Our Commiſlioner , toſe: th:t allthings b- dung 
there orderly and peaceably, as if We were preſent in Our 
Own Perſon; not doubting but in thankfi:Inefſ= for your 
preſent eſtate and condition , you will abſtatne from every 
thing that may make any new difly bance , and that y ou wil 
be more wile then tobe the enemies of your own reace, 
which would bur ſtumble ot"ers, and ruine your ſelves 
We have alſo commanded Ou: Commilioner to receive 
from you your juſt and reaſona:lz deſires» for what wap 
further ſerve for the good of Religion , rhat raking themrs 
Our conſideration , We may omit nothing which _— 


: 


gladreſſe unto U's) then tharthe Copel be faickfujly pre 
ached throughou the whole Kingdom, to the outmolt skirty 
and borders thercof. Knowing that to be the mean of he» 
nourto God, of happin*ſſe to the peovle, and cf trac obes 
di:n*eto Us. And for 'h's effe, that holy and able men 
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ne:f}> Ustobe indeed a nurſing Father of that Kirk , whe= 
rein We were born and baptized, andthart if ye be not hap- 
py » you may þlame riot Us , but your ſelyes. And now 
what doe We agyzin requireof you , but that which other< 
wiſe you owe to Ls as your Soveraigne Lord and King, even 
that ye pray for Our proſpentie and the peace of Our King® 
domes , thatye uſe the beſt'meancs tokeep Our People ith 
obedience ro Us and Our Liawes , which doth very muck 
in Our perſonall abſence from char Our Kingdome depend 
upon your preaching, and your owne examplary loyaltie 
and faithfalnefſe , and rhat againſt all ſuch jealouſies » ſuſpi- 
tions and finiſter rumors as are coo frequent in theſe times , 
and have been ofzen falſifed in time,paſt , ' by the reality 
of che contrary events : Ye judge Us and Our profeffions 
by Our ations, wkich we truſt chrough God in deipight of 
malice ſhall ever go on in a conſtant way tor rhe good of 
Religion , avd the weal of Our People , which is the 
Chicteſt'of Our int2grions and deſires- And thus We bid 
you farewell. Given at Our Court at Leiceſter , the 23. of 
July , 1642. 


To Our truſty and wel beloved the Gen:rall 
Aſſembly m our Kjngdom of Scotland 
conveened at S. Andrews. 


} 
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A&Se(} 3. July 29. 164+ 
At for bringing in of the Synode Books yoerly "7 
to the General Aſiemblies. 


TY Moderator calling to minde that which was forgote 
ten1n the prececding Sefiions, the examination of the 
Provincial Books , cauſed call che Roll of the Provincialt 
Aſſemblies, And the Aﬀembly finding very few Provinces 
ts hav* ſent their Books to this Aer! , adams; he- - 
of the 6rdinanc*> of the former Aﬀembt/ thereanent , for 
the -more exact obedicnce of that ordinance bereafier 
oP H 
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the Aſſembly.in one voyce ordaines, That the Books of eve-! 
ry Provincial Aſſembly ſhall be brought and produced to. 
every General Aſſembly : And that this may be*performedsy fi 
ordaines that every Clerk of rhe Provincials , eirber bring NI P: 
er ſend the ſaid Books yearly to the General Aſſemblies, by} th 
the Commiſſioners ſent to the Aſſemblies, from theſe Pres». co 
byteries where the Clerks reſide, Which charge the Afﬀems I ie 
bly alſo layes upon the ſaid Commiſſioners , ſent fromthe Þ| ie 
ſaids Presbyrerics where the Clerks reſide . ay and while th 
ſome meanes be provided ,- whereby the Clerks charges may A 
be ſuſtained for coming with the ſaids Books themſelyes: bl 
And that under the pain of deprivation of the C'erk , in. A 
caſe of his negle&t, and of ſuch cenſure of the ſaids Come 
miſſioners, in caſe of their negle& as the Aſſembly ſhall } 
think conyenient . X lc 
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Act Sef 5. Anguſt r. 1642. 
AF anent the. chooſing of KirkSeſſions. 


7, ooo the queſtion moved to the Aſſembly , concerning Þ| . 
the elefion of Kirk Seſſions > The Aſſembly ordaines 

the old Seſſion to elett the new Seffion both in Burgh and 
Land. And that if any place ſhall yaik in the Seſſion cho-' 
ſen , by death or otherwiſe, the preſent Seſſion ſhall bave þ 
the election of the perſon to fill the vacand roome, 


Ala — 
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Seff. 6. 2. «Auguſt 1642. 


The Report of the Interpretation of the AG at f ; 
Edinburgh, anent rryalof Miniſters. 


—_— 
hd 


£ &- meaning of the forefaid Act, is ror chat an aftual 
Miniſterto be tranſported , ſhall berried agaip by the 
tryals appointed for trying of ExpeQants , attheir entry ta: 
the Miniſtery , according to the Acts of the Kuk 3 but q 
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ly that he bririging a Teſtimonial of his former tryals, agd' 
of his abilities, and converfarion , from the Presbyrerie 
di fiom whence he comes , 'and giving ſuch ſarisfaction rothe 
og} Parochiners Presbyrerie wherero he cornes tn preaching , a 
by. the Presbyterie finds his gifts -fit and anſwetable © for the 
5. | conditioi! and diſpoſition 'of the Congregation, *whexers 
as | heis preſented. Becauſe, accarding to rhe At of the*Aſ- 
he | ſerobly 1596- renewed/at Glaſgow , iome thatare meer for 
the Miniſtery 1n ſome places, are not meer for all alike : 
iy | And Univerſities, Towns and Burghs\, and places offNo+ 
blemens reſidence , or frequencie of Papiſts, and other 
in | gear and eminent Congregations » and in ſundry other ca- 

i , require men of preaterabilities , not will be required 
vil necefartly 1n the planting of all private ſmall Parorhes , the 
Þ leaving of the conſideration of theſe caſes unto the judge= 
'Þ rent and confideration of the Presbyterie , was the only 
—{ intention of the Act, *- - | wt 
The Aſiembly approves the meaning aud enterpreqation foreſaid 2 ; - - 
pt oo the faid AR , —_— | Fe Js to / Rl 
tion, to ſtand an force, end to have ſtrength of an AF 3 
and ordinance of Aſiembly in all time coming. 


o 
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s A&Sell. 7. 3. Auguſt 1642. 
& | AT anent the order for making Lifts to His Hae 
ſtie, - and other Patrons for Preſentations; The, x 
& ' order of tyyal' of Expettants , and for 


trying the quality of Kirks 


' | JOrfmcikle as His Majeſtie was gratiouſly pleaſedin Hig 
Anſistrro the DE Bb rhe Commiſſions 
cf the late Aﬀetmbiy ro His Majeſtic , wo declare and'pioge 
miſe . for thEbecter providing of vaiking Kitks at His Ma--. 
Flies Pr efentarion with qualified Miniſters ,' ro preſent one 
& jy our of atift of fix perſons, ſent ro His Majeſtie from the 
@F Presbyreties wherein the vaiking Kirk lyeth', as His Maje- 
ſacs Declaracion , ſigned With his —_ hand at hte - hall , 
W- 


the 
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th= 3. of Zanuary laſt , regiſtiate in the books of Aﬀembly, 
this day at length beares, And ſucilike whereas the Lords 
of Exchequer upona Petition preſ. nted to them by thi 
Commiitoners of the Generall Afſemily , and the Prock 
raror and Ag-nt for the Kirk repreſenting rwo P: ejudices; 
one , thatg'ftsobtained f, om His Majeſtie of Pat:onayes of 
Kirks, art His Preſentation were patling th: Exchequer, 
without the qualification and proviſiqn of a Lit , wherewith 
His Majeftie was pleaſed to reftritt himſelf; and the orher,Þ 
ther 'ome were {ceking giftsof patronage of Biſhop-Kirks, 
which are declared ro be!or gtc Presb+teries , tobe planred 
by rwo Acts of the late Pa:liament, "The ſaids Lords have 
ordained thar no fipnator , contairing gif's of patron«ye 
from H.s Majie, ſhall paſſe hereafter , but witha ſpeciall 
pro 1161 that the ſme ſhall be lyable ro the tenor of H1s Mp 
jeſt.e.. {-:d Declaration, Urdaining alſo rhe Procurato' & && 
gent of the Kirk to be :dvertiſed,& to have place to ſee all 
'na. ors wharioever , containing any patronage, to theefl 
they may repreſent the intereſt of the Kirk thei &in;as the ſaid 
A of the darethe 27 of June laſt, regiltrare alſo in theBooks 
of Hemb)y,this day atlength beares. Therefore thar rhe ſaids 
Kirks which now are, or which were at His Majeſties pres 
{nation the ſayd third day of Fanwary laſt , miy be the berttr 
provided withable Miniſters, when the ſ2mine ſhall vaiky 
The Affembly ordzines thar hereafrer every Presbyreric 
hal! yive up yearly a Ro!l of the ableſt of their Fxpectants, 
to their Synods; and that the Synods ſele&t ourof theſe Ro 
ſuch perſons whom they in cerrain knowledge judge molt fit 
for the Minilirie and worthieſt of the firſt place, With Pows 
er torke Synods t0 adde oralter theſe Rolls given by the 
Pre: bytertes ,as they thinke reaſonable: And that the Synod 
.{bal' ſend the Kolls made by them inthis manner,ro the next 
G-nerall Afemil,, who ſhall lo examine the Rolls of t 
Synods, and -dye or 2lter the ſame as ſh:1l b2 thought expes 
dient. Whict- Roll made by the Gener:!1 Aſſembly , ſhall 
- ſent ro every. Presbyterie,& that the Pres by rerie, with cop 
ſear of the moſt or beſt part of theCopgregation;ſhall makes 
Liſt of fx perſons willing to accept of the preſentation our 
thittsoJi ot theAflembly,upon gyery occaſion of vacation@ 
any 
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any Kirk within their bounds, and ſhall ſend the ſamine,roge 
ther with a blank preſentation 3 The which (if tis Majeſty 
thefl be Patron to the vacant Kirk ) ſhal! be-{cor by the jatd Pro» 
xl curator and Agent, to ſuch as the Commiſſioners of the Cee 
ces; nerall Aſſembly, or in their abiencethe Presbyterie of Edm- 
$ off Gngh: ſhall direCt and chink at rhar time moſt ableand willing 
1er, ro vbtain che preſentation , robe ſigned and filled up by His 
vity Maj. choiſe of one of the Liſt. Ana 1f the vacant Kirk be of a 
wer, Patronage diſponed by His Vajeſty ſince the 3. of 7anuary , 
n'thar caſe either the Presbyreries themiclves' ſhall ſerida 
ef Liſt offix perſons in maner aforeſaid , with a blank preien= 
av tation ro the Patron,to b: filled upby his chorſe, &ſublcribed 
gel orfſend the famine to the ſaids Officers of the Kirk. to bu: con» 
1 veyed by them to the Patron of the yaiking K.rk,as the P:£5= 
Ma byteric ſhal: chink moſt expedient. 1ris alwayes declarzd, 
AJ tharthis order ſhall be without prejudice to th<Pres! y -rre7, 
ig: with conſent foreſaid , ro put actual Miniſters upon rhe faid 
k Liſt of fix perſors,to be ſ?nt ro the Farron of the ſai vaiiuog 
aid Y Kirks, if they pleaſe. And leaſt that the nomination of Expe- 
ob Y Ctancs by Presbyreries, Synods, or Asſ-mblies, mm :h<ir Rolls 
1G] orLiſts foreſaid, be mis-interprered,as choughchcE «pettants 
re-Y nominated in theſe Rollsand Li's » were thereby holden & 
mr acknowl-dged ro bt qualified, which is not the mention of 
kN the Aſſembly, » ho rather think, tha: 1n reſpect of this Crder;' 

there ſhould be a more exact tryal of Expeclants rhen before: 

Therefore the Aſſembly o: daines,that noExpeRants ſhall be 

put on the Rolls or Liits above-mentioned, þi:r fuch as: have 

been upon the publike exerciſe,at the leait by the (pace of half. 

a year, or longer,as the Presbyrerie ſhail finde neceWary. And 

ſuchlike ordaines, that hereafter ro1e be ac'mitied to the pu - 
blike exerciſ-,-before they be tried according :o the tryal ap- 

onted forExpeCtanrs,at their eatri- ro the Miniſterienn the 
teAſtembly at Glaſgow, inthe 24- Article 0: theAct -f the 2.3» 

Scthon thereot: 'which rryall the Aſlembly aypoints to o 
raken of everyExpeant, before his almiſlion to the publk2 
exerciſe And (uchlike ordaines , Thar the famine tryall 

ſhall be agaia taken immediatly before their admiſſion ro the 
"Miniſtexie, together with their triall mencioned in the advice 
.of tome Brethren-depured for "7 the corrupugns 4 
| 3 AG 
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the Mmiſtery , approven in the ſaid At of the Generaſ} Ag- 
{emblyatGlaſgow. And becauſe thar Kirks of the patronas 
ges foreſaids , will vaik before the Rolis 2nd Lifts be made 
up by the Presbyreries , Synods , andGener:ll Aſſemblies, 
in manner foreiaid : Therefore in the mrerim the Aſſembly 
ordains the Commuſlioners of every Presbyteric here preſent, 
to giveina Liſt of theableit ExpeCtants within their bounds, 
the:morn , tothe Clerk of the Asſcmbly , that the Asſems 
bly- may; out of theſe Rolls, make a Liſt ro be ſent roevery 
resbyterie: Outof which the Presbyreriea ſhall make a Lift 
of fix perſons,withconſent foreſaid,and (end the famine upon 
vacancie of anyChurgh within rheir bounds, together witha 
preſentationtoHis Majeſtic , or any other patron » in man- 
ner foreſaid, And becauſe the Procurator and Agent of the 
Kirk cannetget fuffictent informationto theLords of Exche- 
quer-anentahe Right and Intereſt of the Kirk, and Presbytes 
1s in Kirks, whereof gitrs of patronages may be preſented 
tothe Exchequer: Thereforerhe Aſſembly ordaines for their 
betterinformirion hereanent, that eyery Presbyterie , with 
all di;gence, u'e all meanes of exact rryall of the nature and 
qualyric of all Kirks within their bour.&s , 2s what Kirks be- 
_ Jorg the Kings Majeſties patronage, what to other Laick pa- 
troniges » what Kirks of old were planted by the Presbytes 
ries, and whar by Prelates , and Bilnops, before the As« 
ſembly at Glaſgow 1538. what hath been the way and time of 
the change of ihe planting and providing ofthe Kitks» if any 
have been changed or any. other thing concerning the nature 
and qualitie of every Kirk within their bounds, ang to (end 


the fame tothe Procurator of the Kirk with all diligence. 
Mm ame — 
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Af anent Liſts for the Kirks in the - 
High-lands. 
T4 He Aſſembly conſidering tharin Argyle, andiin other pla- || - 
Fox efthe Iris) language , there wil no: be gatren 1 x,ex- I} 
Etanrs able ro ſpeak rhar langueage , Ard rherfore the Ale 
ſembly ishopefull, char ic thefe fiugular caſes, His Majeſtic 
"will be pleaſed for Kirks yacandin the Highlands , «_ 


a . 
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Church , they ſhall give RR ro go and dyell in the 
\ : = - , 
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Of 1 Lift of ſo many expeaants as can be had, able to ſpeak 


the Iricþ language. And the Commiſſioners Grace promiferh 
to recommend it to His Mzjzftte. 


— —_— 
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Overtures againſt Papiſts , non-Communt- 
cants, and profaners of the Sabbath. 


T** Aſembly would draw up a Supplication- to be preſen2 
ted by the Commiſſioners of the Presbycrie of Edinburgh 
tothe Counc?ll ar their firſt meeting , for the due execution 
of the Akts of Parliamentand Councell againſt Papiſts, whe- 
rein it will be ſpecially craved , that the Exchequer ſhould 
be the Intromettors with the Rents of theſe who are excom- 
municate,: and that from the Exchequer the Presbyterie may 
receive that portion of the confiſcate goods , which the Law 
appoints.to be imployed ad pros nſus, 

[1,: Every Presbyrerie would conveenat their firſt meet= 
ing , all known Papiſts in their bounds, and require them 
to put ou: of rheir company , all friends and ſervants who 
are Popiſh within one moneth : Alſo, within that ſame 
ſpace, togiy? their children , ſons and daughsers, who are 
above ſeven yeers 01d, to be educate at their charges, by 
ſuch of their Proteſtant friends , as the Presbyrerie thall ap- 
prove, and finde ſufficient caution for bringing home withe 


10 three moneths ſuch of their children who are withour 


the Kingdom, to bs edhcate 1n Schooles and Colledges' at 

the Presbyteries fight; to finde cautien likewiſe of their 

"op from Maſſe , and «th? company of all Jefuits aud 
nes, 

ITI. Tharall, of whatſoever rank or degree , who re- 
fuſe to give ſatisfa&tion in every one of the foreſaid Articles, 
ſhall be proceſſed wirhour any delay ; but thoſe who give 
ſatisfaction ſhall be dealtwith inall meekneſſe , after this 
manner : The Pretbyteries ſhall appoint ſuch of their num- 
beras they ſhall find fitre{t to confer with them ſo frequently 
asthe Brethren are able ro atrend , until the midſt of Ofober 


next, againſt which time,- if they be nor willing rogoto 


next 
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next adjacent Univerſity Town , whether Fdmburgh , Glaft 
ow', St, Andrews, or Aberdene, from Nevembbr 1. to the 
t of March , where thay ſhall attend al rhe ciecs of confe: 
Tence which the Profeffors and Minilters of the bounds ſhall 
appointto them : By which, ijfthey be not converted, their 
obftinacy ſhall be geclaredin the Provincial Syuods of April, 
and trom thence their Proceſſe ſhallgo on to the very cloſure 

,vaithour any farther delay. , 

I V, Thatevery Presbyterie , asthey will be anſwerahſe 
to the next General Aſſembly , be careful ro do their dutie 
in all the premiſſes. | 

V. Tharthere be given preſently by the Members of thig 
preſent Aſſembly unto the Commiſſioners of the Pr 
terie of Edinburgh , a Liſt of all excommunicare Pap! 
they know , ard of all Papiſts who have children educate 
abroad, chat they may be preſented, together with our Sup- 
plic-rion to the Councel , attheir firſt fitting, 

* VI. Thatthe Councel may be {upplicate for an AR, that 
in no Regiment which gocs out of the Kingdom, aiy Papiſty 
bear office, and that theColonel be required to f111de Caution 
For this effe&t, before he receive the Conncels warrant for 
Jevying any Souldiers : Alſo that he finde caution for the 
maintainingofa Miniſter, and keeping ofa Sceihon in his Res 

Inients 

- Item, The Aﬀembly would enjoyn every Presbyterieta 
Proceed againſt Non - communicants , whether Papiſts or 
others, according to the Act of Parhament maderthereanent, 
And ſuchlike, thar Afts of Parliameur againſt prophaners 
pf the Sabbath be put to execution. 


The -\ſiembly approves the Overtures foreſaid , and ordams 
Presbyteries to put the ſamine to execution with all diligence; 
And that the Commiſſioners of every ee give 10 4 
Liſt of the excommunicate Papiſts within their bounds, and 
of Fapiſts children out of the countrey. to the Clerk, that the 
Jame may be preſented to the Councel by the Cymmyſſioneri of 
this Aſſembly, *» © ; 
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ligion , ang ſuch Royal care of us , as we could roquire 
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Sky to the Synode of Argyle. 


HeGeneral Aſſembly having conſidered the wholepra- ' 
ceedings of the Commiſſioners of the lare General f- 
ſombly holden at Edinburgh , anent the reference made to 
chem concerning the Pr::5pyrerie ef Sky, rogether with che 
whole reaſons pro & contra inthe ſaid marter, after mature 


' deliberation have ratitied and approved , and by theſe pre- 


ſeurs ratifie and approve the Sentence of rhe ſaids Commiſe 
fioners thereintil. And further ordains the ſaid Presbytery 
of Sky and all the Miniſters and Elders thereof, to keep the 
mee:ings of the Provincial Aſſembly of Argyle , where they 
ſhall happen to be appointed in all time coming , ſuchlike as 
any other Presbyrerie within the bounds of the ſaid Pro- 
vince of Argyle uſes todo: And thar the (amine Presbyte« 
rie be 1n all t1me hereafter within the Jurisdiction of the ſaid 
Provincial Afembly , wichour any turther queſtion ro be 
made thereanenr, 


——_ 
—  —____ 
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Sell. 8. 3- Auguf? , poitMeridiem. 
The Supplication of this Aſſembly to the 
&E IH GS MATES TIS 


To the Kings moſt Excellent Maj. the hearty 
Thankſgtomg, and humble Petition of the General 
Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, mer 4t 
St. Andrews » Fuly 27. 1642, 


Oz hearts were filled with great joy and gladneſſe at the 
hearing of Your Majeſties Letter , which was read 
once and again inj face of the Aﬀembly , every line thereof 
almoſt eitherqexpreſiing ſuch affection tothe Reformed Re-- 


eAffembly, 1642. 72x | 
Af anent the joyning of the Presbyterie of 


T22 T be Generall 
from a Chriſtian Prince; or.requiring ſuch neceſſary dutivg 
from us, as we are bound to performe as Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, and ChriſtianSubjedts : For which , as ſolemng 
' . thanks were giyen by the Moderator of the Aſſembbly , {g 
- do weal! with one voice in all humility , preſent unto 
Your Majcſtie the thankfulneſſe of our hearts, with our car- 
nelt prayers to God for your Majeſties proſperity , and the 
peace of Your Kingdoms, that Y our Majeſtie may bt indeed 
a nurſing Father to all the Kirks of Chriſt in Your Maj. Do- 
mintons;& eſpecially to the Kirk of Scotland, honoured with 
Your Birth and Bapti'me: Promiſing our moſt ſcrions indea- 
vours by doCtrineand life, toadvance theGoſpel of Chriſt,& 
and to keep the people in our charge in Unity and Peaces 
and1n all loyalty and obedience to Your Myijeſtie and Your 
Laws. Your Majeſties commands to Your Commiſſioner , 
the Earle of Dumfermling , to receive from usour juſt and 
rea/onable dfires for what may further ſerve for the good of 
Religion here , the favours which we have received alreadyy 


and Your Maj. defires and delight to dogood , exprefled in' 


YourLetter,are as many encourazements us,to take thebold- 
neſ]e ina!) humility to preſent unto Your Majeſtie ( beſide 
the particulars recommended to Your Majeſties Commiſſio- 
ner) one thing, which for the preſent is the chifeſt of all 
Qu: defiresas ſerving, moſtfor the glory of Chriſt , for Your 
Majzitics Honour and Comfort ; and not onely for the good: 
of Religion here , bur for the true happinefle and peace of 
all Your M-:jeſtes Dominions ; which 1s no new motion, 
but the proſecution of that ſame by the Commiſſioners of 
this Your Majeſties Kingdom in the late Trearie, and which 
Your Majeſtie, with advice of borh houſes of Parliament, 
d1d approvein theſe words : To their deſire concerning unitie m 
Religen an4 unifurmitizof Church government , as aſpeciall meanes 
of conſerving of Peace berwixt the tio Kingdoms , npon the grounds | 
and reaſons contain?d m the Paper of the to of March , givenmto 
the Treaty and Parliamant of England : Ir ts 2nſwered upon rhe 


15 of frme , That his Ma eſtie . with advice of both Houſes of Par- 


liament , doth approve of the affeftion of His Subjefts of $cotland, mn. 


dlioiy deſire of batwing rhe conforminy of Church- government , betwixt + 
the two Nations, and as the Parliament bath already taken " ”- | 
; fo 
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fideration the refarmation of Church government, ſo they will proceed 
therein in due time , as Shall. beſt conduge to the glory of God , the 
Peace of the Church , and of both Kingdoms , 11. of June 164r. 
Ta Our Anſwer roa Declaraiton ſent by the new Commiſſioe 
ners of this Kingdom from both Houſes of Parliament , we 
have not onely preſſed :his point of unity in Relig;on and 
Un iformity of Church ſgoyernment , asa meane of a firme 
and durable union berwix t tae two Kingdomes , andwithe 
our which former experiences pur ns out of hope long to en» 
joy the puritie of the Goſpel with Peace , burAlo haveren= 
dred the reaions of our hepes and confidence, as from other 
conſiderations, ſo from Your Majeſtics late Letter to this 
Asſembly , that Your Majeſtie in a happy conjunGtion with 
the Houſes of Parliament . will be pleaſed to (ertle this ble 
ſed Reformation , with ſo earneſtly defired a Peace in all 
Your Dominzons, And therfore we Your Majeſties moſt 
loving Subjects , in name of the whole Kirks Of Scotland, re- 
reſented by ns, upon the knees of our heart, do moſt 
| bumb) y and earneſtly beg , that Your Majeſty in the deep of 
Your Koyall Wiſdom, and from Your afteGtion ro the true 
Religton , and the Peace of Your Kingdoms , may be mo= 
yed to conſider, that the God of Heaven andEarth 1s calling 
for this Reformation at Yonr hands, and that as you are his 
Vice-gerent » ſo You may be his prime Ipſtrumert in ir. If it 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord (which is our defire and hope ) that 
this blesſed unitie in Religion and Uniformity in Govern- 
ment ſhall be brought about; Your Majeſties Conſcience;in 
eforming of ſo great a durie : ſhall bea well - ſpring of com- 
fo to Your Self, Your memory ſhall be a ſweer favour, and 
Your name renowed to all following generations - Andif 
theſe unhappy commotions and divifions ſhall end in this 
peace and unity ; then it ſhall appeare in the Providence of 
God, they were but the noyſe of many waters, audthe voyce 
of a greatthunder before the voyce of harpers barping with 
their harps z which ſhall fill this whole Iland with melefie! 
and mirth , and the aame of itſhall be, -THE LORD 
1S THERE, 


tEIEaS7T SOR 


v5 
> 


_- Ru = 


| 
. 


0 


-» 


Aſſembly ," 164. 1227 


” "LI 


#4 


TR 7 wn 7, TR 
% 


124 | - TheGenerall 


g 


T he Declaration of the Parliament of Eng * 


land, -/ent to the Aſſembly, 
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He Lords and Commons in this preſent Parliament of& ry 
ſembled, finding to their great grief, thar th- diſtrattionſ} rc 
of this Kingdome dayly increaſe , and thar the wickgff u 
Countelsand praQtiſes of a malignent parti amongt us (if 
God prevent themn2t ) are like to caſt this nation 1nto bloud 

and confuſion, To teftific to all the Worid how earne 
they deſire ro avoid a Civill Warre , thev have co 
themſelves 1n an humble Supplicacon to His Majeitie , for 
the prevention thereof, A Copy of » hichtheir petition, 
thy have thought fir ro ſend at this time to the National ab 
ſembly of tae Church &f Scotland. ro the intent that rhat 
Church and Kingdome ( whereunto they are unired by oY F 

many andyo near bounds and tyes, as well Spiritual as Civil) 

may {?e that the like minde 15 now in them , that formerh{} x 
appzared to be in that Nation. And that they are ast-nda} rx 
of the effuſion of Chriſtian bloud on the one hide), as they ah} « 
- zealous on rhe other fide of a due Reformarion both ul « 
Church and State. In which work, whileſt they were lxÞ} £ 
bouring, they have been interrupred by the plots and prffj 1 
Ciſes of a malignant party of Papilts, and il] affected pert t 
ſons, eſpecially of the corrupt and disfotute Clergy ,- by 1 
the incitement and inftigatiov of Biſhops. and others, { 
whoſe avarice and ambition being not able ro bear the Re 
formation endeavoured by the Parliament , they have I 
boured ( as we can expect little better fruit from ſuch 
tre2s)) to kindle a flame, and raiſe a combuſtion within 
the bowels of this Kidgdom : Wh:ch if by our humbli 

| fupplication to His Majeſty it may be prevented , a 
that according to our earneſt defire therein , all Force and 
Watlike preparations being laid a{ide , we may returne tog 
eaceable parliamentary proceeding, We do not doubts 
bur that by rae blefling of Almighty God upon gur ende# 
yours, weſhall ſettle the matters borh in Church and States 
to the encreaſe of His M:jeſties honour and State, the peace 
and proſperite of this Kingdome , and eſpecially - the 
ory 


e Afembly 3 164. 17 
Y of God , by the advancement of the true Religion , 
, Eifach a Reformation of the Ch::rch, as ſhall be moſt agre- 
"F able to Go:'s Word, Our of al which + rhere will al o moſt 
F undoubr-dly reſult a moſt firme & ſtable Union between the 
wo Kingdomes of England and Scotland , which according 


to our P: oreftarion , w- ſhall by all good wayes and meanes, 
upon all occaſions , labour to preſerve and maintain » =» 


Subſeribitur 
John Brown, Cler. Parl. 


—_—_— 


The Aſſemblies anſwer to the Declaration of 
the Parliament of England, 


"T HeGznerall Aflembly of the Kirk of Seorlend, having re- 
vil ceived a Declaration fent unto them by che Commuſſio« 
T1} ners of this Kingdome , now at London , from the Honou= 
dry rable Houles of the Parliament of England - exprefling, their 
care to prevent che effuſion of Ch:1{tiao bloud 1n that Kings 
dome , and their affections ro Reformation both in Kirk and; 
State, and having taken the ſame to ſuch conſideration as the 
importance of ſo weighty matters » and the high eſtimation 
they have of 'o wiſe and honourable a meetingas is the Par- 
liament of Englend , did require 5 have with univerſall con» _ 
ſen: reſolved upon this following Anſwer. 4 
I. Thar trom the recent ſenſe of ithe goodneſſe' of God, 
in their own late deliverance, and from their earneſt defire 
of all happineſſe ro our native King and tharKingdome, t. 
\ blefleche Lord for preſerying them in the midſt of ſo many 
pnhappy diviſions and troubles fioma bioudy InteſtineWar, 
which 1s from God the greateſt Judgemenr, and to ſuch 2a 
nation the compend of all calamities. They allo give God 
thanks for their tormer and preſenrgeſiresota Reformarion, 
eſpecially of Religion , which is the glory and Few = of 2 
Kingdomes and bringeth with it all cempozall bleflings « 
proiperity and peace. | | : 
1]. That the hearts of all the Members of this Aſſembly , 
and of all che wel- affected within this Kingdome , areex- 
6 eeedingly 
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ceedingly grieved and made heavy , that in ſo long a tit 
againſt the profeſſions both of King and Parliament , ant 
contrary to the joynt deſires and prayers of the godly inbothll - 
Kingdomes , to whom it is more deare and precious they 
whar is deareſt rothem in the world ,- the Reformarionof iN. 
Religion hath moved ſo ſlowly , and ſuffered ſo great in: | 
rerruption. They confiderthat not only Prelates , format || * 
Proftſfours , profane and wordly men. and all thatarePo- | 
piſhly affected, are bad councellours and workers , and dg 
abuſe their power, and bend all rheir ſtrength and policig |. 
againſt the Work of God ; but the God of this world alſo; & 
with Princtpalities and powers , the rulers of the darkne 

ef this world , and fpiritual wickedneſfle in high places, fn 
working with altheir force and fraud inthe {ame oppoſitis 
on , not without hope of ſucceſle, they having prevailed « 


farre from the beginning, Thar in the times of the b 
Kings of Fuda of old ; and the moſt part of the Reform 
Kirks of 1ace, athrough and perf:& Reformation of Res 
ligion hatin been a work full of difficulties, Yet doc rhe 
conceive » that as 1t ought firſt of al! to be inrznded {0 
ſhould ir be above all other things, with confidencein God 
who is greate? then the World, and he whois i te World; 
moſt ſeriouſly endeavoured. And thar when the ſupream pros 
vidence giveth opportunity of the acc-»ted time&day of (all 
vation,noether:werk can proſper in the handsof his -rvant 
ifirbe not a prehended, &with all reverence & fairhfulneſs 
imptoved. This Kirk and Narion, when the Lord give them 
the calling, conſidered not their own deadnefle, no? ſtaggets 
edar the promiſe th: ough unbelicf, but gave glory: to folk 
And who knoweth ( we ſpeak itin humility and love, and 
from no other mind then trom a defire of the >\-iiing of God 
upon our Kingandthar Kirngdome ) burtthe Lord kath now 
ſome controverſie with England; which will not be remov'& 
till firſt and before all , «ie orfhip of his name and che 3s 
[ 
(6 


- 


vernmenrt of his houſe be ſettled iCCordiny to 1s own” wi 

When this deſireſhall come, ir thallbe :o noland "afte' 
long deferred hopes, a tree of 'it2, which thall no! only F 
ecld remporell blefings unto themſelves , bur alſo ſhall 
focead the branches {o far, that both this natiog.hd other res 
| formed 
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formed Kirks ſhall finde the fruics rhexeof to their grear ſa- 
usfaction. Nats) 

_. HLE. The Commiſſioners of this Kingdome in the late 
* Treaty of peace conſidering that RebgIon 1s nor only the 
meane of rhe ſervice of God and ſaving of Souls, buris alſs 
' the baſe and foundation of Kingdomesand Eftares , and the: 
al ſtrongeſt band to tye Subjects ro their Prince in true loyal- 
do. | fiE- and to knit the hearts of one ro another in true unity and 
PF love, Theydid with preface of all due reſpe& and reve- 
© | rence, far from arrogancy or pre! wow tne » repreſent in 
, name of.chis Kingdome, -their ſerious thoughts and earneſt 
02} defires for unity of Religion , Thar in all His Majefties Do- 
fn minions » there might be one Confeliion of Faith , one dire- 
*Y ory of worſhip, jone publike C acchiſme, and one formof 
Yr Kirk Government. 'This they conceived to beacceprable to 
s | God Almighty , who delighterh to ſee his People walkin 
in truth and unity , 'ro be a {pecirll meanes for conſerving 0 
Pp: peace berwixt the Kingdomes , of caſing the Kings Majeſty , 
| andthe publike government of much trouble , which ari« 
J ſeth fromdifferences of Religion, very grieyous to Kin 
ja: | 20d Eſtates , of great content to the King himſelf , to bis 
Ia. Nobles ,: his Court, and all his people , when (occaſioned 
to be abroad ) without ſcruple to themſelves , or ſcandal to 


$ others; all may reſort to the ſame publike worſhip , asif 

+ || they wereat their own dwellings ; of ſuppreſling the names 
jp of Hereſies, and Setts , Puritans , 'Contormiſts ,- Separas 
-m | ts; Anabaptiſts , &c. Which dorert aſunder the bowels 
x; || porch of Kirkand Kingdome, of 'deſpaire of ſuccefle to Pa» 
47 | pits and Recuſants, ro have their profeſſion , which-is ins, 
a4 | conliſtent with the-rrue Proteſtant Religion , and aurhoriey: 
of | of Princes, ſerup again', 'and of drawing the hearts and 
oy | pands of Miniſters , from unpleaſant and unprofitable Con- 
& I voverbics, tothe prefling of morcitication, and to Treariſes 


ef truc pierie, and practical Divinicy, The Asſembly doth. 

now enter upon the labour of ch: Commiſſioners \, © uato 

which they are encouzaged , nor only by their faithfulnes(e 

-In theJate Treaty , bur alſo by the zealeand example of che 

Generall Asſemlies of this Kirk in former times, as may 

appeare by the ASſembly at Edinhyrgh , Decemb, 25.10 as 
| . Y 
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year 1566. which ordained a Letter t6 be ſent to Entlad 
againſt the Surplice , Tippet , Cornercap, and ſuch othet 
Ceremonies as then troubled that Kirk , that they might be 
removed; By the gyms + Edinburgh , April 24. i 584, 
humbly defiring the Rings Majeſty : rocommand his Ams 
basſadour, then going to England, todeale wich the Queenz 
that there might be an Union andBand-betwixtthem & orhex 
Chriſtian Princes & Realmes, profeſling the trueReligion far 
defence and prote<Ction of the Word of God, atd Profesſors 
thereof » againſt ctie perſecution of Papiſts and contederatg. 
Jovned %nd united togecher by the bloudy league of Trent; as & 1m 
alſo . hat he: Majeſty would disburdenrheir brethren of By & #1 
gland of the yoke of Ceremonies, impoſed upen them, againſt wh 
tc lib»ity of the Word : And by the Aſſembly ar Ediuburgh, | © 
March. 1589. ordaining the Presbyteric of Fdniburgh . 6} ®: 
uſ- 1] pocd and poſiible means for rhe relief and comfort & ”! 
of the Kirk of England, then heavely troubled for the mains F'V! 
raining the true dcipline and government of the Kirk , and 
thar the Brethren 1n their private and publike prayers , rt ha 
commend the eſtate of the afflicted: Kirk of Englend tcoGod, {| * 
While now by the mercy of God the conjunction of che two the 
King«<domes 15 many wayes increaled, the zeale of che Genes || ft: 
rall Aſſembly towards their happineſſe he. be no leſſe,. of 
Bur beſides theſe, the Aſſembly ismuch encouraged unig 
this duetie, both trom the Kings Majcſty and his Parliamenty 
zoynlv, in their Anſwer to the propoſition, made by the latg 
Commiſſieners of the Trane) ,m _ _— X To their deſi | 
concerning unity of Religion , and uniformity of K wh, government @ | 
a _[pecrall meanes for bnforoing of peace betwixe the two Kingdowmet, | 
wpon the grounds and reaſons contained m the paper of t 10s 
March, andgiven in to the treatie and Parliamentof England: 
Jt is anfir exed uponthe 15. of iune , That his Maieſtie with advict 
of bath Houſes of Parliament. doth approve of the affeEtion of His Sub- 
yeRs of <cotha nd.. in their defrre of having conſormanee of Kirk govern: 
went between the two Nations , and as the Par 'iqment bath alre 
taken into conſideratien the Reformation of Kirk government , 
they will proceed therem m due tume , as rhall beſt conduce tote gory 
God the peace of the Kirk , and of both K ingdemesx. Andaiio 
yerally-: for His Majeitie Knowerh rhar the cuſtodie av 
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dication , the conſeryation and purgation of Religion ; are 2 
t parr'of rhe duene of Civill authority and power. His 
ieſties lace practiſe while he was here in perſon, in reſor- 
ting frequently to the exerciſes of publike worſhip , His 
Royall actions, ineſtabliſhing the worſhip and government 
of this Kirk in Parliament. and 1n giving order for a compe= 
rent maintenance ro the Miniſtery and Seminaries of the 
Kirk, and His Majeſties gracious Lettertothe Aflembly ( fe. 
conded by the ſpeech of His Majeſties Commiſſioner) which 
containes this religious expreſſion : Where any Yang Is gi 
miſſe » twe will endeavour 4 Reformation mn a fair and orderly way , 
ind where Reformation 1s ſettled , we reſolve with that authority 
wherewith God hath veſted us , to maintam and defend it in peace 
and liberty , againſt all trouble that can come from without .' and 
eainſt all Hereſies , Sefts, an1 Schiſmes , wich may ariſe from 
githm. All theſe doe make us hopeful that His Majeſtie 
-will not oppoſe, bur advance the work of Reformation. In 
like manner the Hononrable Houſes of Parliament , as they 
have many times before witneffed rhier zeale, ſo now alle 
in their Dacteratios ſent to the Aﬀetnbly , which not only 
theweth the conſtancy of rheir zeale, bur their great grie 
that the worke harh been interrupted by a malignaar party 
of Papiſts and evill affected perſons , eſpecially ofthe cor- 
tupr and diffolute Clergie ,} by the incitement and inſtigarion 
of Biſhops and oth2rs , rheir hope according ro their earneſt 
defire , when they ſhall returne toa peaceable and Parilae, 
mentary proceding , by the blz\sing of God, to ſertle ſuchſa 
Reformation in the Church , as ſhall heagreeable ro Gods - 
word, and that the reſult ſhall be a moſt firm and ſtable union 
berween the two Kingdoms of Exglandand Sco. land, 8c. The 
Aſsembly alfo 1s nor alittle encouragedby aLerter ſent from 
many reverend Brethren of the Kirk of England, expreſsing 
their prayers and endeavours againft every thing which ſha 
be found prejudicial) to the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdome 
bf Chriſt , and the Peace of their Soveraigne, Upon theſe 
encouragements' and having ſo patent a doore of hope , the 
Aſs*mbly doth confidently expect, that England will row 
beſtirre themſelves in the beſt way for a Refo. mation of Re 
ligion , and do moſt mubogy offer their prayers and _ 
Fr maſk * 
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endeavours for furthering ſo greata Work , wherein Chif 
is \ much concerned in his glory , rhe King in his hon 
the Kirk.and Kingdome of Enplandin their happineſs, K 
this Kirk and Kingdome in the purity and peace of te}, 
Goſpel. 

I 'V. Tharthe Afſembly alſo from ſo many reall invitatis I z; 
ons, are heartened to renew the Propofition made by the 
aforenamed Comniffionersof this Kingdome, for beginning J & 
the Work of Reformation, at rhe uniformity of Kirk-go- | ,. 
vernment. For what hope can there be of. Unity in Rel-J, 
gion, of one Confeſſion of Faith , one Form cf Worſhip, } ;, 
& one Cartechiſme, till there bs firſt one Forme of Eccles J} , 
afticall Governmet > Yea, what hope can the Kingdome ant] g 
Kirk of Scotland have of a firme and durable Peace, 11 Pre- YI 7 
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lacie , which hath been the main cauſe of their miſeries and 
troubles, firſt and laſt , be plucked up , roo: and branch, 
a plant which God hath not planted , and from which, 
berter fruirs can be expeted then ſuch ſower grapes , asthy 
day [et on edge the Kingdome of England ? x 
- V. ThePrelatica!l Hierarchie being put out of rhe way, 
the Work will be eafte , withour forcing of any conſcience, 
to ſertle in Englandthe government of the Reformed Kirks 
by Afemblics. Foralthough the Reformed Kirks dofhold, } « 
wirhour deubring , their Kirk Officers, and Kirk govert> 
ment by Aſſemblies higher and lower , in their ſtrongand 
- 1-r\ea ſubordinarion, to be jure divinio, and perperual)l: yet 
relacie, as it differeth from the Office of a Paſtor, is almoſt I 
univerſclly acknowlodged by the Prelates themſelves , and 
their adherents, r:be but an humane ordinance , introdw 
ced by ®umane reaſon, and ſettled by humane Law and Cir 
' Rome forſſuppoſed convenience: which therefore by humane 
authority , without wronging any mans conſcience , maf 
be altred and absliſhed upon ſo great a neceſſity, as is a hearty 
' conjunRion with all the Reformed Kitks , a firm and = 
grounded Peace berwixt the two Kingdomes , formerly di 
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vided in themſelves, and betwixr themſelves by this po 
tion wall and a perfect Unionof the Kirks in the two Naty 
ons: which alchough by the providence ofGod in one Lang 
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for the preſent alſo, are at greater difference in rhe point of 
Kirk-government, which in all places hatha 


ence upon all rhe parts of Religion,then another Reformed 


EY Kirks. although in Nations at greateſt diſtance , and under 
I divers Princes. | 


# VI. What nnaybe —; rm of the Kirk of Scorlend | for 


furthering the Work of Uniformitie of Governm-at, 'or for 
azreting upon a common Confeilion of Faich » Catechiſme, 
and diretory for Worſhip , ſha!l according to the order gi- 
yen by this Afſembly , be moſt willingly performed by Us, 
who long extreamly forthe day when King and Þ:rlizmene 
ſhall ;oyn for bringing to pasſe ſo great , ſogaod a Work, 
That all Warres and Commotions ceafing ; all Superſtirian:s 
[dolatry, Herehe , Sets, and Schiſmes being remoyed; as 
the Lord isone + ſo hisname may be one amongtt gs ; and 
mercy and truch; righreouſnesſc ard peace m-<trng rogethier, 
and kiflig dac another , may dwell 1n this Hand. 
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Overtures for tranſplantation f e Miniſters 3 and free. 
J 


viſion of Schools, ordained bythe late Aſembly At 
k dinburgh to be ſent to Synods, and 
| reported tothis Aſſembly. 


hm % 


F AQ Sell. x1. Edinb. Auguſt 5. 1611: 

Theſe Overtures underwritten, anent the transporting of Miniſters 
and Profeſſars to Kirks and Colledges . being read in audience of the 
Ajembly , and thereafrer reviſed by a Commuttet r 4q us" that ef- 
fk, The 4 «fl ; * dap we fon ra gy A Synads ,, - 
| e ,, 4nd they to report ther judgements _ 
thereof to the next Genera | AGembb, | 
Orran(portation would be granted hereafter without 
citation of ares having intereſt (viz. the Miniſter 
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ith jder one Monarch , yetever fincethe Reformation , and 
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aiſb) rohear what they can opt. 
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132 The General 
and the matter is to come firſt ro both the Presbyteries ( vii 
_ that wherein the Miniſter dwels , whoſe tranſportation ig 
ſought, and the other Presbyterie ro which he is ſought 
it cne Kirks lye in ſeveral Presbyreries ) and if the Preg« 
byreries agree not , then the matter is ro be brought to rhe 
Syn2d, or Generall Aſſembly ( which of them ſhall fir 
occure after ſuch tranſportation 1s ſought ) and if the Sys 
nod ( occurring firſt) agree not; or if there be appeale 
made fromit, then the matter is tocome ro the General 
Aſſembly. 

II. A Minifter may be tranſplanted from a particular 
Congregavzion ( where he can onely doe good roa part) to 
ſuch a place,. where he may benetn the whole Kirk of Scat 
land .becauie, in reaſon the whole 1s to be preferred tax 
part, {ch as Edinbyrg?, 

T. Becauſe all the great Juſtice Courts fit there, as Couns 
cel}, Seſhon, Juſtice Generall , Exchequer, &c. andt 
concernsthe whole Kirk , thattheſe Fountains of Juſticehe 
kept clean, beth in the point of Faith , and Vianners. 

2. Becauſethere is great confluence to Edinburgh , from 
timeto time, of many of the chief Members of rne whole 


_ _ F TY _—_—y _—_ «Ss ds. 


Kingdome , and 1t concerns the whole Kirk to have theſe { 
-well ſeaſofied, who (apparantly) are to be the Inſtrumeny f 
of keeping this Kirk and Kingdome in good temper. ; 
Thar this may bethe more eaſily done , the AſſemblyJ- 
firſt recommends to Edinburgh, that ſome young men ofex-| © 
cellent ſpirits may be (upon the charges of the {aid Town) F 
train:d up, at home or abroad , toward the Miniſtery from * 
time totzme, Secondly we meane nor , that all the places © 
of the Miniftri- of Edinburgh be filled with Miniſters robe} 7 
tranſported by Authory of chis Act , but only ill cheybeſ} ® 
provided of one Miniſter ( rranſplanted by the Aythority« ' 
the Afembly) for every Kirk in Edinburgh , and that tl t 
reſt of the places be filled either according x0 the GenerWy _: 
Rules of tranſporrarion for the whole Kingd e-, or by * 
_ agreement with aCtuall Miniſters, andtheir Pariſhes , wy *: 
conſent of the Presbyrterie or Synod , to the which tg} t 


belong, 5". ale 
' Ul. In the next roome, we finde;that it 182 tranſportingoy | 


'£. 


» 
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Aſſembly, 1642. 
, Miniſters for publike good ,' thar Colledges, ( havingthe 
profeiiion of Divinicie) be wel provided of profeſſors. = 
Wherin the Colledge of Divinitie 1 S. Andrews is firſt 
to be ſerv 'd withonr raking anv Profeflors or Mmiſters 
out of F dinburg , Glaſgow , or Aberdene z and then the reſt of 
the Coll-dg-s, would be provide&*for , as their neceflity 
ſhal requiie : yet (in reſpect of the preſent ſcarcity) ir were 
good for the Univerſities to ſend abroad for able and appro- 
yed men, to be Profeſſors of Divinine > that our Miniſters 
may be kept 1n their paſtoriall charge as muich as may be. 
Towns alio wherein Colledges are , are very conkiderable 
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y in the marrer of tranſportation, | 
my I V. Alſo Congregarions , where Noblemen have chief 
oa) refdenceareto b- regarded , whether planted orunplanted, 


and a Care 1s to be had, that none be admitted Miniſters 
where Popiſh Noblemen reſide , but ſuch as are able'men 
(eſpecially for'controverſie+ ) by fig"t of the Presbyterie: 
and moreover it is neceſſary , that ſuch Mineſters as dwell 
waere Popiſh Noblemen are» and are not able for contro« 
verſies , that they be transported. 
ab V. They who deſire the transportation of a Miniſter 
| hould be obliged to give reaſons for their deſire : - Neither 
ſhould anyPresbyrerie or Aſſembly,paſle a ſentence for tranſ» 
portation of any Miniſter , till they give reaſons for the expe- 
by |- dencie of che ſame , both tohimand his Congregation» & 
ex to the Presbyreric whereofhe isa member. If they acquieſ- 
ce to the reaſons given y itis ſo much the berter 2 if they 
doe not acquieſce , yerthe Presbyterie, or Aflembly,, '( b 
giving ſuch reaſons before rhe paſting of their ſenrence ) 
make it manifeſt , thar what they doe isnot proarbriratu , vel 
wperis onely , but upon grounds of real0Nowm- 


"me: 7 


Iris tongue ,-. neceſlity requires , that when they be found 1n 
the Low-lands, they be transported ro the High»lands: pro- 
viding their condition be not made worſe , bur rather berter 
by their tranſporration. 
nf V1L-Io the point of voluntary transportation,ng Miniſter 
JF fhal cranſa@ and agree with any Pariſh , to be transſported 
#f hereto , -without a full hearing ofhiw, and his Farith,, be- 
. OL 6 S643 10% | : 
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' V1, Becauſe there isſuch ſcarcity of Miniſters having the 
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Fic che Presbyterie ro which he belongs in his prefent 


Ccbarge . or {uperiour Kirk ;udicatories , 1f need ſhall be. , 
V HI. theplanting of vacant Kirks, isnet to be tyeda' ÞÞ nc 


any (ether Vaniſters, or ExpeQtants) withina Preſbytetie: 

| but a free election is tobe; according te the order of out | A 
fe Kirk , and Lawes © Kingiome, | | | 

IX, i hechief BurghOof the Kingdome are ro be defired 

totraine up voung men of excellent ſptrits for the mini'tery, | ec 

according totheir power , as wag r2commended ro Edi ps 

© 7 Which courſe wil in time {God willing ) prevent many 'Þ} e 

GG  Fganſplintations, | | a 

E. -1> LM | d/ 
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The Overtures under « written anent the 
Scholes being likewtſe read in audience of the Aſembly, || ,, 
theyrecommend the particular 5 therem mentioned, anem |} 0 

the providing of the maint'nance for School - maſters. th | 

the Parliament: And crdaine the reft to be ſent tothy || | 

£: Syneds, to be conſidered by them , and they.to report : 

/ -  ” their judgements thereof to the next Gene» | 1 
ira] Aſembly, as ſaid #. F 


TT Very Pariſh would havea Reader and a Schoole ,whew | 2 
| Children arcto be bred, in reading , writing, and f| x 
| grounds of Religion , according; to the laudable'Ats, both 
- of Kikand Parli:ment , made before. . 4". © hs '* 
-* And where Grammar Schooles may be had, as in || 
KK - Burghs., and other conſiderable places, ( among which 'ab | 1 
LA Seals Presbyterial are to bc.repured ): that they be erectedy F 1 
I and held hand'ro. | | $9, 
' TI. Anent theſe Schooles, every Miniſter with lis El-- 
ders, ſhill give accompr to the Presbyreries at ragyuicaciol 
3 ofthe Kirk: The Presbytertesare to make report to'rhe'Sy« 
7 node, and the Synode ro the General As'embly; rhat Schools 
are planted , asaboye ſaid > andhow they are provided with 
nen and means. : | EY 
* JIE And becauſe this hath begn moſt pegjothectn the 
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e Aſſembly , 1642. ig5. 
High-lands; Ilands, and borders: Therefore the Miniſters 
of every Pariſh are ro inſtrutt by their Commisfioners,to che 
next General Aſſembly , that this courſe 1s begun betwixy 
and chen * and they are further to certifie from one General 
Asſembly to anothe:, whether this courſe is continued with 
out omis{ion; or not. 'n 

[ V. And becauſethe means hitherfo named or-appoint= 
ed for Schooles offall ſorts, harh been both little, and ill 

yed , Therefore , beſide former appointments, ( the ex- 
ecution whereof 15 humbly deſired, and to te petitioned for 
at the hands of His Majeſtie and the Parliament) the Asſeme 
bly would further ſupplicate chis Parliament that they (in 


- their wiſdome ) would finds gut how meancs ſhal! be had 


for ſo goodan uſe , eſpecially thar the Children of poore 
men, {being very capable of learning, and of good engines, 
may be trained up, according as the exigence and necesfity 
of every place ſhall require. And that the Commitllioners , 
who ſhall be named by rnis Asſembly , ro waic upon the Par- 
liam?nc+ may be appeinted to repreſent this tohis Majeſtie, 
and the Parliament, ſeeing His ſacred Majeltie , by hus gra- 
cious L*rter hath pur us in hop? hereof /wherewith we have 
been much refreſhed. : 

V. The As\embly would ſupplicate the Parliamenr- that 
for youths of the fineſt and belt ſpirirs of the High-lands , 
and borders , maintenance may be allotred ( as to Burſarsy 
to be br:d in Univerſities, 

VI. For the time and manner of viſitarion of Schoolesy 
and contriving the beſt and moſt compendious and orderly 
courſe of teaching Grammar » wz humbly defire the Aslem- 
bly to appointa Commurtee for chat effet, who may report 
their diligence to the next General Asſembly. 

The Overtures and Articles above-written being reported to this 

emily , after reading and ſerious conſideration thereof, 

the Aſſembly approves the ſame, and ordaines them to have 
tbe flrength of an AF andordmance of Aſſembly , in all 
time - commp. 
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Att anent comrary Oathts, 


FT Be Generall Aſſembly finding the inconvenience of 
, contrary Oathsin trying of Aduicerics, Fornicationg, 
Stamdals and ather faults and ankhnaninits, dotherefore for eviting there 
4 of, diſcharge Syr(0ds , Presbyteries and Seflions , to take 

| Oath of both: parties in 2ll time hereafter, Recommendin 
| ro them in the mean timeall other order and wayes of _ 
uſe in ſuch caſes: And that there may be a common order 
and courſe Kept in this Kiuk of crying of publike ſcandals, 
_ The Aſſembly ordains the Presbyteries to adviſe upon ſome 
common order hereintill, and £o7eport their judgements ta 

the next Aſſembly, | 


ee ee en de. 
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Overtures anent Family Exerciſes, Catechix 
fing » keeping of Synods and Presbyteries , and rejtraing 
" of Aaulteries, Witch-crafts, and other 
n groſſe ſins. 


The Committee ſupplicates the Aſſembly , 


I, O urge rhe ſeverail Synods and Presbyteries , eſp& 

* & cially thele of the North, that Family Exerciſe jn 
Religion , viſitation of che Churches, Catechiſing, keeping 
of the Presbyreriall and Provincizll meetings ( both by Pres 
aching and Ruling E1lers ) be more carefully obſerved. *' 
*L1, Thar the Clerk ar leaft ſubſcribe every Book before it. 
come to the Aﬀembly and thar every Attbe noted on tlie 
-Margent , foradirectory of expedition, _ ©7401 

FI, ThartheAflembly would ſeriouſly ſtudie by all mea- 
nes and waycs how taprocure the Magiftrates concurrence 
to Curb and puniſh theſe notorious vices which abound in the 
Land, eſpecially in the Northern parts, __ 


The Aſſembly ap} roves the Overtures foreſaids, andordains rhem 
' tobe obſerved : and for the laſts the Aſſemb!) os ny 


» io, 


F fionally mer at Edinburg the 31. day of May lait by-paſt, had 
* receiveda very- gracious Anſwer, There was another Pett» 


 companied with any one Miniſter to the Lords of Privie 
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the readineſie of the Fudge Ordmar toreſtram and punich theſe 
faults , Do therefore ordam all Presbyteries to grove up to the 
Fuſtice , the names of the Adulterers , inceſtuous perſons , 

Witches and \orcerers and others guulty of ſuch groſie and fear- 1 7 
fullſinswiuthin therr bounds that th:'y may be linevfied \ and Prochffhc. 
Funiched according to the Laws of this Kingdom ;, and that the | 
Presbyteries and $ynods be carefull berem , as they will anſwer 

to the Generall Aſiemblies, </ind becauſe that Witch craft , 
Charming , and ſuch 11k*, jroceeds man» twmes from 1gnorance 
Therefore the Aſſembly ordams all Miniſters , eſpecially m theſe 

parts where theſe ſins are frequent , to be diligently Preaching ; 

= , and conferring , ts mform thear people there- 

mill, F 
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Seſl. 11. 5. Aug. 164- 


AT againſt Petitions , Declarations , & ſuchlike int 
name of Miniſters, without their knows 
ledge andcon-ſent 5. 


T He Generall Aflembly being informed, that after the Pes 
' tition preſented to the Lords of His Majeſties Privie 
Councell by the Noblemen Burgeſles , and Miniſters , oceas - 


tion given 1nto their Lordſhips upon the day of Tune 
laſt, entituled, The Petition of the Nabilitie, Gentrie, Bur- 
rows, Meniſters, and Commons : whictas it was not aG+ 


CounceN, ſo all the Miniſters of this Afſembly , diiclaimes 
and diſayoweth any knowledge thereof, or acceſlionthereto 
And the Aſſembly conceiving that the Kings Majeſtie Him- 
ſelf, andall the Courts and Judicatories of this Kingdome , | 
may be qytiae and abuſed , and the Kirk in Generall , and dlafdec 
Miniſters in particular injured and prejudged by the like | | 
prattiſes hereafter, Do therefore prohibite and diſcharge 
all and eyery one to pretend or = the name of Miniſters to 

| 5 any 
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any Petition , Declaration , or ſuchlike at any time hereaf. 

xer , withoyt their knowledge conſent and affiſtance : And. 

If any ſhal doe the contrary , ordaines Pre5byceries and- 7 
: Provinciall Afemblies ro proceed againſt th:m with the Þ* 

highelt eenkuces of the Kirk. 


Seſl. xi. $5. Aug. 1642. 4 
AG anens'the Aﬀemblies deſires ts the Lords of [6 
Counſell, and Conſervator s of Peace. - 


He Afembly being moſt deſirous to uſ2 all , and ro omit : 
no lawful meane or occaſion to teſtifie their 7cale by dee 4 


ling wich God and man, for furtherance of thei: d:fir-s of } « 
Unity in Religion and uniformity of Kirk-goy?rnm 14, 
And conſidering the great neceſlity , that the Kirk and Sas c 
contribute joyntly their beſt endeavours to this happy end: 
Therefore enjoynes the Moderator , and the commilioners 
from the Aſſembly ,-to ſupplicare with all ea:neſtn. iſ: and 
xeſpeft, the Lords of his M:j:ſties Honourable Privie 
Councel, and likewiſe the Commiſſioners appointed hy” 
HisM:jeſtic, and the Parliament, for conſervation of rhe; 
Peace, that they may be pleaſed ro concur with th? Kirk 11” 
the like defires ro His Myefty and the Parliament of Englandy 
and in the like direCtions ro the Commislioners of this Kings 
dome, at Londen forthe time, that by all posfible means, 
- Civill, ond Ecclefiaſtick , rhis bleſſed Worke may be ad» 
wanced , anda happy ſettling betwixt His Majeftie and Hig/. 
Parliament , may be endeavoured , and the common Peace, 
berwixc the Kingdomes continued and ſtrengrhened, "4 
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Se. x1, Aug. 5. 164%. 
The A femblies hum'le defire to the K ings CMaſtie for 


the Signator of 500. Sterli ng « and recommenda= 
tion thereof to the Kings Commiſſioner. 


THe Generall Asembly having received the Report of 

the proceedingsof the Commiſſioners of the late As- 
ſembly » and ſpecially :hat His Majeſty was graciouſly plea 
ſed , upon thetr humble Pecition , ſolemuly ro promile and 
declare under his Royall hand » his pious reſolution and de- 
dication of 500, 1. ſterling , out of the readicſt of his Rents 
and revenues , to be imployed yearly on ptiblike necesſary 
and pious uſes of rhe Kirk , at the ſighr of rhe Generall Ag- 
ſemily , as his Majeftie zracious anſwer of the 3, of Fanuary » 
x642. regiſtrate in their books at His Myjeſties own defire, 
for their further asſurance of his Majelties pions zeale , doth 
more fully proport. Likeas being informed that His Maje- 
ſie was gratiouſly pleaſed toſigne and ſend down to theKirk 
the Signator of rhe ſaid 5 00. 1. yearly ta have paſt the Ex- 
chequer , albcic the ſamine 1s not as yer deliyered ; And 
con m_—_ His Majeſties pious direftions to them by his 
Majeſties Letter to plant and viſit the urmoſt skirrs and bor» 
ders of the Kingdome , as moſt necesſary: for the glory of 
God, the good of rheKicrk, and His Majeſties honour, 
and ſervice, which is only ſtopped by the want of charges 
for publike viſitations , And withall co remonſtrate ro His 
Majeſtie by His Commiſſioner , their juſt and necesfary 
deſires for what may further ſerve ro the good of Religion, 


| whereurro His M:jeſties Commiſſioner promiſed his beſt eti- 


deavours and asfiltance, Theretore the Asſembly doth 
moſt carneſtly recommend to Wis Majeſties Commrsſioner 
to repreſent to His Majeſtic, ' with bis beſt asfiſtance , the 
humble and necesſ/ary deſires of the whole Asſembly , that 

Majeftie will be graciouſly pleaſed tro command tht 
vignator\,” already figned by His Royall hand ( or ro figne 
motherof the famine renor , whereof vr mar the juſt 


foub1e to his MajCommisfiquer for that e ar 
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. this Kingdom , and delivered ro the Commisfioners 
this Aſſembly, whoare to fit at Edmburgh , or to the Procy 
rator of che Kirk, whereby his Majeſtic ſhall more and may 
oblige this whole Kirk to pray for ablesfiing from Heave 
upon His Royal Perſon and Government. 


ww 


; Sefl. 11, 5. Aug. 1642. 


The Aſſemblies Letter to the Commiſſioners of this 
King dom at Loadon- | 


Ryght Honourable , 


E have received your Lordſhips Letter , with the De- 

claration of the Parliamenc of England , and have fe 
this Noble bearer to H1s Majeſty with our humble Supplieef} 
tion-,. and to your Lordfhips with our Anſwer .. earneltly 
deſving Unity of Religion , and Uniformity of Kirk - gþ 
vernment, to be preſented by your Lorcſhips ; and 
Noble bearer to the Honourable Houſes of Parliament. Yow 
Lordſhips will perceive by the incioſed Copies, andh 
out deſires to, His Majefties honourable Privie Councela 
Commaisſioners for the conſervation of the Peace, to joyi 
their belt endeavours. with his Majeltie and the Parliament 
and .cheir,dire&tions to your Lordſhips , by our leaving 
Commiſſion behinde us, to concur with them in all Eccls 
fiaſtick wayes, and by oar appointing publike Prayers, 
a ſolemn Fait through this Kirk , for the furtherance of th 
great work of Reformation, and continuance of-the cot 
mon Peace, that this Unity in Religion and uniformity @ 
Kirk-governments the chiefeſt of ovr defires , prayers a 
cares: Where unto as we have been encouraged by theifaithſ 
labors of the Commuſſioners .of this Kingdom 1n the L 
Treaty , and continued and renewed by your LordſhipgiF- « 
{o weareafſured , that your Loxdſhips will omit no lawiWliy: 
mean , argument , -or occaſion of ſeconding the ſame the G 
Andadvertifing our Commisſioners, at Edmburgh , whereil 


S RY. * 3 Q "47 : 
Aeſſmbly, T6421. I14t 


"Jl therance of the Work, which tends ſo much tothe glory of 

*Y God advancement of Chrifts Kingdom, increaſe of the hon» 

T our and happineſſe of our Soveraiyn, and the peace and wel- 

fare of theſe Kingdoms, whereby your Lordsſhips will oblige 

this Kirk moreand more to gap for a bleſſing on yonr pery 
ſons and travels , and to reſt, A or 


s. Andrews 5. Aug. Yours in the Lord | 
1642. The Commisfioners of the General | Aſiembly. 
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A Letter from ſome Miniſters of England. 


Reverend and wel. beloved m our Lord and Saviour.” 


E received with much joy and f(arisfaction. the Anſwer 
which yourGeneralAflembly vouchſaf-d ns ro ourLer- 
ters of the laſt yeer. Some of us in the name of our Brethren, 
thought it then fit by Mr. Alexander Kenderſon ( a Brother 
ſojulily approved by you , and honoured by us ) toreturg 
our deſerved thanks. And we now further think it equal 
upon this occcaſion, to make a more publike acknowled=- 
gement of ſuch a publike favour. You were then pleaſed te 
- give us fair grounds » to expe that brotherly advice and 
ndeavours, which the common cauſe of Chriſt,and the mu« 
*tnal intereſt of the united Nations; command us now again 
toask » if not tockhalenge. We doubrnot but your expee 
"I rience, together wich your intelligence , abundantly in 
=*2 formes you of our condition, what various adminiſtrations 
by of providence we have paſſed through and we ſtill lye 
"7 berwixt hopesand feares, afit temper for working; the 
«IJ: God of all grace enable us toimproveit. As our hopesare 
”not ſuch as may make us fear» ſo neither doe our Feares pre 
vail, to the caſting away our confidence, Your own late cot 
+dition, together with rhis Declaration of ours preſents may 
| * acquaint you with the certain, thou gh ſubril, authors &;f 
7 mentors of theſe our confuſed conflicts: which we cogeerye 
"7 ro be the Hierachical faction, who have no wayw "= 4 
' fery,bur through the trouble & danger of others. Our piayeas x 
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and endeavours , according to our meaſure , have been aid. 
ſhall be for the ſupplancing and rooting up whatſoever we 


finde 6 prejudicial to the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdome 
of Chriit , and the peace of oar >overaigne- And that this 
Declaration of our ſelves may-nor leave you unſartisficd , we 
think it neceſſary further ro'exprefle , . Thar the defire of the 
molt godly and coniid:rable part amongſt us, is, That the 
Presbyrerian Government, which hath juſt and evidethy 
Foundarion both inche .Y ord of God, and religious teaſon, 


Int:1mation ) We may agrce in one confesfion of &2A1th , one 
directoric of Worſhip , one publike Carechiſme and form 
of Governement : Which things, if ihey were accomplis 
ſhed , ve ſhould mu h rejoyce in our happy ſubjection tg 
Chriit our Head , ard our deſired aflociation with you our 
beloved br-thren. For the better effecting whereof, we 
thoughcit neceſiary, not only ro acquaint you with whar 
our deſ1tes are 1ntaemſelves , but likewiſe ro you ,"thar is 
Tbat what %ay ſhall ſeem mof fic to the wiledom of that 
grave and religious Aflembly; may be taken for the furthers 
ance of our indeavours in this kind. We underitand rhar 
our Parliamenc harh been before hand with us in this 1nrims 
tion, and 1tcannot but be our duty , whoare ſo much cons 


cerned in che buſineneſſe, to adde what po4er the Lord hath 


givenus with you to he {ame purpoſe, This deſtgne and 
delire of ours hath enemies on the Lefc-hand ; and.diſſens 
eing brethren on the Righr ; bur we doubt tor, char as our 
hearts jultifie us that our intentions are right, and ſuCh as 
we conceive tend moſt to the glory of God » and the peace 


of the Chu: chesofthe Saines 3 1a (by your brocherly cons 


Currence 11 the molt fpeedy and effectuall way you can. find: 
out ) the Work will ig Gods due, time receive 2 prayed for, 
hoped for is/u2 We ſhall not ne:dby many arguments 
from mutual! Nationall jn:ereſt ( though we know you will 
nor overlook them ) to inforce this requet , rhe hrme 
bong wherewiti we are all unicedin 6ur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
we're as{ured will alone engage your faichſu]l en:\eavonrs 
ih this bulinesſe. To him we commic you , with theſe 


greac and important aftajrs you haye ia hand; Be pleaſed roo 
accepy 
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accept of theſeas the expresfion of the mindes of our many 
godly 2nd fairhfull Brethren , whoſe hearts we doubr not 
of . neither need you , though their hands in regard of the 
ſuddennesſe of this opportuniry could not be ſubicribed to- 
gether with cours, whoare. : 

London , 22+ fuh Your moſt afſeAionate Friends and 
1642s ; Brethren m the wotk of the Lords \ 


\ 


—_ 


Anſwer to the e Miniſters Letter. 


Right Reverend and beloved in the Lord Feſus. 


Y our Anſwer to the Declaration ſent uuto us from the 
honourable Houſes of Parliament, ye may perceive thar 
your Le'ter which came into our hands \o ſeaſonably , was 
not only acceptable untous , but hath alſo encouraged us to 
renew both ro the Kings Majeſtie and the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment , The deſires of the late Commisſioners of this King- 
dome for Unity in Religion , 1n the four particulars rememe 
bred by you, we cannot be ignorant but the oppoſition from 
Satan and worldly menin Kirk and Policy , will ſtill be yvee 
hement as it hath heen aiready , But we are confident 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , that the prayers and indea= 
vours of the godly in both Kingdoms , will bring the wogk 
toa wiſhed , and blefled Iffye, . This whole national Kirk 
is ſo much concerned in that Reformation and Unity of Re- 
ligion in both Kingdomes , that without1t we cannet hope 
for any long time ro enjoy our puritie and peace , which 
hath coſt us ſo dears and is now-our chi-feſt comfore and 
eateft treaſure: Which one cauſe ( beſide the Honour of 
od, and the happiueſle of the People of God in that Kinge 
dome s more defired -of us then Our lives ). is more them 
fufficient tomove us, To contribure all chat 1s in our: 
for bringing itto paſſe. And/incc we have withſo ji 


; berty madeour defires and hopes known both to King and 


$ make mention of the Lord, EE cl = Wanypen! =o 


Pathamenr, it is a duery incombent both to you and us, who 


= 
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Walls of feruſalem, never more to keep filence nor to hal 
' our peace day,no7 night , tillthe Righteouſneſle of Sion ga4 
forth as brighrneſſe , and che ſalyation thereofas alamp that 
burneth. Andaif it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to move the he 
of King and Parliament, ro hearken untothe motion, for 
which end we have reſolved rokeep a folemne Faſt and Hys 
miliarion in all.che Kirks of this{Kingdome , the mean 
which we have pevailed intimes paſt, we with that the Work | 
may be begun with ſpeed , and proſecuted with diligence 
by the join. labours of ſome Pivines in both Kiugdoms, 
who mz prepare the ſame forthe view and examination of 
a more fiequent Eccleſiaſtick meeting of the beſt affeCted to 
Reformarion there, and of the Commisfioners of the Gene 
ral Aflembly here , that1n end it may have the approbarion | | 
of the Generall Aflembly here , and of all the Kirks there; 
in the beſt way that may be,we with & hope at laſt ina natio- 
nall Aſſembly ; Our Commiſſioners ar Edinburgh , ſhall in 
our name receive and returne anſwers for promoving ſo 
great a Work , which we with our heart and onr ſouk & » 
recommend to the bleſſing of God , we continue , 


Your loving brethren an 
fellow- labourers, d 


pee EEG 


AF for the Lord Maitlands preſenting the 
Aſſemblies Supplication to Hus CMajeſtie, and for 
going to the Commiſſioners at London , with 

the Anſwer tothe Parliament of 


Englands Declaration. 


He General Aſſembly conſidering the neceffiry of ſends. 

ing ſome perſon of good worrh&quality for to preſent 

their humble Supplication ro His Majeſtie , and ro deliver: 
their direftions ro the Commiſhoners of this Kingdom: 
no'Y at Londen, wich their Declaration to cheParliancne 
England, and Anſwer to ſome wel-affected Miniſters of that } 
Katk : And havin certain knowledge of the worth ability: 
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_ and faithfulneſlſe of Fobn Lord Maitland , one of their num- 
ber, who being winefſe t0all therr1yrentionsand proceed- 


'' ings , can beſt relate their trve loya!tie and reſpeCt ro theig 


$overaign » ard brotherly afie&ion to the Kirk and King= 
dom of England tnerein ; Therefore do unanjmouſly require 
bis Lordſhips pains , by repairing to Court and ro. London 
for the premiſes , which hereby they commit to this dili- 
gence and fidelity, willing his Lorcſhip ro make accounc of 
his proceed!1:gs herein to their Commiliione:s appointed ra 
fic at Edinburgh. 


EEE 


— 


Sel. 8. 5. Auguſt. poſt meridiem: 
Commiſſion for publike affairs of this Kirk, and for prox 
ſecuting the deſires of this B fembly to His 
 CHajeſtie, anil the Parliament 
of England. 


He General Aſſembly confidering the laudable cuſtotrts 

3 gf rhis Ki:k for ro apvoint ſome Commilſlioners 1n the 

Interim berwixc Aſſemblies,for preſenting of Oertures and 

proſecuting the other deſires of the Kirk ro His Maj eſtie,the 

Lords of His Councell, and the Eſtates of Parliament; And 

taking ro their conſideration the preſent condition of the 
Kirk of England , with the Declaration thereof ſent dowre , 


from theParliament , «nd {ome recetved Brethren of the Mi=i fav ron *. 


niſtery there, with their own Anfwer r&the Parliament and 
Miniſtery , and their bumble Supplication to His Majeſtie 
for Unity. of Kehigion and Uniformity of Kirk-govern= 
ment, And withill remembring their deſires roche How 
nourable Lords'of His Majeſtics ſecrer Councell , and ra 


the Commiſſioners appoint2d by the King and Parliament, 
for conſerration of the common Peace , Thar they would 


joyn their concourſe in their defires to His Mjeſtie and 


arliazggznr, ard directions to the Commiſſioners of this 
Kingdom at London for the time. And likewi'e conſidering 
their good hopes from Gods gracious faveur re this Ifland , 
that by his good providence he will in his own way and time 
ſercke this great \ prk through . bis whole Ie ; Andthatic 
: 33 
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is both our earneſt deſire and Chriſtian ciuty to uſe all Jaw- 
Full means and Eeclefiaſtick wayes for fur herance of {6 
greata Work, continvance of the common peace berwixt 
theſe nations, and keeving a brotherly correſpondence 
berwixt theſe Kirks, Ther fore the Aſſembly thinks 1tne« 
ceſlary before their diſſolying , to appoint , and ty theſe 
Preſents do nominate and appoint, Maſters. Andrew PR m- 
ſay, Alex. Henderſon , Robert Dowplas , William Colwill Wile 
liam Bennet Mn ſters at Rdin'urgh Mr, William Arthur Mt- 
n'ite” at $e. Cuthbert, My Fames Robertſon , Fo n Logan, R6- 
bert Livhton , Commiſſioners from Dalkerth o rh: At embly; 
Malters, Andrew Blackhall , 7ames Fleemang » Robert Ker, 
Commiſſioners fror Hadingtoun to * 121+ Atemhly: ſvialters, 
George Hamilton , Robert. - la . *rthur Mortoun . David Dat- 
gl-5h, andrew Bennet , W. lter Greg , Tobn Moncreff, Fohn 
Smith , George Gilleſpie , John Row , Joim Duncan , Walter 
Bruce, Com mutiion+rs for the Presbyreries w:it*1': rhe Pro- 


vince of Fyffe : Mr. David Calderwood Miniſter at Pencait'and, } 


Mr. John Adamſon Pruie:pall of the Colledge of FE dinbnrgb , 
Ar. obn Strang Principal] of the Coll-dge of Glaſgow . Mr. 
David Dikſ-9a, Mr. James Bonar . Nr. tobert Bailie , My Jobn 
. Bell ,  r Robert Ramſay, Vr George Young , My. Henry Gu- 
thrie, \r. Samuel Ouſtein , Nr. |opn Rabertſon Miniiter at 
F. Fobnſtoun, M 'obn Robertſon Minitter at Dundie M JobnHums 
Vini'tcr ar t chills z, Mr Andrew Cant. Mr William Gmld, Mr. 
,amuel * uther furds Vir. James . artin, M, Alexander Monroe 'Me+ 
overt wrray, *Mr jobn Maclellen. Andrew Doncanfon , 
vir. Sulveſter Lambie , N'y Gilbert Roſs . Nitoſters : Mar- 
queſic of Argzle, & irles of Lauderdaile , Glencarne, Kinghorney 
Folintoun Weemes , Caſſils : Lords Gordoun, Maitland, 
Ralcarras . Si! Patrick Hepburne of Wauchtoun . Sir David 
Hum” of Wedderburne . Sir David Creightoun of Lugtoun vir 
David Barclay '' Cullearnie, John Henderſon of Fordell Mr. 
George Winrame Of Libertoun , +1: Robert Drummond , >ir ls 
tm Carniichaell, John Binnie , * homas Paterſon lobn Sempill, 
Tohn Kennedy of Air, (on ! eflie frew Aberd:ene , William 


G! ndmning Proveit of Kirkubrigh , John Celzear , Ruling, - 


Elders, with the concurie of he Proc urato! of the Kirk t: 


and grants $0 them tull Power and Commiſion. in. this, 


interim 


, 


. k. -  - 
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meim , betwixt and henexr Afembly , forto meet and 
conveen at Edinburgh upon the 17. day ofthis moneth of 
Auguſt , and upon any other day , orin any other place, as 
th<y ſhail think convenient: And being merand conveened, 
or any lifreen of them, there being alwayes rwelve Mint« 
ſters preſent: With full power for to conſider and per- 
forme what t1ey finde neccary for the Miniſterie , by pre= 
ach1ng , ſupplicating , prepairing of draughts of one Con- 
tetiton > one Cathechiſme , one direfory of publike Wor= 
ſip ( which arealwayes to be reviſed by the next Generall 
Allembly ) and by all other lawtull & Ecclefiaſtick wayes , 
for furth<1ance of this grear Work in the Union of this 
Iand'in Religion and Kirk - government , and for continu- 
ance of our own peace athome , and of the common peace 
berw1ixt the Nations » aac keeping of good corre!{pondence 
betv1xt the Kirks of this Jland, Like asif it ſhall pleaſe 


4 God roblefle the prayers and endeavours of his Saints for 


this bleſied Union, and thatif either the Lords of Coun- 
cell, or Commiſſioners for the Peace ſhall require their 
concur(e at home or abroad , by ſending Commiſſioners 
wi:h theirs ro His Majeſty and Parliament for that effect , 
or that they themſelves ſhall finde it necesſary 3 The As 
ſembly grancs fuMl power to them , not only roconcurreby 
all lawfull and Ecclefiaſftick wayes , with the Councell 
and Conſerv:rors of the Peace at home; bur alſo to ſend 
lome ro preſent and proſecute their defires and humble 
advice to His Majeity and the Parliament , and the Mini- 
ſterte rhere, forthe furthering and perfecting of (0 good 
and pgreata Worke. Like as, with power to rhem to pro 
moverhieir other defires , overtures and recommendations 
of this Asſembly , ro the Kings Majeſtie, Lords of Coun- 
cell, Scſlion , Exchequer, and Commiſſioners of Parhas 
ment, forplantation of Kirks, for common burdens , of 
conlervation of the common peace , and to the Parhament 
of this Kingdom, incale it fall out pro re nate before the 


next Asſembly- And ſuch like, . with as tyll power to 
them to proceed, rreatand determine in any other matters 


to be committed to them by this Asſembly , asif theſamine 
VF: hergip particularly infert, and with as ample power.co 
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proceede in the matters particularly or generally aboyez 
mentioned, asany Commiſſioners of Geneaall Asſcrrblieg 
hayc had , and have been 1n uſe of before :. They bejn 
alwayes comprable to, and cenſurable by the nexr Gener 
Asſembly, for theirproceedings rthereanent, 


Sel. 13. 6. Fug. 164. 
eA Petition from ſome diſtreſſed Profeſſors 


ix Ireland. 


To the reverend and right Honourable the 
 eModerator and remanent members 
of the General Aſſembly of 
Scotland , conveened at S. 
Andrews, July 164%. 


The bumble Pctition of the moſt part of the Scottizh 
Nation in the North of Ire/and, in their own 
names, and in name of the reſt of the 
Pr oteftants there. 


Humbly sbeweth , 


T Hat where your Petitioners , bythe great bleſling of the 

Lord , enjoyed for a little while a peaceable and fruit 
full Miniſterie of the Goſpel , yet through our own abuſe of 
ſo rich amercy , and through the ryrannie of the Prelates, 
we have been along time ſpoiled of our Miniſters ( a yoke 
co many of us heavier then death ) who being chaſed into 
Scotland , were not altogether un-ulefull in the day of your 
need; And w? haviog been fince oppresſed and ſcarrered, 
as ſheep who have no ſhepherd , now art laſt the wiſe and 
righreous agnd of the Lord the ſword of the Rebels, 
bath bereft uFof our friends, an@{poiled us of our goods,;& 
letrus buta few , and thata poor handtull of many ,' and 
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hath chaſed from us the reſt that were called our Minifters 3 : 
: the greateſt part whereof we emlaalt ſcarce eſteem ſuch as LY, 
being rather Ofcersto pur the Prelafs InjunRions in exe= h 
cution » then feeders of our ſouls : Sorthat now being vi- 
ſired with ſword and ficknefſe, and under fome apprchen- 
fion of famine, if witha!lwe ſhall raſte of the ſoreft of all 
lagues , to be altogerher deprived of rhe Miniftery of the 
Word , we ſhall become in ſo much a worie condition 
then any Pagans , as that once we en'oyed a better : Nei- 
ther know we what hand to turn-us to for help , bur rothe 
Land 'o far obliged by the Lords late rare mercies, andio 
tar enri- hed to furnith heip of rhar kiade's 2 Land whence 
many of us d1ewour blood and brezrh 2nd where: { pardon 
the neceflary boldnef{e)fome of &irown M:nifters noware, 
who were foytol?ntly plucked from us » fo fore2zainft both 
their own and our wills; yea, the Land chat ſo renderly 
in their boſloms received aur poor out-cafts, and that hath 
already {cur us ſorich a {upply ofable and profperous Soul-+ 
giers torevenge our wrong. T 
Therefore , although we know that: your zeale and bro- 
therly aftechon would urze-you torake nonce withour our 
advertifemenr , yer gives leavein the bawels of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. rointreat, ifrhere be any conſolation in Chriſt, 
ifany comtorrt of love, if any feilowſhip of the ſpirit, if any 
bowels of mercy, that now 1n this nick of ttme , wien-the 
ſword of the Enemie making way for amore profitable en- 
tertaining the Gotpel, having alio banithed rhe Prelates, and 
their followers , when: our extremity of ,diſtrefte , and the 
fir hopes of ſpeedy (ertling, of peace, hath opened ſo faira 
doore to the Goſpel, you would rake the cauſe of your youn- 
ger filter, that hath no brefts, ro your ſerious confideration, 
and pity poore Macedonians Crying to you.that ye would come 
overand helpas, being rhe fervants of rhe God of your Fa» 
thers; and claiming intereſt with you tt a common Coye- 
nant , 'tharaccording tothe good hand of God upon us, ye 
may ſend us Miniſters for the honſe of our God. We dos 
nor rake upon us to preſcribe: to you the way or the number , 
bur in the view of all , the finger of the Lord points arrheſe , 
yhom thongh perſpcnrion el the Frelazs drape lypp us 4 yer 
” DS 
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Our intereſt in them could not be taken away-, wherein we 


Truſt in regard of f{everall.of them , called home by dearh,.. 


your bounty will ſuper-adde {ome aþle men of your own 
that may help tolay the foundation of Gods houſe, accord- 
ing tothe Pattern. But for theſe ſo unjuſtly reft from us , 
not only our neceility , butequry pleads , that either yau' 
would ſend-tdzm all over, which were a Work ro be paral- 
Iclled ro the gloriesof the Primitive tim?s, orat leaſt that 
ye would deciar2 them travſporrable,. that when Jnvitators 
ſhall be ient_ roany of them, wherein they may diſcerne 4 
call from God, there mey be no difliculrie in their looſing 
from thence, bur they. may come back ro perfe& what they 
began, and may ger praiſe and fame'in the Land, where 
they were pur cofhame. Neither .are you to queſtion your 
power over us{oro doe, or crave a preſident of your own 
prachiſe in that kind , for our extraordinary need calling on 
you , furniſnerth you with a power to mike this a preſident 
for the ke caſes hereafter : herein if vou ſhall lay afide the 
particular concernment of ſome few places, which you may 
eatily out of your rich Nurſeries pl:nt agzin , 2nd make uſe 
of your publike ſpirits, which are not ſpent, bur increaſes 
by your ſo many noble deſfignes ; -you ſhall leayeupon us and 
our poſteririe-rhe ſtamp of an obligation that cannot be de- 
lete , or that cannot be expresled 3 you ſhall ſend to ail the 
neighbouting Churches a pattern , and erect for:aftes-ages a 
mogumient of ielf- denying tender zeale ; you ſhall disbury 
den the Land of the many ourcafts;/ who wilt tollow overs 
their Miniſters.3--and. you. ſhall -make it appear; that the 
churliſh bounty of the Prelats, -which at tuſt }calt fome of 
theſe men over tous, is not comparable witi the cheerful ltr 
-beralitie ofa r1ghrly conftirate General: Aﬀembly, ro whom 
we are perſwaded ,::the Lord wall give (eed- for the loane 
which you beftow: on the Lord 3: yeas, the dayi may:came, 
when a Genera] Aﬀembly in this Land may returne 10 you 
the firſt fruirs of thanks , for the:vlants- of your tree gifts 
Andalthongh you were ſcanrof fur niture of this kinde your 
ſelves, or mightapprehend more neeq then formerly yet 
doubtlefle, your bowels of compaſſion would maakg.your 
deep povertic eyen-in a greattryal of ailligtion , abound. 
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the riches of your lib-:ulitie » Bur now ſeeing you 2bound 
in all things, and have formerly given ſo ample a proof of 
you: large beitowing on Churches abroad in Germame and 
Frenze knowing that you are nor wearied 1n vel] - dong g 
we confidently promiſe too'r ſelves in your name , thar ve 
will 1bound in thi: grace alſo, fellowing the example of 
our Lord and the Primitive Churches , who alwaves 'ent 
our Di'ciples in paires. Bur if herein our hopes ſhall faile 
us, we ſha!l not know whether ro wiſh thatwe had died 
with ou” Brethren by the Fnemies h-2nd; for we ſhall beas 
if it were ſaid unto us , Gue ſerve other Gods ; Yer looking for 
another kinde of Anſwer at your hands . forin this you are 
tous aSan Anzelof God, we hive ſenc the(e bearer: 1M 70:n 
Gordoun, and M HughCampbtell our Brethren, who mav more 
particularly in-forme you of our caſe , anddelire thatar thacir 
returne, they may refic ſh the bowe's of 


Your moſt inſtant and earneſt Supp/icants. 


— ——— 


Commiſſign to ſome Miniſters to go to 
Ireland , 


THe Afﬀembly having received a Petition , ſub{cribed by 
-* a conſiderable number in the North of Ireland , intimat- 
10g their deplorable condition , through waor of rhe Mini= 
ſterie of the Goſpel, occaſioned by the tyrannie of the Pre- 
lats , and the iword of the Rebels, and defiring ſome 
Miniſters, eſpecially ſuch as had been chaſed from them » 
by the perſecution of the Prelats, and ſome others tobe ad= 
ded, either tobe (ent preſently over to refide amongſt them, 
or declared tran(portable , that upon invitation from th:m 
they might goe and ſertle there ; rogerher with ſom? parti= 


cular Petitions , defiring the returne of ſome particular Mi- 


nilters , who had laboured there before : A!l which the 
Aſſembly hath taken to their ſerious conſideration , being 


\moſt heartily williug ro ſympathize with every member of 


Ciuiſts Body , although never ſo remore 3 much more with 
K 4 tha5 
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that Plantation there , which for the moſt part was a Branch 
of the Lords Vine, planted 1a this Land. In which follis 
Cirude , as they would be loath roufurpe without their awn 
Þounds or ſtretch thernielves b2yond rnewr ounmeature ; {@ 
they darc not be wanting. to the enlarg?m2nt of Chriſty 
Kingdome , where (o loud acry of to extreame necefli. 
Tte , could not but tirreup the bowels of Chriſtian compase 
hon. And/although they conceive? that rhe pre'ent unſer- 
led Condition bath of Church , and State » and Lands will 
not {yfcr them as yer to looſe any ro make conſtant abode 
there; yet thay have reſolved to ſend over [ome for the pre. 
ſent exigenetill the next Gen, Afﬀembly , by courſes to ſtay 
there four monerhs allanerly: And theretore doe hereby 
authorize end give Commiſiian tothe perſons totlowing , ta 
wit, M. Robert Blair, Viiniiierat S. Andrews, and M. Famee 
Hamilton , Niniter at Dumfreis for the firit four moneras: 
M. Robert Ramſay, Miniſter 1 Glaſgow , and 1. Fohn Mac'el. 
fani , Miniſter ar Kirkudbright , for the next four months: 
And to M. Robert Baillie , cr: of: flor ef i31viniciein the Unis 
verfitie of Glaſgaw , and M. John Leviſtoun, Miniſter of Stran- 
aire, forthe Jaſt four moneths: 'Vo repair intothe North 
of Ireland, and thete tovifit, Comfort , mnitruct and encou- 
Tage the ſcattered flocks of Chriſt , ro employ ro their urtery 
moſt with all faithfulneſſe and finglereitc of heart , in plant 
ting and watering» according to the diredtion of Jeſus 
Guhrift , and according tothe doctrine and diſcipline of rhis 
Church 1n all things , Andif need be ( with concurrence 
of ſuch of the Miniiters of rhe Army 2s are there) to try and 
ordain ſuch as ſhall be found qualined for the Miniſterte , 
Giviog charge unco the perſons for*!z1d in the fight of God, 
that in Doctrine, in Worſhip, in Þ:\:iphne, and in their 
dayly ebnverſation , they ftudis to approve themſelves as 
the Micifters of Jeſus Chriſt , and rar they be comptavle 
tothe General Aſſembly of this Kirk , inall things. Anain 
caſe if any of the above - mentioned Minilters b2 impeded by 
ſickneſs,or o.herwiſe necefforily detained from this ſervice, 
\ tne Aſſerably ordaines the Commiſſioners refiding at ILdms 
burgb , for the publike a%airs of the Church , ro nominate in 
their place well qualified men, who hereby are authorized 

| i 
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to undertake the foreſatd imployment, as if they had been 
expreflely nominarein the face of the Aſſembly. Andrhis, 
vn Þ although poftibly it ſhall nor fully ſatisfie the large expetawn 
ſa: Þ tion of the Brethren in Ireland, yer the Afemblyis confident 
ſts F they will rake in good part at this time, that which isjudged 
Iii- I moſt convenieat forth*ir preſent condition, even a lent mite 
Ss» | out of their own, not very great plenty , roſupply rhe pre 
t- || ſcat n2ceflicy; requiring of - cv no other recompence , bur 
lt thatthey inall cheerefulneſſe may embrace and make uſe of 
de | falvation , and promiſing to enlarge their.ind-bred bounty 
'& f atthe next Aſſembly» as they thall finde the Worke of-the 
ay f Lord there to require, In the meane while, wiſhing that 
Jy | thee wio azeſent, may come with the full tlefling of rhe 
te | Goſpel and peace, and recommending them, cheirlabours, 
xe | and theſe t whom they are ſent, to therich blefling of che 
S: | great Shepherd of the flock. - 


_ Fa 

F / | 54909 _ . 

Is 

w Sell. 13. 6. AugusSt 164. 

th AT again} ſlandering of CMiniſters, 

br | 

i: 3 *T" He General Afſembly conſiJering the malice of divers 

S Perſons in raifing calumnies and ſcandals againſt Mint- 

5 1 fters, whichisnor onely injurious totheir perſons, and diſ- 

t creditable rothe holy calliog of the Miniſterie, bur doth alſo * 


rove often a great prejudiceand hinderance.to the promovy= 
d ing of the Goſpel: Doe therefore ordain Presbyrteriesand 
? | Synods toproceed diligently in- procefie againft al perſons » 
» Þ chit ſhall reproach or ſcandal Miniſters, with the cenſures of 
Th th-Kirk, even rorhe higheſt, according as they ſhall finde 
5 thedegree or qu1lity of the ſcandal deſerve. 


gn 


i. 
— 2 _ 


— 
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AF anent ordering of the AſSembly Houſe. 


He Aſſembly for better order intime coming ordains 
the At of the Allembly ar Aberdene for o1dering the 
K 5 Houſe 


\ 
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Houſe of the Aſſembly to he kept hereafter punCtually, And I 
for that effect, that the ſamine be reade the firlt Sellion of the 


every Aſlembly. thr 
tg _ —,, {I fr\ 
me 


ATT for remembring in publike Prayers the | 
gefires of the Afembly to the King and Parliament, | ® 
and indiction of a publike Fatt. A 


He General Afſ-mbly being defirous to promove the 
great work of Unity in Religion , and Uniformity in 
Church - government, in all thir three Dominions , far 
which the Afſem»oly hach humbly ſupplicare th? Kings Mas R 
Eſtie , and remon"rate their deſires to the Parllament of 
England , leſt chey ſhould be wanting in any mean® that may 
Further ſo glorious and ſo good a work : Doe ordain » that 
nor only the ſaid Declaration to the Parliament , and ſup» 
plication to the Kings Myeſtie, ſhall be accompanied with Þ di 
the earneſt Peticions and prayers of the whole 5rithren in | © 
private and publike;, for L18 Lords blefMing thereunto , ac- Þ'* 
cording to the laudable.cuſtome of our predecefſors, who || - 
in the year of God 1589, ordaines thit the Brethren in their 
privare and publike prayers, recommend uuto God the eltaxe 
of the atilicted Church, of England: Bur havingjuſt caule of 
« fear, that the iniquities of tne Land , which lo much abs 
gunt , may marre this ſo.great a Work, doe allo ordains 
fol:mne Faſt to be ke”t'on the ſecond EL.ords Day of Sep 
. gember, ard th: Wedneſdav following throughout the whole 
Kingdoine for the caulesaftei ſpecihed; C 
I: Groffe ignorance and all fort of wickedneTe among the || # 
greater part , ſzcurity , meer formality a.d unfruittulneſſe 
-2moag the beit , and unathankfulneſle 1n all.» 

JI. The ſword raving throughout all Chriſtendome, but 
molt barbaroutly in /reland, and dayly more ang more ehrgats 
ned in England, througi the lamentable diviſion betwixr the F 
King and tlie Pailiament there , tending tothe ſubverſion bl. Þ| 
Religion and Peace 1n all the thee Kingdomes» "Ft | 


be IL | 33.14 YRAN TY 4 
C- ['T He-Afſembjy veferyes the Anſwer af this Queſiun,'+t0 ohe 4fts 
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ITT. That God may gracioully blefle the Supplication of 
the Aſſembly tothe Kiays Majelty , and their morion'ts the 
Parliament of England, for Unitiein;Religion , and Unifor- 
mity of Kirk - governmenr, and all other me:nes which may 
ſerve for the promoving of io greata Worke , and advances 
ment of the Kingdome of Ch11it every where. | 
IV. That God may powet fully overturne all wicked plots 
and defignes of Antithriſtand his followers; and all diviſive 
motions againſt the courle of Reformation, andthe ſo much 
longed for Union of the King and Parliamenr, 
** V. That Cod may blefle the harveſt, 


PRETTY TrIe my” 3 *6, 3 - _ "IE 
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eference from the Presbyterie of Kitkealdie. 


Nent the As of Aﬀembhes, ' for' obſervation of rhe 
BY Lords Day , profaned by going of ſalt-pannes , That 
ms Aſlembty woutd declare che l1tmirs of the Sabbattr , 
durjng which the pannes thould ftand, _ 


- 


*. 4% ——_——Y * 
Ay 


of former, Aſſemblies, 


3 I —_—_— 


: Reference frrom the Synode of Fy ffe. 


Hat the Provincial! of Anges keep their meeting on the 

ſame day with the Synod ok Fyffe , which breakes the 
correſpondence berwee n-themy appointed by the General 
Aſſembly'ot Glaſpew. 4ix 


ANSWER. 


. T He Aſſes bly ordaines the Provineiall Aſſembly of Angus to keep 
> tberr firſt meeting upon the third T ueſday of Apr1), comforme to 
the 4 of the [aid Aſſembly of Glaigow, 


os IAA —TÞ 


Overtures 
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Overtures tobe adviſed by P resbyteries | l 
againſt thenext Aﬀembly. 


H? W Appeals ſhall be brough: in:o the G-nerall Ag 
{emblies , and by what lort of citation. 

W nac ſhall: beche pre(cription of ſcandalls , within wha 
fpace of rime ſhall they be cballeng-d, wherher after three 
years » the Miniſter having been allowed and approved jn 


_ = Joctrine by Synods » Pregsbyteries , and Viſa 
War order ſhall be taken for keeping general Aflemblies, 


when Presbyteries ſend not the full;number of Commiſlio. 
mers: Or when the Commiſſioners abide nor until the cone 
clufion and diffolving of the Asſembly. 

Order ro be A for Teftamonials, 


wu 


——_— 
— p Rs, 4 
PIR —_— 


He Aſſembly appoints the next Generall Aſen | 


bly #0 hold xt Edinburgh , the firſt Wedneſdy 
of Auguſt , 1643. 


— 
m_—_ 
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Seſſ. 1» Angui? 2, 1643. 


ay, _— 
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The Kings Letter to the General Afembly. 


Preſented by his Majeſties Commiſſioner 
Sir Thomas Hope of Craighall Knight, 
Hu CHMaſjefties Advocate. 


CHARLES R. 


Ruſtic and welbeloved, We greet yon well, 
Fhe t1me now approaching for the holding of 
the Genezall Aﬀſembly of Our Kark of Scat- 
land , and We having appointed Sir Theras 
Hope Our Advocate tobe Our Commiil:ones 

there ; We thought good ro preſent him there with thele 

Our Letrers , and to take this occaſion tg m:inde you of the 

duty which you owero Us your Soveraigne , and to the 


. peace of that Our Native Kingdome, How far We have 


lately extended Our grace and favour towargs wy 
ef your humble defires, there isnotany amongft you but 
may well remember : And therefore in this conjuntture 
of Our affairs, it is but rea{onable that We expe&t from you 
ſuch moderation in the durifull proceedings of this Asleme | 
ply, as may concuire with our Priaccly inclinagons 

deſircs, 


23 T be Generall 
defires , to preſerve that Kirk and that out Kingdoihe if 

eace 3 having wel obſerved that alterations in points of 

eligion » are often the inlets ro civill diſſentions , and the 
hazard, if not overthrow of-both Kirk and Kingdomes 
Therefore of Our great affeftion and ſpeciall renderneſle, 
to'your peace (who of all Our Dominions are yet happie. 
therein to the envy of others) We conjure and require you 
in the fear of God, and obedience of Us his Vicegerent, 
that your endeayours and conſultations tend onely to pre: 
ſerve peace and quietneffe among you, And ſo We bid 
you farewell. Given at Our Court at Oxford the 22. day 
of July, 1643. 


To our right truſty and welbeloved-Conaſelour , Sir Thomay 
Hope Knight, our Advocate general , and Our Commisſiong 
at the generall - ſſembly of the Kirk in Our Kingdome of Scot« 
land, and to the reſt ofthe ſail Aſſembly now conveened. 


— 


Sell. 2. -Anuguſt 3. 1643. 


Overtures anent Bills , Referenc 5, and Appeales, 


I. T Har all Bills whatſoever of particular concernment; 
whereunto all parties having intereſt are not cited, 
ſhould be rejected. 

Li. Tharall Bills be firſt preſented ro the inferiour Judis 
catoriesof the Kirk,who may comperently conſider of cheni 
and from them be orderly and gradatim brought tothe Av 
ſembly , according to the order pieicribed for Appellations 
in the Asſembly of Edinburgh , 1639. in the 24. Ses{. Au 


uſt 30. 
SG I fl. That the ſaid At of Asſembly 14539. anent Appels 
lations, be alſo extended ro References, 

I'V. In Appellations and References of particular cons 
cernment , ifall parties having intereſt , have been preſent 
io the infertour Judicacorie when'the Appeal and Reference 
was made , then there is no neceſlitie of citation, Bur 
caſs of their aþſence » citation of parties is ſo neceflar, hy 


. 


If 


©, _—_ 91 


— 
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ificbe wanting, Appellations and References ſhould nor 
be received. | 11 
V. Thar conform to former Ats of Afſ-mblies 5 Appel- | 
Jations poſt ſententiam be made within ten dayes after the ien- 
tence, and otherwiſe not tobe reſpetted. 


The Afembly ordaines their Overtures to be gyven to the ſeveral 
Cmomittees for thetr direftion. 


bo —— 


Seſl. 3. Augnsf7? 4. 1643+ : 


AZ for eleftion of Profeſſours to be Commiſoroners 
to Aſſemblies by Presbyreries. 


He Asſembly thirks , if Profesſours of Divinitie in 

Univerſities be Viniſters, that they may be choſen 
Commiſſioners to the Generall Asſembly , either by the 
Presbyterie as Miniftersor by the Univerſitie as Profesſours 
of Divinitic. 


INS 


$ | Seſl. 4. Aug. 5. 1643. 
The Petition of the diſtreſſed Profefſours in 


Ireland for Miniſters, 


j. 
l, | 

+ | To the reverend and honeurable Moderatour and rema= 
1s nent Members f the General Aſcembly of Scotland, 

C conveened at Edinburgh, Aug. 1643. 


p The humble Petition of the diſtreſſed Chriſtians | 


inthe North of Ircland-. 


J- 

r Humbly sheweth , | | | 
« $ Hat whereas you were pleaſed the Lift Year to take nos 
il 

| 


— 


=.ticgof our Petition, and conceived (o favourable av -a&t 
mour behalf, from our hearts we blesſe rhe Lord God of "4 


oi 640” 
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er Fathers , who put ſuch a thing as this in your hearty 
begin in any ſort to beautifie the Houſe of the Lord amar 
us :--Doubeles(e you have brought upon your ſelves the bla'B 
ing of rhem who conſider the poor ; the Lord » ill certainyf} w 
deliver you in the time of rrouble. We truſt no diſtancegff w 
place,” no length of time, no preſſure of affiftion , yea, ſj ir 


' nor ſmiling of proſperity , ſhall delete ouc of out thankful} k 


memories the humble acknowledgement of your ſo me-f} g 
therly care : in drawing out your breaſts , yea , your ſoukf} a 
to fatisfie the hungrie : although we have been beaten with 
the {word , bitten.with famine , our own wickednes cor 
recting us, our back+ flidings reprovieg us, yet We hi 
not.fo farre forgotten the Lords ancient love, bur thatow 
hearts were brought toalitcle reviving in the midſt of our 
bondage , by the Viniſtery of theſe, who at your direCtian 
made a ſhort vific amongſt us. We know you did not co 
ceiveit expedierit atthat time , toloule any for #ull ſets 
[t ng here, till the waters of the bloudy inundatiop wes 
ſomewhat abared , and prohabiliry might be of ſome cow- 
fortable abode , which1we through the Lords reyengin, 
hand, purſuing our enemies, and the vigilancie of y 
victorious Army, isin a great meaſure attained unto. What 
ſoever might have derained ſome of theſe whom ye direCted 
tous, Whole ltay made our expeRation prove abortive , M 
ſhall aſcribe it to our own abule of ſuch treaſure , and wat 
of ſpirituall hunger , occaſioned juftly through the wer 
food; And yet thatſame diſ-appointment , together wi 
your faithfull promiſe of inlarging your indebred bounug, 
Which is put upon record in all ourhearts, hath made us fol 
ceive the ſeed ofa lively expectation , that you wt]; now no 
more put-your bountie » and the means of our life z znto the 
hazard of ſuch frnſtrauons, but will-once for all, baſtowan 
ample and enduring bleſſing. And ofthis we arc ſo muck 
the moreconfident , becauſe our former ſuit was not deny® 
bur delayed : only we fear , if a new delay be procure 
t1]} all things be fully ſettled , that the obſerving of wing 
and clouds, \ ſhall hinder both ſowing and reaping. AndW 
the mean time , the Prelates and their Faftion may Rep 8 
and inveſt themſelves of thei glg tyraguug gves gy 
—_— LY C2 a 
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efcieftces > whoif they once ſhall fee us poſſeſſed of our own 
Iaherirance ,. thoſe Canaanites dare not offer to thruſt us out. 
By all appearance; 1f the jeſuites had any hope to finde 
mf welcome amonglitus, they had provided us fully ere now 
with their poyſoned plants, + Our hearts abharrerhe check 
ing or ſuſpeCting of your proceedings, yet it is Jawfull to 
leaxn ſomerimefrom ourenemie : But in this you have be- 
gun before , not only rodo, butalſoto be forward ayear 
azo, and therebythave ingaged your felvesto perfe@t your 
own beginnings , and bring us out of ourorphan'condition. 
or-4 We are fallenin yonr lap,” this raine mult beunder your 
*r{ hand ; you cannor prerend want of bread or cloathing , you 
Mult be lieaters:-We have choſen you curatorsto your hetle 
young ſiſter tharwants breaſts; there is none inearth tot 
. out of your hand , for 'we will not , nor cannor hide 1c 
from your Honours and Wiſedome, that we want bread , 
and- mult nort-oiily, as before haveabit for our preſens 
peed , butalſo.feed to ſowthe Land. TREES 
«lr is/thetefore our humble and earneſt! defite, eharyous 
yould yetagainlovk on our former Petition”, 'and your ow 
obligatorie Actzand at leaſt declare your conſenr,that 4 com= 
tent number of our own Miniſters may be looſed roſertle 
Bee , and bteak bread ro the childfen that lyefanting at my 
bead of all ſtreetss*which although it may be accounred but 
areſtoring of what we loſt , and 'you have found , yet we 
eſteem it as the moſt precious gift that carth can affgorde! 
hen they are ſo looſed , if they finde not all things'concur- 
png toclear Gods calling, ir wiltbe tn their hand to forbeaf, 
and you have teſtified your bountie.. But'oh for the Lords 
ſake , do nox, kill our dying fouls , 'Eydenying thoſe our” | 
neceſfar defires, Thereareabouttwelvye or fourteen waſte 
pngregations on this nearneſt coaſt: tet us have at leaft'a' 
petent number that may cre& Chriſts throne of diſci=" * 
ine, and may help to bring jn others , andthen ſhall we- 
img,. that the people who were left of the ſword, have found 
pace inthe wildernefſe. - We have ſent theſeſour brethren , 
hs 8 Sit Robert Adair of Kinhilt Knight , and Filtam Mackenna of 
of Bel faſt myerchaut, jro arrend an anſwer from yon, who haye 
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16% _  TheGenerall | | 
attained rhar happines(e to be lenders and not borrower her 
-2nd to preſent the heartielongiug affeions of $4 bh 
. Your nt obliged and more exſpeliigh, 


ethren and ſervants. 
Subſcribed by very many hands. | 


———_— ——_—_— 


a—— = 


Seſl.6. Auguſt $. 1643. 
Acts for ſubſcribing the Covenant. 


| { | ud 
of] General Afſembly conſidering th? good and pious 
'& viceof the Commiſſioner: of the !aſt Afſembly , 
the 22. of Sepremb:r, 1642 poſt meridiem . recom 
Ing to Presbytites, ro hae Copies of the Covenantrt 
ſubicribed by every Miniſter at his admiffion, doth thent 
fore ratifie and appro e the ſamine. And further ordairi 
tthe .ovenant be reprinted, with this Ordinance 
xed thereto , and that every Synod , Pregbyterie , 7 
aroch, have one of tem bound in guarts , With if 
blank paper , whereupon every perſon may be obliged! 
ſpbſcribe ; And thar the Covenants of the Synod and Pres 
terie be keeped by theirModeratou: Srefpeizv?: of Univ 
by their P:1ncipals , of Paroches by their Miniſters , w 
carefulnefle. And rhar particular accoun: of obedience 
this Act, be requir:d hereafter in all vifirations of Parochey 
Univerfrees, and Presbyreries , and all crialls of Presbyres 
ries and Synod books. 6 


you m—_ Parmar confidering thatthe A of the Al 

”. {embly at |.as 1639. Au 0. injoyning all pets 

ſons to ſubſcrie the Covenant gu Bo al Eccieſiaſticl 
cenſure , hath not been obeyed : Therefore ordaines al 
Miniſters to make intimarion of the ſaid AR in their Kirksg 4 
and thereafter to proceed with the centures of the Kirk"azÞ} | 
Eainſt ſuch as ſhall 1efuſe ro ſubſcribe the ſovenant. An I; 
that exact account be taken of every Miniſters age . , 


- 
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"Vf hereinril Amon} vr ay and Synods , asthey will anſ- 


[ wet to the General Aﬀlembly, 


- 
» 2 


Sel 7. Auguft 9. 1643: 
At? for ſearching Books tending to 


Separarione 
T Generall Aſſembly conſidering the recommenda- 


> 
_ MX. 


tion of the Commiiſlioners ef the late Aſſembly ar 
S. Andrews, upon the 12 of May laft , roevery Mie 
niſter within their ſeveral bounds ; eſpecially ro Miniſters 
upon the coaſts, or where there is Harbourie and Ports » 
to try and (earch for all books tending'to Separation s 
\ | And finding the ſame moſt neceflar , do therefore ordaim 
+ | that recommendation to have the ſtrength of an ordinary 
AR of Aſſembly : And thar every Miniſter be careful to rry 
and ſearch if any ſuch books be brought ro this Countrey 
from beyond ſeas , and if any ſhall be found, ropreſent 
the ſamine to Presbyteries that ſome courſe may be rakere 
af © to binder the diſperſing thereof: And earneſtly recommend 
to the Civil Magiſtrates, ro concurre with their authoritie 
inall things , for cffeual execution hereof. 


a 


mr—_— : EE 


Approbation of the proceedings of the 
Commiſſioners of the la#t Aſſembly. 


N T He Generall Asſembly having heard the report of the 


1 Committee appointed ro conſider the proceedings of 
AY - the Commiſhoners of the lateAsſembly at S Andrewsz 
AY after mature deliberation , and ſe: ious conſideration there= 
x1 LE findes the whole Ats, Conclufions and Nee 
: by aids Commiſſioners , contained in a Book and Re: 2- be 

- K2S ſubſcribed by Maſtar Andrew Ker their Cl-rk , and: by 2 ” 
, Maſter Dgvid Lindſay Modetatour , [wo James Hamil= ©” 
| = | 2 can 


= 


> 


164 The Generall + . » 


ton Clerk tothe ſaid Committe, to declare much wiſedomef} i 
di}1gence, vigilancie, and every way commendable zealan{h} | t 
fidelitie in doing and diſcharging every thing accordingyſ. 
their Commiſſion, n 
dw 7 FF © 
: h 
Sefl. 8. Auguſt 10. 1643. E 
Propoſitions given by the Commiſſioners of the Parkyg, b 
[rent of England to « Committee , to be preſent- © ; 
ed by them to Afſembly. , 

A 
W 


LI7E the Commiſſioners appointed by both Houſes ofthe Þ 
Parliament of England, defire your Lordſhips , and 
the reſt of this reverend Committee, to repreſentto ther | ( 
yerend the Generall Aſſembly ofche Church of Scotland, | . 
that we are commanded. IA. 
To eng with all thankfulnefle to God , rlitr 
zeal for pMrging and reforming Religion, and care not op 
ly to prevent the grouth , bur utterly to exrirpare the Ref 
ques of Popery : And alſo the great bleſling of Almighly 
God upon their ſo conſtant and faithful endeavours, 
far <ſtabliſhing them in truth and peace, rogether with thas 
labour of love, to procure the like happineſle to our Ch 
and Nation. | 4 
- Togive them an account of their earneſt defire and wndd 
avour to ſee the ſame Work promored and perfefted among 
ourſelyes ; which thouz h it hath been oppoſed and retard 
ed by the induſtrious malice ef the Popiſh, Prelaticall , and 
malignant partie, yet through Gods goodneffeic harhſo fat 
prevailed, as ro producethe remoyeall of the High Commis 
fion , the making yoid the coercive power of rhe Prelates, 


—_ 


and their Courts , The &eftion of the Biſhops from. 

Houſe of Peers » the turning out of many ſcandalous N 

ſters, Beſides rhart they have paſſed and preſented! to bis 

Majeſtie diverſeKi1ls.v5z. For the ſupprefling of Innovations 

E 4 For the {more ſtrict obſeryation of rhe Lords Day , agal 

Pjuralitiesand non « refidencie , For the puniſhment Fa 
| ſcan 


ke 
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Afembly , 1643- 16 
ſcandalous Clergie , For the abolition of Epiſcopacie , and 
the calling an Asſembly : The true Copies of which ,” we 
herewithall deliver. Which Bills, through the under- 
minning of the Papiſts , Prelates , and their p ( the 
conftant enemies of Reformation ) have nor yet obtained 
his Majeſties Royallasſent. And yer confidering the urgent 
neceflity of purging and ſettling the Church { as hath been 
{- often presſed and preſented ro the Parliament ef England , 
by pious and frequenr exhortations 'and Declarations from 
that reyerent Asſembly) they have been conſtrained by an 
Ordinance of both Houſes, to call an Asſembly of Divi- 
nes, and others , now firting, to conſider and prepare 
what may conduce thereunto, which by the affiſtance of 
ſame godly and learned Divines ſent from this Nation (as 
js nearneſtly deſired) we hope may through the bleſſing of 
God , bring it topeifeCtion, | | 
And yet notwichſtanding tolet them know that by reaſog : #{.. 
okprevailing of the Papifts, Prelaticall FaRtion » and other 
talignant enemies to this ſo much defired Reformation , 
{ all of thembeing now in arms againſt the Parliament”) 
theſe hopefull beginnings are likely, not onely robe ren- 
dred ineffeuall , but all the former evils, ſuperſtions, and 
corruptions ( which for the preſent, through the bleſſing 
of God, are ina good meaſureremoved, to be re-introdu- 
ced by ſtrong hand which ifonce they ſhould take root again 
inthe Church and Kingdome of England , will quickel 
ſpread their venome 8 1nfettion into the netzhbaur Church 
and Kingdome of Scotland the quarrell ofthe enemies of 
this Work b2ing not ſo much againtt the perſons of men , 
x the _ of Godlinesſe, and purity of Gods worſhip , 
whereſoever it is profeſſed. Both Houſes do thereforedee 
fire that reverenc aſſembly to lay ſeriouſly to heartthe ſtate 
and condition of their fiſter Church an Kingdome , and 
* | notonly by theiy prayers to affiſt in theſe rairs , butalio by 
ſuch ſeaſonable and effectuajl means as to them ſhall ſeem 
-_ meet , rofurtherand expedite the preſear aid and afliſtance 
| demanded by both Houle: 
4 Andlaſtly to make known untothem, that weare deſig. 
id aud ſegt by both Houſes of Parliament, tothe Generall 
i ; L3z abembly 


--” 


>$'z. & 
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266 The General 
Aſſembly ef the Church of Scocland , to propound to them, 


and conſv]t with them conce ning ſuch things as may coa» * 
duceto our own Reformarion, and our fo much defired? 
conjunMion vith this Church , which they have more fully 

Expreſſed ina Declarationof their own, which here withal? 
We pre! etc, | F 


Auguſt 10, I643, 


44 


i. 


Secr-. Commiſh, 


—_— 
A — 
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ADeclaration of the Lords and Commons in 
the Parhament of England, tethe Generall 
Aſembly, f the Church of 
cotland. 


"+ He Lordsand Commons in Parliament acknowled. 
ging with humble thankfulnefe ro Almighty God, 
the diſpoſer of hearts, the Chriſtian zeal avd love * 
which the General! Aflembly of rhe Churches of Scotland, 
have manifeſted 1n their pious endeavours for che preſerve, 
tion of the true reformed Proteſtant Religion . from the; 
ſubtle practices and attemprs of the Popiſh and Prelaricalſ; 
party , tothe neceſſary Reformation of Church diſcipline: 
and Government-in this Kinegdome, and the more near u-; 
non of both Churches, do earneſtly defire that reverend:; 
Afembly to take notice, that the two Houſes of Parliament: 
Fully concurring with them in theſe pious Intentions 5 for: 
the better accompliſhmen: taercof , have called an Aﬀems; 
bly of diverſe godly and learned Divin.s> and ethers of this? 
Kingdome , unto the City of Weſtminſter , who are now? 
fitting and conſulting about theſe ma:rers * And likewiſe; 
have nominated and appoinred John %arle of Ruthland , Sit 
William Armine Baronet, Sir HemyVanethe younger, Koightzy 
Thomas Hatcher, and Henry Darley Eſquires, Committees and 3 
Commiltioners of both kfoules, ro the Kingdome and $ta 
tes of Scotland., who beſide their Inſtructions in mar 
EPncernwy 
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eAſembly, 1643. 267: 
Lf encerning the Peace a'.i Common veal of both Kingdoms, | 
pn have received Virections ro reſort to the General Aflembly 
&, of the Church of Scotland , and preponrd and con{ulr 
+I with them , or any Commiſſioners deputed by them, in 
©J all occafions which ma» further the ſo mu h defired Refor- 
Imation in Eccleſiaſtical ma'ters in this Ch 1rch and King- 
+ | dome, and 2 nearer conjun&1on berwixt ho + Churches In 
\ Y performance whereof , Maſter Stephen Marshaly and Maſter 
TOY Phils: Nye, Miniſters of Gods Word, and inen of appro« 
I ved faitifulnefle and abilities in their Fun on, bo'h Mem- 
bers of chis Aſſembly of Divines here congrega"ed', and 
i firing , are appointed ro atliſt and adviſe rhe ſanie Com 
| mittee in ſuch things as ſhall concerne this Church. + Ang 
th: rwo Houſes do hereby recommend the Com nir'ees and 
di.ines afore-mentioned , to the rever-nd Afembly of the. 
Churchot Scotland . :o be by them received; with tai our' 
-Þ and credited in thoſe chings , which they , or any t'ireey or 
9.” | Pore of rhem ſhall propound ro them. i 
' It is Ii kewiſe deſired , that that reverend Asfembly will 
” {according to their former promiſe and reſolution, ſend to 
% the Asſ-mbly here , ſuch number of godly and learned Di 
9” I vines,as in cheir wiſedome they rhink moſt expediecor for the: 
> | furtherance of this work, which ſo much conce. nes the ho-: 
" nour of (535d , the 5 ofnerity and pea'e of che cwo-Churches 
L | of England and Scotland ; 2nd vhich mult needs bave a great: 
6 Jinflucnce in p ocu 11g + moreſafe and pro'perous conditions 
F toother reformed Churches abroad, And chat their Endea» 
» fg rours ma» be more effectual , th-rwo Houles do make ris 
FJ requeſt ro them, with their authority advice-and;exhore 
= $ation,, ſofar as be longs to them , 10 tirup thatt Naton'to 
ſend ſome competent Forces in aid of this Parliament and: 
Kingdome , againſt rhe many Armies ofthe Popiſh and Pre- 
*} laical party , and their adherents, now 11-arms forthe - 
>| mine and deſtrutian of the reformed Rehigiov,, and a}l ths 
F Profesſours thereof. ; In all which they ſhall do tharwhich 
4 Pl be pleaſing ro God, «hoſe cauſe ir is, anti Hkewiſe 
**Þ &fe and advantageous ro their. own Churi hand Kingdome\ 
23 ho cannot ſecurely enjoy the great bleiiings of Religion 
#4] Face, and Libertic in that Kingdome , if this Church and 
Y L 4 Kingdome, ' 


x68 The Generall k. 
Kingdome ,. by the prevailing violence of rhat partie, ſhall 
» 


x iy 


bee brougþt to ruine and deſtruction, | | { 
Fo, Browne, Cleric. Henr, Elſynge , Cler« a 
Parliamentcrum. - Pail: I). Com. a 


| 


4 7 , 4 
f Letter from ſome Brethren of the . 
' , CHiniſterie in the Krk of ©. ogland , Ji 

to the Aſſembly. - ſ 


| ] 

Reverend and beloved : 4 
$i experience which we have had of your forwards 
4 

| 

| 

| 


"IETF 4 
#4C3 


Þebols rronble? Our GOP whoin his former J 26 3 


-— > - 
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Wi. bly, 1643: : "7" 00 wy 


ments was a moth & rorrenes(e (and yer bad of late begun "I 


ſend us health and cure) is now turned into a Lion ro us ; 


and threacens ta rend the very cawle of our hearts + From 
above he hath ſeat a fire into @ur bones , and it prevailsa-. 


gainſt us From our own bowels he hath called forth , and 


ſtrengrhened an adverſaric againſt us , a generation of bru- 
tiſh helliſh men , the roll of his anger » and the [talk of his 
indignation , under whofe crueltjes we bleed, and if pre-. 
ſent mercy ſtep not in» we die. Rophteous art they, 0 
LORD, and juſt are all thy Fidgements } Bur O the more 
then barbarous carriages of ou: enemies , where eyer GON 
gives any of his hidgen ones up into their hands , we need 
not Cxpres(c it unto you , who knows the invetezate and 


' deadly malice of the Antichriſtian fation againſt the Mem- 
þ:rs of our Lorg Jeſus, Anditis well we need not expresſe 


xunroyou , for 1n truth'we cannot. Your own thoughts 
may rell you betrer then any words of ours , what rhe mercie 
of Papilts is, roward the Viniiters and Servanty of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt. But the Lord knows we are nottrou- 
bled ſo much with their rage againſt us, , or our own milſe- 
ries and dangers; but thar which breaks our hearts is» the 
danger we behold the Proteſtant Religion > and all rhe, Re- 
focmed Churches 1n at this rime» through that roo great and, 
formidable ſtrengrh the Popiſh Faftion 1s. now arrived ar. If 
our GOD will lay our bodies as the ground, and asthe 
ſtreet under their foot , and poure out our bloud as duſt, be 
fore their fury,the wil of theLord be done, mighr our bloud 
be a ſacrifice co ranſome therett of the Saints or Church of 
Chriſt fromAntichriſtianfury, wewould offer it up upon this 
ſervice gladly, But we know their rage is 1nſatiable, and wh 
not be quenched with our blouds , immortall, and will not 
die with us, armedagainft us, nor as men:, bur as Chriſti- 


- ans, butas Proteſtants, bur as men defiripg toreform our 
: ſelves, and to draw our ſelves and others yet ngarer-unto 
> God, _ Andif God gave us up to. bedeyoured by this rage , 


it will take the more Rrength and courage (atleaſt) to at- 
tempt [the like againſt all the Proceftanc and Refor: 


FP . Churches. In a; deeper ſenſe 'of this, exeream . ds 
|  ghreating us ard you, andallihe peer aha We Cancx 


preAcy2 


%. a 
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170 The Generall © 
preſſe, we have made this addr-T- unto you; in the bowelg® 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt . 11mbly im Woring your mo *' 
fervent Prayers to the GON char hea's Prayers ; whoa ® 
( ſhould we judge by provid nces ) ſeems ro be angry with © 
our Prayers” { though we tru't hz doin bur ſeem io, and.” 
though h* k'H us, yer will wertruſt in him) Oh, give us © 
th= brorherl' ade of your re - infarc-d tears and prayers 
tharthe ble{i-1gs of truth and peace which our prav-rs a'one | ® 
have not obtained, yours con;o-ned , miy. And give ug” tt 
reverend and much honoured in our +.0-d vour ad ices, || F 
what remains for us further ro doe . for the making of our Pe 
own and the Kingdomes peace wih GOD. Wehavelen®}® 
zn the duſt before him ; we have poured or hearts in humi- © of 
Jiarion ro him, we have in ſincerity, endeavoured toreform, I *? 
our ſelves, and no leſſe fincerely defired . ſtudied. labour. *} © 
cd the publick Reformation , Neverth-'effe rhe Lord hath 
noc yet rurned himſelf from the fierceneſle of hi- a»ger. 

And be pleaied :0 adviſe us further,whar may be the happieſt 
courſe for the uniting of the Proteſtant partie more fi;mly 2 

Thar we may all ſerve GOD with one conſenc , and itand 
up azain(t Antichriſt 2s one man, that our GOD who now 
hides himfelf from,his people may return unto us, delihhr 


In us ſcatter and ſubdue his and ovr enemies , and cauſe hig ©} ® 
face to ſhine upon us. The Lord prone you and preſerye 
us ſo» that the great work of thele Jatrex ages may be finiſhed *} © 
to his honour , and our own and the Chu: ches happinefſe- 1} t 
through Chriſt Jelus . | 
Subſcribed by very many hands- ; 

| 

_ x8 | 7 

Seſſ.g. Auguſt 11. 1643. __ 

AF againſt Burials and hinging of Honurs, &'0. | . 

SITE Kirks. [ 


"T* He Generall Aﬀembly confidering-the great abuſe of - 
wa. bhmgrnere be , wherein GODS publick wors 

d; corwithſtanding diverſe Atts of this Kirk» 

IS | prohubiting 


ſhip is exert 


TY 


- 2s 5 b 
Aeſmbly, T643- 191 
JI probibiring the ame. And that throurgh toleration the” 
'y {roof , otber abuſes in hinginz of Penfils and Brods, affix 

ing of Honours and Arms, and ſuch like (candalous Menu... 
I rents in the Kirk , hath crept'in, Therefore for remedy” 
| hereof , do hereby rarifie and approve'the former Acts and 
”Þ Conttiturions made ag3inſt burials in Kirks. And inhibites 
| and diſcharges all perſonsof whatſgever xe - to bury 
| any deceaſed perſon within the body of the Kirk , where* 
| the people meer for hearing of the Word , and admiviftra- 
tion- of the Sacraments. And als inhibites them ro hing 
Penſils or Brods , toaffixe Honours er Arms, or to make 
+ Þ any ſuch like Monuments, tothe honour or remembrance» 

of any deceaſed perſon upon walls , or otherplaces wi h- 
I io the Kirk , "where the publick worſhip of God 1s exex= 

ciſed as (aid 1s. 


Seſl. 10 Auguſt 12-1 643+ 
AG gnent repoſition of _ Miniſters n depoſed by. 


Superiaur Tudicarories, 


G. He Generall Asſembly confidering that ſentences of 
Superiour Judicatories of the Kirk ſhould ſtand effe- 

+} Ruall » while they be taken away by themſelves, and that 
{} they ſhould not be made yoidand ineffettuall by Inferiour 
| Ry: Therefore diſcharges allProvincull ASem- 
lies to repone any Miniſter depoſed by rhe Generall. As 
ſembly. Andall Presbyteries to repone any Miniſters des. 

+} poſed either by General or Provincial Aﬀſemblies ; And de- 
{| clares and ordains , that all ſuch ſentences of repoſition by 
*Þ theſe Inferiour Judicatories reſpeFzwe, ſhall be null in theme 
1] ſelves; And that the ſentences of depefition by the Supe- 
{F riour Judicatorics reſpeF#ve ſhall ſtand valid and effectual 
"FJ notwithſtanding thereof. CTe5N 


- 
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The Generall : 
: Pq It 
_ Seſl. x1, Avg. 14. 1643. " 
AG againſt Maſters who have Servants that prophays. 
. the Lords day. | 


He Generall Aſſembly declares , that 'the Ats made 
againſt Salmond fiſhing upon the Sabbath , or again 

. any other labour upon the Lords day, to be nct only againſt 
fervants who attually work : © But alſo that the ſamine' 
ſhould be extended againſt maſters , whoſe hired ſervants! 
they are. el 


A—— —— —— 
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Sel. 12. Aug. 15. 1643. 
Ad for preparing the DireForie for the] 
worship of God. 


He Aſſembly conſidering how convenient it is, thatall 
the Miniſters of the particular Kirks wirhin this Kings Þ 
dome, in their adminiſtration , keep unity and uniformity, 
inthe ſubſtance and right ordering of ail the parts ofthe pys 
blick worſhip of God , and rhar all the particular Kirks by. 
the ſame nnity and uniformity , teſtifie their unanimoug. 
conſene againſt all ſchiſme and diviſfion,unto whichjtheſe tis 
mes 2? through the working of Satan and his inſtruments , as 
Sainſt the propagation of the Goſpel of peace are ſo inclings, 
ble : Doth ordain , that a Directorie for divine worſhip, 
with all convenient diligence be framed and made ready in. 
all the parts thereof,” agaiaſt the next General! Aſſembly, 
ro be held in the year 1644. And for this end that ſuchag; 
ſhall be. nominate by this Aſſembly , ſhall immediatly after. 
rhe riſing of the Aſſembly , ſerrhemlelves apart ( ſo faray. 
may be ) from theirparticular callings , and with all dili«' 
gence and ſpeed , goabout thisſopublick, ſopiousandſa. |} * 
rofitablea work- And when they have brought their en= 
eaygurs and labours about this DucRorie to an end , _ 
az: E Om HE 'r v2 
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Aſſembly; 1643. 173 
it be put into the hands of the Commiſſieners of the Generall 


Aſſembly , to be reviſed , and thereafter by chem ſeorm 
ſeverall Copies toall the particular. Synods ro be held inn 


* Apriland May , that the famioe being reported with their 


obſeryations , notes, and animadverſions to the Generall 
Aſſembly, itmay in end , after their full triall and approba» 
tion , by order 'and authority from them be eethved "and 
practiſed by all the Miniſters and particular Kirks. And for 
preſerving of peace and brotherly unity , inthe meanwhile, 
till the DireCtorie by univerſal] conſent of the whole Kirk 
be framed; finiſhed , and concluded , The Afﬀembly ifor= 
biddeth under the pain of the cenſares of the Kirk , alldif- 
putation by word or writing , inprivate'or publick , about 
different praRtices in ſuch things, as have nor been formerly 
determined by this Kirk, Andall condemning one'of an- 
other in ſuch lawfull things as have been univerſally recei- 
yed , and by perpetuall cultome practifed by rhe meſt fairh- 
full Minifters of the Goſpell , and oppoſers of coxruprions 
in this Kirk » fince the firſt beginning of Reformanion re 
theſe times. And doth exhort = command that all 
endeavour to jlakeep the unity of the ſpirit , "it the bond 


' of peace, thatall beginnings of Separation, all ſcandalland 


divifion , be by all means avoided ; And that againſt envy= 


- ing, and ſtrife, and faction, andglorying in men , every 
—_— before znother inthe duties of love Big ſo ful611 the 


Law of Chriſt :Thar continuing in one ſpiritand oneminde, 
& fighting rogether through the faith of che Goſpel, we 
murually aide , ſtrengthen and comfort one ieocherin af 
Paſtorall and Chriflian emploiments , berter refiſt the com- 
mon adverſaries , edifie one another in the knowledge and 
fear of God , and the more acceptably , and with'the gre= 
ater blefling ſerve the Lord who bath doneſo great things 
for us. | 
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"Propoſitions from the E hb Commiſſioners 
preſented this day tothe Aſſembly. 


WE the Commiſſioners appointed by both Houſes ofthe 


Y Parliament of England , being commanded by them 
ſas we have _ declared) todeſire the reyerend Aﬀem- 
bly of Scotland , ſeriouſly ro lay to heart the preſent Eſtate 
of their Siſter Church and Kingdom of England , and nat 
onely to afliſt with their Prayers in their ſtraits » bur alſo 
ſuch reaſonable and effeftuall means asto themſelves ſha 
ſeem meer ro further and expedite the afliſtaace now defired 
by- both Houfes from the Kingdome of Scotland, anda 
more {triftynion with them, Have thought fit in Purſuance 
of the commands received from both Houſes of Parhament, 
Tocommunicate to this Aſſembly the paper which to this purs 

ſe we, have lately delivered ro the Honourable Convew 
tion of Eitarcs, in this Kingdome , that ſo this reverend 
Aſembly might be the berter enabled , rocontribure their 
beſt afliſtance toward che furthering and expediting of the 
Fame. |. Wherein we aſſure our ſelves of their ready and wile 
ling ofections , conſidering the great ſervice they may do 
40:God, andthe great honour may redound to themſelves 
 Inbecoming the Inſtruments of a glorious Reformation, 
nor onely chrough rhis Llandzbur from thence poſlibly robe 

ſpread to other Churches nov opprefſ-d under the Antk 
<hriftian bondage , and tyrannie of the Popich and prelatical 
Faction. We will nor fay there lics any obligation upen 
this Churchand Kingdome , ro comply with the d ſires of 
the two Houſes of Parliament ; though we might call tg 
minde that God by the hand of the Church and Kingdome 
of England ,. did once reach forth aſſiſtance and aid unro 
this Nation, and hath fince uled them as a help to that bles« 
ſed Reformation ir now enjoyes, And” who knowerh 
whether the wiſe ;;rovidence of God hath not ſuffered this 
Ehurch and Kingdome to be rempred thereby, ro makt 


them the more ſenſible of the preſent miſeries of their bre«. 


thren , and likewiſe given them a good iflue , with theren- 


ration, | 
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mtion , that they might be made ameans of our deliver. 


ance? We ſhall norneed ig of erany g' oundsof pruderice 
 toinvite them hereunto, who h:ye alxeacy prevented us in 


the acknowledgement of what mighr be 1azd of that kinde 


' 4n the ad\ ic: preſenred by rhe Commiſſioners of the General 


Afembly July 6. 1643. unto the Convention of Eſtates, 
exprefling, as' one remedie of the preſem dangers of this 


Church and Kingdome, their earneſt defire of renewing the 4 
Jo 


leapuc and gataananiow ' with England , for the defenceof ay cute? 


Religion againttthe common enemic , and of 


- tending the ſame agairſt Prelacie, and Popiſh Ceremo« 
nies , for Uniformity in externall worſhio and Church-go= 


,vernment. And wel:ope that the ſame God who hath pur 


thefe dehires 1nco the hearts of bo h Kingdomes , will make 


-uſe of this preſent oppo: tunity to knir them botheo . hime 


ſe}f, 'and each other ina woſt ſbict ard durable Unien, 


-and thereby the more firmly to eſtabliſh rruth and peace im 


both Narions. Howſoever th's which we have dove in 
diſcharge of our duty + will affoord the comforc of 2 good 
conſciene1n our greateſt diftresfes . and give us groundto 
expe deliver-nce fome way or other from the manifold 
-wiſedome and power of God , who though men and means 


Fail + will nct caſt off his people , nor for'ake his inheri« 


tance, We have onely this ro adde further , that we are 
commanded by both Houſes to let this reverend Asſembly 
kno that it is their earneſt defire , thar what other Propo- 
fitions may be thought fit to be added and concluded by this 
Asſembly > whereby the affiſtance and Union betwixr the 
two Nations » may be made more beneficiall and eff:Ctuall 
for the ſecuring of Religion and L ibertic, ſhoulq be offered 


. - 


to us; ardtaken to our ſpeedy conſideration, | 


Auguſt 15, 1643, Wiliam Bond. Sect. Com 
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The Paper before - mentioued deliverad 


Auguſt 12.t0 the Convenrtibn , and this day 6 
| to the Aſſembly "46 
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Parliament of England , ate by our-inſtruftions com 
manded to put their brethren of Scgtland in-- minde-, | that 
the Popith and prelaticall Faction that. began with theth, 
about the year 1638. and 1639. andthen intended ro make 
way to the ruine ofthe. Kingdome of England by theirs, 
have not abared any part ot their walice towardthe Nation 
and Church of Scotland , nor are atall departed from their 
deſigne, of corrupting and altering Religion through-the 
whole Hand, though they have inverted the manner of 
their proceeding ,, conceiving: now that they have an-eaher 
way to deſtioy them, if they may firſt prevail over thePap 
liament and Kingdome of England. - In which reſpe&tinjs 


the defire of both Houſes, that-the rwo Nations may-bt 


| ſtrictly united, for their mutual] defence againſt the Rapiſ 
and prelaticall FaGtion , and their adherents in both;Kings 
domes , andnot tolay downarms till thoſe their implacys 
ble enemies ſhall be diſ-armed , and ſubjected to the authes 
my and juſtice ef Parliament in both Kingdomes reſpedts 
yely. Andasan effetual meanh<:eunto , they deſire thei 
brethren of Scotland to raiſe a conſiderable force of Horſe 
and Foot, for their aide and afliftance, to be forthwuh 


ſentagainſt the Papiſts , prelatical FaCiion,, and malignagy * 
_ 


now in arms1n the Kingdome of England 2:1 1M 
And for the betrer encourazement of the Kingdome of 


Scotland to this neceffary and ſo much deſired Union, we 


are by both Houſes of Parliament authorized: to aſſure ther 
Þrerhren, that if they {ball be annoyed or endangered bye 
ny Force or Army» either fr om England or any other place, 


the Lords and Commens of England will ailiſt them witha 
roportionable ſtrength of Horſe and Foot , to what their” 


zethren ſhall now affoord them to be ſent 1nto Scotian 
forthe detence ofchat Kingdome « And they will a—_ 
a guard 


7 E the Commiſſioners appointed by both Houſes of the 
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eAſembly , 1645 © #77 
2 guard of Ships at their own charge upon the Coaſt of 
Stotland for rhe ſecuring of that Kingdome , fronithein- ' 
yafion of Tiſh Rebels or other enemies, during fuch time 
25 the Scotiſh Army ſhall be emptoyed 1n the defence of the 
Kingdome of Englend, And to the end that nothing mighe 
be wanting in the Parliament and Kingdome of England to 
facilitate this work (wherein the true reformed Religion; 
not onely in th-ſe rwo Kingdomes, but throughout all Eu- 
rope is ſo highly concerned ; We are farther authorized ro 
conſider with thei: brethren the Eſtates and Kingdome of 

Scotland , of whar other Articles or propoſitions are fir to 
be added and concluded , whereby rb1s athſtance and Union 
berwixtrhe two Nations , may be made more beneficial 
and effettual for the ſecurity of Religion and Libertie in 
both Kingdomes. 

* All which being taken into the ſeriousand Chriſtian cons 
ſideration of the r1ght honourable the Lords and others of 
the Convention of the Fitates of Scotland, we hope there 
will not need many arguments to per{wade and excire them 
to give their conſent , and that with all convenient ſpeedy 
to theſe deſires of both houſes of rhe Parliament of Enge- 
lind ; feeing now they have fo fully declared , as by what 
they have done alreadv, ſoby wiar they are yer deſirous to 
do» thatthe crue ſtare of this cauſe and quarrel is Religion, 
inthe Reformation whereof they are » and have bezn fo 
forward and zealous, as that there is not any thing expreſſed 
unto them by their brethren of Scotland , in ther former or 
htrer Declarations , woich they have nor ſeriouſly taken 
toheart , and ſeriouſly endeavoured to effett, (notwirths 
ſtanding the ſubtle malicious and induſtrious oppoſitions) 
that ({o the ewo Kinydomes might be brought into'a near 
conjunction in one form of Courch-government , one di- 
reo: ie of worlhip, one Carechiſme , &c. and the founda- 
tion laid of the urter extirpation of Popery and prelacie our 


'of both Kingdomes, The mo!t ready and effectual meang 


whereunto, Is now conceived to be, that both Nations en« 


er intoa {trit Union and league,according ro the deſires of 


the ewo Houſes of Parliament. Hob: 
And ro induce the perſwalion _ (if there were cauſe} 
we 
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we might obſerve, that, in the many Declarations made by. 
the General Aſſembly or States of Scotlagd , to their Bre«' 
thren of England, there have been ſundry expreſſions, mani- 
felting the great neceſſitie that both Kingdomes for the ſe« 
curirie of their Religion and Liberties , ſhould joyn11n this 
ſtrict Union againſt the Papiſts,Prelats,and their adherents: 
- As alſo in the endeavour of a neat conjunction berween the 
Churches of both Nations. The apprebenGon and foreſight 
of which , bath cauſed the Popiſh and Prelarical Faction in 
forreigne parts as well as in his Majeſties Dominions, ſtrift= 
ly and powerfully tro combine themſelves to the hinderance: 
of this ſoneceſlary Work , and the univerſal ſuppreſſion. of: 
the true proteſtanr Religion in Europe : A courſe not much, 
different from that which they rook in the year 1585. when 
the wiſedome and zeal of this Nation to counter- myne ſo 
wicked a conſpiracie , and fromthe due ſenſe of the mutugh 
inereſt of theſe two Kingdomes in Religion and Libertie, 
found a neceſlity of even nt a league of this nature , as 
well conſidering , that ttWreby no leſle ſafetie might be ex« 
pected to both Nations, then danger by forbearing the ſame, 
And though we doubt not butin ſo neceſſary and ſo good a 
Work, many difficulties may ariſe to interrupt and retard the 
ſame; yet weare as confident, that the heartie and brother- 


ly affeGtion of this Nation to the Parliament and Kingdome 


of __—_ will eafily break through them 3 and the rather 
becaule inthe like cales of difficultie and danger , not only 
at the time of the league above-mentioned, but before » and 
likewiſe ſince , when any opportunity bath offered it ſelf 
particularly, during the fitting of this preſent Parliament,the 
Kingdome of England hath been very forward and ready to 
lay ro heart the dangers of the Kingdome of Scotland as their 
own,and todecline no means within the reach of their powes 
for the redrefle or prevention of the ſame. | , 


Auguſt 12, 1643. 


Wiliam Bond Secr. Com; 
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Seſl. 13. Aug. 16» 1643. 


Recommendation to the Presbyteries and Univerſities 
anent Students that have the 
Trish language. 


He Aſſembly conſidering the lamentable condfrion of 

the people 1n the Highlands, where thereare many that 
gets not the benefire of the Word in reſpect there are very 
few Preachers that can ſpeak the Iriſh language , Do ior re= 
meid thereof think good , that young Students who have 
the Iriſh rongue, be trained up at Colledges in Letters, 
eſpecially in the ſtudies of Divinitie , Andro this effect 
recommend to Presbyteries and Univerſities to preferre 
any hopefull Students that have the language aforeſaid , to 
Burſaries, thatthey by their ſtudies in procefſe ofcime ate 
taining to knowledge, and being enabl:d for the Miniſterie, 
may be ſent forth tor preaching the Goſpel in theſe High- 
land parts , as occaſions ſball require, 


Sefl. 14. AuguF? 17. 1643. 
The Letter from the Aſſembly ot Divines in 
the Kingdome of England , 


To the right reverend the Generall Aſem3ly 


of the Church o f Scotland. 


Right reverend and dearly beloxed in our Lord Feſus Chriſt , 
W- the Aſlembly of Divines and others, called and 


now fitting by authority of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, to be conſulted by them in matr<rs{of Religion ; 
have received from the honourable Houſes of Commons, a. 
ipeciall order ( darcd the 3. ofthis inſtant Anguſt ) recom + 
mending it to us ro writea Letter to the Generall Aſſembly 
of the Church of Scotland , r:king notice of the pies and 
good'expeditions to this Church and State , centificd in ;he 
M 2 late 
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late Anſwer of the Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembl 
of the Kirk of Scotland , from their meeting at Edinburg 
the 19. of July 1643. And further to deſite them to poſleſſe 
the people of that Kingdome wirh our condition , and to 
Encourage themtoour aſliſtance in this cauſe of Religion, 
And having with that order received and read the (aid An« 
ſwer directed to the honourable Houſes of the Parliament of 
England , we cannot ſufficiently exprefie the great contene 
and ccmfo:t » unto which it hath raiſed us in the midſt of the . 
ſad and calamitous condition under which we lie. 

It is no ſmall refreſhing to our mourning ſpirits to finde, 
that yet our God hath nor left us wholly com{tortlefle , nor 
calt us fo far out of his fight , as having made us fick with 
ſmirting that ſhould be yerificd of us , Lover and friend haft 
thou put far fromus , and that no man ſhould turn aſide to ask 
how wedo : but that we finde ſo many of the Churches of 
Chrit, andabove themall , our deareſt Brethren of Scot« 
land , ſo far to take to heart our extremities, as to fit in the 
 duſtwithus , and ſo to look upor our adverſities , as being 
themſelves alſo1n the body, | 

And as we cannot render thanks ſufficient unto our God 
for remembring ſuch mercie in the midſt of ſo much 
wrath 3 ſo we embrace with all chearfulnefle this op- 
portunitie of thankfull acknowledgement of the great 
gebrt which your love doth continuatly lay upon; notus 
alone » but upon this whole Kingdome, in the free and 
fall expreflions of your care » piety and zeal , and of 
like zffections of that wholeNation, to aſliſt and concurre 
with the Parliament here, by all good and lawfull means , 
for ſerrling of Religion in godly unity and uniformatie 
throughout all his Majeſties Dominions, againſt all the 
defizacs, power and malice of þloudie Papiſts', and 
the Prelaticall Fation , with all their malignant adhe» 
rents, the common enemies of Reformation , truth and. 

cACe. | 
, We are likewiſe much ingadged to the great vigilancie 
and trayels of the honourable Convention of the Eſtates of 
Scotland , in contributog their brotherly adyice , and for 
324k tew 
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Aſſembly, 1642. 181 
their readineſſe to give afliſtance for recovering and ſerrlit 
the peace of this Kingdome, againſt the devices, poweran 
practices of rhe enemies of Religion , and the publick 
Good , whereof ſome hints are givenin that Anſwer and 
of which we doubt not bu: the honourable Houſes of Parlia« 
ment will be ſo ſenſible as togive ſuch a return as becomes 
them : for they, berter knowing then we do, the deprh 
of the evils under which this Nation now groanerh, and the 
further dangers imminent, w'll be more able to value and 
improve tlie great afettion and wiledome of thetr Brethren, 
in points of (o bigh and g2ncrall concernement , for the ſa- 
ferie and glory of the Kings Majeftie , and of all his King- 
domes, and are more fi: totake notice of advices of that 
kinde, inreference to the civil State > which therefore we 
wholly leave with them. 

Bur as for the many prudent, pious» and ſeoſonable admo- 
nitions which concern? our Aſſembly , rhe good Lord re | 
ward (for we cannot ) ſeveu fold into your boſomes all the 
good , which You have laboured to procure uuto the 
Houſe of our GOD; and blcffed be his Name who hath 
pur ſucha thing as this into the hearts of our Parlia- 
ment, to cl2:nie the Houſe of che Lord of al che unclea- 
_ chatis init , by impure Dodtrine, Worſhip, or Diſ- 
Cipline, 

as can we in the depth of all our ſaffeiings and ſorrows, 
withhold our h2arrs from rejoycing 12 the wonderful good- 
nes of God toward this Kingdome, in thar he hath ler us ſee 
the gracigus fruit of your effectuall prayers and teares, as 
well as of our own endeavours rhis way : In bringing roge- 
ther this Aﬀſembly, although in a very troublous time , 
whereby we may have berter opportunity more fully to 
poure out our ſoulesjoinrly and together to our GOD , 
for healing of this now miſerable Church and Nation : 
To conſider throughly , for what more feſpecially th? Land 
mourneth,and how we may be!moſtuſefull ro our great GOD 
and Maſter JESUS CHRIST ; In contributing 
ſom2whar tothe vindicating of his precious jtrath , many 


wayes corrupted through the craft of m2a that haye lyen in 
M 3 waic 
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wait to deceive : In the ſeeking out of a right way of wor= 
ſhippping ou: GOD according to his own heart: In pro-\ 
moting the power of Godlineſſe: in the hearts and lives of 
all hispeople, and 1n laying forth ſuch a Diſcipline as may 
be molt agreeable to Gqd3 hoiy Word , and moſt aprto pro«'! 
cure 2nd preſerve the peace of this Church at home, and 
nearer agreement with the Church of Scorland ( highly hoe 
noured by us)and other the belt reformed Churches abroad, 
Thatſoto the urmoſt of our power, we may exalt him that 
15 the only Lord over the Church , his own Houſe, inall 
1s Offices, and preſent this Church asa chaſt virgin unto 
Chriſt. W- 

_ Ir 1s a timely and favourie prayer which you have pilt up 
at the throne of Grace , rouching the due managing of the 
proceedinggin this Aſſembly , and that with ftraigth intene 
tions we may all ſeek the truth in every thing , which by the 
blefling of God upon our labours , muſt needs produce all/ 
* allrhote bleflings which your worthie Commiſſioners men- 

tion, And now, for your comfort as well as our ownen- 

couragement, we defire vou to take notice of the gracious 

anſwer of the God that hearerth prayer , unto your fervent 

cryes. Forbeſide our own particular addrefſes and ſecret 

vows to our God to be faithful ( with diſgain of all baits of 

avariceand ambition) it hath pleaſed rhe Divine Providence 

ſoto direct both the honourable Houſes of Parliament , to 

rake care of preventing all obliquitie in our proceedings, 

and to ſtop the mouthes of all that watch for their aud our 

halrings , and are apt malictoully ts traduce borh , ( as if 

we wece ſo reſtrained by rhem , in ur votes and reſoluti- 

ons, as tobe bound up tothe ſenſe of others. and to carry 

on private deſignes in a ſervile way ) that the Houſes haye 
rendered to us , and we have moſt readily taken a ſolemne 
and ſerious Proteſtation in the preſence of Almighry God, . 
ro maintain nothing in this Aſſembly touching Doctrine , 
bur what we are perſwaded in our conſciences to be the 
truth; nor in matters of Diſcipline, bur what we con» 
ceive to conduce moſt to the glory of God, and the good 
nd peace of his Church ; wiuch doth nor only ſecure the 
13 4:-x-ds x \ + — a rkos Member 
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Members againſt fettering of their judgements. or. vores » 
bur engage them to the uſe of all freedome , becoming the 
integrity of conſcience, the weight of the Cauſe , the gre 
yitic and honour of ſuch an Aſſembly. Ir is likewiſe a 
great conſolation , that our GOD hath put ir into your 

earts todeſigne fome godly andlearned Brethren to pur in 
their fickles with us into this Harveſt , which 15 ſo great, 
and requires ſo many Labourers ; for which, as we hearrily 
return thanks, ſo we earneftly pray the Lord'to open a way 
totheir timely coming hithez$ and do aſſure them of all re« 
ſtimonies of reſpect, love, and the right hand of fellow-' 
ſhip , who ſhall under =take ajourney {o tedious, and now 
ſo perillous, to joyne with us in the Work , when it ſhall 
pleaſe the hononrable Houſes of Parliament to invite them 
thereunto, . | 

It remaiuesthat we ſhould now ſpread before you our ca- 
lamities » dangers and fears of further evils, oor only draw- 
ing toward us, but even threatning you alſo; and crave 

our paſſionate aids in all wayes becoming the Servants of 
\-ſus Chriſt. But your Commiſſioners have ſo fully decla- 
red your certain knowledge and deep ſenſe of them , that 
they have left us no room for 1nlarging our ſelyes in chis 
parcicular , to Brethren ſo full of bowels and zeal. And 
they have ſufficiently intimated unto, the honourable Hou- 
ſes, thar yoware well aware how often the common ene- 
miesof both Kingdomes have conſulted rogether with one 
canſent ro cur off both the one and the other from being 4 
Nation , aud that the Tabernacles-of Edom, and the I;b- 


' maelites of Maeab , and the Hagarenr, Geball, Ammon , and 


Amalek , the curſed Papiſts, and their implacable and blou- 
dy Abcttors here, doſtill retain the ſame malice , and car= 
ry onthe ſame defigne againſt Religion , and perf & Ree 
formation even in your Ringdome , - happily reſcued from 
th-ir former tyrannies, as well as in this of ſcorched En- 
gland, now in the furnace: Only they have varied the 
Scene, pouring out all their fury upon usat the preſent: 
Thar ſo, having once troden us under as mire in the ſtreets, 
they may afterward more; eaſily ; ( whic1 God ayert) ſee 
their proud and impure feetupon your necks alſo. Where» 

M 4 fore 
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re with the good leave and fayour of the honourable Hows; Þ 53 
ſes of Parliament , we ſhall now (parerhe further exciting” it 
of you co that which we doubt not of your forwardnefſe by Þ 
all lawfull and meer means ro promote with all your might 384 
namely , the poſieſling the good people of that Kinzdome BY vv 
( of whoſe willing minde and readinefſe you have already 
given ample teſtimony) touching oyr condition, and to 
Encourage tem to our aſſiſtance 1n this Cauſe of Religion. 
And now remembring without ceaing your work of 
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope 1n our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, with all due acknowledgments of the precioug 
effects of your prayers; We moſt humhly and earneſtly de- 
fire > that the (ume breathings of rhe ſpirit in you may till 
conrinae , and (if poſſible) more frequently and ferventl 
aſcend ta your God , and our God , not only for removal 
of outward preſſures , and the \ifitation of the ſword , that 
hath already learned to eat much of eur fleſh , bur alſo for 
the ſpecial aſliftance and proteCtion of the Father of lights, | 
in this great Work unto which we are now called, and whee 1 
Tein we alrcady finde many and potent adverſaries: rhat 
Jeeing the plummet 1s now in the hands of our Xerubbabels, 
all mounraines may become plains, and they way bing © 
forth the capſtone of the Lords Houſe with shoutings, crying, Gra= « 
ge, graceumoit: 2nd thit how we:k and contemprivle butt 
ders io-yver we be, the Lord would enable us ro build with * 
them, that none may have caule to deſpiſe the day of our 'F 
Tma!l beginnings, nor to ſtop our progrefle in the work 
which hz hath given us ip do, . And as fort us , who cannot 
Þut take notice of the extraordinary employmems unto which 
youare calledin your great Aflembly ; now alſo ficting : 
God forbid that we ſhould fin againſt the Lord, in cn 
ro pray for you , that the Lord ma! enable you to be wile 
waltecbuilders , preſerve your peace alwayes by all means , 
2nd make you ſtedfaſt , unmoveable , alwayesabounding in. 
the work of the Lord) to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, 
and tothe further benefirand comfort of 4 whole Church 
of Goa , bur more eſpecially of this our afflicted Ark, now 
waſted into the midſt of a ſea of miſeries , and toſſed with 
zempeſts, untill oar wile and gracious God, by the farther- 
: | - ance 
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ance of your prayers and brotherly endeavours, ſhall cauſe 
ir.co reſt upon the mountains of Ararat , which may rake g« 
way Our fears , as well as put an end £0 Qur preſent ſufer- 
25 z and giVecYOuUto rejoyce with us, tiiat now mourn for 
Ps, | 
Weſtminſter , Auguſt 4. 1643+ 


Subſcribed by your moſt loving Brethren , higbly prifyng che 


races of (3:4 in you . and that are your Servants for leſus 
d Tile .m Sean of the whole Aſſembzy. jo bf 
1$ William Tuifſe, Prelocutor. _ ' | 
f Fobn White , Aſeſ 
orne {ius RS eng, Cof the Aſſembly, 
i _— gs, + Scribes | 
Adonuam Byfield, 


CO E—— 


the Committees of the Convention of Eſtatcs and 
General Aſſembly , appointed t0. meet 
with the Commiſieners of the Par- 
' liament of England. 


Auguſt 17. 1643» 


"He Commirt2es of the Convention of Eſtates of Scot« 
land, and of the General Aſembly , b<ing appointed to 
meet with the Commiſſioners of the ewo Houſes of the 
Parltatnent of England , upon the Papers delivered in by 
*F* the (aid Comm:{ioners . uno the Convention of Eſtates, 
and unto the General-Aflembly, upon the x2.and 15,of this 
inſtant 1643. Concerning the deſires of both Houſes , for 
a near and itrict Union to be entered into by the rwo Ki 1g- 
domes. Andir being declared at the {aid meeting , w1 
' What ſentfible affetions the General Aſſembly and Conven= 
tion, did receive the defires above-mentioned : And how 
beneficial it would be for the more firme ſertlement of the 
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Aid union » thata Covenant ſhould be entred into by bot 


Nations : Andthis forme thereof being by all the foreſaid” the 
perſons taken into moſt ſerious debate and: conſideration, jc 


and agreed unto : Ir was thereupon reſolved by them , thay” 


it ſhould b2 preſented to the General Aflembly, to the Cons. 
vention of Eſtates of Scorland , and to the rwo Houſes of 


the Parliament of England , by their reſpeRive Committees. 


and Commiſſioners ,. that it might with all ſpeed receivg. 


their reſpective reſolutions, 
| Ja. Primeroſe, 
Subſcribed A. KF . 
William Bond Sec, Com 


—— — A 


The League and Coveuant above-mentioned , being 
ſent with the Commiſſioners of this Aſſembly, to 


the Parliament of England, and Aſſembly of. 


Divines in that Kingdome , to be recerved and 
epproven there, is to be printed at the returs 
thereof. 


— —— — 
P__ 


eApprobation of the League and Covenant. 


above- mentioned. 


\ 


'T He Aſſembly having recommended unto a Committee, ' 


appointed by them to joyne with the Committes of the 


Honourablz Convention of Eftates , and the Commiſſioners ,. 
of the Honourable Houſes of- the Parliament of England, - 


for bringing the Kingdomes to a more near conjunction 


a 


- 
— a «lc. oo as Aw@©. cars 


and Union, received from the aforefaid Committees , the } 


Coyenant above-mentioned , as the reſult of their conſulra», 


tions : And baving takenthe ſame , as a matter of ſo pu- 
blick concernment>and of ſo deep importance doth requites 
unto their graveſt-conlideration , Did with all their hearts, 


Lo .- 
Dy a 
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oth J.od with the beginnings of che feelings'of that joy which 
aid F hey did finde 1n ſo great meaſure upon the renovation of 
On, F:he National Covenant of this Kirk and Kingdome , All 
ne F yich one voice approve and embrace the ſame, as the moſt 
o_ powerfull meane, by the bleſſing of G OD, for (ertlin 

* OFF 2nd preſerving the true Protceftanc Religion » with perfe 

ees F Peace in his Majeſties Dominions , and probagating rhe 
We FJ fameto other Nations, and for eſtabliſhing his Majeſties 
throne to all ages and generations. And therefore with their 
beſt afleftions recommend the ſame ro the Honourable 
Convention of Eſta'es , that beirg examined and approved 
- Y bythem , ir may be ſent with all diligence to the Kingdome 
t J of England : that being received and approven there , the 
fame may be with publick humiliation , and all Religious 
and anſwerable ſolemnirie, fworn and ſubſcribed by all crue 
Profeſſours of the reformed Religion , and all his Majeſties 


.d good Subjects in both Kjngdomes. 
—_—_ jo _ 
. f lt. Juguft 19. 1643. 


The Aſſemblies bymble deſires to his © Majeſtic anent the 
Liſts for Preſentattons 1 With @ Recommen- 
| dation to Presbyteries, | 


: 1 Ba Aſlembly confidering the difficultic of ——_— 
ſix able and well qualified Perſons to be put intoa Li 
\ | tohis Majeſtic , fogevery vaiking Kirk at his Majeſtics Pre= 
ſentation : Therdfore do moſt earneſtly recommend 10 
his Majeſties Commiſſioner , to repreſent their humble de- 
fires to his Majeſtie, that he would be pleaſed ro accept of 
aLiſtof three : As alſo conform ro the defire of the laſt 
Aſlemblyat S. Andrews,that his Majeſtie would be pleaſed 
to accept of any one qualified man z who ſhall be ableto 
op the Triſh Language for Kirks vaiking inthe Highlands: 
Which the Commiſſioners Grace promiſed ro do with the 
firſt conyeniencie, 
And withallhis Grace repreſenting to rhe Aſp mbly,riar 
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he conceived his Myjeſtie had already done more ; and are 

would do more for ſari>faftion to the deſires of rhisKigh ma 
- anent Patronages, nor any other Patron : And theref 
that it were convenient char all ather Patrons were earned: 
ly deſired to follow his M:jzſti2sexzm»le ; And che Aﬀy 
bly thinking it very n=c=iJary tha! ſome G2neral courſe were 
ſer down [0 providing and -plin:mg of vaiking Kith 
whereby all occaſions of conteſts and differences amongt# 
Patrons, Pres vvterizs,and Paroches miy be removed: [hes 
fore the Ailemvly recommnend toey-:,y Pregbyrerie , ro Cot 
ſult and adviſz upon the be't wayes and m2ans for effedhiz. 


\ 


ing herzof, And to report che reſults of their conſultation © cr 
kereintill ro th2 next Allemoly, 'L 
01 


n_——_— Ra — 


Overtures anent /Vitch-craft , and 
Charming 5 Oc 


He abundance and.increaſe of the fin of Witch-craft, 
4 in all the ſorrsand degrees ot. ic in this time of Reformp 
tion, isto b2 takento heart by this reverend Aﬀembly, 


ſhine in our Land) and profaneſle of life. 

ITI. Ofch:m:ans and wayes tobring themro a confel 
fionand cenſure, which we conceive to be, that a ſtands F 
ing Commillion for a certain time be had from the Lords 
of Secrer Councel, or Juſtice G2nerall, to ſome under 
ſtanding Genelemen and Magiſtrates within the bounds ef 

- Presbyreries that ſhall crave it, giving them power to ap* 
prehend, try. and execute Jjultice againſt ſuch perionarey 


who would to that end confader, tl 

I Of the occaſions thereof, which are found to be theſe Þ Þb 
eſpecially, extremity of grief, malice, paſlion , and deli} f 
-of revenge , ' pinching povertie, ſolicitation of other Þ | 

. Witches and Charmers; for in ſuch eaſes the devill affak Þ} 1 
them, offers aid2, and much prevails. ES 

I I. Of thereaſons and cauſes of Satans prevailings I 
which are grofle ignorance , infidelirie , want of the log JF} | 
of the truth ( whica GOD hath made (o long and clearlyt | 

4 
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d: ae guilty of Witch » craft within theſe Presbyteries ; Fos 
if many Paroch-s wantthe concurgence of civill Magiſtrates. 
1 V. Of the grounds of apprebending them; Whicti 
9. may be a reigning brute of W:rch-craft, b:cked with di- 
Lf lacions of confeſling Witches, being confronted with them 3 
»ll for it is found that the dilations of two 'or three con- 
tf fefling Witches , hath ordinarily proved true : Alfo de- 
t# poſitions of honeft perſons, anenr malefices commirred , 
or cures uſed by them , may bea ground of apprehending 
them. | 
Y. Being apprehended, there would behoneſt and dif 
creer perſons appointed rowatch them; for being lefr alone- 
they are in danger to be ſuborned and heardened by oxhers , 
or of deſtroying themſelves. \ 
VI. Miniſters would be careful at all times, efpectally 
Morning and Evening , rodeal withthem , by Prayer atid 
Conference , whiies they are 1n priion orreſtraint, 
V jI. The means jco prevent the grouth of this wicked4 
neſie , are, 2 
That Miniſters be every way careful and painful in warns 
ing people of the danger thereof, and of Satans temprart- 
ons » both privately and publickly , and to inſtru rhemt in 
the knowledge of the Goſpell, and ron of Religion, 
by plain cathecheſing, to urge hvely faith in Chriſt, which 
fairh Witches beſtow otherwiſe ; Alſo to preſſe holinefſe of 
life, and fervent prayes in private , andin Families , | and 
in publick , that they be nor ledinto remptaticnz And to 
uſe the cenſures of the Kirk againſt profane perſons, ſuch as 
- Curſers > Whoores, Drunkards, and ſuch like, for over - 
ſuch like , he gets great advantage. Finally , iris requifits 
for preventing of this hainous ſ!n , thar peopleſeck knows 
ledge ſtudie ro beleeve, walk in holinefle, and continue. 
conſtant andinſtant in prayer. | 
"And becauſe Charming isa ſort and degree of Witche 
craft, and roo ordinary in the Land It would be injoyned 
to all Miniſters to take particular notice of them , 'ro 
ſearch them out, -and ſuch as conſult with rhem, and that the 
Elders carefully concurre in ſuch ſearch ; And this Aﬀemns 


bly would think on: an uniforme way gf Sealnring 
"Eo « 


=> 
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Charmers » andſuchas employ chem, or conſult with then 
pramo quoque tempore. 

The Aſiembly approves the articles and Overtures aforeſaid, And: 


ordames every Presbyterie to take to ther further confideratinl 
by what ot her wayes or means, the fins aforeſaid of Witch-cra : 


7 
*H, 


21 — . 


Commiſſion for Miniſters to go tolreland;: 
T He General Aﬀſembly having received a Petition ſubs 


icribed by avery great number in the North of Ir& 
land , intimating their deplorable condition thoug| 
wanrofthe Minittery of the Goſpel; occaſioned by they 
rannie of the Prelats z and the ſword of the Rebels, 
andj deſiring ſome Miniſters , eſpecially ſuch as had 
chaſed from them by the perſecution of the Prelats, an 
ſome others to be added, either to be ſenr preſently &. 
yer to relide among them , or declared tranſportablel, 
thar upon invitation from them » they might go an 
ſertle there : Togerher with a Letter from the Vicount( 
- Airds to that ſame efteft. All whichthe Afembly hath 
taken to their ſerious conſideration , being moſt hea 
willing to, ſympathize with every Member of Chriſt his 
body , dacch neyer ſo remote , much 'more with that 
plantation there , which for the moſt part was a branch 
of the Lord his vine , planted in this Land- In which 
ſolicitude , as they would be loath to uſurpe without 
their own bounds , or ſtretch themſelves beyond their 
own meaſure , ſo they dare not be wanting to the inlat- 
gement of Chriſts Kingdome, where ſoloud a cry of ſexs 
rreme neceſlity , could nor but ſtir up the bowels of Chris: 
. Nian compaſſion. Aud although they fconceive , that the: 
reſentunſerttled condition both of Church and State in that 
Tand, will not ſuffer them (as yet) toloole any to make 
any conſtant abode there ; yet they have reſolved to ſend's- 
ver ſome for the preſent exigent, till the next general = 
empiry 
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__ 7 , bycourſes, to ſtay three moneth allanerly. And 
F runs Kh thereby anckorine and give Commilion to the 
© perſons following, to wit , Maſter Wiliam Cockburn e Mini- 
I} cr at Kirkmichell, and Maſter Matthew Mackaill minifter 
a: Carmanoch , for the firſt three moneths,, be inning upon 
3] the 8. of September next. Maſter George Hatchi[on Miniſter 
| at Calmonell, and Maſter Hugh Henderſon Miciſter at Dar= 
[| , ſor the next three monerhs, beginning the 8. of Decem- 
ber. Maſter William Adair Miniſter ar Air ,' and Maſte: Fob 
Weir Miniſter at Dalſerfe , for the third three monerhs , -be« 
© | ginning the 8. of March, 1644. And M:fler James Hamile 
© | om Miniſter at Drumfreis » and Maſter 7obn Macclellane Mis 
i {| ciſter at Kirkubrighr for the laſtthree moneths , beginning 
& | the 8. of June, the ſaid year 1644, To repair unto the 
"1 North of Ireland, and thereto viſit , inſtruct, comfort , and 
5 


encourage the ſcattered flocks of Chriſt Toemploy then 
ſelves ro their utrermoſt with all fairbfulnefſe and fingle= 
nefſe of heart in planting and pans according to the 
directian of Jeſus Chrilt , and according to the Doftrine! 
and Diſcipline of this Kirk inall things. And if aced be 
(with the concurrence of ſuch of the Miniſtersas are there} 
totry and ordain ſuch as ſhall be found* qualified for the Min 
niſtery; Giving charge umto the perſons foreſaids in the 
a. of God, that in Doctrine , in Worſhip, in Diſci= 
ve, and in their daily converſation, they ſtudy to ap- 
prove themſelves as the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; And that 
they be countable tothe Gener. Af, ofthis Kirk in all things. 
And in caſe of any of the aboye-mentioned Minifters be ime 
peded by ſicknes» or otherwayes neceſlarily detained from 
this ſervice ; The Aſſembly ordains the Commiſſioners re= 
fiding at Edinb. for the publick affairs of theKirk,to nominas 
tein their place well qualified men , who hereby are authori- 
zed ro underrake.rhe foreſaid imployment,as if they had beert , 
Eexpreſly nominatefhe face of the Aſſemb. And this although 
poſlibly ir ſhall nbc fully fatisfie the large expeRarion of 
their Brethren in Ireland : yetthe Aſſembly 1s. confident 
they will take in good part ar thisrime that which is judged 
moſt convenient tar the preſent condition, even a mite our 
$irheix 924 og5 voy great plentic ig ſupply the preſent 
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neceflity: Requiring of them no other recompence, but t& 
they in all cherrfulnefſe may embrace and make uſe 'of ths 
Meſſage of Salvation ., and promifing to inlarge their ins | 
debred bounti- at the next Aſſembly , as they ſhall Sade the Þ - 
Work of the Lord there to require. in the mean while | 
wiſhing that theſe whq are ſent, may come with the fall 
bleſſing of the Goſpel of peace , recommends them, their þz.. 
bours , and theſe rg whom they are ſetit, ro the rich bleſiths | 


"of the great Sheepherd of the flock. 


——_ _— " _ 


—— 


— 


AG againſt Miniſters haunting wo 


communicate perſons. 


th ex. 


J* any Miniſter hauntthe company of an excommunicate 
perſon , contrar to the Lawes of this Kirk ; Theſ2id Ms 
niſter for the firſt fault ſhall be ſuſpended from his Miniſte« 
rie by his Presbyterie, during their pleafure : Andforthe 
ſecond fault be deprived, And in caſe the Presbyteriesbe 
negligent herein , the Provincial Aﬀernbly ſhall cenſurethe 
Presbyterie thus negligent. ” | 


_— F4 AM. —_—_ 


Qu—— 


AG anent an order for uſing civil Executim 
againſt Excommwunicate Perſons. ' 


He Aſſembly taking to their conſideration an Artick 

'& in the Heads and Propoſitions ſent to the Aﬀſembly 
held at Edinburgh, in Auguſt» 1573, by the Lord Res 
gents Grace, andallowed by that Aſſembly : Whereof the 
the tenour ſollowes. It is reſolved that the F xecuticns of the 
ſentence of Excommunication azamſt Perſons excommunicate  aftet 
the ſpace of fourtie dayes jaſt : chall be preſented to the Lord The® 
ſaurer or his Clerk , who thereupon rhall raiſe L etters by deliverance 
the Lords of Seſsion , to charge the Perſons Excommunicate ,w 

| fride the Kirk . and obtain! themſelves abſolv d under the Fay p 
Rebellion : 4nd in caſe they paſſe ro the Home a #0 © rom 
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 Eſcheits be taken up 3 and alſo to'raiſe and cauſe execute L etters off 
Caption againſt them ; And theſe ts be done at the ings Mas 


jeſtzes charges : Doracihe and approve the ſaid Arricle And 
farther thar the inrention cf the ſaid: Article may be the ber- 


 rer etiectuate , doth alſo ordain , that every Presbyterie 


cauſe fend ro the Procuraror, or Agent of the Kirk, the 


1 forefaid Execution , thatis , an minure or note of the ſen- 


rences of Excommunicatien within their bounds , bearing 
the time and cauſe thereof : _ a under the hands of the 
Moderatour or Clerk of the Presbyterie, or of the Mi- 
niſter who pronounced the ſentence 3 That the ſamine may 
be delivered to lis Majeſties Theſaurer + Advocare , or A = 
gent, Tocauſe Letters of Horning and Caption be raiſed 
and execute , and other diligence tobe uſed againſt the Ex= 
communicat Perſons in manner foreſaid. And that all other : 
civil action and diligence may be uſed againit them , war« 
ranted and provided by Acts of Parliament, or ſecxer Coun= 


- cel madethereanent: And that particular account be craved 


hereof1n every General Aﬀembly. 


mm. 


TO THE KINGS MOST 
EXCELLENT MAJESTIE, 


The humble Anſwer of the National Aſem- 
bly of the Kirk of Scotland, 


A-toveh the many and atyple teſtimonies of Your Ma= . 
;efties Royal favour and bountie towards this Kirk and. , 


\Kingdeme be living and laſting Monuments tonold all Tray 


Majeſties good SubjeAs and us moſt of all, in remembran 
of that duty , which we owe to Your Majeſtie our great 
Benefactour , never by any length of rimero be deleted out 


.of our minds : Yer when we remember even of con- 


ſcience we owe honour and'fubjetion unto Your Majeſtic 
as our dread Soveraigne, as well in Your Majeſties 2bſence 
as preſence , We finde our obligation to be Religious , and 

N thereby 
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thereby much increaſed : And therefore have we at this 
time in all our conſultations and concluſions,of which ſome 
have been of more then ordinary weight and concernment, 
in anſwer to certain Propoſitions , made unto us by the 
Commiſſioners of the Houſes of Parliament of-Your Mas 
jeſties Kingdome of England, and ſome Reverend Divines 
aſliſting them, fixed our eyes and thoughts upon Your Ma- 
'eſties honourand happinefle , with no other and with no 
ele intention » then if wg, had been honoured by Your 
Majeſties Royal Perſon in Bur Afembly. And in like 
manner have given ſuch Inſtructions to ſome Miniſters and 
others, to be ſentunto the Aﬀembly of Divines now in 
England , as next unto the honour of God , andthe good 
of Religion , may moſt ſerve for Your Majeſties preſerva- 
tion , and the peace of Your Kingdomes : Concerning 
which, the Commiſſioners of the laſt General Afſzmbly have 
ſofully expreſt their humble thoughts and deſires in their 
Supplication and Remonttrance ſent unto Your Majeſtie, 
that we need not adde any thing, and Your Majeſties times 
and affairs forbid all repetition, We do onely in all hunbrie 
beſeech Your Majzſtie to judge of us and our proceedings, 
by the-nature and neceſſity of our vocation, andthe rules 


uncertain rumours , and ungrounded reports of ſuch men 
a$ have not the fear of God before their eyes. And doears 


neſtly pray to God Almighty , in whoſe hands are the hearts 


of truriz and peace , to diret Your Government for the 
"good of your People , the puniſhment of male»fattours, 
and praiſe of well-doers , that this fire of unnatural and un- 
chriſtian warre being extinguiſhed, the People of God, Your 
Majeſties good Subjects may lead a quier and peaceable lite, 
inall godlineſſe and honeſtie, 


preſcribed inthe word of God for our direction, and not by 


of Kings , toincline Your Majeſties heart to the counſels. 


w 
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The Anſwer of the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland , to the. Declaration of 
the henourable Houſes of the Parliament 
of England. 


He General Afembly of the Church of Scotland , ha- 
ving received a Declaration from the honourable 
Houles of the Parliament of England , by their Commnt- 
wes and Commillioners now refiding here ; have thought 
ood ro make knowne unto the Lords and Commons in 
© tiamane » that all che Members of this Aſſembly, and 
others well-affected here, do with moſt thankful reſpeRs, 
take ſpecial notice of the expreſſions which they haye beem 
pleaſed ro make in the afore-named Declaration » not only 
concerning their approbation of the deſires and endeayours 
of the General Aﬀembly of this Kirk , for the Reforma- 
tion of the Church of England , and the union of both 
Churches in Religion and Church-government ; bur alfo 
concerning the reſo{ution of both Houſes , fully ro con» 
curre with them 1n theſe pious intentions. With the ſame 
thankfulneſle and que reyerence , they acknowledge the 
high reſpects exprefſed towards them by both Houſes , in 
directing unto them their Committees and Commiſſioners, 
afſiſted by tworeverend Divines, and in defiring ſome of 
the godly and learned of this Kirk tobe ſent unto the Aſſem- 
bly ficring there. 
The Aflembly doth blefſe the Lord , who hath not only 
inſpired the Houles of Parliament with deſires and refolu- 
tions of the Reformation of Religion , but hath advanced 
by ſeveral ſteps and degrees that bleſſed Work 3 By which, 
as they ſhall moſt approve themſelyes ro the Reformed 
Churches abroad , and to their Brethren of Scotland , fo 
ſhall chey moſt powerfully draw even from Heaven the bleſ- 
tings of proſperity and peace upon England, And as 1tis 
the earneſt wiſh of their Brethren here , thar the true ſtare 
and ground of the preſent differences and controverſies in 
England may be more and more cleared to be concerning 
1; NY Relig- 
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Religion , and that both Houſes may unceſſantly proſecute 
that good Work fir{t and aboveall other matters , giving no 
fleep ro their eyes, nor ſlumber to their eye-lids, until 
they finde out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the 
mighry GOD of Facob, whoſe favour alone car make their 
mountain ſtrong, and whoſe preſence.in his own ordinances 
ſhall be their glory 1n the midit of them : So iris our confi« 
dence , that the bzgun Reiormation is of GOD, andnor 
of man; thatit ſhall increaſe, and nor decreaſe; and that he 
ro whom nothing is to hard , who can make mountaines, 
valleyes, crooked; things, ſtraigth , and rough. wayes, 
ſmooth , ſhall lead along and make perfect this moſt won- 
derful Work, which jſhall be remembred to hisglory in the 
Church throughoutall generations. 

And leſt through any defect upon the General Afems 
blies part, the Work of Reformation ( which hithertoto 
the great grief of all the Godly hath moved fo ſlowly) ſhould. 
be any more retarded or interrupted, they have accordin 
to the renewed deſires of both Houſes of Farltment, 2 
their own former promiſes, rominated and el:Cted Mafter” 
Alexander Henderſon, Mr Robert Douglas , Mr Samuel Ruthere 
foord , Mir Robert Balzie , Vit George Gilleſpie , Minilters of 
Gods Word ; and Fobn Earle of Gas'ils, John Lord Maits 
land , and Sir Archbald Jonhſtuon of Warittoun , ruling El- 
ders, all of them men much approved here ; With Com- 
misfton and power to them, orany thiee of them , wheie« 
of two ſhall be Miniſters, to repair unto the Aſſembly of 
Divines, andothers of the Church of England, now fitting 
ar Weſtminſter, to pro-ound , conſult, treat , and con- 
clude with them , and with any Commuttees deputred by the 
Houſes of Parliament * if ir ſhall ſecme good to the honours 
able Houtes in their wiſedome to depurte any for that end) 
in all ſuch things as may conduce to the utter extirpation of 
Popery , Prelacie, Herefie, Schiſme , Superitition and I» 
dolatrie , And for the ſerling of the ſo much defired Union 
of this whole {land in one forme of Church - goyernment, 
one Confesfiori of Faith , one common Catechiſme , and . 
one Direttorie for the Worſhip of GOD, according to 
the Inſtructions which they have xeceivred , or ſhall receive 
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from the Commisfioners of the Generall Aflembly appoint- 
ed co meetat Edinburgh from time to time , with the As- 
em blies power for that end. -And as the Generall As/em= 
blydoth molt gladly and affeAionatly receive and fully rruſt 
the Committees and Divines ſent hither, ſo do they hereby 
commend the afore-named Commisfioners , not onlyro the 
like afteCtion and truſt of the Aſ«mbly there , bur alloto 
the favour and protection of both Houſes of Parliament. 

And for the further ſatisfa&tion and encoutagement of 
their Brethren of England,the whole Aſſembly in their own 
name , and jn name of all the particular Churchesin this 

K:ngdome, whom they repreſent ; Do hereby declares thar 

from cher zeal to thegloryof GOD , and propzgtion of 

the Goſpel, from thejr afeRtion to the happineſle of their 
native King, , and ofthe Kingdome of England, and from 
the ſenile of their own jnrereſt in the common dangersof 

Religion, Peace, and Libertie, They are moſt willing 

and ready to be united and asfociated. with cheir Brethren 

in anearer League and ſo!emne Covenant for the maintes, 

nance of thetruly reformed Proteſtane Religion, againit Po- * 

pery and Prelacie, and ag?inlt all Popith and Prelar1cail cor- 

wWptious, 1n dottrine, diicipline , worthip, or Chiirch- 
government » and for the ſertling and holding faſt of uniry 
and uniformity berwixt the Kairks of chis Iſland , and 
with the beſt reformed Churches beyond ſea, Which, 

Union and Coyenant, ſhall with Gods ziulteambe ſecondeds 

by their cooperating with their Brethten in the uſe of the 


beit and molt effectuall meanes rhat may ſerve forſo good 


ends; For the more (peedy. effectuaring whereof, t6 the 
comfort and inJargement of their diſtresſed Brethren(whoſe 
hop: Geferred might make theirhearrs ro faint) the whole 
As/embly with grear unanimity ofjudgement, and expres= 
hons of much attectjon have approved (for their part ) ſuch 
2 draught and forme of a muruall Leaguand Covenant be= 
twixt the Kingdomes, as was the reſult of the joint deba: , 


res*aglel oconſulrations of the Commiſſioners from both + ama 


Houſes > aſſiſted by the two reverend Divines', and of 
the Committees deputed from the Convention of the Eſta- 
tes of this Kingdome , and from the Gentall Aſſembly : 
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ExpeQting and wiſhing the like approbation thereof by the 
right honourable the Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
and by the reverend Aſſembly there, T har thereafter it may 
be {olemnely (worne 3nd ſubicriþzd in both Kingdomes, as 
the (ureſt and ſtraireſt obligation to make both Rand and fall 
together in that cauſe of Keligion and Liberrtie. 

Asthe Eſtates of this Kingdome have often profefled jn 
their former Declarations , the imegritie of their Iatentiong 
againſt rhe common enemies of Religion and Liberue ig 
both Kingdomes , and their great aiiection to their Bree 
thren of nnd , by reaſonof ſo many and fo near rela- 
tions : So doubtleſſe now in this time of need they will 
not fail to give reall proof of what before they protefled, 
A friend loveth at all times , and abrother is born for adverſite, 
Neither ſhali the Aſſembly,or their Commiſſioners be wants 
ing in exittorting all others to their duty , or in concurring ſo 
far as belongeth to their place and vocation, with the Eſtatey 
now conveened , in any lawfuland poſiible courſe-which 
may moſt conduce to the good of Religion and Reforma- 
tion, the honour and happineſſe of the Kings Majeltie, the 
deliverance of their Brethren of England from their preſent 
calamitous condition, and to the perpetuating ofa firme and 
happy peace betwixt the Kingdomes, 
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The Aſiemblies Anſwer to the right reverend 
the Aſſembly of Divines in the Www Church 
oj England. J 


Right reverend a nd dearly beloved, 


ATE ſufferings of Chriſt abound in you , So our heartie 
deſire to Godis that your conſolations may much more Þ 
abound by Chriſt. The' perufing of your Letter ,  produ- 
ced in every one of us ſuch a mixture of affeions, as were 
at the laying of the foundation of rhe ſecond Temple , 
wherethere was heard both ſhouting for joy, and mu 
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aloud 5 We rejoyced rhar Chriſt our Lord had at laſt in 
that Land createda new thing, in calling together , not as 
before of a Prelaricall Convocationſto be'task-maſters over 
the people ofthe Lord, bur an Afſembly of godly Divines , 
minding the things of the Lord , whoſe hearts are ſer to 
purge the defiled Houſe of GOD in that Land : yer this 
our joy was nota little allayed by the conſideration of the 
fad and deplorable condition of that Kingdome , where the 
high provocations of ſo many years , the helliſh plors of fo 
many enemies in a nick of time , have brought in an inunda- 
tion of over-flowing calamities: We know you are patiently 
bearing the indignation of the Lord, becauſe you have fin= 
ned azainfl him, till he thronghly plead your cauſe , and 
diſquier the inhabitants of Babylon , who now laugh a- 
mong themſelves , while you are fed with the bread of 
tears, and get tears todrinkiu great meaſure, being on the 
mountains like thedoves of the valleyes, all of you mour- 
ning every ofhe for his in1quitite., | 
It is now more nor evident toall the Kirks of Chriſt, with 
what implacable fury and helliſh rage , the bloud - thirſtie 
Papiſts, as Babylon without, and thePrelatical) Faction » _ 
the children of Edom within, having adjoyned torhemſelves 
many mali2nant adherents , of time - ſerving Atheilts , 
haters of holineſie, rejeCters of the yoke of Chriſt, (to . 
whom the morning light of Reformation is asthe ſhadow of 
death) have begnn to fwallow up the inherirance of rhe 
Lord, andare not eaſily ſatisfied in making deep and long 
furrowes on your backs. We cannot fay that the loudnefle of 


- your cry 'ſurpaſſeth the heavinesſe of your ſtroake 3 bur 


though the Lurd hath delivered the men, every one into his neighbours 
hand. ;and into the hand of bis Kino,and they have ſmitten the L and, 
yet etherod of the wicked 5hall not not reſt upon i he lot of the righteous; 
This cloud ſhall ſpeedily pasſe away , and a fair ſun- ſhine 
ſhall appear. | 
As for us, though your extre2me calamitie did not thre® 

aten{the ruine of our Religion, Peace , and Liberties, as 
it doth moſt evidently, we would hare our ſelves, - if we did 
not finde our hearts within ns melting with compaſſion over 
you: Youare engraven on the rables of our hearts ro live and 

; N 4 die 


200 - * The General 
die with you: 'we could defire that our heads were waters; 


and our eyesa foun:ain of rears, that we might weep day 
and night for the ſlain ofthe danghrer of the Lords people z 


So calamitous a condition of any of the Kirks of Chriſt, 


- coulanot bu: be very grievous unto us ; How much more 


ſhall nor weſtoup and fall down in the duſt ro embrace ous. 


deareſt Brethren of England , to whom we are tied inio 
nearand tender.relations, When we were but creeping 
qut of the deep darknefle and bondage of Popery , and were 
almoſt cruſhed with the tury of Forreigne Invaders , joined: 
with inteſtine enemies » pretending rhe name and warrand, 
of authority , as now your oppreflours do 3 Then did rhe 


Lord by your Farhers ſend us ſeaſonable aſliftan- e againſt. 


that intended and begun bondage both of ſoul and body : 
The repayment of which debr , the Divine Providence 
{eeme:h now to require ar our hands. And whertas of late. 
through our ſecurity we had failen into a wof ill relapſe,and-: 
were compaſled about with dreadfull dangers ox all hands , 
while we aymed at the recovery of qur former puritie and 
Ubertie : Then we wanted not the 1a: geſupply of your fers 
yent Prayers, and other brotheriy afſittance of that Nations 
while thoſe whoare now your malignant enemies , would 
have {wallow ed us up. 

Theſe ſtrait bonds of your ancient ard late loye , do ſo; 
poſſeſſe our hearts, that when the motions of the Commis: 
Hioners of the honourzble Houſes of Parliament, and your 

Letters 1d Challenge our advice and aid for defence of Res! 


ligion, and advancement of Reformation , our i moaking * 


defires for a more ſtrict Union and Uniformitie in Religion 
betwixrt both the Nations , did break forth into aveh<ment 
flame , wy ſuch fort, as when the draugt of a League and 
Covenant betwixt both Kinzdames for defence of Relts 
:0n,&XCc. wasread in openaudience, it was {to unanimouſly 
and hcartily embraced , with ſuch a torrent of molt atteCtio- 
nate exprefiions , as none but eye orear witnefles can cone 
cerive,wiereof the two rever:nd Divines ſent from you to us 
peing then preſent, no doubt will give you anaccount, Net 
ther was it ſo onely with usbur alſo the honourableConvens 


tion of Eſtates here , with the ike harmony of afteRtionate. 
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expreſſions , did entertain the ſame ; So rhat we hope ro be 
reall and conſtant in profecuti::g the contents of this Cove- 
nant, - When we in our ſtraits fled to thELord , andentred 
in Coverant with him , he owned us and our Cauſe, rebuked 
and diflipated our enemies,and hitherto bath helped us, and 
blefed our entrepriſes with ſuccefſe from h:aven - norwirh- 
ſtanding our great weaknefſ« and unworthin-fſe We rruſt in 
the Lord, thar as once it was propheſied of !ſrael & ]udab, So 
ſhall Scorland & England ſha!l become one itick in the hand 
of the Lord, they ſhall ask the way to $zon , with their laces 
thitherward,ſaving, Come,let us joyne our telyes rorheLord 
ina perperual Covenant,that ſhall not be forgotten; .Anwto 
ſhall it come to paſle, rhat the Lords Jeruialemin this Itland, 
ſhal! bea cup of trembling , and a burthenſome ſtone to all 
thcir enenmes round abour, Though now tt be rhe rime of 
#acobs trouble, the Lord will deliver him ont of it. Reverend 
and dear Brerhren , we concetve your cate , and of all the 
Faithful in that Land to be no other rhen of a woman crying, 
trav<li-ng in birth', andpained t11þ the be delivered. J4he7 
greatred Dragon , (under whoſe ſtandard the ſons of BeliaP” 
are fighting) 18 your Arch enemy , This cannot burt'be a 
time of fear and ſorrow 3 But when rhe/ male childe ſhall 
be brought forth , the pain ſhall ceaſe , and the ſorrow ſhall 
be forgorten. We are very coatident in the Lord , that you 
will be fu1chful to Jeſus Chriſt, in the work commurtedto_ 
you by himin all his ordinances,an d riking neither founda « 
tion, corner-ſtone , nor any part of rhe rubbiſh of Babel ro 
build th» City thar.iscailed , The Lro#z2here : Bur mza(uring 
all with the golden reed of the Sanciuary,you ity more cloe 
ſely be united ta fkhe beſt Reformed Kirks , in Vodtrine, © 
Worſhip, and Government , that you may grow up in hun in 
all chings which 1s the head, even Chrilt, 

And now Reverend ani dear Br: hren , though we know” 
thar 101 abound in ali gifisand graces , tne Sp1:it of Jeſus 
Chriſt d2iog plenrifully powred out upon you, yer according 
to your defire and the motion made by the Commillioners of 
the Honourable Honſes of Paritzament, ta te/tifie our hear- 
ty ſympathie* with. you in the work of the Lord , We 


have nominate and elected ſome Godly and learned of 
N 5 this 
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this Church to repair to your Aſſembly. We doubt 


nothing of your hearty embracing them in the Lord, 
and their diligent concurrance with you in advancing that 
great work. 

Not onely the common danger we are under, but the con- 
ſcience of our duty to his ſuffering people , layerh bonds an 
us frequently to preſent you, and thatbleſſed Work of Re 
formation, in your hands, to the throne of Grace , that 
the GOD of all Grace , who will call you into hiseterns 
al glory by Chrilt Jeſus, after that you have ſuffered and 
2 while may make you perfect, ſtabliſh , ſtrengthen , ſets 
ue you. | 'S 


Edinburgh , Auguſt 19. 1643. * 


Suiſcribed in name of the Aſſembly of the Church of Seats - 


land, by the Clerk of the aſſembly. 
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The Aſemblies Anſwer to the R everend 


their beloved Brethren , C Miniſters in the 
Church of Engiand. | 


Reverend aud beloved , 


E acknowledge with thankfulneſſe to G O D, that this 

is one of the good bleſſings beſtowed upon our Kirk of 
Jate , anda pleaſant fruir of our free Aﬀſemblies , That a 
way 15 opened for keeping communion with our ſiſter Krrks 
abroad , and correſpondence with you our dear Bre- 
thren, in whole joy and ſorrow we haye fo near intereſt, 
and whoſe cauſe and condition we deſire to lay to heart as 
OUr. OWN. 

All your former Letters were moſt acceptable.and full of 
refreſhment untous, being taken as the earneſt of a more 
full and conſtant fellowſhip, longed after and hoped for : 
And this your laſt , although fall of ſadneſſe and ſorrow » 
yet accounted of usall molt worthy of our rendereſt affeftion 
and belt reſpects , both fox your cauſe who {cnt it » = oy 
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theſe worthy witneſſes which d1d atteſt ir : Wherein as you 


have given unto ys no ſmall evidence » not only of your 


love » butalſo of rruſt and friendly reſpe&t , by chooſing 
to poure out your grieved ſouls in our boſome ; So we thall 
with , and -Godwillirg . endeavour , that you may really 
ſinde ſome meaſure of brotherly compaſſion in our re- 
ceiving thereof. For theſe your fad expreſſions of deep for- 
Tow, being as you have given us to conceive bur a part of 
your complaint , and a Jamentation lefle then the cauſes 
doth require » cannot bur melt every heart , wherein there - 
isany the leaſt warmnefle of rhe love of Chriſt and hisSaints: 
And what Childe of the Bridegooms chamber , can hear the 
yoice of ſo many friends of the Bridegroom , lamenting for 
the evils which have befallenC hriſts Bride in England, in 


A the very night before her expected eſpouſals , and not fir 


down and mourn with them; except his heart be fallen a- 
ſleep and frozen within him > This pitiful condition of our 
fiſter Church in England hes matter enough we confette to 
move, yea, to rend our bowels. "Th 

If we ſhould weigh this your heavie grief in the ſcales of 
common reaſon , we behoved either to ſtand aloof from 
your plegue as men aſtoniſhed , or fink down in heavinefte 
and be {wallowed up of sorrow : but when we ponder your 
ſad condition inthe Ballance of the Sanctuary , we finde rhar 


' nothing hath as yer befallen unto you , fave that which 


hath been the exerciſe of the Saints-1in former times , 
who have been made to fit down for a while in the ſha- 
dow of death before the day. of their deliverance, We 
finde nothing - but that which may - be a fit Preparation 
for a comfortable our-gare from all your troubles. What 
if it was neceffary in the wiſe diſpenſation of Almigh- 
ty GOD, that a People in great eſtimation for wiſedome 
and power, ſuch as England , ſhould be thus farre hum- 
bled , as you declare , to the end that your deliverance 
may be ſeen hereafter ro be of the Lord , and nor of your 
ſelves > What if the Lord would not draw back his hand 
from the Wine-prefle wherein you now lye > till he ſhould 
draw forth from you thee pitiful expreflions of your low &. 
ſtate , and ſo provide himſelf witneſſes againſt rhe day ro 

come, 
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come , that he may have the greater and purerzlory in youp 
ſalvation , and your glor:iation may bein the Lord alone? 
Dear Brethren , comfort your ſelyes in the Lord ; this 
ſowing in tears, doth-promiſe a reaping in joy , and whg 


knoweth how ſoon he will give to you who are mourners | 


in Zion , beauty for aſhes, the oyle of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavinefle 3 That yoy 
may be called the rrees of 11ghreouſneſle, the planting of! the 
Lord, that he may be gloritied. 

Though weeping be in the evening of this begun Res 
formation and purging of the Lords Houſe among, you, 
yet in the morning when the diſcovered filthinefle and 
ſweepings of the Temple ſhall be orderly caft our , joy 
ſhall come” with thankſgiving and praiſe. Though a fire 
be kindled in the Land, yer 1: 1s not ro conſume. any of the 
mettal, forthe Lord is ficting down as a Refiner amonfiſt 
you , andeſpecially to purihe rhe ſons of Levs , that he may 
havea more pure oblation ct fpiritual worſhip and ſervicein 
all his holy ordinances throvghour all the Land , which's 
notoken of wratit , but of loving kindneſſe towards you, 
No- wonder tha: Satan doth thus rage , as you relare, fores. 
ſeeing his caſting our : No wonder he ftirre up all the 
children of diſobedience , "and kindle their natural malice 
againſt the children of God with the inſpiration of hellih 

Fury : No wonder the ſpirit of Antichriſt be mad , whey 
the morſel half ſwallowed down , is like to be pulled 
our of his throar, the far morſel of the rich Revenues of 
Kngland : No wonder he be cruell againſt you the ſervants 
of Chriſt > who are conſuming him by the breath of the 
Lords mouth. | 

You do well to expect no mercy » if Paviſts and Prelats 
prevail oyer you , neither defire we to deceive our ſelves 
with hopes to be free from what ther power and malice can 
do againlt us ; for they will not do to us if they ger the 
upper-hand , as we have done, and muſt do, 1f God bring 
them low again under us; as they were before 3 for we and 
they are led by the coutrary ſpirits of Chriſt , and Antt- 
chriſt : We have laboured , \and muſt labour for-cheir con- 
verkon, but they (except inſo far as God ſhall bridle _ 
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will not reſt without our deſtrudtion ; for their fury againſt 
our perſons 1s mnch more fierie then our zeal 15 fervent a- 
gainſt their abominarions : Ler them follow the ſpirit of 
lying 20d murthering, , we muſt rake us ro our refuge, and 
joyne our elves with all chat are ſenſible of 
the danger of the reformed Religion in prayer and ſuppli- 
cation. The Lord of Hoſts is with us » the God of Jacob is 
our refuge. 

Now -oradvice, what can we ſay to you who are upon 
your Watch-tower , whercin is ihe ſpiritof wiſedome and 
couniel 3 wio lye thus as humble Dilciples under the Lords 
foot > Who d1d never forſake them that ſought him. Goon 
inthe Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , againſt all oppoſi= 
tion , Without fear of whatſoever dangers , to purge the 
Houle of the Lord , to repair the breaches thereof, to ſer 
up all his Ordinances in their full beautie and perfeRtion, to 
the uttermolt of your power, according to the pattern of 
the Word oft GOD, and zeal of the beſt reformed Kirks;z 
And let theſe two Kingdomes be knit together as one man 
in maintaining and promoving the truth of the Goſpel. , Let 
us enter 10a pe! petual Covenant for our ſelves and our poſte- 
rity, to endevour that all things may be done tn the Houſe 
of GOD according to his own will , and ler the Lord 
do with us what ſeemeth good 1n his eyes. Only. wait 
upon the Lord , be of good courage , and he shall ſtrengthen 
your hears Let your hands be ever at your Maſters Work, 
and nold your faces reſolutely to his Cauſe. Watch ye, 


fland faſt in the faith , quite your ſelves like men \, be ſtrong , 


for ye 5hall ſee the ſalvation of the Lord , and your labour ſhall 


not be in vain, 


Subſcribed in name of the Generall Aſiembly of the 
Pourong of Scotland , by the Clerk of the (= 
ly. 
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Commiſſion of the Generall Aſſembly A for 


theſe that repair to the Kingdome of 
NO. England. 


He G2nerall &sſembly of che Church of Scotland» 

| finding 1t n2cesfary to ſend ſome{Godiy and learned 
of this Kirk tothe Kingdome of England , ro theet 

fect under-written. therefore gives full Power and Coms 
mittion to Maſter Alexander Henderſon , Maiter Robert Dour 
glas , Maſter Samuel Rutherfoord, Maiter Rob-rt Bailzie , and 
; Maſter George Galleſpie Miniſters, Tohn Earl. of Cailills» Jo 
Lord Maitland , and Sir ArchbaldFohnſtoun of Wariſtoun Ele 
ders, or any three of them , whereof rwo ſhall be Mink 
ſters , torepair tothe Kingdome of Enzland , and thereto 
deliver the, Declaration ſent unto thePariiamenr of England 
and the Letter ſent untothe' Asſembly of Divines now fit- 
ring in that Kingdome, And to propone, couſult, treat and 
conclude with that Asſ2mbly or any Commiſiioners depured 
by them, or any Committees or Commiſſioners depurted 
by the Houſes of Parliament , in all matters which may 


further the Union of this Ffland in one forme of Kirk-go» 


vernment, oneconfellion of Faith , one Catechiſme , and 
one Diredorie for the Worſhip of G O D, according to the 


Inſtructions which they have received from the Aﬀembly, 


or ſhall receive from time to time hereafter from rhe Com- 


miſlioners of the Afembly deputed for that effeft, With 


poweralſo to.them ro convey to his Majeſtie, the hnmble 


Anſwer ſent from this Asſembly to his Majeſties Letter , by 
ſuch occafion as they ſhall think convenient 3 And ſachlike 
to deliver the Asſemblies Anſwer to the Letter ſent from 
ſome wel- affeted Brethren of the Miniftery there. And 
generally authorizes them to do all taings which may fur- 
ther theio much deſired Union , and nzareſt conjuRtion of 
the two Churches of Scotland and England, conform t0 
their Inſtructions aforeſaid, 


_— me 


—— 
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Reference to the Commiſſion , anent the Per« 


ſons deſigned to repair to the the King dome 
of England. 


He Afembly having this day approven the nomination 

made by the Commiſſioners of the lare Aſſembly , of 
Perfons to repair to the Synod of Divines in England: And 
having of new elected and nominated all the ſame Perſons , 
except Maſter Eleazar Borthwick,, who is now with G OD. 
Therefore gives pawer to the Commiſſioners to be appoint» 
ed by this Aﬀembly for the-publick affairs ofthis Kirk , to 
nominate and appoint any other whom they ſhall think 
meetin his place. And ſuchlike the Aſſembly refers to 
the ſaid Commiiſion , to conſider whether it be convenient 
toſend now at this preſent time tothe Kingdome of Eng= 
land » all the Perſons appointed to go thither , and to de- 
fpne the Perions whom they think meer to goat this pre 
ſent occaſiou , todetermine the time of their diſpatch , and 
togive unto them their Inſtrutions. And further incaſe of 
fickneſſe or death of any of the Perſons appointed for that 
employment , Or 1n the caſe of any other neceſſary impedi- 
ment of their undertaking the ſamine ; Gives power to the 
ſaid Commiſſion , to nominate others in their place ifthe 
Commiſſion ſhall finde it convenienr. 


———— we A 


Commis ſion for the Publick uffairs 
of this Kirk, 


THe General Aſſembly, conſidering the laudable coſtome 
of this Kirk , in appointing Commisfions betwixt Af- 
ſemblies for the publick affairs of the Kirk, and the com- 
mendable practice of the late Aﬀembly art Saint Andrews, 
in appointing their Commiſſion-for proſecuting tht bleſſed 
'ork , for uniting the Kirks of this Iſland in Religionand 
Kirk-government , byali lawfull and Eccleſiaſtick wayes > 
or 
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for continuance of our ownpeace at home, and of the congl} 
Tao0n peace bvtwixt the two Nations, and for other gan 
ends » asatlength is expreſt in that Commisfion : And find 
wg thar the painful endevours and proceedings of that Cons 
misfion , unanimouſly approven 1n this ASlembly . thou 
they have much advanced that glorioas Work of Unity 1g 
Relicion and Government 3 Yet hes not brought the ſamine 
to-full perfeCtion and a fivall accomplizeEment: And the 
Asſ:mbly being now much animate and encouragedtopro» 
fecute that Work by the Pailiamenc of England their Bills 
paſt againſt Epiſcopacie , and ſundry other corruptions, 
and the good hopes of a ſolemne Covenant berwixt rhe Nas, 
tions, And conceiving that in thir times of danger. there may 
be ſome occaſions for conveening the Asſembly, before 
the rime indiCted for their next meeting. Therefore the 
A<ſembly finding it necesſary to appoiht a new Commisſian, 
By theſe preſents, nominates 2nd appoints Mr Andrew Ram 
ſay , Mr Alexander Henderſon , Mr Robert Douglas , Mr Will 
Coloil , Nir William Bennet , M1 George Gilleſpie , Mr Fobn A 
damfon, Mr John Sharpe, M: James Sharpe, Mr Willa 
Dalgleich , Mr David Calderwood . Nir Andrew Blackball , Me 
James Fleeming . Mr Robert Ker .' Mr Fohn Macghie , [\\.r Olwer 
Colt, Mir Hugh Campbell, Mr Adam Penman, Nir Richard Dicks 
fon, Mr Andrew Stevinſon , Mr Fohn Lauder, M: Robert Blait 
Mr $a nel-Rutherfoord , Mr Arthur Morton , Mr Robert Traill, 
Mr Frederick, Carmichell , Mir Mungo Law : Mr John Smith, 
Mr Fatrick Gilleſpre , Vir John Duncan, Mr lobn Hume , Mr 
Robert Knox , M William lameſor, Mr Robert Muras , Mt 
Henry Gutkrie , Mr James Hamilton , Mr Bernard San derfon, 
Mr Fobn Lewiſton , Mr James Boner , Mr Evan Cam:ron . Mr 
David Dichson . Mr Robert Bailzie , Mr James Cunninghame, 
M-: George Youurhs Mr Andrew 4uchinleck , Mr David Lind-. 
fay, Nr Andrew Cant, Mr JohnOiſwald . Mr William Dogs 
glas IM: Murdoe Mackenzie , Mr Coline Mackenzie Mr Job 
Monroe . ' i Walter Stuart Mimlters: Margueſe of Arg yes 
E:1e Marshell, Ea:le of Sutherland, Earle of Fglintoun, Earls: 
of Cosfils, Farle of Dumfermling, Earie of Lawderdadl, Fae 
of Lindſay , Eaxle of Queeniberrze , Earle of Dalhouſe ; Lord 
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Aſſembly, 1643: 


of Waucht- 
oun , Sir Archbald 7 obnſtoum of. Wariſtoun » dir David Hume 


4 of Wedderburne. » dir Alexander Areskine of Dun <» Sir 


Wiliam Cockburne of Langtoun , Sir Thomas Riithven of 
Fricland , Sir James .Arnos of Fernie » Sir Walter Riddelf 
of thar T'k., $1: Lodouick Howſtoun of that Ik , Sir Wile 
lim Carmichael Fiar of ihat IIk , Laird of Bonjedburgh , 
Laird of -— copped _ of Brodie , Sir SS _ = 
ames Denniſioun . Maſter, Barclay , Rutherfoord , Wil- 
am Glendinning , John Sonpil R ER gown , Maſter 
Hlexander Douglas , 'l o meer at Edinburgh the 21. . day 
of Auguſt next > and upon any other day thereafter , 
and in any other place they ſhall think good. And 
gives and grants unto them , or any fifteen of them , 
there 'being twelve Miniſters preſent”, full power and 
Commiſſton , ro conſider and performe what they finds 
neceſſary by Praying arid Preaching , by ſupplicating 
his Majeſtie and all the Judicatories of this Kingdome, 
by Declarations and Remonſtrances to the Parliamene 


'of England , to the Synod of Divines in that King= 


dome » by Informations , DireCtions , Inftruftions tos 
and continual correſpondence with the Commitſhoners, 
now deſigned by this Aſlembly to go to the Synod 


'of Divines in Fngland , or by any other lawful Eccle- 
faſtick wayes , f 


or fnrtherance of this great, Work , 
in the Union of this Iſland in Religion and, Kirk-go= 
yernment , and for continuance-of our own Peace-at 
home , and of the common Peace betwixt the Na= 
tions , and keeping of good correſpordenge betwixr the 
Kirks of this Iſland. With power alſo to them tecon- 


'Curre with the Lords of Councel , Commiſhoners of 


Peace , or with the Honourable Eſtates aſſembled in 
Convention or Parliament , or with their Commirtees 
and Commiſſioners » in proſecuting this. good Work at 
home or abroad by all Ecclefiaftick wayes. And ſuch- 
like with power to them to prevent the dangers contein- 
cd in the Remonſtrance , preſemedaars ds” 
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of Eſtates by the Commiſſioners of the late Aſſembly inÞ; 
June laſt, and to proſecute the remedies of theſe dangetsÞ 
conteined in another Remonſtrance , preſented by theÞ 
Saids. Commiſſioners to the Convention the 6, of ]uifh,. 
Iaſt > by admonitions , direftions » cenſures , and all 
other Eccleſiaick wayes, And further in caſe: their 
Brethren of England ſhall agree to the Covenant be« 
rwixt the Kingdomes ', the draught and frame where-. 
of is now ſo unanimouſly approven in this Aſſembly: 
Gives alſo unto the Perſons foreſajd , or the Quorumy bi 
aboye-written , full Power and Authoritie to command; Þ;; 
and enjoyn the famine to be ſubſcribed and ſworn by Ic 
all the members of this Kirk ; And that in ſuch. order I ; 
and manner , and with ſuch ſolemnities as they ſhall I, 
think convement for ſo great and glorious a Work; I. 
And to ſend their direftions to Seflions , Presbyteries 
and Synods , for execunon of their orders thereanene. 
And with power to proceed againſt any Perſon whate 
ſoever , that ſhall refuſe ro ſubſcribe and ſwear the ſaid 
\ Covenant , with all the cenſures of the Kirk , or to re« 
fer tbe tryall and cenſures of ſuch delinquents to Pref-' 
byreries or Synods as they ſhall chink conyenient. And I 
ſuch like gives unto the perſons foreſaids power and Ji- 
bertie , to call a General Aſſembly pro re nata , in caſe 
they ſhall findefiie necefiity of the Kirk , and this gre at 
Work to require the ſame : With full power alſo to - 
them. to give Anſwers in name of the Aſſembly -, to 
all Letters ſent to the Aflembly from the Kirks of Hol- 
land , Zealand » or any other forraigne Reformed Kirks.- 
And. further gives power to them to promove the 0s 
ther deſires , Overtures and recommendations of this ,- 
or of any former Afemblies to the Kings Majeſtie» 
Parliament or Convention of Eſtates , to the Lords of 
Councel , Seſſion , Exchequer , Commiſſiovers of Par | 
liaments , for plantation of Kirks , for the common bur« 
dens , and for conſerving the Peace, And ſuchlike' 
py as full power and Commiſſion to them to xreat and 
eccrne 13 any other matters-refezred , 07 to be referred | 
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Aſſembly, 1642: 11» © 
yitio them by this Aſſembly , as if the ſamine- were here* ' 
3ersÞ:n particalarly inſert, And generally. gives uno the Per- _ 
theFY{ons foreſaids » or the Quorum abovementioned fall power _ 
J#ifÞ.:d Authoritie » to do and performe all things : RO 

WF may advance , accompliſh |, ' and perfett the great or B 
eB of Unity of Religion , and Uniformaity of Kirk-govern- 
de® F:neat in all his Majeſties Dominions, and which may be - 
*Fneceflary for good order in all the publick affairs of this 
bly Fkirk , umill the next Aſſembly , we quid degrjments c4- 
uy ict Ecclefia. With als ample power in all matters par-, 
nd F ticularly or generally above-mentioned -, as any other - 
by ] Commiſſion of General Afemblies , hes had or been ir 
ler” J fe of before 3 They being alwayes countable ro , and 
all f cenſurable by the next General Aſſembly , for their pro 
KS ceedings thereiatill. 


- - Jl | HOVE 
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tn He General Aſſembly appeints the” meeting of | 


1 |} the next General Aſſembly , to be at Edinburgh 
d } the [aff Wedneſday of May , in the year 1644- 
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Die Jovis penult. Maii, Sefl. 2: 


The Letter from the Presbyeerie with the. 
Army 41 England ,» to the Generall Aſſembly, | 


Right revercnd , 


Aving the opportunity of the ſitting of this Vens 

rable Aſſembly , we thought our (elves obliged? 

ET: to render ſome accompr of the ſtate of our & 
fairs. Ir bath pleaſed the Lord to exerciſe w 

fince onr out - coming , with niany ſtraits and difficulrigy 
yer. in the mids thereof he hath wonderfully upheld and 
carried us through. The depth of his wiſedome hath ſuls 
ended us fora time from any great aCtiqn , ro make us 
mbly before him » and to bow us in a continual depet» 
dance upon himſelf; And-yer he hath by hisown power 
ſcattered before us the great Popiſh Army , and much dimi 
iſhed cbe number thereof, ſothat they do not now appeate 
againſt vs in-the Fields; SUS + 4 may leaxne to oe 3 
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GOD, Adnot in Man. It was farre from'out thoughts , 


Y! 
, the courſe of Divine Providence pointed '02t our Way unto 
q us , ' which led us-on by ſome long and ſpeedie marches 
234 x0 joyne with my Lord Fairfax and his Sonne their For- 
) Vi c:s- The City of York, whetein a ſwarme of obſtinate 
'FPapiſts have taken ſanctuary , is blocked up Now and 
then God favoureth us with ſuccefle in ſome enterpriſes ab= 
"out it, and wee look for more if th2 timebe come which 
he hath appointed forthe deliverance of this People, 
 OurSoules do abhorre the treacherous attempts of our 
diſnatured Countrey- men ; - rhat have endeavoured to 
. make theip native Kingdome a ſeat of Warre:,., and our 
bowels within us are moved to think upon the maine miſ- 
chiefs , if not timeouſly prevented , that may follow up- 
on the unatural Warxes there ; 'Like unto theſe under which 
this Kingdome hath groaned for a long time. We have 
found none more malic'ous and cruel againſt us than theſe 
of our own Nation, and we meaſure-thoſe at- heme, by 
theſe here s Curſed be their rage , for it is fierce, and their an- 
C'& ger for it 55 cruel. The pretent danger calls uponall to lay 
out of their hands what ever may hinder their haſte , as one 
Man ro come tog=ther- for ſaving the Vine - year that the 
wilde Boares would lay waſte, and taking the Foxes that 
would deſtroy the. Vines. ' You are, Right Reverend, 
v8 now {et upon the higheſt Watch - tower , from whence 
JJ you may diſcover the dangers that threaten on all coaſts, 
and we need not put youin mindeto give warning to the 
Watch- men in.their ſeverall ſtations; To rouze up the 
People from their too great ſecurity 3 To call them to 
unfeigned Humiliation, and ro ſtirre them up to wreltle 
with GGD by prayer ; thar hee wovld preſerve Truth 
and Peace at home againſt the machinations of Valignants 
That hee would prepare the People here, and make them 
\more fir to embrace the intended Reformation z And 
that hee would command theſe unnaturall and bloudy 
Warres to ceaſe , that Religion and Righteouſneſſe may 
Houriſh through the rhree Dominions, PrayingGOD to ſend 
| O 3 * upon 
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npon.you the Spirit of truth , who may lead you in all _ 
We remaine = . | ; : 

» Midals - therp , 20. May , I644. 
Your loving Brethren , The Presbyterie of the 
Scotti:h Armyim England , 


Maſter Robere Douglas , Moderator intheir names. 
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The Petition from the diſtreſsed Chriſtians in 
«bib, - the North of ireland. + 


To the Reyerend and Honourable Moderatar 
and remanent Members of the Generall Aſſembly. 
of Scotland, conveened at Edin- 
burghin May 1644. 


The. humble Petition of the diftreſied Chriſtians. 
| in the North of ireland. 


Humbly sbeweth , js, 

PT” Hat whereas your former enlarged bounty , and'our 
- A preſent overflowing ſtraits would require a grarefull 
acknowledgement of the one, and a ierious reprelentarign 
_:--.; of the other : Our caſe'is ſuch , as neither can be expedted 
atour hands, being ſtricken with aſtoniſhment , and full 
of the furic of the Lord, We are theſe indeed- who have 
ſeen afiliction by the rod of his wrath : So thar it were more 
fir, we had a Cortage in the Wildernefle amongſt the Owles 
ro mourn out our imbitrered Spirits , then that by- word or 
writ we ſhould compeere before any of his People : Al-} 
though you cannor be wearied in wel-doing , yet we ſhall ng 
way think it ſtrange, if now you ſhall give over any more 
carcofus ; Secing the Lord hath reſtihed againſt us, and 
the Almighty hath afflicted us. Your judgement is with the 
Lord , Ir evard is with God , not onely for your 
Iwo yeargamang Jnd watcringa barren vineyard , but - 
ih for 


: _ 


* * 


for your zeale and care to have your Reformation ſpred a- 
mongſt other oppreſt and borne-down Churches, whereof 
ou have given an ample and famous teſtimony in ſendin 
-F hither that bleſſed League and Covenant which wee —_ 
| defiredand longed for, as by our Petitions to the Church 
"FI & State ofour Native Kinzdome is knowne unto you; which 
hath had a wiſhed and gracious ſuccefle by the 'favour and 
blefling of God , accompanying the pains of theſe to whom 
the tendering thereof was intruſted by you. And we con- 
ceivinga chief part oF our miſerie to conſiſtin our want of 
opporrunitie to joyne our ſelves with the People of God in 
the foreſaid League 3 Eſteeming our ſelves rejected. of God 
and unfit to be joyned in any comfortable fellowſhip in the 
* 4 Goſpel with them, when tne ſaid League and Covenant 
yY {| was preſented ro the Regiments; Wee made bold ro lay 
hold upon the opportunity ( though aitlicted abjects) and 
cheerfully and unanimouſly joyned our ſelves thereunto : 
That if wee peeriſh in our niſety , wee may die a Covenant- 
pp. | edPeople: and, if our miſerable lite be prolonged , we 
may finde ſhelter and refreihment under the ſhadow thereof 
in our fierie trials ,- confidently expecting from tie Lord by 
- ourn?2erer conjunction with you than before,an accomphſhs 
ment of what is agreed into the Coyenant » Which ye boun= 
nifnlly expreſſed befors we were om with you,to your never- 
dying-commendation. We arenorhing ſhaken in our waar 
"minds with the odious aſperſions of {edition , combination 
- againſt the King', and overthrow of Muncipal Laws , &c. 
( wherewith our Covenant is branded ) nor with the threats 
of theſe who ſhould be comfortable to us in our troubles : 
Bur are the more encouraged to beleeve-that God ſhall raiſe 
up the Tabernacle of David tharis failen , and repair the 
breaches thereof : For ſince we Covenanted with God , and 
unired our ſelyes together, our dying Spirits have revived , 
and we fing like theſe who have com? forth from their Gra = 
ves , for Gcd hath had mercy on ]acob : In reitimony whe- 
reof he hath opened the boyels of the Churches of Holland , 
who were ſtraugers to us, and yer dear Brethren, and ten- 
der Sympathijzers with our affliftions and ſorrows, who, 
O 4 . when 
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when theſe who were lefrof the Sword were in danger tg 
dye by famine , didplenrifylly relieve us in our ſtraits , not 
onely by comfortable encouragements to walk humbly with } to 
God , and wait for him who hides his face from the houſe of | C 
2acobfor a ſeaſon ; bur alſo by rhcir rich ſupply in- Vidtuals } V 
and others neceſlar for our relief and comfort, which we } {e 
humbly deſire our Lord to repay ſeven-fold. in rheir bo- | d 
ſoms, and become your Supplicants ro joyne with us ina } 7 
grateful acknowledgement of their ſingular favours : And } p 
upon the heels of theſe favours you have continued your un- | |} 
paralled :compaſiions in keeping your forces and enablin 2 
them, cogether with che other Forces, for averging the a \ 
murders, and cffufton of Ci1rlſtian blood in this Land , not« 
withſtanding of your owne multiplied difficulries, The Lord 
Hath begun ro delight into us, and in a day of ſalvation hath 
helyedus (So happy are the people who are in Covenant 
with God.) Weare theſe (indeed) who may juſtly be burnt 
up for our unfruitfulneſſe in the dayes of our plenty, & ſtub- | 
þorneſle 1n the dayes of our atfiiction, which hath broughrus 
- Jo low, that where we once enjoyed a blefted plenty , we 
muſt now beg of the crumbs that fall from your Tablet 
We cannot diflemble , bur ſo farre as we can diſcern our 
> hearts, we would pref-rre the joyful ſound of the 
oſpel ro our much wiſhed Peaceand precious lives : But 
it may he diſcerned,your Conſulcations ot before have been 
'gyided by the Spirit of the Lord 3 in thar when wee twice 
1a our forward haſting defires begged the preſent loofing and 
planting of ſome Miniſters amongſt us , you jndged it more 
convenient to ſupply us by turnes, as foreſecing that our 
Captivity was likely to endure: Our hopes are ſo far reviveds 
that we truſt to fee the day when he ſhall rake the Cup of 
trembling out of our hands , and put it in the hands of them 
thar afflicted us. 
And therefore, if you account us fellow-pattners of the 
Purchaſed Inheritance , Yer azain ſuffer our neceſſitic to 


np with you , that as it hath been by rhe Commirtee of | 


ils already adviſed, that a competent number of Mini- 
ſters may be gifred to us by your Commiſſion when they ſhall 
{eb the Calling cleared , the ſame may be granted as a teſti« 

> mony 
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Andin the meane time fome others may be ſent by rurnes 


to keep inthe dying lives of above twenty foure deſolate 


Congregations , who are 1n danger to periſh for want of 
Viſion : Andalchough we do profeſſe , we count not ovr 
ſelves worthy of ſuch favours, yet as we have reſolved to 
dye with the cry of hope in our mouthes to the Lords 
hrone; So1n obedience of the uſe of the means by himap- 
inted, weſtrerch our our hearts and our hands to you for 
help» and have ſent our Brother VViliam Machemna Merchant 
at BeIFaſt , to attend what an{wer it ſhall pleale tie Lord by 


you to rerurne unto PPE ”" | 
Poet _—o 


y Our al 
Supplecants. 


Subſcribed by very many hands. 


xr 
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3- lunizt 1644, Antemeridiem. Sell. ;. 


Aft for the preſent Entrie of the new eretigd 
Presbyterie at Biggar, a 


He which day anent the Supplication ſubſcribed ahd 

given in to the G-neral Aﬀemblyro the Minifters and 

. ruling Elders of the Kirks of E:ogar, Sharling , Frochton, 
Glenquhome, Kelbocho, Culter, Lamyngtoum Symontoun , Coving- 
toun Quothquen , Welſtonn, and Dolphingtoun making mention, 
Thar the Gencral Afſembly at Edmburgh in Auguſt 1643. 
years, by their Act of the dare of the twe!fth day of the la» 


mine moneth and year,did u>on,grounds, and aftertryal and 


hearing of all Parties to the full, ere a Pcesbyterie lcar-at 


Ezzoar, ro conſiſt of the Kirksabove-written , And granted' 


tocheir Presbyterie full power ot juriſdiion and excrceing 
Diſcipline » with all other Liberties and Priviiedges be- 
longing to any other Presbyterie 3 but ſuſpendedjrhe 
entrie and pofſeflion of this new erefed Presbyrgie, 


during the pleaſure of the Aſembly: And therefore d 
| , | 
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mony of your confidence, and expeRation of our. delivery ; 
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the ſaid Generall Aſſembly to ordaine and appoint the entris'} 1 
and poſleflion of the forefaid Presbyterie art Biveer now pre» | ; 
ſently ; Andro declare, thar it istheir plealure, thatthe |} - 
entric and poſſeſſion thereof ſhall beno longer ſuſpended, 
as the Supplication proparts. Which Supplication being 
read in audience of the Generall Aſſembly, and thereafter 
the Commiſſioners from the Presbyteries of Lanerk and Pee- 
bles , andall others having entrefle to oppoſe the delire fore. 
ſaid being publickly called , and the ſaids Commiſiionerg_ 
for Peebles and L anerk perſonally preſent , being at length 
heard in what they could ſay or alledge therein : cum che 
{aid the Supplication and deſire thereof, with the Alled= 
geances and Objections thade againſt the ſamine , being ' 
rakento conſideration by the Aſſembly, and they therewi 
being fully and ripely adviſed : The Aſſembly after rem» 
ving of the Parties , and after conſideration of th? premiſleg 
and voycing of the foreſaid deſire, Ordainesthe centric and 
poſſeſſion of the foreſaid Presbyreric of Bzzgar, conbiting of 
the particular Kirks aboye - mentioned , to begin now pre- 
ſently; And appoints and ordaines all the Miniſters and 
Ryling Elders of the foreſaids Kirks avove ſpecified, whee 
reof the (aid Presbyrerie confiſts, ro meer and conveene as 
a Presbyterie , with all convenience, ar the ſaid Kirk of 
Biggar , whichis the Place and Seat ofthe ſamine Presby- 
reuie. Andthe Afſembly refers to the Commiſſioners to. 
be appointed by them for the publick affairs of the Kirk , to 
determinn to what Synod aw the ſaid new erected Pregby-: 
rerie ſhall be ſubordinate ; As alſo to preſcribe thc order 
aed {olemnities thar ſhall be neceſlar for entring and poſleſ= 
fing the Miniſters and Elders in the ſaid Presbyterie, 


— 


Juni 3. 1644 Sefſ. 6. 
AF concerning the Declaration ſubſcribed by the Scottish 
: Lords at Oxford, 


He Generall Aſſembly baving received a Copy of 2 
'& Declaration, made and ſubſcribed at Qxſerd, ſgnt nnd 
racm 
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them fromthe honourableConvention of Eftates,and having 


ſeriouſly conſidered the renowrthereof , doth finde the ſame 
ro be a perfidious Band and unnaturall confed:racy , to 
bring this Kirk and Kingdome to confufion ; and to be full 
of blaſphemics againſt rhe late ſolemneLeague and Covenant 
of the three Kingdomes , of vile aſperhons of Treafon , 
Rebellion and Sedition + moſt fallly and impudently 1mpu- 


xd to the Eſtates and the molt fairhfull and loyallSubjetts of 
' theſe Kingdomes, And ſeeing it is incumbent rothe ACſ- 


ſembly rotake notice thereof, and roſtop the courſe of 


{theſe malicious intentions, in fo farre as concernes them , 


-Declare that the ſubſcribers of this or the like Declaration 


or Band, or any that have been acceſlory to the framing » 
or that has been, or ſhall be accesſory to the execntion the« 
reofs deferve rhe higheſt cenſure of the Kirk : And rhere= 
fore gives power to the Commisftoners of this Asſemnbly ap- 
inted for the publick affairs, toproceed againſt them tq 
the ſentence of Excommunicarion, unlesſe they make hym- 
ble confesfion of their offence publickly, inſuch manner , 
and in ſuch places as the Commisfion ſh31 preſcribe; Or 
otherwiſerto refer the tryall and cenſure of fuchDelinquen:s 
to Presbytereries or Synods as they ſhall think convenient. - 
And when the ſentence of Excommunication ſhall be pro- 
nounced , diſeharges Presbyteries or Synods to relaxany 
from the ſentence , withour the advice of the Generall As- 
ſembly, or their Commisfioners, niſi in extremis, And 
in reſpect of rhe atrocicite of this Falt , the Asiembly inall 
humility , dofſeriouſly recommend toghe right honourable 
the Eſtares of Parliament ro take ſuch conrl(e, as the perſons 
that ſhall be found guilty , may be exemplary puniſhed , 
according to the meiit of ſo unnaturalland impious an of - 
fence: And that ſome publick note of ignominie be put upon 
the Declization and Band it ſelf, it their Honours ſhill 
think 1t mecr. | 


_— 


Att 
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AF againſt the Rebells in the 
North and South. o} 


Go Generall Aſſembly couſidering'the uſt ſentenee: 
pronounced azainft the principall Ators in that = ; 
lion inthe North and South, by ordinance of the Commiſ 
 fioners of the lare Aſſembly ; And finding it molt neceſſary, Þ 
that ſuch as afſiited orjoyned with them in that impious and- 
unnatural! Fact, be likewiſe cenſured ; Therefore ordains 
Presbyreries and Synods reſpeFive , to proceed againfl chem 
with the higheſt Cenſures of the Kirk , if rhoy give not (a. 
tisfation by publick repentance ; And when rhe ſ{enrence 
of Excommunication ſhall be pronounced , 'The Aſſembly 
diſcharges rhe ſaid Judicatories to relix any of them from 
the ſentence, without the advice of the Generall Aſſembly, 
or their Commiſſioners , niſi im extremis : To whom ailothe 
ſaids Presbyreries and Synods , thall be anfwerable for their 
diligence in the oremilles as they ſhall be required. And 
the Aſſembly doth humbly recommend to the Honourable 
Eſtares of Parliament, to take ſuch courſe as the Perſom 
that ſhallve found guilty may be exemplarly puniſhed ac- 
cording to the merit and degree of their offence. iP 
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Aft againf ſecret diſaffetters 
of the Covenant 


He Generall Aſſembly underſtanding that divers Pere / 
ſons diſ-affected ro the Nationall Covenant of this Kirk , 
and to the Solemne League and Covenant of the three King- 
doms , doeſcape their jnit cenſure , either by their private 
and uuconſtant abode 1n any one Congregation , or by ſecret 
conveyance of their malignant ſpeeches and praftiſes ; The- 
refore ordainsall Miniſters to take ſpeciall notice when any 
ſuch Perſon ſhall come wichin their Paroches, and ſo ſoon 
as they ſhall know the ſame , har! without delay they cauſe 
warnthem to appear beſare the Presbyterics within vow 
, er 
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\Þ their Paroches lyes, or before the Commiſſioners of his 


Afembly appointed for publick affairs , as they ſhall finde 
moſt convenient 3 Which warning rhe Afembly declares 


* ſhall be a ſufficient ciration untrothem : And als that all Mi- 


nifters and Elders delate to the ſaids Judicatories r:ſpe&:ee, 


ÞF: every ſuch disaffefted Perſon , although without their own 


Paroch, fo loon as they ſhall hear and be informed of them. 


- And the Aſienibly ordains the ſaid Commiffiorers not only 


roproceed to Tryal and Cenſure of ſuch disaffeCied Perſons, 


-buralſo take a ſpecial account of the diligence of Miniſters, 


Elders » and Presbyteries herein reſpeFroe. 
Att for ſending Miniſters to the Armie. 
TJ #* Aſembly underſtanding that Miniſters are not duly 


ſent forth to the Regiments of theArmy,neither-ſnch as 

are ſent duly relieved, which neglect falleth out oftimes, by 
reaſon of queſtions among Presbyteries interefitd in the Re- 
giments : Therefore for remedy hereof, thinks it conve- 
nient that this order be keeped hereafter ; Thar a Lift be 
made of three Miniſters by the Colonels, or 1n tneir ab- 
ſence by the chief Officers of every Regiment , with advice 
2nd conſent of the Presbyterie ar the Army, and ſent ro 
Presbyteties here , or if the liſt be of Miniſters in divers 
Presbyteries tothe Commiſſioners of the General Afﬀembly, 
that they may appoint one out of that liſt tobeſentto the Re- 
gimenr, toattend them for periorming Miniſteriall duties 
2;Moneths: And thar the relief of Miniſters alreadyſentor 
to be ſent hereafrer ſhallbe in the ſame manner}, And the 
Aflembly ordains Minilters who ſhall be thns appointed by 
Presbyreries or the Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly reſpelizve, 
tro repair to the Armie with all diligence, under the paine 
of ſuſpenfion : Aud humbly recommends to the Honourable 
Eſtares of Parliament » ro provide ſome way whereby rheſe 

Miniſters may have due and ready payment of their allow- 

ance » from the time of their going from their charges here. 
And it is declared that this oxder ſhall bealſo keeped for ſen- 

ding forth of Miniſters to the Regiments in the ſecond expe» 
dition, i | Renovation 
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Renovation of the Commiſſion far the Y ; 


Publick affairs of the Kirk. k. 


"I Generall Aſſembly conſidering that the Commiſ, J 
honers appointed by the Jaſt Aflembly upon' the pin. 
reenth dav of Auguſt 1643, years , the laſt Seſſion thereof. 


to fitat Edinburgh, for the Publick affairs of the Kirk , have 
not yer fully perfeted that great Work for Unity of Reli-, 


gion , and Uniformite of Kirk- government in his Majes! 


{ties Dominions; And that now 1n reſpett of the preſent cons; 
dition of affairs in this Kingdome , their proceedingscannor-. 


be examined at this tim2: Therefore finding ws necefſar” 
that the ſaid Commiſſion be renewed unto the Cemmiſfiios” 


ners therein mentioned, and to the Perſons afternamed” F 


now thought, fit to be added for the better expediting of 
the bufineſſe ( Do hereby appoint the Perſons particularly 
nominate in the ſaid Commiſſion , »iz. Maſters, Andrew: 
Ramſay , Alexander Henderſon , R obey: Doug/as , William Col=. 
wil. , William Bennet , George Gilleſpie , John Oiſwald , Mungs. 
Law , Fobn Adamfon , Fobn Sharp, Tam's Sharp , William 
Dalgleub, David Calderwood, Andrew Blackball, |ames Fleeming, 
R obrre Ker , J«hn Mackchie, Oliver Colt, Hngh Campbell, As 
dam Penman , Richard Dickson , Andrew Stevinſon » John Law-" 
der , Robert Blair, Samuel Rutherfurd , Arthur Mortoun , Res 
bert Traill , Frederick Carmicbazl, Jobn Smith , PatrickGileſpie,: 
Us Duncan » John Hume , Robert Knox, Wiltiam Jameſon's 
obert Murray , Henty Guthrie , James Hamiltoun in Dumfreis, 
| Berna d Sanderſon, Jobn Levinzftoun, James Bonar , Evatt” 
Camron , David Diekson , Robort Bailzie , James Cuninghame , . 
George Youngh , Andrew Affleck David Lindſay. Andrew Cant, 
Wiltam Douglas, Murdo Mackeinzie , Coline Mackeinzze , Fob 
Monroe, Walter Stuart Miniſters 3 Archbald Marquesle of Ay= 
$yle, William Earle Marshall, Fobn}Earle of Sutherland , Ale=- 
xander Earle of Fglingtoun ;- [obn Earle of Caſfils , Charles" 
Xarle of Dumfermelmg , Fobn Earle of Lauderdale , Jobn'Ears” 
le of Lindſay, James Earle of Queensberry, William Earle” 


of Dalhouſie » Archbald Lord Angus , Fames Vicount of Dud- 


hope, John Lord Maitland, Duvid Lord Elcho , John Lord”: 
E 2/1;::rinoch , James Lord Cowper , Sir Patrick Hepburnt' of © 
| |  Wanughtouny 
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| Waughtorn , Sir Archbald Jobnſtounof 'Wariſcun , Sir 
David Hume of Wedderburne , Sir Alexander arechine of Dun , 


Sir William Cockburne of Langtoun, Sir Thomas ® athuen of 
Frieland, Sir James Arnet of Fernie , Sir Walter Riddaltof thar 
11k, Sir Ledoviek Houſtoun of that 1k, Sir William Carmichael 
Fiar of that I1k , Mr George Douglas of Bonjedburgh, Mr George 
Winrame of Libertoun , Laird of Vrodie , Sir Tobn Smith, 
utherfurd , 
William Glendunning ; John Sempill , John Kennedy, and Ma- 
ſter Alexander Douglas Eiders: And alfo Maſters, © David 
Dalpleich , Andrew Bennet , John Moncreiff , Alexander Carſe » 
Thomas Wilkie, Tumes Gurbrie , Henry Levingftoun' > David 
Drummond at Creiff, John Hay at Renfrew , John Strang, Ri« 


chard Inglis , Wiluam Palconer , Jobn Paterſon , Gilbert Rofſe , 


Richard Maitland . George Cumming » William Camphel Minſ- 
ſters, And Wz/liam Earle of Glancairne , William Earle of 
Louthian , James Lord Murray of Gaik, Tolm Lord Yeſter, 
Robert Maitland , Frederick Lyon of Brigtoun , James Maoe 
dowel! of Garthland , David Beton of Creich , Sir James Stewart 
Sheriff ofBu;e, Sir John Weemes of Bopje,Mr Williams andilands 
Tutor of Torphichin , Archbald Sydſerfe , Laurence Henderſon , 
James Stuart , Thomas Paterſon , and Alexander |affrry Elders 
now added by this Afſembly , to meet at Edenbmgh upon the 
fifth day of this inſtant moneth of June , and upon the laſt 
Wedne ſday of Auguſt next » the laſt Wedneſday of Novem- 
ber next, and upon the laſt Wedneſday of February next 3 


and upon any other day, or in any. ether place they ſhall 


think meet: Giving and granting unto them , or any fif- 
teen of them,there being twelve Miniſterspreſent,full power 
and commiſſion to proſecute the ſaid work of unitic in Re- 
ligion , and uniformitie of Kirk- government in all bis Ma- 
jeſties Dominions , and to do and performe all thin gspar- 


"ticularly or generally contained in the ſaidCommiſſion of the 


preceeding Aſſembly, or in anACt of the ſaid Afſembly upon 
the ſaid 19, day of Auguſt , intituled , A Reference to the 
Commugſion anent the Perſons deſigned to repair to the Kingdome of 
Empland, and totreat and deterryine therin , andin all 0+ 
ther matters referred unto chem this Agſembly, ficlike, 
and as freely, as ifall theſe were herein expreſled , and as 

. the 
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the perſons nominat in that ſaid former Commiſſion migh 
have done by vertue of the ſaid At and former Commit: 
fion at any time by-gone » and with as ample power as an} 
Commiſſion of former General Afﬀemblies hath had, or bee 
1n uſe of before , they being alwayes comprable and cens 


ſurable for their whole proceedings hereintill by the next 
Gen:ral Aſſembly, | 


—_— . 


Renovation of the Commiſſion granted to the 


Perſons appointed to repair ts the Kingdome 
of England, 


He General Aſfembly , finding that the great Work of 

unity in Religion , and uniformuty of Kirk-governmetit 
inall his Majeſties Dominions is not yet perfetted » Dv* 
therefore renew the Commiſſion granted for that effect by 
the preceeding Aſſembly , unto rhe Perſons appointed ts 
. Tepair to the Kingdome of England upon the 19. day of Aus 
guſt 1643. inthe laſt Seflion thereof , Giving and granting 
to the Perſons therin mentioned, the.ſame power, to do 
and eyery thing particularly or generally contained in the 
ſaid Commiſiion , in the ſame manner » and as fully , 
if the ſame were herein expreſſed , and as they might 
have done at any time- by-gone by vertue of the former 
Commiſiion. 


— 
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The Aſſemblies anſwer to the Presbyterie 
with the Armie. 


Reverend aud loving Brethren in the LO R D, 


wW & received yours of the 17 and 20 of May, and were 
much refreſhed with the knowledge you gave unto us 
therein , of your ſenſe of our condition here , and of the 
Lords dealing with your ſelves there in your Rtraits and dif*. 
ficulues, 
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ight] ficulties : We rejoyce exceedingly to ſee you make ſuch 2 


mifeF. blefſed uſe of the Lords delayes , for your further Humi- 
anyÞ Jiation and Dependeyce upon him : Thar Sanctuary , your 


DveenF Fnemiecs , and the Enemies of your GOP hath taken , 
cen ſhall not ſaye them : You have found by experience in 
nexy your marches and maintenance , thar events are not ordered 


by the propoſitions of men , bur by the Providence and pur= 
oſe of GOD. There is atime for every purpoſe under 
eaven , and the Cup of the Amorites muſt be filled: Which 
the | being now full of every abomination , yea of the blood of 
the Saints, the cry whereofcannor but be heard in Heaven, 
and anſwered on Earth, preſageth no lefle to us,than that the 
Lords time of his deliverance ofhis own , and deſtruRion of 
his Enemies draweth near. 

k of We are not unſenſible of your preſenteſtate , and by the 
ent | Lords grace ſhall be carefu) , both here and with our Con- 
Do* $epations at home , to make all rake the ſame ro heart. Ag 
or our condition here remembred with ſuch pious affection 
ito } by you » wedoubr nor but ye have heard what the Lord 
\u- | hath done for us ; rheſe happy beginnings of the Lords, 
ing ſcatrering our unnatural Enemies 1n the North,gives us con- 
fidence of his afliſtance in the midſt of difficulties againſt 
the F theſe thar aſſaulr us inthe South : It is nothing with the 
F. 'Lord to help whether wich many, or with them that havens 
power. | 
ner The ſecurity of this Nation indeed is great , it is our part 
to blow the Trumpet to give warning tothe People , and to 
rouze them from that fearful condition which threarneth 
— 1} ſomuchdeſertion. And tg this end we have injoyned 2 ſo- 
._ | 1-mne Faſt, the cauſes whereof being more particularly con- 
%# | fid:redby our Commiſſioners here » will no queſtion be ſenr 
unto yoh) , that if the Lord pleaſe ', you may joyne with us 
there in that Altion. ; 
We have ſer down an order to be kept hereafter,for ſend- 
ing Miniſters unto the Armis , which the Clerk will ſeed 

"ITY herewith anto you. Now the Lord our GOD ,-in wbaſt 
u® 4 Name his people go forth againſt his Enemies,help and affiſt' 
them, and cover their heads in =” Day of Bartel » = be . 
| ; er 
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theirRefuge ; and bleſe your travels and endeayours, for the 


good of their ſouls and his own glory. 
Edinburgh, 3. June 1644. 


Subſcribed in name of the General Aſſembly by! the 
Moderator, | 


© — 
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4. June 1644. Sell. 7. 


The Letter from the CommiſSioners at. 
London to the General Aſſembly. ,. 


Right Honenrable, Revereud and belovedin the LORD, 


T wa: rhee>rneft defire of our hearts to have come unto 

you atthistime , and ro have brought with us the defire- 
able fruirs of our weighty imployments and labovrs , to our 
common rejoycing in the mids of ſo many troubles borh 
here and there : but our Lord in his wiſedome hath not 
Judged it ficting, that this ſhould be the time of our joyful 
barveſt, ard of bringing ou: ſheaves, to be matter of ſacri= 
ficero himſelf, and of ſhouting rous, Both Nations as yet 
do but go forth weeping and bearing, their precious ſeeds 
yerare we confident through JESUS CHRIST, that 
as I: 15 aſe2d-time, if the Labourers (a!though other men 
before us have laboured and we are entred into their labours) 
prove fai-hful nnto the end , the harveſt ſhall come in due 
time, and in great plenty, 

The common Directory for publick Worſhip in the Kirks 
of the three Kingdomes is ſo begun gwhich we did make 
known to the Commiſſioners of the General / fſembly) that 
we could not think upon any particular Dire&ory for our 
ownKirk, and yetis not ſo far perfeGted . that wee could 
preſent anv part thereof unto your view : foralthough wee, 
have exhibited unto the Grand Committee (which 1s com- 
poſed of ſome of the Members of both Houſes, and of the 
Aſſembly , with our ſelycs) the materials of the publick 
Prayer 
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Prayers of the Kirk, the method of Preaching , avd th= 
o:der of adminiſtration of both Sacraments , / and havethe. 
Carechiſme 1n hand; yer are they not throughty exi1mined 
by the Commitree, nor atall by the Aﬀenbly or Parlia- 
ment, which we cannot impure to 4ny neglect or fnwillings 
nef: . bur ro the mul:iplicity and weight of their a#airs , 
by which they are ſore preſſed, and above their power, - 

The Directory for Ordinartion of Miniſters (which upon 
the extreme exigeiice of this Kirk was much preſſed by the 
Parliament) is agrzed upon by :he Commurtree and Asſem- 
bly , anc {ome dayes paſt is preſented to borh Rovfes , bur 
bath nor yer paſſed their Votre, ihe Aſembl- hach been 
Jong, in debate about the Officers and Govrrrmcnt of the | 
Kiitk { concerning which , we? offered the :wo Papers 
which wee drewu>, according to the practice of our own, 
and other Reformed Kirks , and {oneere as we could cons 
ceive, to the minde of the General Aﬀen:bly, and did ] 
ſend to the Commiit oners of the Genera! Aſſem' ly) and þ 

# 


hath paſſed miny vorcs abour the one and th* other, bur / 
hath at WD;chcicch0-5þr5 to ſuch 1ipen [+ and perfe-motlreugh 
Chon , that they could think vpen the publiſhing of rhem , F >a 
or preſenting them to your Gght , noris it in their power ro / 
do ſo, without warrant of Parliament» Ycu: wiledome , 
will confider thar they are not a General Aﬀembly, bue Y 
ſome (ele& Perſons , call-d by Aurhority td g've theirad- 
vice In watrers of Religion , that they walk :n 2 way which 
hath not b-en troden by chis Nation before this time, that 
many things ſeeme new unto them , and cannor o®tain 
theirafſenntill they ſce them cl-a-1y warranted by the Word 
of GOD; That matters of h- Government of the Kirk 
have been much cont) overted here , and the prejudices a- C 
gaiaſt Presbyreriall Gov*rnme?nt are many and great 3 TI hat 
the two extremes of Prelacie .nd !nd-pendencie , which 
latter 1s the general claime of 41! Sects and Seftarics, have \ 
prevailed moſt in this Kitk,and no other thing kyown by the | 
multirnde bur the one or th: other ; "That ſach as look to \j 
ward the Government of the Reformed Ki:ts, findea 
mighty party within and witho:t oppoſing th2m3 And that 
Reformation and Unifortcitic mw't ——— be a voy 
2 a 
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full of difficulty , that the hand of rhe moſt high GOD; 
which1s now begun to beſtreched our in this Land, muſt 
bring it to paſle, 

There was alſo pteſented ro the Aſſembly , a new Para- 
hraſe of the Pſalmes in Engliſh Meeter » which was well 
iked of, and commended by ſome of the Members of the 

Aſembly ; But becauſe we conceived that on Pſalme Book 
inall the three Kingdomes was a point of Unijformity much 
to be defired , we tcok the boldnes (although we had no 
ſuch exprefſe and particular Commiſlien ) to oppoſe the 
preſentallowing thereof, till the Kirk of Ecor/and ſhould be 
2cquainted with it; and therefo1e have we now ſent an eſſay 
thereof in ſome Pſalmes. Wehavealſo ſent another Spece 
men, in Print, done by ſome Miniſters of the Ciry. Your 
wiiedome hes to conſider, whether it be meet to examine 


them by your Commiſlioners there , that their judgements . 
be ſent up unto the Aﬀſembly here , both abouc the generall Y 


of Uniformity 1n this point , and about the particular way 
of effecting ir, whether by either of theſe two, or by any 0+ 


ther Parapbraſe + or by changing ſome © A" the . 
rit” of theſe ' 


Books now in uſe , Which is aymied at by» 
two. 


' As we cannot but admire the good hand of GOD in rhe þ 


grear things done herealready , particularly 3 That the Co- 
venauit ( the foundation of the whole Work) is taken, 
Prelacie and the whole train thereof, ! extirpated 3 The 
Service-Book in many places forſaken , plain and powerful 


preaching ſet up 3 Many Colledges in Cambridge providedyfly 


with {nch Viniſters, as are molt zealous of rhe beit Refor- 
mation; Altarsremoved ; The Commumion in ſome plas 
ces given at the Table with fitting 3 Thegreat Organs at 


Pauls and of Peters in Weſtminſter taken down 3 Images and | 
many other Moncuments-f idvlatiy defaced and abokthed;'F' 
Th: Chappel - royal at Whytehal purged and reformed and 


all by au:koivty ina quiere manner at noon day, without tu 
mult: $9 have we from {o notable experience ,: joyned 
with th? promiſes of the Word ſufficient ground of confi- 
dence that G GD willperfec&t this Work againſt all, oppo* 
fiction , and ofencouragement for us all to be faithfu!lin the 
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Work of God , which is carried on by his mighty Hand 
that no man can oppoſe 1t , bur he mult be ſeen fighting a 
eainſt GOD, Ir is unto us no ſinall matter of comfort. 
that we have heard of no Miniſter of the Goſpel ( except 
ſuch as the Kirk hath rejected ) joining with the Malt#nants 
there, in their ungodly aud unnarurall affliting of thar 
Kingdome , while they are endeavouring therelef of the 
aflicted in this Kingdome;z and we pray and hope, that 
they may carefully keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace, and walk worthy both of their holy calling, and 
of thegreat Work , which the Lord is working by his own 
weak ſervants in Kirk and Policy. 

Be pleaſed to receive a Letter from the Aſſembly , unto 
which you will,return ſuch an anſwer as ſhall ſeem'good unto 
your wiſedome, and withall ( which is our humble defire ) 
ſome word of your thankfull acknowledgement of the re- 
ſpett and favours done by them unto us, 

We have atall occaſions fince our\coming hither , ac 
quainted th2 Commiſſion with our proceedings, and by the 
help of God , ſhall be induſtrious in obeying your direRi- 
onsand theirs , during our abode here » which through the 
powe r and bleſſing of God , bringing the affairs of his own 


' Churchtoa peaceable and bleſſed ſuccefle, wee wiſh may 


be for a ſhort time , and unto which your fervent prayers' 
through Chriſt may be very effectuall , which therefore 
is the humble and earneſt defire of 


Warceſter houſe , 
London May 20, 
] 644, 


Your affeflionate fellow-labouring and 
fel.ow feeling Brethren in the Work 
of the L ord, 


10. MAITLAND. | 


Alex. Henderſon. Sam. Rutherfurd, 
Robert Baullie. George Galleſpie. 


P 3 The 


' 230 The Generall 
The Letter from the Synod of Divines 


m the kirk of England, tothe 
Generall Aſſembl 'T 


Rigbt Honourable, right Reverend, and dearly beloved Brethren 
mM jEctus Ciullt, 


p 'He blefling and comfort of that inviolable Union 


which our gracious GOD hath vouchſafed ro both 

&. Clurches and Nations , gave us opportunity the lalt 
yea. , tobriathour ſome of our fighs into your compaiiio* 
nate bolomes 3 And tuch have beenthe toundings of your 
bowels, aShave ofiered violencc ro Heaven by your effe- 
etuall fervent prayers , 'and brought many ſweet reirefiings 
to our largu:ſhing ipirits by your pious anJ conforcable 
Le:rers, 10 aniwerto ours. 

This makes us ſtudious of all means of ackowledging 
Four tender Sympathie , and of laying hold on all opportue 
nies pt repayring again to tie ſame ttreams of conſglation;” 
for which end, as we canno: but confetle , that 1n the midſt 
of thoſe boylterous waves wherein we have been daily toſ- 
ſed, wee have met with muny gractous and tnexpedcted en- | 
couragements, lo we mult needs renew our former mourn« 
ings , ard rend our hearts afreſh unto you , with great-' } | 
Eſt inſtance forall the aſtiſtunce thatycur Piayers, I cars; 
Learning, Piety, and Largcneſfſe of heart can poſlibly | 
contribute to your poor afilicted and ſtill - conflicting Bre-" || 
thren: Andthis we the rather beg of you, who , having | 
bin firſt in the furnace of afliEtion , and are come out of 
creat tribulation, are mecteft to commilſcrare, and belt 
able to comfort others in 2ny trouble, by the comforts 
wh-rewith you your ſelves have becn comforted of 
GOD, 

ItwaSin our defires to have preſented to your Venerable 
Afﬀembly ; ſome of our dearett reſpects in writing , by that 
eminently learned and much hon ored Commiſſioner of 
yours, the Lord Wari/.cun: Bur his depaiturethence was 
to ſuddento us, and unexpeRed by us that we cone 

| ave 
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have time ( as his Lordſhip can inform you) to tender by 
him ſuch a teſtimony of our Brotherly & intimareaffeCtions, 
25 may in ſome meaſure ſuite, with your manifold and moſt 
aflectionate expreshons toward us, when our ſichings 
w2re many » and our hearts faint: For ſuch hath been 
'our love , that no waters can quench ir , and fuch the un- 
derrakings of the whole Kingdome of Scotland - through 
'our fur:herance - that we alreadv begin +o rcap the fruits 
of all that Piery, Prudence» and Valour , which ar this day 
render your Nation worthily renowned in the Chriitian 
World; and us , exceedingly ſtraitned and reſtleffe in our 
ſelyes, untill God pleaf> ro open a way for 0.1r endeavours , 

co make ſome more anſwerable rerurnes, 

Toward this, our thoughts ind hopes were to have made, 
ere now , {ome proce-dirgs of our Aſſembly legible in 
yours. But ſuch are'the continued di tractionswhich lye upon 
our ſpir17s , by means of te iad and bleeding condition of 
this Kingdome z as have ca'l us muck b*hinde our own ex=- 
peCtations , and hindred that expetition'which rhe neceſite 
ti:s of this Nation , and ihe defircs of our Brethren abroad, 
do carneftly call for at our nards. 

Sometimesthrough GODS goodneſſe wee have 2 proſpe- 
rious Gale}, Som-rimes 1gaine , we ſaile like Paul ard his 
company , ery ſlowly many dayess And even then , when 
wee d:aw neat the fair Havens, lome contrary Windes pur us 
out into the Deepagun. We walk in paths that have hi- 
therto been untrodden by any Aſſembly in this Church: We 
therefore are inforced to {pend more time in our inquiries, 
and in ſecking of GOD a right way for us , thar at length we 
may put into that high way , the way of holinefſe . wherein 
Wayfaring men , though fools, ſhall nor erre: Anu we 
will wait upon our GOD ( before whom-we have been this 
Day humbling of our ſouls ) untill he lead usinto all theſe 
Truths which we (eek after 3 and we ſhall labour to be yet 
more vile in our owneyes, asfindiny by experience that 1t 
15 not in man to direct his way, 

Thoſe Winds which for a while Co trouble rhe Aire » do 
withall purge and refineit : And our rruft is thar through 
the moſt wile Providence and bY of GOD > the T0 

4 z 


= 


232 ' The Generall 


by our ſo long continued agitations , will be better cleared! v 


among'us , and ſo our ſervice will prove more acceprtible ts 
all che Churches of Chriſt, byt more eſpecially ro you, while 
we havean intenrive eye to ourpeculiar Proteſtation , and 
tothat publick Sacred Corenantentred 1nto by both the 


Kingdpmes , for Uniformiry in all his Majeſties Domi- { 


D10ns. 


Which Work we carry on ( againſt what ever difficulties | 


arecaſt in our way) with more eaſe and comfort , by the 
great ſedulity and ſeaſonable aſſiſtance wee daily receive 
from your Noble and ;Reyerend Commiſſioners fitting 
among us: Their Prudence will ( we doubt'not } ſuffict- 
ently furniſh you with more particular information touch- 
ing our affairs; And here, we cannot but acknowledge 
thar the aſſidjous preſence of theſe our learned and highly- 
eſteemed Brethren among us , and their ftee and fairhfull 
contributing of their counſels rous , doe oblige us much to 
a double duty 3 the one of Thanks , which we now hears 
tily renderro you , for ſending to us ſuch excellent Het 


pers; the other of Requeſt , which wee earneſtly make. 


for their continuance with us, untill the Work bee brought 
up to the finiſhing Cubite, 

Now, the Great Maſter-Builder { without whoſe Al- 
mighty concurrence , the Builders Jabour but in vain ) ac« 
compliſh and perfect all his own glorious Work in your 
hands, andinours, alſo, to his own GJory, the peace and 


edification of all the Churches, and rhe comfor:t of our ſel- 


yes over all our travelsand ſufferings. 
FPeſtminſter, May 17. 1644. 
Your moſe affetionate Brethren and ſervants m the Lo-d, by the 
;rreftion , and in the Name of this whole Aſſembly , 
Will 1am Twifle þ Prolocutox. 


Cornelius Burges , Aeſpr 
Henry Robrough , Scriba, 
Adoniram Byfield , Scribg, 
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| The General Aſſemblies Anſwer ,to the right 


to 
le 
id 
Ie 
= + 


-3 : 
Ic 
'e 
{4 
[- 


1 


f 


'" Reverend the Aſſembly of Divines 
in the Kirk of England. 


Riebe Honourable , right Reverend , and moſt dearly 
beloved in our Lord 


W E do thankfully acknowledge your reſpe&tfull remeny- 
| 


brance of us by your Letters at all occaſions ; andnor 
a lictle rejoyce ro ſee that happie correſpondence and Chri- 
ſtian communion ſo ſweetly entertained amongſt us , which 
is{o acceptable 1n he fight of rae Lord, ſo pleaſant and 
profitable , eſpecially when kept and entertained berwixr 
Kirks and Kingdomes about attairs of bigheſt and moſt pu- 
blick concerMmenr and intereſt : We have nothing morein 
our defires than to entertain that harmonious correfpon= 
dence , that Chriſtian ſymparhie and compaſſion , thar 
ſounding and relougding of bowels, which well beſeemeth 
Kirks and Nartions,unuted by a ſolemn League &C; Co- 
venant, for mutuall endeavours , by all lawfull meM$ toa 
further unirie 1n that Faith once delivered to the Saints , 
and greater Uniformitie in Divine Worſbip, Diſcipline , 
and Government, according to the Paterne, 

The caſe and condition of your bleeding Kingdome 
is no leſle ſenſible to us, than if our ſelves were in affit- 
ction with you ; ' but we truſt all is working to your beſt , 
and to Our Lords glory : Thar ſome of you hes fallen, ir 
is to try you , purge you , and make you white : If 
the Lord by thole means be with that Reformation of 
his Qrdinances , bringing alſo alongft that other Refor- 
morion of hearts and lives , ſhou'd it not be welcomed 
with all-joy » although ir bee upon the expence of blood 
and lives? The Lord will turn the bygone rage of Man to 
his glory and your ſpiritual good the remnant of rage will 
hee reſtraine. The Lord delivereth his owne by degrets . 
he is with them in trouble , an deliverech them , and honoureth 
them ; He who hath been ſenſibly with you hicherto , 
and upholden you in your trouble, will we truſt, yer deliver 
you , and. honour you: The more ye ſow in rears » the 


greater thall be your harveſt of peace and joy , when the 
: | P 5 | Lord, 
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Lord according to the dayes wherein he hath afflited you; 
and the years wherein yee have ſeen evill , ſhall make you 
glad, and his Wotk to appeare unto you » and his glory 
unto your chi!dren, and the beautie of the Lord your God 
to beupen you , and ſhall eſtabliſh the work of your hands; 
yea, even eitabliſh che work of your hands. 

We ſhould prove both unthankfull ro Gd , and unfairths 
full tomen, did wee not hold out unto you the Lords gra. 
cious and powerfull dealing with us in the like condition, 
and comfort you with the conlo{ations wherewith wee our 
ſelves have been comforted : We were involyed in the like 
difficulties; we had the ſtrong oppoſition of higheſt Autho« 


xitie ſer oyer two powerfull Kingdoms , beſide this of ours; | 


and the unhappy providence of our wickedly wiſe and wary 
Prelares, had done whatin them lay , to make the Minis 
ſtery of this Land ſworn Enemies to the intended Reforma- 
tion : 30 that we walked in a very wilderneſſe, in alaby- 
rinth. and as upon deep waters, wherein nor onely did our 
feer Iagf@'footing » bur alſo our eyes all diſcovering or dife 
cerning of anyground; yea ;z; wee were ready to lo'e our 
ſelves; Yet the Lord hath graciouſly rid us , and recovered 
us out of all theſe difficulties, and ſer our teet upon a rock), 


and ordered our goings. The experience wee have had in. 


our Own perſons, afftoordeth us confidence and hope cone 
cerning your aftaires; and wee tuft this hope thall not be 
disappoinced; it 1s our duety to hope upon experience , .and 
4tisrhe Lords word and promiſe, that ſuch an hope ſhall 
not be aſhamed. It cannot chooſe but begert confidence 
in you>when ye ſhall confid-r,that ye haye (can before your 
eyes your neighbouring Ship of this Kirk and Kingdome, 
having ( as itwere ) loofed from your fide, inthelike or 
ſelf-ſame ftorme , notwirhkſtan4ing all rofling of windes and 
waves , yet (mtby might , nor by power, but by the Spirit of tho 
Lord of hoſts) to have arrived ſafe and ſound to the Port and 
Harberie; yea , and to have dared to pur out again unto the 
ſtorm , to contribute her weakendeavours for your help. 
We acknowledge your impediments ro be great and ma-- 


ny > the ſufferings of your Brethren , the People of GOD, . 


cannot chooſe but both damp your ſpirits, and divide your 
| thronghts; 


thi 
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throughts: Your walking in an umroden and unknown way, 


Trouft pur you ( chough never {o willing to go on ſpeedily , 


yet ) rotakertime and leiſure toask for the right way» and 
ye want no? the oppoſition of ſome amongſt your ſelves , to 
whom notwithſtanding We truſt the Loid will reveale his 
truch in his own time. Neverthe leſſe (much konoured 
and dear Brethren ) go on eouragiouſly againſt the ſtream of 
ill oppoſition 3 every Mountain in the way of Zerubbubel, 
the Lord ſhall make plain; and as many of you as are per= 
fe&t , be thus minded , that forg tring rhe things that are 
behinde , and looking to the things that are before , you 
prefle hard towards the mark, as having before_you , not 
onely rhe prize of the high calling and recompence of re- 
ward, butal'oatthe end of this race , theſe two precious 
Peails and 1neſtimable Jewels of Iruth and Uniry, and all 
the Keformed (. harches beholding and looking on, not 
onely as witneſles, but alſo being ready to congratulate 
and embrace y ou. 

We were greatly refreſhed to hear by Letters from our 
Commiſſioners there with vou, ard by a more particular 
relation from the Lord Wariſteun now with us, of your 

raiſe-worthy proceedings, ard of the great good things the 
b d hath wroughran:ong you and for you: Shall it ſeema 
{mall thing in our eyes, rhat rhe Covenant ( the foundation 
of the whoie Work ) 1s taken > That that Antichriſtian Pre- 
Tacy with all the traine thereof 1s extirpate ? That the door 
of a right entrie unto faithful Shepherdsis opened 3 many 
corruptions, as Altars, Images, and other Monuments 
of Idolatry and Superſtition removed , defaced and aboliſh= 
ed ; the Service-book in many places for{aken, and plaive 
and powerfull preaching ſer up ; the great Organs at Pauls 
ard Peters taken down ; Thar the Royal Chzppellis purged 
and reformed , Sacraments fincerely adminiltrate , and ac» 
cording to tte paterne inthe Mount , Tharyour Colledges» 
the Seminaries of your Kutk , are planted with able and fin- 


cere Profeſlors ? Thar the good hand of G OD hath called 


and kept together ſo many pious , grave, and learned Di- 


,vines for ſol>nga time, and diſpoſed their hearts to ſearch 


his Truth by their frequent Humiliations , continuall Pra 
yers 
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yers, andlearned and peaccable debates? Should not all x: 
each one of theſe ſtir up our ſouls to blefſe the Lord, at 
render both youand us confident, that he who hath begy 
the good;Work, will perfe&tit, and pur the Copeſtone upg, 
it; Thatthe beauty of a perfeted Worke may ſhine to Il 
' Nations, and we may ſay and ſhout , Grace', Grace , uny 
3&3 That the time may be when full lipercy and leaſure 
hall be 'to all the Builders of the Houſe of GOD, tg 
give themſelves with both their hands to the building up 
and edifying the People of GOD in theſe things that be. 
tong to'life and Godlinefle, to the making of them wile t9 
falvation, and throughly furniſhed to every good work, 
andjwhen the Lord ſhall delight to dwell more familiarly, 
and to work more powerfully in , and by his throughly pus 
rified Ordinances That you afflicted and toſled with 
rempeſts and not comforred ſhall have your Rones laid 
with fair Colours, your foundarien with Saphires , your 
Children ſhall be taught of GOD, and ſhall have grex 
peace, and no Weapon framed againſt you ſhall proſper, and 
every tongue that r:ſeth againft yoa in Judgement ſhall bee 
condemned ; That the Lord will awake as in the ancien 
dayes » as inthe generation of old ; That the Redeemed of 
the Lord ſhall comeunto Zion with ſinging, and ſorrow and 
mourning ſhall flee away. 

Andas weare confident that theLord who hearethPrayer, 
and hath promiſed to guide his Servants in all ruth , will 
bring your labours to a comfortable conclufion : So do 
all the Reformed Kirks, and the Kirk of Scotland abow 
all others extreamly long for the taſte of the fruirs of they 
pious labours and continual pains: And fo much the more; 
that we have ſuſpended ſome material determinations a 
- mongſt our ſ{elyes, upon expettation of Uniformity ; And 
that in the meane time ſ@ many ſcandalous Papers come'tg 
our view , and tothe hands of the People here , for libernie 
of Conſcience toleration of Setts, and ſuch Practices as 
are contrary to the Doctrine, Goverment , and Peace of | 


all the Reformed Kicks. For ſtopping and ſuppreſling | 


whereof, *as wee doubt not , bur your wiſedome, and the 


Authority of the honourable Houles of Parliament vt 
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a ome more effeftual means ; So do we hope that your De- 


terminations ſball carry ſuch evidence of Divine Truth, and 


UY Jemonſtration of the Spirit , that thoſe un appy Clouds of 
I darkneſſe ſhall be ſo ſcattered , that they ſha 


be no more 

athered nor appear hereafter , to the diſhonour of God, 
the prejudice of his Truth, and the ſcandalizing of fo many 
Souls for which Chriſt hath dyed, 

We do with hearty thankfulneſſe reſent all the kindnefſe 
and re{f ect ave ſhown to our Commiſſioners,and your 
high eſteeme of them in love for the Worksſake; Although 
their preſence here would be very comfortable unto us, 
yery {teedable ro the publick, and neceflar in reſpe of 
their great and important particular charges and Stations 5 
yer do we willingly diſpeuſe with all , yea nothing ſhall be 
too dear unto us , ſo that this Work be finiſhed with joy, 
and Ferufalem made the glory and praiſe of the whale Earth: Becauſe 
of the bouſe of the Lord our God we will fo ber goed: Por our Bre- 
thren and Companions Jake , we will now ſay , Peace bewithinber 
Walls, proſperity within her Palaces. | 


Edinburgh 4 Tune 144, 


Subſcribed in name of the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk 
of Scotland , by the Moderator of the Aflembly, 


a 


CO ——— 


T he Aſſemblies anſwer to their Com- 


m1ſ/ioners at London. 


Reverend an1 Beloved Brethren , 


t would have been the rejoycing of oar hearts, andthe 
lightning of our countenances , to have ſeen your faces, 
and 1njoyed your preſence here with us , eſpecially, ſhould 
yee have arrived unto us loaden with the ſpoils of Antt- 
chriſt, the Trophees of the Kuk of Chriſt ,-and the long 
Jonged - for fruits of your painfu]l labours : Bur ſeeing 


' Kthathpleaſed the Lord whoſe Intereftin the bufineſſe 15 


Main 
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main and principall otherwiſe todiſpoſe, it doth become 
us with all humility to ſubmit to his good vleaſure, with 
faich & patience to attend his leaſure , for be that beleeveth mg. 
keth not baſes , and with more frequency and fervencie in pra. 
yer {eck ro him who w:ll be ſought for theſe things and ha- 
ving begunthe good work will perfeft it , and double the benefi 
by beſtowing 1t ina more ſeaſonable time ypro us- >. 

We havenor been alittle refreſhed wit will errers ſend 
untqus and /heCommiilioners of the preceeding Aſſembly, 
and with theſe from the Reverend Synod of Diviues , the 
anfwer whereof you will be pleaſed to preſent unto them : 
by all which and more particularly by a full Relation from 
the Lord Wariſtoun a faithfull witnefle and a fellow labonrer 
with you theie , we lee andacknowledge that by the Lords 
blefling', the Progreſie of the Work is already more » than 
we can overtake 1h the courſe of our thankfulneſſe ; that 


your labours are very great, your pains unceflant , your 


thovghts of heart many , that ye endure the heat ofne 
day 3 bur being confident of your patient continuance in 
wel-doing, and thatyour labogrs ſhall not be in vaine inthe 
Lord ,wee have renewed your Commiſſion , and rerurned 
the Lord Wariſtown unto you , according to your defire, 
that ye may proiecute that great Work which the Lord hath 
blzfed lo farre inyour hands. 

When the Ordination and entry of Miniſters ſhall be 
conformable tothe Ordinance of God , there is to be expe- 
Ged a richer bleiling ſhall be powred out from above, both 
of furniture and afliſtance vpon themſelves , and of ſucceſſe 
upon their Iabours ; for wiich end as ovrearneſt defire is, 
that the DireCtory for it may be eſtabliſhed : ſo doe we ex« 
ceedingly long to (ee the commonDirectory for worſhip per- 
fected , which , may prove an happy meane of that wiſhed 
for Uniformity 1n the Kirks of the three Kingdomes , ſhall 
(we trult) direct by all Rocks of offence and occaſions of 
ſtumbling, and ſhall remoye all theſe corruprions wheres 
with the Lords iacrilfice and (ſervice hath been defiled, 

Thar point conceininga change of the Paraphraſe of tire 
Pfalmes in Meerter , we have referred tro the Commiſſioners 
here, whoſe power and Commiſſion granted by the prece- 


ding Afſembly', we haye renewed and continued That} 


* 


\ 
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That there be difticuiries concerning Kirk-Governmenr, 
wee think it nor ſtrange for theſe reaſons you lay eur before 
us 3 yer becauſe the winds of menare f1:1in ſuſpenſe upon 
the ſucceſſe of the dererminarion of that Reverend Aferbly 
on the one hand , ard upon the ſucceſſe of the Warre on the 
other : which doth nota little faint their hearts and feeble 
their hands, both youand we muſt be inſtant with God and 
man for a finall determination of all theſe debates , anda 
hapyy and (ſpeedy concluſion” of this grear affaire, ſo much 
concernin? his own glory and the good of his Kirk. Now 
the | ord lead you mall truth , and groe you underſtanding in all 
things- 
Edinburgh 4. June 1644. 
| Subſcribed m name of the Generall 
Aſiembly ty the Moderator. 


% QS_”——= * — 


The Aſdemblies Letter tothe Kirks in ' 
the Netherlands. : 


Fratres in Domino p'\urimum colendi. © 


pm 
on Amno ſuperiore Boakfrurans Jelandicarum: nomine , miſſe Gecla: 


ſunt ad nos Litere , ut eas communis totius Eccleſize veflres 
*elpic.e voluntat teſte; fuiſſe mterpretaremur , efſeeit be- 
nevolentia veftra tot tantiſque offictts nobis ſpeftata : Quam ſemen 
#am nobis confirmarunt ea que copiose clarisfimusEgues D. Archi- 
badus Tonſto nus Variſtonus #n foro ſupremoFudex , 4 reliquis 
eumO rdinum' tum Eccliſie hujus Regni Delegats Londino non 
ita pridem remiſſus , in hac ipſa Syodo Nationals de eximio veſtrg 
erga nos ſtudio commenaravit : Preſertim quantafid: , quam ſoli= 
cit2 diligentia noſtram , vel Domini potius noſtri eſu Chriſti cau= 
ſam » que nunc Londini agitur . & promoveritts , E promovere 
etiamnum ſatagats. Quo m negotio > ex #5, quorum ab eoveaie 
tata audivimus nomina , de propenſa reliquarum vo/untate E9 cu- 
14 , ut conciliande Eccleftarum Britamicarum unions feliciter 
ſuſcepra confilia , veſtrs ope EF opera proſperum mature ſortiantuy 
exitum , minims obſcura fecimus maicja» Sn hec ramwlliiſeria 
ene 


- bn 


* 221tm rerum ad noſtram in tantis anguſts's relaxattmem & ſols 
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benevolentiz veſtre teſtimona , 3 in omnium bonorum ocubs ady 
perſpicua , ut evrum memoriam uulla 1unquam delere potuerint oblix 
©14. Labors autem &5 jam mpen/i EG porrs ſuſcepti ad controverſig 
#7 Synody Londinenh ſuborientes feliciter expediendas E5 deci 
dendas nequando peentteat * EX eo quem per dryinam jam benedifiy 
nem fruFum cepiſers , optima queue m poſterum ſperare conſents 
Wum eft . : $127 

Hutc tam honorifice beneficiorum veſeroram commemorationi (|| do 
D. Variftonio fate ſupervenerunt ex partibus Hibernie aquils- | i 
Narivs Litere multorum Chirsgraphis ſubfignatee ; Qui ſingularit | Hi 
87atre millam Eceleſiam divinicus effuſe 5 ex quo tempore in ſ0cietge | att 
em federitrium unitorum ſub Rege noſtro ho — : ſunt} & 


»» Mentzone fafta , hujus inquiunt divine benedifionts ampliſiimun | te 


2» nuper habuimus teſtimonium  Santtorum m Belgio liberalits | tt 
| 


>» tem eximiam ; Quinobis , ignotis licet E9 poregrinss , fratres 
. 92 Moſtrs amantiſiunos, & malarum moſirorum ſenſu tenerring 
>» compunttos aperte demonſtrarunt, Pauculos en'm nos gladn 
9 Juperſtites , E9 fame propediem interituros , omnibus extrenilt 
7, Circumventes , m ipſo articulo ſublevarunt : Nec tantum 0s 
>» tione ad conſolation!:m comprſita nobis anmmos confirmarunt, ha» 
>, tantes ut humiliter incedentes D-um leberatorem expectemul, 
3» Fs non niſi ad bre te tempus aciem ſuam 4 domo |aCob avſcoy 
22 dere ſolet , ſed ſubſidio infuper opulento cum annone , tum alits 


»» tjum meceſſarium copioſe-nos refocillarumt . Tantum men fi 
23 centiam cum ſupplices a Dev contendamug . wt ſeptuplam ipſit m 
»5 ſinum rependat -. tum demiſſe vos etiam arque etiam rogamus ue 
>» in tanti boneficts agnitions Focl:firs Belgicts . nubi cum gratia 
»» agatis, Hoe ili, In quo quidem offi:10 fi ullis deſimus , mn 

parzter © illos graviter peccomnus 
Honeſcimus ipitur alluſtriſ/ymorum © potentiſiimoru_m HolJane 
diz . Leland #, aliorumque Ordinum Fe'rice vm tam exk 
tam beneficentiam: Quabus non conniventibus modo E9 vermit- 
zentibus { quod ipſum non euloare benefieium habendum eſſet ) ſed 
authoribus ettam modumque E9 rattonem reſcribentibus . exem? 
plo gnoque precuntibus ingubſidiam, Fratrum noſrrorum Hb*t« 
ne f.;m collea per Fecleſias fate ad ipſos mature deportata Ft: 
Apnoſcimus piorum miiſdem tk cclefirs ©elgicis tam expromptam,god 
luntatem & liberalitatem ; Aﬀoſe camus tanztum beneficium y + v- 
0 


- 
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Lipſos magis fratres noſtres , quam in tMorum perſona in noſmet ip- 

fas eſſe collatum : Voſque ( fratres Reverenii) o5n'xe rogatos vos 

lumus , ut quemadmetum nos ad omnem grati animt ſipnificatic- 

ntm prompui ſemper ertmus , ita qua vebis potiſſimum' rations come 

wiodum videbitur , illuſtriſfimis C5 poreniiſſimis Ordinibus noftre l 
nomine gragiasfagatis populy abr frocr veſire@commiſſs  * + 
12m publice uſtiverſo, tum privatim' ſingulis , us eccaſio tulertt , 
demonſ! retis quam honorifice de ip ſis fertiamus , O& quanti facia- 
mus tam eximiam Benevolentian © charitatem, qud in Ecclefiarum 
Hibernicarum con/olaricne viſcera neſlra refocillavernmt, Que 
ahetem weftre fuerins payies , fratres charifſini, Tuan pio ſtudio 
&labove , quam aſſidua diligentia 1nite chavitatis ſemen in ſege= 
tem & maturam tandem mefſem provexeritis, cum nos libentes ag= 
toſcimus , rum res 3þſa loquitur , & frufus opimus abunde tefta- 
fr, Jnuprimis autem ( quod caput eft) tante pratie authorem 
E largitorem nos'una cum Eccleſiis Hibernicis laudamus & ce- 
lebramus : Com precantes ut m vos uniuerſosy in Eccleſias a Domt- 
no vobis commiljſas , in illuſirifſſimos Pelgii weftri Ordines Spirt- 
fun ſuum copioſe effundat , ut quemadmodum in Rep. vefira ad- 
zerſus hoſtem” potentiſſimum defendenda , & inter tantas bellorum 
moles indies amplificanda , in Evangeliiluce@ wveritate incontami- 
nat4 corera inferorum portas in veſiris Eccleſiis propugntmds , 
atque inde latius propapandd , immenſa Dei vobis excubantis po- 
tmita , multifirntis ſapientia, & eximia beneficentia , per uni- 
verſums terrarum orbem haFenus celtbrata eft ; ita bonis omni- 
bus vos deinceps cumulare perget idem ſons omnis banitatis , ut 
frementibus religionis & lider is veſtre hoſtibus , ſapientie & 
otimarum artium juxta ac armorum triumphorumque gloria meer 
nobiliſſimas gentes Reſp. veſtra ſaederata quotidie magis emintat , 
Eccleſia ſacrorum puritate , & celeftis veritatis ſplendore perfpt- 
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gi oy efulgeat 3 eoque proſpere vobis cedant veſtra prudentis fima & 
+. | [*uberrimaconſilia , quibus certisſimum «d felicitatem publicam 


PI Gow pendium v0s Capeſſere demonitratis , nec vohis tantum conſul. : 

ts, ſed de vicinis etiam Eccleſsis ſoliciti, qua opera , qua con- - # 
F: filto opibuſque veſty's eas ſublevatis & confirmatis omnes, & quafi 
21 © ſpecula univerſis proſpicientes de periculis imminentibus ccmmo- 
oY facitic, & ad riinam ab hoſlibus dolcs? mackinatam mature 
in Y jrecavendam armatis, | 
gl | Ny a Trgo 
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Ergo quod anno ſuperiori , veluti figno dats, Reformatas om. 
nes Ecclefias , misſis ex Zelandia literis commonuiftis , ut cum 
impoſtores , Jeſu nomen impudenter ementiti , ceterique Antichria 
fti jatellizes, quo ſecurius in populum erroribus Pontificiis faſeing« 

: : tum grafſart, & purtores Chriſti Eccleſias funditus extirpare ques 
A Scecuate ant, artisfima conjuratione jiyvawit ad impia conſilia patrands 
ſeſe accinxerunt , Ita Eccleſia quoque Reſormate ſme mora confi. 
lia in medium al acriter confirant , & animos ac vires conjungant, 
us pernic im fibi omnibus intenztatam in boſtium capita retorqueant; 
4 ni fecerins , tem pudende ignavie excuſ.tiove apud poſieritatem 
A Con84litim Earituri ; eaajelmn non minus prudens & fidum , quam jelixy. 
ſalutare libenter & tum agrovimus C nunc ipſo etiam eventu conn.) 
probamus. | 

Principio autem ad ho: conſequendum neceſſurium videtuy , u 
fe mora convolemus onines ad Deum noftrum clementi: fimum, } 

gu! pores Eccieftarum Reformatarum mores miuyne rejormatat 

wultis annis longanimitate ſud pertuliſſ-t, ferulam primum , mox 
eriam pladium vibratum interminain” , tandem rubentem G& mis, 
didum ſuorumque ſanguine caleniem & ſpumantem per region 
plurimas jam diu circumrulit; in nos denique reliquos nune intentas, 
nfs mature refipuerimus , & de domo ipſius amplius purgands , 

ratia Domint noftri Jeſu Chriſti pluris factenda , de cultu Dei 

1pfiuſque inflitutis religioſius babendis, de Sabbatho ejus ſanAifie {| #| 
candy , aquo nimium oculos noſiros avertimus , & de moribus df }| ti 
pietatis normam componendis magis ſerio quam haRenus a nobit } E 
fatum eſt , nobiſcum- ftatuentes cum populo Des ſub Nehemia, || © 
Joha , reliquiſque pits Gubernatoribus, religio-ſo fardere percuſſa, | ' 
$anquam firms fimo vinculo Deo obſlrifi, nos tn t:r nos arfius ad- 2 
verſus hoſtes univerimus , ut avertat Deus jam ſumantem QO capl- 
tibus nojtris imminentem iram , quam peccata noftra plurima & 
maxima ad er ſus nos prevocarunt & accenderunt, 

Non tantum nohis defirimus , nondum tos renovato cum De 
felere , & votis nuncuparis dignos edidimus frufus , ut nofirym 
exemplum vobis proponere libeat : Quod tamen experti ſumus, de 
Dei erga nos gratia , quo d pratituds erga Deum , qued gloria ipfus 
a mis ſlagitat , celare non aademus, Quecunque _ male me« 
rita ſunt in conſpetu Dei & hominum ; cerre ex quo die nos de res 

: igtoſo flere cum Deo & inter nos ineundo cogitavimus , 4 portis 
tnfrrorum revocari, & resnofire onnes in Dgum noflirum nectfſ, 
| ** *  meeeſſaris 
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mceſtario conjefe meltus habere ceperunt , & feliciore haRenus 
ſucceſſu proceſſerunt. Q4od fi de ſederis hujuſmodi relsgioſa ſo- 


-eietate cocunda ( quod rerum weltrarum CS Religionis in Britannia 


noſtra ex ſedere nuper inito perpurgande & ftabilinde commodo 
fieri pos fit ) wefire prudentiee viſjum fuerit cogitare , & ex con- 
ſilis corum quorum intereſt ſtatuere , ac cum atits Reformatis Ec- 
clefdis agere ( prota qua apud omnes valetis gratia) ut eandem 
vobiſcum intant rationem , non dubium eft , per Domini ac Dei 
noſtri benigniss.imi Jeſu Chriſti in Ecclesias ſuas gratiam,, fore , 
ut 10 modo , quod certiſſimum adverſus impendentia mala perfu- 
pium auxo ſuperiore missis ex Zelandia literis denunciaſiis » Ec 
cleriee Reformate arRioris Societatis vinculo inter ſeunite ad hoſli- 
um CordtUS impetruſque frangendos corroberentur & confirm. ntur ; 
ſed disjeRi erzam lapides Domus Dei per Germaniam ex rudere & 
cenerthus r:devivi reeolligantur, ac plorioſum Domininoſftri Tem= 
plam ividem inftauretur ; & purioris Religiongs Profeſſores in iflis 
Ecclevits, per resipiſcentiam ad eum gui percussis eos » reversi » & 
quod nullis caneſcat ſe&culis fadere , Dr mine nobiscum coadunati, 


"malis , ſub quorum pondere tort annos gemiſcuns, tandem ſublea 


wntur. Qu Dies longe optatissimus 51 per Dei gratiam ſemel il- 
laxerit : de cousiliorum cummunigne inter Reformatarum Eccle- 


rs. 0: 6a 
tiarum Synodos per Legatos & Literas concilganda*naint possit ra= Avda in, j 
tie, per quam Ecclesie hoftes compe/cantur , hereſes opprimantur, . 


& ſchiſmata retarciantur , pax cum Des 29 inter Ecctesias firma 
con/ervetur , & glorioſum Dei opus jn Evangelio per orbem terra- 
rum propagando, & Antichriſt yeguo abolendo promoveatur, 
Quod ut optandum, O& ſperandum , plis 3 prudentibus veſtris 
medirationibus , ut bonnm ſemen facondis5imo ſolo commendamus, 


Edintburgi , 4 Junit 1644, 


Veſtrz Dignirati & Fraternititi addifiiflimi , Paſto- 
res & Seniores Nationalis Synodi Scoticanz , & 
noſtro omnium nomine ac mandaro, 


DIKECT. 


celesiis Dei , que ſunt in unitis 
Hollandiz, Zelandiz , aliisque 
je4erasi Belgiu Provinciis. | 
24 Q 2 Ordinance 
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Ordinance concerning Bur ſars. 


Lhe Aſſembly underſtanding that rhe Overture fop 
maintaining Burſars, in the Aſſembly bolden in the 
. YEAr 1641. upon the 7. of Auguſt, Sefl. 15. 15 never yet 
Put 1n practice : Do therefore Ordain Presbyteries to put 
the ſame in praftice with all diligence, and to make account 
thereof ro the next Aﬀlembly. 


u——_—— 
_ _ —_— —_— _— 


Oramance for up lifting and imploying 
Penglties contained iy Afls of Parliament » 
24p02 pious uſes. 


He Aſſembly underſtanding that the executing of 

ſome laudable As of Parliament, made againſt 

Non- Communicants and Excommunicate perſons, 

and of divers other As containing pecuniall pains for res 

— of Vice, and advancing Piety, is much negleCted 

by the ſlowneſle of Presbyteries and Miniſters , in ſeeking 

Lxecution thereof : Therefore ordains Presbyteries and 

Miniſters reſpeFive, ro be diligent hereafter by all means » 

3n proſecuting full and exact Execution of all ſach As of 

Parliament , for lifting the ſaids Penalties contained 

in the ſame, and for faithfull imploymentrhereof, upon 

pious uſes, and thar every Presbyterie report their dili« 
gence herein yearly to Generall Aſſemblies, | 


— 


An Overture concerning Promiſes of Mar- 

riage made by C Minors, to thoſe with whom they ; 
have committed Fornication, 

| pagers} as It;is found by experience, thatſome young 

men berg put to Colledges by their wel-affgted Pa- 

Tents 


| 
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rents; that they may be inſtructed in the knowledge of Arts 
and Sciences , to thetnrtent they may bee moreable for pu- 
blick Imployments in the Ecclefiaſtick and Ciyill ttare , 
that the (aid Children hes committed Fornication : And 
the Woman and her friends hes ſeduecd the foreſaid Schol 
lers being Minors, to make promiſe of Marriage to the 
party with whom they have committed Fornication 3 And 
thereupon intends to get the benefire of Marriage with the 
ſaid young men , not onely withour the conſent of their 
Parents , but to their greargrief, and ro the grear appea- 
rance of the ruine and overthrow of their eſtate : Which 
may be the cafe of Noblemen and Gentlemens children, as 
welas of theſe of other eſtates and degrees within-the King 
dom. Wherefore ifthe Aſſembly think it expedient, it 
would be declared that all ſuch promiſes be made null and 
of none effect , eſpecially where the maker of the promiſe 

is Minor, and not willing to obſerve the ſamine z becauſe 

his Parents will not conſent, bur oppoſe and contradict , 
threatning to make him loſe got onely his fayour but both 
blefliagand birth » right, This Ordjnance ſhal not onely 
be very expedient formany good civill cauſes, bur is very 
conſonant and agrecable ro\\Word of Gad , and will be ,; +. 
very comfortable to man Godly Parents, who- other- 
wiſe may be disappointed of their pious iateations , and 
have the comfort they expected, turned to an heavy and 
grievous croſſes 


' 


The Generall 5ſſembly thinks it convenient at this time todelay 
determmation in the matter above- written untill the next a 
ſembly , That in the meane time every Presbteriemay take t 
Same to their ſerions conſiderations and report their judgements 

$0'the Aſſembly. 
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Af concerning diſcenting voices in 
Presbyteries and Synods. 


He Aſſembly thinks it neceflar, if any Member of 

Presbyteries or Synods ſhall finde in marters depending 
before them , that the Moderator ſhall refuſe to put any 
thing of 1mportance to voices ; Or if they finde any thing 
carried by plurality of voices to any determinaiion which 
th-y conceive to be contrary ta the Word of God , the AAg 
of Aſſembly , or to the received order of rhis Kirk , Thar 
in either of theſe caſes they urge their diſſent to be marked 


in the Regiſter; And if that be refuſed , that they pro- ' 


zeſt as they would defire to be free of common cenſure with 
the reſt: And the Aﬀembly decla:es the diſſenters to be 
cenſurable , 1f their disſent ſhall be found otherwiſe nor 
they conceived. 


—_— 


—Y 


AF concerning the Elettion of a Moderato 


in Provinciall Aſſemblies. 


Yo General Afſembly underſtanding that ſome Provin- 
cial Aſſemblies in chooſing their Moderator, tye them- 
ſelves to theſe Perſons who have been before named and de- 
ftgned in-particular Presbyteries, which is againſt the 1i- 
bertie of the Provincial Aſſembly : Therefore diſcharges 
Presbyteries to make any ſuch nomination hereafter; . And 
ardain Provincials in their firſt meeting, roele rheir Mos 
gderator , and to make their own Liſt for that effe& without 
any (uch prexlimitarion, 


| 


| 
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gregations 1m the Towne where the 

» Aſſembly holds, 

; 39 | 

& fe Aſſembly judge ir moſt neccffar and comely, ſeeing 

the firſt day of che mecring 6f General] Aſſemblies. 
is by the laudable practice of this Kirk a day of Faſting and 
Humuliation , for craving the Lords bleſſing to that Meet- 
ing; Thatnor onelyithe Members of the Afembly , ybur 
that all rhe Congregations alio of rice CLown where the Afſ- 
ſembly holds bee ſo exerciſed : And that pnblick Worthip 
bee in allche Kirks thereof that day for rhat effect., . 


T# Gemerall Aſſembly appoints the meeting of the 
next Aſcembly, ro be upon the laſe Thurſday 0 May, 
in the cer 1645. at Edinburgh. ,, 
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Ar Edinburgh , Fanuar 1645. 
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Die Jovis, 23. Jan. 1645. poſt meridem. 
Sell. 


T he Letter from the Commiſſioners at Lons 
don to the General Aſſembly, 


Right Honourable, Reverend , andbeloved in the Lord, 


ZZ Vt $ weare not without rhe knowledge, ſo are we 
| not wichour the feeling of rhe diltrefles of our 
Native Countrey , and of the troubles of our 

| dear Brethren , ſpecially that the hand of the 
Lord is ſtretched out againſt you , not only by Invaſion 
from without of the baſelt of the children of men , bur alſo 
by the unnatural treach?ry of ſome within 3 who have dealt 
perfidiouſly in the Covenant and Cauſe of God : They b'ſſe 
and pnash the teeth ; they ſay , Wee have ſwallowed her up : cer= 
tainly this is the day that wee booked for : Wee have jound , wet 
hats ſren it ; the Lord hath cauſed thine Enemy to rejcice over 
thze , be hath ſet up the horn 6f thine Adverſaries : Yer ( ſaith 
the Lord, whois thy Maker and thy Husband ; the Leor1 of 
hoſts is his name , and thy Redeemer the holy One of Iſrael ) fr - 

mn 
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ſmall moment have I forſaken 1hee , but with great meyeies will 1 


gather thee, In a little wrath 1 hide my face from thee, for a 


moment ; but with everlafting kindneſſe will 1 bave mercy ou thee + 


For this is as the waters of Noah » the Covenant of my peace chall 


rot be removed , ſa'th the Lerd that hath mercy on thee.” When 
the found tion of the Houſe of the Lord was laid , the 
Prieſts and Levites any to/erher in praiſing and giving thanks 
tothe Lord 3 Srcauſe bit is good, for his mircy endurtth for 
ever, And we hope at this time upon the coming 2four re. 
yerend Brethren , and the fight of thar which they bring 
with them , the noiſe of the hour of joy ; ſhall be louder 
then the noiſe of rhe weeping of the People. This we may 
ſay , that not many years ago» many of us would havebeert 
content to have loſed our lives,that we might have obrained 
that which the Lord, if not 1n a miraculous, yer in a maryell- 
tous and merciful providence, hath brought to paſſe in this 
Hland, in theſe dayes, which many before us, have defired to 
ſee, & have not (een. God forbid that it ſhould ſeeme a ſmall 
thing in your eyes which is done here already ,. as it is ex. 
preſled in a Paper from the Parliament , and Letters from 
the Aſſembly. Ye are beſt acquainred with the tentarions 
and difficulties which ye meer. with thers , whichare alſo 
very ſenſible unto us ; And when we conſider how the 
Lord hath carried on his work here at the firſt caking of the 
Covenant , and fince, againſt much learning and conrrt- 


diction , againſt much Policie, power , and all ſorts of op- 


poſition ( ſuch as Reformation uſerh to encounter ) we are 
raviſhed with admiration of rhe right hand of theAlmighry., 
For our part » we may confidently avouch in the fight of 
GO D and beiore you, whom next unto GO P we do 
reſpeCt and reverence, and to whom zs your ſervants we 


are accomprable , that in all our proceedings we had firſt 


of all the word of G O D before our eyes forthe Rule; and 
for our Parern the Church of Scotland , ſo much as was pol> 


fible ; andnolefle { if not more) then if all this rime fince 


we parted from you , we had been fitting i:1 a National At- 


A 
S wg 


ſembly there, and debating matrers with cur BrethreT at* 


home : Where we were not able to ger every thing framed 
to our minde , we have engcayoured as much as we could z* 
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6 preſerve ofir ewn Reformation and praftice; of which 


our Brerhren will give you accompr-in the particulars , we 
hope , to your ſatisfaction. . That an Uniformitle in every 
thing is not obtained in the beg! 


The laying afide of the Book of Common Prayer , The Di. 
.  xectory © _ concluded in both Heuſes ofParliament; 

and the principall Propoficions of Church - government pa. 
ſedin the Afſembly , all of them according to the ſolemneg 
League and Covenant, the greateſt of all, are three or foure 


witneſſ=s toprove, chat the Lord hath done great things for 


us, whereof weare glad, and which make us like chem that 
. Eream : And we are (ure, that not onely the Reformed 
Kirks, bur the Papilts wiilſay , The Lord hath done great 
things for them. 
All that we deſire, is : 1, That the Direftory of Worh- 
___ returned by our Brethren with all poſiible expe» 
1 


tion, that it may be publiſhed here, and put in pradtiſe, 


as that which is extreamely longed for by the good People, 
aud will be a remedy of the many differences and diviſions a« 


bout the Worſhip of God in this Kingdome , eſpecially in - 


this place : If there be any thing in it that diſplcaſerh, lerig 
be remonſtrate upon irrefragable and convincing reaſon , os 
therwiſe ye wy in your wiſedome give approbation to it , 
2, If there be any particular differences among ſome Bre- 
thren ; which are not determined , but paſſed over in fi- 
lence in the Directory , and yer hinted arin the Letrer from 
the Aſſembly , we hope thar in your wiſedome! ye will ſo 
conſider of them , that they may be layde aſide in due time y/ 


and that in the mean while, till che Directory be concluded 


and put in practice , . there be no trouble about them . for 
that were aSSnow in Summer, and as Rain in Harveſt, We 
know nothing of that kinde , that all of us who love Unitie, 
Order, and Edification , may not perfe&ly agreein, with- 


out ſcandall or diſtrubance': - And we beleech the Lord to: - 


keep thar Kirk free of ſuch Sefts and Monlters of opinions , 

as are daily ſet' on foot and multiplied inthis Kingdome , 

through the want of that Church - government by Aſſem- 

blics , which hath preſerved us, and we hope , a 4 
© 1 n 


| nning , let it not ſeem- 
ſtrange; The levelling of the high Mountain of Prelacie , 
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that ſuch a Commiſſion may be ſertled as we may at all occa- 
fGons till the Wark be finiſhed , have our recourſe unto, for 
our direftionand reſolution: for we know both our own 
weakneſſe : and the greatneſſe of th? Work : wherein we 


EY 
bleſſing of God , ſhall cure them, *3z. Becauſe Namonall: 
Aſſemblies cannot frequently conveene , we humbly defire ,. 


can promiſe no more bur to be Faithfull in obeying your: 
commandments, as inthe fight of God , whom with our + 


Souls we Pray , to grantyou his Spirit , to guide you ata 
all cruth, And thus continue. 
Warceſter houſe , Tan. 6. 1645 
Your humble andfaitbfull Servants, ; 


+ } Loudoun, Alex. Henderſon. 
Ron 7 Jo. Maitland, Sam» Rutherfurd, 
DIRECT. 
For the Right Reverend tho Gene 
yall Aſſembly of the Kzrk 


of Scotland. 


_ —_—_———— 


T 


—_— 


_ 
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England , zo the Generall Aſſembly. 


Right honourable . right reverend, and dearly beloved 
mthe LORD FESUS, 


A? cold waters to a thirſly foul, ſo is good news. from a far Countrey. 


| The Letter from the Synode of Divines in + 


Weyour Brethren , ye: remairiiog in the Fwinace of ate ., 
fiction » and ſtill labou gs the very fire, Have atlengrth, . 


by the good Hand of GO 


uron us, attained ſo far toward . 


the Mark at which we all aime, that we ſhall now ſend , 


you, by two of your Reverend and Faithful Commiſſioners 
r Robert Bailie, and Mr George Gilleſpie ( our much honou- 
red Brethren ) ſome good-news of that great Work, after 


which your zeal for Truth and Peace hath ſo much thir- *' 


ked, and for which you have not lowed your lives unto the ſeach, 
Uh 4 > +. # 35 dn Y = "I -—_—_ P ( ur 
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Our ptogreſſethertin'hath not. been ſo expeditious as wa 
defired and expeted. This, utito ſuch as cither know 
net, or conſider nor, The weight and greatneſſe of the 
Work, nor The manifold difficalties which have occurred 
to obftrud onr proceedings in this day of darknefſe and ca- 
Jamity (too ſadto be exprefled) hath bzen like unto 
deferred ; which makes the heart ſick : Howbeit , we truſt, 
+ when their deſire ( namely that which we have prepared , 
attd are further intravell with ) shalcom: unto them , It wil 
$:, through God, a Tree of lift, as to our great comfort 
atd encouragement, we already perceive it ro be to both 
the honourable Houſes of Parhament. 

Touching the ſeverall Papers brought to us from your 
Honourable and Reverend Commiſſioners , by the hands of 
the Committee appointed to treat with them in mmatters of 
Religion -( one of the Papers, being given in the 10. of 
November 1643, Concetneth the ſeverall forts of Church» 
officers and Afemblies : Anqther,, bearing dare the 24 of 
Jatwary 1642+ Concerneth Congregation all Elderſhips, and 
Clafficall Presbyteries: The other, being preſented the 
x5. of Auguſt laſt, repreſenteth the neceſlity of making 
greater ſpeed in ſetling the intended Uniformiry'in Religion) 
according to the late lolemne Covenant : ) We hold it our 


duty., in regard both of the 'ar& and inſeparable Union y: 


which the Lord hath happily and ſeaſonably tnade berween 
ouandus, and of your indefatigable and ineſtimable las 
our of love to this afflicted Kingdom, - to give your Lord- 
ſhips and the reſt of that Venerable Aſſembly , ſome briet 
account, , 


Concerninglsne Confeſſion of Faith, and Forme of Catt+ . 


Cchiſme, we make no queſtion of a bleſſed and perfect har- 

mony with you. The publick Doctrine, held out by our 

Church to all che World (eſpecially, whea ir ſhall be revies 
wed, which is in great part done) concurring ſo mu 
with yours » may aflure you of your hearts defire in th 
afticulars , ſo ſoon as time and opportunity may give us 
iberty to perfe&t what we hava begun. 


The chuef xeaſon of laying afide the review of our publick. 


Arme , afterſtht happy and much defired ajrivall _—__ 
yere 
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Reverend Commiſlioners here , was, The drawing up and 
accelerating of a DireCtory for Warſhip, and: of a Forme 
of Church - Goverment ; in both of which we ſtoned at a 
greater diſtance from ether Reformed Churches of Chriſt's 
and particularly from yours ( which we very much-hanour} 
with whom our ſolemne ſacredNationallCavenantrequireth 
us to endeayonr the neareſt Corjuntion and Uniformity', 
that we and our poſterity after us, may as Brethrem live in 
Faith and Loye, and the Lord way delight to dwell in the 
midſt of usSs Wes 

Nor haye our labours there in been fruſtrate: For we 
have perfected and tranſmitted a DireQtory for Worſhip', 
to both Houſes of Parliament ; where it hath received ſuch 
Acceptance , that it is now paſſed. in both: the Honourable 
Houſes of Parliament ; which we hope will be- to the joy 
and comforrofall our godly and dear Brethren in all His 
Majeſties Kingdoms mY Domintons. 

We have not adviſed any impofition which might make'ix 
unlawfull to yary from itin any thing; Yer we hope, all 
our Reverend Bretiiren in this Kingdom , and in yours alſo; 
will ſo far value and reverence that which upon ſo- long des 
bare and ſerious deliberation hath, been agreed upon io this 
Aflembly ( when it ſball alſo paſſe with you, and be ſets 
led ache common publick Directory for all the Chu: ches im 
the three Kingdomes ) thartir ſhall notbe rhe leffe r rded 
and obſerved. And albeit we have not exprefled in the Dis 
rectory every minute paxticular, whichis or mightbe eirhee 
Jad afide or retained among us, as comely and uſefull in 
practice 3 yer we truſt - that none-will be: ſo tenacious 
old cuſtoms not_expreſſely forbidden',. or ſo averſe from 
good examples although new, in matters of leſſer conſes 
quece, aStoinſiſt upon their liberty of retaining; the one, 
or refuſing the other, becauſe not ſpecified inthe Direftorys 
bur bs ſtudioys to pleaſe others rather thenthemſelves- 

We have likewile ſpent divers moneths in the ſearch of. 
the Scriptures, to,finde ouritheminde of Chriſtconcernii 
e Forme of Church - government, wherein we: could 
byt expeCt the. greareſt difticuyiz-For-our bercer Progyeſſs 
herein » Wee baye, with all reſpeRt confidoged (he ſeveral 
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' Papers of your Honourable and Reverend Commiſſioners} 
- touching this Mead ; and do with all thankfulnefle , ack. 
nowledge their great zeal, judgement, and wiſdom Expre(- 
ſed therein( as alſo , the excellent affiſtance and great furs 
therance of your Reverend Commiſſioners in this greg 
Work; which now, through GODS goodneſfle, is yery 
near to a period alſo. 

In purſuit whereof» we made a ſtrict ſurvey and ſcrutinie 
of every Propoſition, that we might findeir agreeableto, 
and warfanted by the Word of God, ina method of our 
own; without reſting upon any particular modell or frame 
whatſoever already conſtitured: What we have performed; 
and how farre we have proceeded therein , we leave to the 
information of your Reverend Commiſſioners, who have 
been eye and car witneſſes of all that hath paſt, and we 
doubt nor but you will ſhortly receive a ſatisfactory anſwer 
from hence , fo ſoon asir ſhall be paſſed in the Honourable 


Houſes of Parliament. 


And now, Right Honourable , and right Reverend 
Brethren, ler i« nat ſeem grievous that we have thisYelayed 
the farisfying of your earneſt and juſt expeRagjon : "Ir is the 
Lor of Jeruſalem , to have her Wals builr in troublous 
times , when there are many adverſaries, Nor let it 
offend, that (albeit we ackowledge the many, great, 
and ineſtimable expreſiions of your love zeal, and helpful- 
neſſe unto us every way in the day of our diſtreſle , ro be 
bevond all that we can in words acknowledge) we pro- 
feſſe plainly ro you , T hat we do moſt unwillingly part with' 
thoſe our Reverend and dear Fellow - labourers , your 
Commiſſioners , whom now you have called home , to 
xender an account of cheir imployment here ; which hath 
been ſo-managed both byrh-m and the reſt af their Honour- 
able and Reverend Colleagues , 2« deſerveth many thanks, 
and all Honourable acknowledgement, aot onely frem us , 
but from you alſo. 

- Give us leave roadde , tharthe long experience we have 


had of the great ſufficiency , inregritv , and uſefulneſe of | 


them all, in the great Work of Chriſt our common Lord 
and Maſter , inforcerh us-6next to our greateſt ſure , con-' 


tNUance | 
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tinnance of your fervent prayers) tobe earneſt ſuiters, nor 
onely for the continuance of theſe excellent helpers, Mr: 
Alex: Henderſm , and Mr. Sam. Rutherfurd , yet remaining 
with us , but allo for the ſpecdy return hither of onr Reyes 
rend Brethren that are now going hence , for the Pere 
fefting of that Work which yerremains. And thisſute ws 
traſt, you will the rather grant , becauſe of rhe great and 
joint concernment of both Churches andKingdoms in theſe 
matters. 

Now the ſpirir of wiſdom and of all grace reſt upon your 
in all your great conſultations » as at all times ; ſo efpeci- 
ally now when you ſhal} be gathered togriker intheNameof 
the Lord Jeſus, for the further bvilding up ard poliſhing 
of his Church ; and cauſe the fruit of all your labour to be 
tothe praiſe and glory of GOD , 2nd the comfort and r& 
joycing of the hearts of all the Iſrael of God: He reward all 
our dear Brethren of that Siſter Church and Nation mani=- 
fold into their boſome » 2ll the labours, loye , andſufe 
ferings which they have afforded, and ſtill do, che@fully 
continue , for our ſakes and the Goſpels, in this diſtratted 
and bleeding Kingdome3 ſuppreſſe all commotions and 
bloody patices of the common Enemy, in both, yeain 
all the three Kingdoms 3 ſet up the Throne of JeſugChrift , 
and make all the Kingdoms to be the Lords , and onr Jeru« 
ſalem ro bea praiſe upon Earth , that all that love her and 
mourn for her, may rejoyce for joy with her, and may ſuck” 
and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of ther conſolation, - 


Weſtminſter , Jan 5+ 1644. 
Subſcribed by Your moſt loving Betthren , and fellow-laboi- 
rers in the Work of the L ord,in the name of this whole Aſiembly, 


William Twifle , Prolocutor. 
Coraelins Burges  Afeſſer. 
John White , Aſeor. 

Henry Robrough , Scribe. * 
Adomram Byfield , Scribe+ 


DIRECT. oF 
Tothe Right Honourable , and right Reverend , the General Afy 
28 Jag; 


© ſemblyof the Church of Scotland, theſe preſent 
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28 Jar.1645- Poſt meridiem. Die Martts.. 
Seff. 5. 
Approbation of the Proceedings of the 


Commiſſion of the 10 preceding , 
Aſeemblies. 


e Generall Aſſembly. having heard the report of the 
Committee appointed to confider and examine the 
Proceedings of the Commiſſioners of the two laſt Generall. 
Aſſemblies, v:z-. Of che Aſſemblies held in Edinburgh in 
theycers 1643 and 1644+ Andafter mature deliberation, 
and ſerious conſideration thereof , Finding that the whole 
As, Proceedings» and Concluſions of the ſaids Commil- 
foners contained in a Book and Regiſter , ſubſcribed by 
Maſter Andraw Ker their Cl-rk , and by Maſter George Leſlie 
Moderator, and Maſter William Jaffray , Clerk to the faid 
Committee; Declare much wiledome, diligence» vigts 
Jancie , and commendable zeal; And that the ſaids Com- 
, miſlioners haye orderly and formally proceeded in every 
thing according to their Commiſſions; Do therefore Rarihe 
and. Approve che ſaid whole Acts, Proceedings, and. 
Concluſions of the Commuſſioners ofthe two Aﬀemblics' 


aforeſaid. 


> 


— 


3, Februar. 1645. Die Lune, Poſt me- 
ridiem. Sell. 10. 


CATG of the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk of 
Scotland, for the eſtablishing and putting in 
execution of the DireQaory for the publick 
Worship of G © D. 


Hereas an happy Unity and Uniformity in Religion a- 
'V mongt the Kirks of Chriſt in theſe three Kingaoms 3 
wwe under one Sovcraigne , Bath been long and earneltly 
: wiſhed 
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withed for by the godly and well-affeted amongft us, was 
propounded' as a main Article of the large Treaty , wirh« 
out whioh Band and Bulwark no ſafe well-grounded and 
Jaſting Peace could be expefted 3 And afterward with 

- greater ſtrengrh and mararity , revived 1n the Solemne Lea- 
oue and Covenant of the three Kingdomes ; whereby they 
ſtand ſtraitly obliged ro endeavour the neereft Unifornuty 

 inone forme of Church - government , Directory of Wor- 
ſhip , Confeſſion of Faith , and forme of Carechifing : 
Which hath alſo before and fince our entring into that Cove- 
nant , been the matter of many Supplications and Remon- 
ſtrances, and ſending Commiſſioners to the Kings Maje= 
ſtie, of Declarationsto the Honourable Houſes of the Par- 
liament of England, and of Letters to the Reverend As« 
ſembly of Divines » and others of the Miniſterie of the Kirk 
of England, being alſothe end of our ſending Commiſſio- 
ners, as was deſired from thisKirk, with Commiſſion to 
treat of Uniformitie in the foure particulars afore- mene 
tioned, with ſuch Commrtees. as ſhould be appointed by 
both Houſes of the Parliament of England, and by the Af 

{embly of Divines firting ar Weſtminfter': And befde 
allthis, it being tmpoint of conſcience the chief morive and 
end of our adventuring upon manifold and great hazards , 

for quenching the devourine flame of the preſent unnaturall 
and bloody Warrein England, though ro the weakning of 

this Kingdome within ir ſelf, and the advantage of rhe E- 

nemy which hath invaded ir , accounting nothing tqo deas 

to us, fo that this our joy be fulfilled. And now this 
great Work being ſo faradvanced , that a DireCory for the 

publick Worſhip of GOQD in all the three Kingdomes , 


being agreed upon by the Honourable Houſes of the Pzrlia- 


ment of England, after conſultarion with the Divines of 
both Kingdomes theve aſſembled , and ſent t@ us for our 
Approbation , that being alſo agreed upon by this Kirk and 
Kingdome of Scotland , it may be in the name of both 
Kingdomes preſented to the Kigg , for his Royal conſent 
and Ratification, The General Aﬀembly having moſt ſeri+ 
ouily conſidered, reviſed,and examined the DireQtory afore 
menuoned , after ſeveral publckreadingsofig z after much 
 dylibe- 
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deliberation , both publickly, and in private Committees 
after full liberty given to all ro object againſt it, and earneſt 


Invitations of all who have any ſcruples about ir to make 


known the ſame 3 thar they might be ſatisfied , Do unani- 
mouſly, and without a contrary Voice, Agree to, and 
Approve the following direCtory , in all the Heads there. 
of, rogether with the Preface ſet before it : And doth 
require, decerne, and ordain, That according to the plain 
renour and meaning thereof, andthe intent of the Preface, 
it be carefully and unformily obſerved and practiſed by all 
the Miniſters and others within this Kingdome , whom it 
doth concerne 3 which practice ſhall be begun , upon Inti- 
mation given rothe ſeveral Presbyteries, from the Commiſe 
Goners of this General Aſſembly , who ſhall alſo take {pe- 
cial Care for the timeous Printing of this DireGory , that a 
printed Copy of it, be provided and kept for the uſe of 
every Kirk in this Kingdome z Allo that each Presbyterie 
have a printed Copy thereof for their uſe, and take ſpecial 
notice of the Obſervation or neglect thereof in every Cons 
gregation withmn their bounds » and make known the ſame 
to the Provincial or General Aſſembly , as there ſhall be 
cauſe. Provided alwayes, that the Clauſe in the Dire&g- 
ry, of the Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, which 
mentioneth the communicants fitting about the Table , or 
at it, be nor interpreted, as ifin the judgement of this 
Kirk, it were indiflerent and free for any of the Communi- 
cants, not to come to, and receive at the Table ; or asif 
we did approve the diſtributing of the Elements by the Mi- 


niſter to each Communicant , and not by the Communie - 


cants among themſelves. Ir is alſo provided , That this 
ſhall be no prejudice to the order and practice of this Kirk , 


in-ſuch particulars as are appointed by the Books of Diſci- | 


pine, ard Acts of General Aflemblies, andare nor other 
wieordercd and appoinred in the Directory, 

Finally, the Aſſembly doth with much joy and thankfvl- 
nes acknowledge the rich bleſfting and invaluable mercy of 
God, in bringing the ſo much withed for unifermity 1n 
Religion, ta ſuch. a happy Period , that theſe Kingdoms 
once at ſo great diſtance in the form of Worſhip , are = 
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by the bleſſi .gof GOD brought to aſneerer Uniformiry 
than any other Reformed Kirks, which is untous the re= 
turn of our Prayers, and a lightning of our Eyes, and revi- 
ving of our hearts, inthe midſt of our many ſorrows and 
ſufſerings , ataking away ina great meaſure, the proach 
of the People of GOD, to the ſtopping of the mouthes of 
Malignant and dis - affeted perſons , and an opening 
unto us a doar of hope , that GO D hath yer thoughts of 
Peace towards us , and not of evil, to giveus an expected 
end: In whe expectation and confidence whereof we do 
rejoyce, beſeeching the Lord to preſerve theſe Kingdomes 
from Herefies ,, Schiſmes, Offences, Prophanefſe, and 
whatſoever is contrary to ſound Dottrine, and the power 
of Godlineſſe » and ro continne with us and the generations 
following , theſe his pure and purged Ordinances, together 
with.an incre2ſe of thepower and life thereof, Tothe glory 
of his great Name, the enlargement of the Kingdom of 
his Son, the corroboration of Peace and Love between the 
Ringdoms the unity and conſent of all his People, and 
our edifying oneanother in love. 


CE — 


HE DireQory for Worship , mentioned in the pres 

ceeding Aft, needs not to be bere printed, becauſe 

it 1s fo by printed in a Book by it ſelf. 
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Seſl. XIV. 


Overtures for advancement of Learning 
and pood Order in Grammar Schools 


and 'Colledpes. 


| - twees, 
I, Hat every Grammar School be viſired aw in the 
. & year by Viſors, 'to be appointed by the Presbyte- 
. 2 
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_ rie and Kirk» Seflion in Landward Pariſhes ; aid by the 


Town - Councel in Burghs » with their Miniſters ; and 
where Univerſities are » by the Univeifities, with conſent 
a!wayes of the Patrons of the School! , that both the fideli- 
tie ard d1/j;7ence of the Mifters , and the proficiencie of the 
Soho!lrsin Picrie and Lezrning may appear, and deficiencie 
cenſured accorcint'ys And thar the Viſitors ſee that the 
Maſters oe not attracted by any other imployments, which 
may divert tizcn: from their alligent attendance. * 

tt. that forthe remedie of thegreat decay of Poeſie, 
2nd of abYitic to make Verſe, and in reſpe& of the com- 
mon ivnorance of Proſodie , no School - maſter be admit» 
32d to teach a Graramar School, in Burghs, or other con- 
hder2ble Paroches , but ſuch as after examination , ſhall 
be found skilfull in the Latine Tongue , nor only for Proſe, 
bur alſo for Verſe; And that after other trials ro þe made 
by the Miniſters , and others depute by the Seflion , Town, 
and Paroch for this effect, that he be alſoapproven bythe 
Presbytene. : 

F11T. Thar neither the Greek Language , nor Logick 
nor any part of Philoſophie be taught 1n any Grammar 
School,or private place within this Kingdom , ro young 
Schollers, who thereafter are to enter to any Colledge , 
unleſie it be for a preparation to their entrie rhere: And 
rorwirſtanding of ary progrefle , any may pretend to have 
made privately in thele ſtu; '1es, yer inthe Colledge hee ſhall 
notenterto any higher Claſſe, rhen that wherein,auy Greek 
Language 15 ehawakw,, and being entred,, ſhall proceed or- 
derlv through the reſt of the Claſſes z unril he finiſh the 
Ordinary courſe of four years: Unlefſeafter due triall and 
examination» he be found equall in Learning» to the beſt or 
moſt par: of that claſſe, ro whith he deſires to aſcend, by 
over = leaping a mid - Claſſe, or to the beſtor moſt part of 
thoſe who are to be graduat , if he ſupplicate to obtain any 
degree beforethe ordinary time, And alſo, Thar there be 
found other pregnant reaſons to move the faculty of Artsto 


- 
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condeſcend thereto ; And otherwiſe that he be not admitted | 


i 
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tothe Pegree of Maſter of Arts, 
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7 " TV -That none be admitted ro enterfaiStudent of the Greek 
tongue in any Colledge, unlefſe afte: triall he be found able 
v4 - . . = "OKC: 
to make a cungruous Theame in Latine , or arleait , being 
y admoniſhed of his errour , can readily ſhew how to correct 
= the ſam* 
- V. That none be promoved, from an Inferiour Clatle of 
y the ordinary courſe to a ſuperiour , unlefle he be found 
'Y | wor:iy,and to have ſufficiently profited: otherwile, tar up 
. he be ordained nor to aſcend with his con-dilciples , andif 
, he beaBurſer , that he loſe h1s Burſe, And namely , it 1s 
” tobe required , That thoſe who are taught in Ariſtotle» be 
- found well inſtrued in his Texr , and be ablerco report in 
R Greek, and underſtand his whole definitions, divitions , 
Il EE precepts, ſo faras they have proceeded. 
, I. Becauſe it is a diſgrace to Learning , and hinde- 
Y rance to Trades and other Callings: and an abule hurtfull to 
, the Pubick , that ſuch as are ignorant and uuwortay » be 


Y honoured with a Degree or publick Teſtimony of Learn- 
ing; That therefore ſuch triall be taken of Students , ſpe- 
cially of Magiſtrands » that thoſe who are found unworthy, 
be not admitted to the Degree and honour of Viaſters. 

| VII. Thar none who have entred to one Colledge for 


triall orſtudie, be admitted toanother Colledge , wi.hour 
the Teſtimonial of the Maſters of that Colledge wire:n he 
entred firſt, both concerning his Literature , and durifull 
behaviour , ſo long as be remained there : ar leait , untill 
the Maſters of thar Colledge from whence he cometh, be 
timely advertiſed » that they may declare if they have any 
thing lawfully to be objected in the contrary. And thar 
none be admitted, promoved, or receive Degree in any 
Colledge , who was rejetted in another Colledge for his une 
fitneſſe and unworthineſſe, or any other cauſe repugnant 
to good Order, wholeaves the Colledge where he was for 
eſchewing of Cenſure, or chaſtifing for any fault committed 
by him ; or who leaves the Colledge becauſe he was chaſti- 
ſed, or for any other grudge or injuſt Quarre]l againſt kis 
Maiters, 

VIII. Thatnone of thoſe who/may be lawfully receiv 
©din one Colledge , after he was in another , be admitted 
R4g tO any 
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to any other Claſſe , but rothar wherein he was or ſhould 
haye beenin the Colledge from whence he came , excepr 

upon reaſons mentioned in the third Article preceding, 

' TX. Lhatattherime of every Generall Aﬀembly, the 
Commiſſioners directed thereto, from all rhe Univerſities 
ofthis Kingdom, Meet and conſult together, for the eſta« 
bliſhment and advancement of Pietic, Learning» and good 
@rder in the Schools and Univerſities, and be careſull 
that a correſpondence be kept among the Univerſities, and 
ſo farre as 15 potlible, an Uniformitie in Doctrine and good 
Order. 


The Generall Aſſembly , after ſerious conſideration of the 
Overtures and articles above written , Approves the 
ſame, and ordains them to be obſerved , and to haventhe 


ſtrength of an a andOrainance of Aſiembly in all times - 


commp. SEA 
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To the Honourable and High Court 


of Parliament. 


The Humble Petition of the Generall Aſiema 


bly of the Rirkof Scotland. 

omg tothe conftant and commendable prattice of 

the Generall Aſſemblies of this Kirk, Weejudpe it in- 
cumbent ro us , Right Honourable , when the diſpleaſure 
ofthe Almighty , andthe extream danger of rhis Kirk and 
Kingdome is ioundenyably demonſtrate to the eyes of the 
whole World, by the Invaſion, Increaſe, and Succeſle 
of theſe Parbarous Iriſhes , and treacherous Countrey-mcn 
joyned with them( Nor onely out of conſcience of the truſt 
committed unto us, To proceed with the cenſures of the 
Kirk, againſt theſe who have joyned , or ſball happen to 
joyne themſelves with theſe Enemies of G O D and his 
Caule, To appoint a Solemne Faſt and Humiliation through 
the Kingdom, andto give Warning to all the Miniſters and 
Members of this Kirk of the dangers and duties of the i_ 


| 
| 
| 
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Ry 
' Bnrtallo » out of reſpeR to your Honours , who judgenot for 


man, busfor the Lord: Who is with you in the Judgement: and 
ſtandeth in the Congregation of the mighty : Humbly to pretent 
your Honours with our thoughts and deſires concerning the 
c_ which the exigency of thistime expecterh from your 
hands. | 
The 1mpunity of known Incendiaries and Malignants , as 
by the courte of Divine providence ( permitting choſe wha, 
have formerly eſcaped the hand of Juſtice ro be the prime 
initruments of our preſent Troubles) it is held forth tor a 
cauic of the Wrath which yet burneth more and more 3 50 
hach it been acknowledged before GOD inour publick 
Humulations, to be a maine cauſe of GODS Contro- 
veriie witithe Land, andan acceſſion to the guiltineſſe of 
the cruelty, villany , and other miſchiefs committed by 
them and their followers : -And to lye ſtill under rhe guilc 
afcer ſolemne Confeſſion , were an high provocation of 
GOD, andan heavy aggravation of our finne; And on 
the one part, doth grieve the Godly , diſcourage their 
hearts, and weaken their hands , On the other part, dorh 
harden them who are already engaged, to perliſt in rheir 
unaaturall and bloudy praftices , hearrneth orhers , who 
have nothirtherroavowed their Malignancy , openly to de- 
clare themſelves, andis laid hold upon by the d:{affected, 
whe lye1n wait tofinde occaſions, as fitting to work the Pee 
ople to an unwillingneſſe of undergoing neceſſary Burthens 
impoſed for publick good. 
Alchough the Lord hath ſhewn unto us great atlffere 
Troubles , and our heart may be broken wich reproach » 
ſhame , and dichonour , pur upon us by the vilelt among 
men; Yer hath he made known unto us the power of his 
working amidſt theſe manifold troubles , bringing forward 
the much defired Work of Uniformity in Worthip and Go= 
vernment toa greater perfection then was expected ( as 
your Honours and wee did ſee the other day with joy of 
heart) which is a Teftimony from Heaven , "That the, Lord 
hath not left us in the fiery Furnace , but dwellerh ſtill 10 the 
midſt ef the burning Buſh , and ſhould rouze up our drou- 
ping ſpirits tofollow GOD fully, and quicken our flow- 
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neſle to haſten 2nd help the Lord againſe the mighty. In 
thereis peril] of ſtrenghthentiog the arme ©! the inteſtine 
Enemie , making faint the hcarts of our Neighbours and 
Friends, anddilablingus fer reaching help unto thoſe who 
are wreſtling againſt much oppoſition ro perteCct the Work of 
Reformation. Thereproach under which we lye almok 
buried , ſhould bee to farre from retarding proceedings 
that it ſhouid 1nrend the Spiri: into a higher Yegree of delires 
ard 2xpede the hand roſpe der action for vindicating our 
own name , and that Name which is above all names from the 
daily reproachof the foolich : 

May uc therefore pleaſe your Honours , in the zeal of the 
Lord , Toproceed with ſome ſpeedy courſe of Juſtice as 
gaioſt ſuch perſons as are known to have joyned themſelyes, 
either actually in Arms, or by their counſcll, ſupplies, 
encouragements , have ſtrenghrenes the hands of the bloos 
dy Enemies, whereby a cauſe of the Controverhie ſhall be 
removed , the Land cleanſed of che blood that is ſhed che- 
rein » thecruell and crooked genzration diſheartned , the 
fun:ing hearts of t.ieGodly retreſhea,and their feeble knees 
ſtrengthened ; And cneerfully and unanimoully to relolye 
upon » and put in execution all lawfull and poſlible wayes of, 
ſpeedy and aCtive purſuing and extirpating rthcie barbarous 
ard unnaturall Enemies within the Kingdom: Whereby 
your tbankfulneſſe ro G O D for promoving his owne 
Work, and your endeavours of uaitormity, ſhill be teſtified; 
your ſenſe of the diſhonour ofthis Nation, and of the danger 
of dandy, expreſſed; and your conſcience of the Oath of God 
upon you manifeſted, Wee are confident of your Honours 
conictence,and care, onely weexhort you in the Lord , ro 
unite your Spirits. and accelerate your counſels and endeas 
vours: And pray che Lord of Hofts to proſper your entet 
priſes, according to rhe. engagement of his Name, intereſt 


'of his Work, and neceſſity of his People, ro his own glory, | 


the eſtabliſhment of the Kings Throne in righteouſneſle , 
the comfort,of his Saints, and the converſion or confuſion 
of Enemics. Be of pood conrage, and behave your ſelves valiantly, 
for our people , and for the cities 'of or God, Ariſe, and the , 
Lord be with you. | : Overtues | 
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Dvertures propunded by the Committee, ape 


pointed by this venerable Aſembly , for ordering 
of the Burſars of Theologie, and maintain- 
ing of them at Scheols of Divinitie. 


1." Hat every Burſar bave yearly payed him for his main- 
tenance 100. 1. at the leaſt, 

II Th: the ſaid maintenance be taken forth of the 
Kirk penal:ies» according to the intention of the firſt Act 
for maintaining of Burlars. 

111. Thatevery Presbyterie conſiſting of twelve Kirks 
io number , maintaina Burlar yearly z the Univerſity, 

IV. And where the Pregbyreries are fewerin number, 
that they joyne with other Pre:byreries ro make up their 
number: And the ſuperplus of the number to be ordered 
and diſpoſed by the Pdencleg and Synods : And that 
their Books bear Records thereof. 

V. Thatthe Kirks of theſe Presbyteries be proportion= 
ally ſtented. according to the number of the communicants 
inceach Parochin. 

V I. Thar the ſaid maintenance be colleed by the Mo= 
deratour of every Presbyterie , by eguall divided portiogs , 
and the one half r» be brought into the Winter Synod, and 
given to th- ſaid Burſars , and the other halfar the Summer, 
Synod, to be ſent unto them: And that the ſeverall Synods 
take an exact comprt hereof, and ice that all be rightly doneg 
and that their Books bear the report hereof to the Genexall 
Aſſembly. 

VII. That: the time of Burſarsabode art the Schools of 
Divinity exceed nor foure years: which being expired , or 
in 0 of Hays the expiring of the ſaid time, any be remo= 

er by death , or by ſome Calling ro a particular 
Charge , another be preſeated to the ſaid Benefit, 

VILI. That incaſe any prove-deficieart in payment of 
the ſaid maintenance for the time to come , That it hall be 
carefully exacted by the Synods,and ſeac oyer to the Gzgeral 
Aſſembly, to be diſpoſed upon by them , as they ſhall finde 
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expedient z that no Perſon may have benefit in their flack 


nefle and neglect. | 

IX. Thatall Burſars of Theologie bring ſufficient Teſti. 
monies yearly from the Univerſities where they are bred, 
of'their proficiencie and good behaviour : And that they be 
alſo ready to give a proof of their labours at rhe ſeverall 
Synods , if it ſhall be required. Andif they be tound defi. 
erent, tharthey be denuded of the {aid benefir, and others 


more hopefull placed in their rooms. 


The General! Aſſembly approves theſe Overtures above-written,, 
And Ordains the [ame to be obſerved mn all time coming, And 
that Presbyteries ( who have nat already done it) vegin and ene 


ter to the maintaining of their Burſars, in manner foreſaid , m . 


this preſent year 16.4.5. And recommenas 60 Prezbyteries , to 
anake choice of ſuch for the Burſe, as are of good repore, mclined 


to Learning , atid bave paſt their courſe of Philojophie , And , 


r try their qualificationsbefore they ſend them to Univer 
MES» X 


pn EIS 


T he opinion of the Committee for keeping the 
greater Uniformitie in this Kirk, inthe pratiice 
and obſervation of the Direttory in [ome 
points of publick Worship» 


L. | £9 15 the Humble Opinion of the Committee for regu- 
L lating, that Excerciſe of reading and expounding the 
Scriptures read upon the Lords Day,mencioned in the Dire- 
tory , Thar the Miniſter and People repair to the Kirk, 
half an hour before that rimeat which ordinarily the Mini- 
ſter now entreth ro the publick Worſhip 3 And that; that 
Exerciſe of reading and expounding , together with the or« 
dinaty Exerciſc of Preaching, be perfected and ended ar the 
timewhich formerly cloſed the Exerciſe of publick Worſhip, 
1 F, Intke Adminiſtration of Baptiſme , it will be conye- 
nient , That » that Sacrament be adminiſtred in face of the 
Congregation , that what is ſpoken and done , may be "__ 
41 
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and ſeen of all , and thatit be adminiſtred after the Sermon, 
before the Bleſſing. 

III. inthe Adnnniſtration of the Lords Supper, itisthe 
judgement of the Commutree, 

1, that Congregations be till tried and examined before 
7 -_—— » according to the bygone practi ce of this 

II's 

2. That there be noreading in the time of communicat= 
ing ;- bur the Miniiter making a ſhort Exhortauon at 
every, Table, that thercafrer ther be filenc2 during rhe time 
of th2 Communicants receiving;, except 'onely when the 
Miniiter expreflerth tome few fhorr ſencences, ſutable tothe 
preſent condiuon of the Communicants in the receiving , 
that they may be incired and quikaed in their Meditations 
the Action. 

3- Thardiſtribution of the Elementsamong the Commu- 
mants be univerſally uſed : And for that eftect , that the 
Bread be ſo prepared, thac rhe Communicanrs may divide 
iramonglt themſelves , atter the Minitter hath broken, and 
delivered it to the nearett. 

4. That while the Tables are diſſolving, and filling , 
there be al wayesfinging'ofj{ſome portion of a Plalme, accor= 
ding to the cuſtome. 

5- Thatthe Communicants both before their going to, 
and after their coming from the Table, ſhall only joyne 
chemſelves to the preſent publick Exerciſerhen in hand. 

6. That when the Commumon is to be celebrate in a Pa= 
xoch , one Miniſter ray be 1mploycd for aflifting rhe Mint= 
ſter of the Paroch, or atthe moſt rwo, 

72 Thar there be one Sermon of Preparaticn delivered in 
the ordinary Place of publick Worſhip , upon che day im- 
mediatly preceeding. 

8. Thar before the ſerving of the Tables, rhere be 
onely one Sermon delivered to thole whoare to communi- 
cate , and thatinthe Kirk whererhe Serviceis to beper- 
formed. And that in the ſame Kirk there be one Sermon of 
Thankſgiving, after the Communion 1s ended, 

9. When the Parochiners are {o numerous, that theip 
Paroch Kirk cannor contain them, ſo that there isa ne, 
Ceſſity to Keep qurt ſuch of the Paroch as Cannot Conyenizoe.. 


ly 
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ly have plac, That in that caſe the Brother who aſſiſts the 

Ainiſter ofthe Paroch , may be ready, if nced be, rogive a 
word of Exhorcation in ſome conventent place appointed for 
that purpoſe, to thoſe of that Paroch, who that day are notto 
communicate 5 which muit not he begun uatil rhe Sermen 
gglivercd in the Kirk be concluded. 


Io. That of thoſe who are preſent inthe Kirk where the 


C©ommuntion is celebrate, none be permitted to go forth 
while the whole Tables be ſerved, and the blefling pronouns 
ced, unleſle it be for more commodious order, and 1n other 
caſcs of neceſlity. | 

Ii. Thatthe Miniſter who cometh to afliſt, have aſpecial 
care to provide his own Paroch , leit otherwiſe while heis 


abour to Miniſter comfort to others, his own Flock be left 


e 


deſtitute of preaching, 
-- 12, That none conung from another Paroch, ſhall be 
admitted ro the Communion , withour a Teſtimonial from 
their own Minifter : And no Miniſter ſhall refuſe a Teſtt« 


monial to any of his Paroch , who communicates ordinart- 
Iy at their own Paroch Kirk, and are without ſcandal in their 


life for the time. And this is no wayes toprejudge any ho- 


neſt Perſon , who occaſionally is 1n the place where the, 
Communion is celebrate; or ſuch as by death , or abſence 


of their own Miniſter , could not have a Teſtimonial. 

IV. Itiis alſo the judgement of the Committee , That 
the Miniſters bowing 1n the Pulpit; thougha lawful cults 
emecin this Kirk, be hereafter laid afide , for ſatisfaction of 
the deſires of the reverend Divines in the Synod of Englaad, 
and uniformity with that Kirk ſomuch endeared to us, 


The Aſiembly hating conſidered ſeriouſly the judgement of the 


Committee above-written, Docth approve the ſame mal 


the Articles thereof , and Ordains them to be obſerved in 
all time hereafter, 


ioFqpruary 


__ 
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T0. February , 1645. Poſimeridien 
' Self. 16. 
AT of the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk of 


Scotland, Approving the Propoſitions concerning 
Kirk.government and Ordination 


of Miniſters. 


= General Aſſembly , being moſt deſirous and ſoli= 
citous , not onely of the eſtabliſhment and preſervation 
ofthe Form of Kirk-government in this Kingdome , aC- 
cording to the Word of GOD , Books of Diſcipline, Acts 
of Generall Aſſemblies, -and Nationall Covenant; Bur 
alſo ofan Uniformity in Kirk - government betwixt theſe 
Kingdomes now more ſtraitly and ftrongly united by the 
lat e Solemne League and Covenant : And confidering , 
That as in former timesthere did, ſo hereafter there may 
ariſe through the ncerneſſe of Contagion , manifold miſs 
chiefs ro this Kirk from a corrupt Form of Government in 
the Kirk of England: Like as the precious opportunity of 
bringing the Kirks of Chriſt in all the three Kingdoms, ta 
an Unitormity in Kirk-government , being the happine 
of the preſent times above the former; which may allo by the 
blefling of God, prove an effettualt meane, and a good foun- 
dation to prepare for a ſafe and well-grounded Pacification , 
by removing the cauſe from which the preſent Preſſures and 
bloodie Wars did originally proceed : And now the Als 
ſembly having thrice read , and diligently examineq the 
Propoſitions ( hereunto annexed ) concerning. the offi- 
cers, Aﬀemblies, and Government of the Kirks and 
concerning the Ordination of Miniſters, brought unto us 
as the reſults of the long and learned Debates of the Af- 
{embly of Divines fitting at Weſiminſter , and of the Treary 
of Uniformity with the Commiſiioners of this Kirk there 
refiding; After mature deliberation, and after tytnous 
calling upen and warning ef all who have any exceptions 
agalnlt rhe ſame » to make them known, that rhey might 
Cecclve 
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receive ſatisfafttion , Doth Agree to, and Approve the 


Propoſitions aforementioned rouching Kirk - Zovernment 
and Ordination , and doth hereby Authorize the Commil. 
fioners of this Aſſembly whoare to meer ar Edinburgh, to 
2greeto, and conclude in the name of this Aſſembly , an 
Uniformitie berwixt the Kirks in both Kingdoms in the 
aforementioned particulars , ſo ſoon as the ſame ſhall be rz 
tified, without any ſubſtantial] alterarion, by an Ordinance 
of the Honourable Houſes of the Parliament of Enzland: 
Which Rarification ſhall be timely intimate and made 
know#by theCommiſſioners of this Kirk reſiding at Lond, 
Providedalwayes, That this Act ſhall be no wayes prey 
_ diciall ro the further diſcufſion and examination of chat Ar. 
ticle, which holds forth, that the DoQor or Teacher, 
' hath power of the adminiſtration of the Sacraments as well 
25 the Paſtor; As ſo of the diſtinCt Righrs and Intereſts of 
Presbyreries and People in the calling of Miniſters: But 
that it ſhall be free to debate and diſcuſſe thele points a9 
&G O D ſhallbepleaſed to give further light. 


The Propoſitions of Government , and Ording« 


$102 mentioned in the preceding Att, are not 


zo be here Printed: but after the Ratifica« 


tionthereof b y the Parliament of England, 
they are to be Printed by warrant of the Com- 
miſſioners of this Aſſembly. 


—_— 


— — 
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? I2, feb, 1645. Poſt meridiem 
' Seſl. XVIII. 


He Generall Aﬀembly, after mature deliberation, 
having found it moſt neceflary that this whole Nation 
> betimely Warned, and duly [formed of their pre- 


ſent Dangers, and the Remedies ro bez uſed, and Duties | 


ro be done for preventing and removing thereof, Doth or- 


dain this Warning te be forth with P;inced and Hh 
an: 
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and ſent to all the Presbyteries in this Kingdem, a8alſore 
the Presbyreries that are with our Armies. And that each 
Presbyterte in mediately after the receipt hereof, take; 

dy courſe for the Reading of it in every Congregation with. 
in their bounds, upon the Lords day after the forenoons 
Sermon » and before the bleſſing : andthat they give ac- 
count of their diligence herein to the Commiſſioners of the 
Genera)l Aſſembly 3; Whe have hereby Power and Warrand 
torry and'cenſure ſuch asſhall contemne or ſlight rhe ſaid 
Warning, or ſhall refule or negle& to obey this Ordi= 
Pance. 


th 


A Solemne and Seaſonable VV arning Toths 


Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burrows, Mis- 
niſters, and Commons of Scotland ; As 
alfotoour ARMTES without and 
within this Kingdom. 


HeCauſe of GOD in this Kingdoms both in the b@ 
ginnings and Progreſle of it , hath been carried, 
through much craft and mighty oppoſition of Ene« 

mies , and through other perplexinies and dangers; GOD 
fo diſpoſing, for the greater glory of his manifeld and mare 
yellous Wiſdome and his invincible Power , and for our 
preater tryal). ; 
Theſe dangers both from without and from within,toge- 


ther with the remedies tH&?Rf, haye been from rime to 


time repreſented and held forth, in the many publick Sup» 
plications of this Kirk and Kingdom to the King , and un 
their many Declarations, Removſtrances, Letters> Ads, 
and other publick Intimations : Particularly by a neceſſary 
Warning publiſhed by the Commiſſioners of the Generall 
Aſſembly in January 1643 ; And by the Remonſtrance of 
the ſame Comiſſioners to the Convention of Eſtates 


| thereafter eocerning the Davgers of Religion , and Remer 


dics of theſe Dangers: which Warning and Remonftranee 
I 
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at that time had , by the blefling of GOD, very good at] 
comfortable effets. Ani now the General Aſſembly j 
ſelf, being by a ſpeeiall Providence, and upon extraordj- 
mary occaſions called rovwerher, while G OD 1s writ 
bitter things againſt this Land in great Letters, which he 
that runs may read : and knowing that we cannot be anſwe. 
rable to GOD, nor our own con'ciences, nor the expe. 
tion ef others , if from this chief Watch - Tower we ſhould 
ive no Seaſonable Warning to the Cirv of GO D : *While 
we think of theſe things , For Stons ſake we will not hold our pe. 
act, and for Jerulalems ſake we will not reſt: rrujting that 


GOD willgive, thongh norroal!, yerto many, a ſeeing 


ye; ahearing Far . and an underſt:nding Heart : For who 
148 Wiſe and he call underſtand theſe things , prudent and he chal 
krow them ; For the Waves of the Lord a'eright, and the juſt hal 
walk in them , but the tranſpr 'ors shall fall therein , and the wits 
ped that do wickedly and none of the wicked shall underſtand, 

That which we principally intend, isto hold forth (fo 
farre as the Lord gives us light) how this Nation ought to 
be affected with the preſent Mercies and Judgements 5 
What uſes to be made of the Lords dealings : Amd , watt 
Is required of a people ſo dealt with. 

Had we been timely awaked, and taken warning , either 
from the exemplary judgernent of other Nations ; or frenm 
Gods threatnings by the mouths of bis ſervants amongſt our 
ſelves; or from our owne former viſitations, and narely , 
The Sword , threatned 2nd drawn againſt us, both at home | 


, andfromabroad , but at thattime through the forbearance 


of G O D, putuy in the;@uank again , wee might have 
prevented the miſeries under which now we groane.. But 
the Cup of trembling » before taken ovr of our hands, 1s 
again come abouttovs, that wee may drink deeper of it: 
And al/hough when theſe blaody Monſters, the Iriſh Res 
bels, togerher with ſome degenerate, unnaturall » and 

erfidious Countreymen of our ewn , did firft life up their \ 


heachd , and enter this Kingdome in a hoſtile way , 1t was 


looked upon as a lishr marrer, and the great judgement 
which bath ſince appeared init, notapprehended : verinow 
yee are made more ſcofible , thatthey arg The 10d, of On 
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wrath , land theflaffe in their hand , which harh ſtricken us 
theſe three times, is bis mdignation. He hath shewed bis pops 
hard things, and made us to drmk the wine of af onichment. Take 
we therefore notice of the hand that ſmiterh vs - for affliion 
cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth trouble ſprmg out of the 

ound. There is no evill mthe City nor Countrey which the Lord 
Jath not done. He it is ehat formeth thelight , and createth dark- 
neſſe ; Who maketh peace , and createthewill: He it is thar hath 
given acharge tothe Sword , ſo that it cannoe be ſtill: He 


18 that hath his other Arrows ready upen the ſtring to shodt at us , 


the Peſtilence and Famine, 

In the nexr place let us apply our kearts to know , and ta 
ſearch , and ro ſeek out wiſdome , and thereaſon of things, 
and to underſtand the language of this preſent judgment » 
and Gods meaning in it, For though the Almighty giveth not 


. anaccompt of any ef his matters , an1 hath his way inthe ſea ,” and 


his path in the deep wagers which cannot be traced; Yer he is plea® 
ſed by the light of his Word and Spirit , by the yoice of our 
own conſciences , and by that which is writren and ingra» 
ven upon our judgement, as with the point ofa Diamond 
and a Pen ofiron , ts make known in ſome meaſure his 
meaning unto his ſervants. God bath ſpoken once, yea twick , 
yet man percervethnot 3 Therefore new. hath he made this rod 
to ſpeak aloud the third time, that we may hear the voice of 
the rod , and whobath appointedit. That which the rod pointe, 
eth at, js not any guilt of Rebeljon or diſtoyaltie in us , as 
the Sons of Belal do ſlander and belye the Solemne League 
and Covenant of the three Kingdoms , which we are ſo 
farre from repenting of » that we cannot remember or tnen- 
tion jt without great joy and rhankfulnefle ro God , as that 
which hath drawn many bleflings after it, and unto whicls 
God hath given manifold and evident teſtimonies, for no 
ſooner was the Covenant begun to bee taken.in England's 
but ſenſibly the condirion of aftairs there was changed to the 


4 better; and though a little before the Enemy was coming; 


in likea Flood , yet as ſoon as the Spirit of the Lord did 
lift up the Standard againſt him , from that day forward the 
Watersof their Deluge did decreaſe. 

And for our part , our Forces _ into that Kingdom's. 
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inpurſuance of that Eovenanr, have beenſo mercifully and 
manifeſtly aflifted , and bleſſed from Heaven (though in: 


the mids of many dangers and diſtrefſes, and much want and 
hardſhip) and have been ſo farre inſtrumenrall to the foyl- 
ing and ſcattering of two principal Armies ; Firſt, the 
Maraueſie of Newcaſtle his Army, And afterward, Prince 
Ruperts and his rogether; And to the reducing of two ſtrong 
Cities, York and Newcaſtle , that we have what to anſwer 
the Enemy that reproacherth us concerning that bufineſle, 
and that which may make iniquitie ir ſelf to ſtop her mouth; 
But which is more unto us than all Victories, or whatſo« 
mever temporal Bleſſing, the Reformation of Religien in 
England , and Uniformity therein between both King- 
doms ( a principal end of that Covenant ) is ſo far advan- 
ced, that the Engliſh Service- Book , with the Holy-dayes, 
and many other Ceremonies contained in it , together with 
the Prelacy, the fountain of all theſe , are aboliſhed and 
taken away by Ordinance of Parliament ; and a DireRtory 
for the Worſhip of God in all the three Kingdoms, agreed 
upon in theAſſemblies,and in theParliaments of bothKing= 
doms» without a contrary voice in either; the Government 
of the Kirk by Congregational Elderſhips , Claſſical Pres- 
byteries, Provincial and National Afemblies , is agreed 
upon by the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter , which 
is alſo voted and concluded in both Houſes of rhe Parlia- 
ment of England : And whatlis yet remaining of the intens 
ded Uniformitic is ina good wav ; So that let our Lot falin 
other thingsjas it may, the Will of the Lord be done ; In thiswe 
Tejoyce, and will rejoyce, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
no loſer, but a Conquerour, that his Ordinances take 
place, that his Cauſe prevaileth , and the work of purgin 
and building his Temple goeth forward, and not backward. 
Neither yetare we ſo to underftand the vorce of therod which 
Iyeth heavy upon us, as if the Lords meining were to pluck 
up what he hath-planted , and to pull down what he hath 
buildedin this Kingdom » to have no more pleaſure in us, 
To remove our Candleſtick, and totake bis Kingdom from us: nay, 
- before that our God caſt us off,and the glory depart from Iſrael 
| him rather conſume us by the Sword , and the Famine | 
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and the Peſtilence, ſo thar he will bur keep his own great 
Nan® from reproach and blaſphemy, and own us 2s his 
people in Covenant with him. But now there is hope in]ſrael 
- | concerning this thing , we will bel-eve that we 3hall yet ſee the 
e | goodncſſe of tve Loyd in the Land of theliving : We will nor caſt 
e |} away cur confidence ofa bleſſed peace, and ofthe removing 
g | of the ſcourge and caftirg irin the Fire, when the Lord, 
r |} bath by it performed his whole ork. upon mount S1on and Feru- 
+ | falem, much more will wee be corfident of the continuance 
s {} of the bleſſings of the Goſpel, that glory may dwell m our Land 
» This as the day of Jacobs trouble, but be shall be ſavedout of it: And 
n |} thetime iscommirg , when a new Sorg ſhall be put in cur 
r= | mouths, and we ſhall ſay, This is our God » we haue waited 
» | forhim, andhehathſavedus. Though the Lord (mite us, it 
s, | is the hand of a Father , not of av Enemy , heis not conſu= 
h 1 mingus, burrefinirg vs, that we may come forth as Gold 
d YF out ofthe Fire. I aretronbled on every ſide ; yet not diftreſ= 
y. | ſed; we' are perplexed , Lut not in deſpaire ; perſecuted , but not 
d | forſaken ; caſe downe , but not deſtroyed. We know affur ed 
= | Jy there is more mercy_in emptying us from Veſſell to 
et. | Veſſell, then in ſuffering us to ſettle on our Lees, whee 2 3» 
;- | rebyour taſte ſhould remainin'us , and our {ot be Scew 
d | changed. A X 
h Theſe things premiſed , we come to the true language of ; 
» {| thisheavy judgement, and ro thereall procuring cauſes rhe- 
reof. For the tranſpreſſion of Facob is all this , and for the fins of 
the houſe of Iſrael. God is hereby ſhewing to great and ſmal 
 inthis Land their work and their Vas 56 , that they 
have exceeded, Heopeneth alſo their eare to diſcipline, andcom< 
mandeth that they returnfrom imquity. We leave every Congied 
gation in the Land, every Family in every Congregation , 
&eyery Perſon in every F2mily to examine their own hearts 
and wayes, & to mourn for Congregarionall, Domeſticalls 
and Perſonall finnes : Cui ſed ſhall they be who have added - 
fuell ro the fire, and now bring no water toexringuiſh ir , 
who had a great handin the provocation, and bear no part 
jn the humiliation. | 
Leteyery one commune with his own eonſcicnce, and + 
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repent of his, own wickedneſſe, and ſay, What hav: 1 
done > Wee ſhall here rouch onely the Natienall finnes, or 
at leaſt more publick ones, then thoſe of a Family or Con- 
gregation, which we alſo intend for chief cauſe sofa publick 
Faſt and Humiliation, ?If among our Nobles , Gentrie 
and Barons, there have been ſome ſtudying their own private 
intereſts more then the publick , and Seeking their own things 
more then the things of Chriſt, or oppresſing aud defrauding the poore 
ſort and the needie , becauſe it wasin the power of their hand : and 
if among, our Miniſtrie there have been diversTime-fervers, 
* Who have not renounced the hidden things of dichonefly, whoſe hearts 
have not been right before God'y norſtedfaſtin hy Covenant , who 
have been ſecretly haters of rhe Power of Godlineſſe , and of 
Morrtification ; iFa!lnor G O D ſearch all this our? who 
w1ll bring to KY the bidden thing of darkneſſe, and will make man 
nifeſt the counſels of the hearts, In theſe alſo leaving all men 
toa judging and ſearching of themſelves, there are many 
other provocations which are apparent in all or many of 
this Nation, from which , though thiy wath with mitre , and 
«take much ſope » yer they cannot makethemſ(elyes clean : Be- 
. Tauſe of gheſe the Land mourneth, and at theſe the Sword 
ſtriketh. WS: 
As firſt, the contempt, negle&, and dis-eſteem of the 
glorious Goſpel ; our unbelef , unfruitfulneſſe , Juke- 
warmneſſe, formality , and hardneſſe of heart , under all 
the means of Grace; our not receiving of Chriſt in. our 
hearts , nor ſeeking to know him , and glorifie him in all 
his Offices. The power of Godlineſle is hated and mocked 
by many te this day, and by the better ſort too much 
neglected, and many Chriſtian duties are not minds 
ed : as » The not ſpeaking of ourown words , nor finding of our own 
pleaſure upon the Lords day: Holy and edifying conference 
both on that day , andar other occaſions: The inſtrufting, 
admoniſhing , comtorting , and rebuking one another , as 


Divine Providence miniſtreth occaſion. In many Families | 


almeſt no knowledge nor worſhip of GO D <o be found: 
yea, thereare among the Miniſters who have ſtrenghrened 
the hearts and hands of the profane:more then of the godly , 
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and have nor taken heed to the jminiſtrre which they have received 
of the Lord to fulfill it» , . 

Next, G O Þ hatlfad the Sword to avenge the quarrel Sow 
of his broken Covenant : For beſides the defection of many 
of this Nation under the Prelats from our firſt Nationall Co- 
venant » a finne not forgocten by G O D , if not repented 
by men as well as forſaken, our latter Vows and Covenants 
have been alſo foully violated , by not contriburing our 
urrermoſt aſliftance to this Cauſe » with our Eitates and Li- 
ves; by not endeavouring with all faithfulnefle , the dif- 
covery , triall, and condigne puniſhm<nt of Malignants , 
and evil Inſtraments ; yea, by complying too much with 
thole , who have not onely bora Armes, and given ther 
perſonall preſence and affiſtance , bur 2l/odrawn and led on 
others after them in the ſhedding of our Brethrens blood : 
Therefore 1s our finne mad- our purfiſhment , and Weare 
filled w'th the fruit of our own wayes. Theſe horns now pus' the ſi- 
des of Judah and feruſalem , becauſe the Carprnters when they ought 
and might , did not cut them off : And -yet io thus day the 
courle of Jultice is obſtructed : The Lord himſelf will exe- 
cute juſtice if men will not. Bur above all, \Jerit ”" deeply 
and (eriouſly thought of , tharqur Covenant iMoken by 
the neglect of a reall Reformation of our ſelves and others 
under our power : Jet every one ask his own heart whar 
luſt is morihed in him, or what change wrought 1n his Ie 
ſince , more then before the Covenant? Swearing, Cur. 
ſing , Profanation of the Lords day, Fornication, and ' 
other uncleanneſſe , Drunkennefle , Injuſtice, Lying, 
Oppreſlion, Murmuring, Repining, and other ſorts of 
Prophaneneſſe {till abound roo much both 1n the Countrey 
& in our Armies: yea, there is no Reformation of {ome 
Members of publick Judicatories , which isa great diſha= 
aour to God, and foul ſcandall to the whole Nation, : 

Thirdly, we have not glorified God according to the 
greatthings which he hath done for us, nor made the right 
uſe of former mercies; Since he loved us ( «Nation noe 
worthy to be beloved) he hath made us precious and honous 
rable , but we have not walked worthy of this love : We 
w4x:d fat and kicked , forſakmg God who made us, andlightly 
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» Egfteeming the'$%2 of our ſalvation, And this great unthank; 
* qulaefſe fillecth up our Cup. , 5 £ 
Forthly, Nqtwithſtanding of much guiltineſſe, we 
did ſend forth our Armies , and undertake grear lervices | 
preſumptuouſly , without repentance, and making our 

peice with God , like the Childrenof Iſracl, who truſti 
to che goodneſle of their caule, minded no more , but Whid 

Cf «5 shall goe up firſe. | 

* Iris now high time, under the feeling of ſo great a bur- 
den both of finne and wrath to hnmble our uncircumciled 
heart, eo put our mouthin the duſt , if ſo bethere moy be hope , ta 
allow our ſelves in aches , toclothe onr ſelves with our shame s 
With agarment, tojultifie Gods righteous judgements, to ac- 
Know:iedge our iniquitie , to make onr (upplicarion to our 
Judge, and to ſeek his face , that he may pardon our ſiun? , and 
heal our Land» The Lord roareth , and ſhall nor ht» childs 
Ten tremble > The God of glory thunderechs and the Higheſe 
uittereth his voice » baslſtones and coales of fire , wo will nor tall 
down and fear before him ? The fire waxerh hot, and burn» 
eth round abour us, and-ſhall any fit ſtill and be ſecare? The 
ſig9:m laylaw___ hard,& ſhall any fluggard be it11] aſleep This 
15a day of trouble,and of rebuke © and of blalphemy 3 who 
will not take up a lamentation ? Let the Wathmenrouze up 
themſelves and others, and ſtrive to get their own, and their 
their peoples hearts deeply affetted , andeven melted be« 
torethe Lord : Letevery one turn from his evill way, and 
cry mightily to God , and give him no reſt ti] he repeat of 
theevill, and (ſmell a ſavour of reſt , and ſay , It #s enough. 
He hath nor ſaid to the ſeed of Jacob , Seck ye me in vain. 
Wee do not mourne as they that have no hope . but we will bear the 
+, 4 of the Lord , becauſe tee have ſinned againſt him , un- 
e:1 he plead our cauſe, andexecnte judgement fer us, And what 
though our Candles be pur our? So that our Sun ſhine: 
What though our honour be laid in the duſt > So that 
G OD work out his own honour, yea, our happineife 
out of our ſhame. In vain have we truſted to thearm of 
fleſh : In the Lord our GOD is the Salvation of Iſrael 
' No fleſh muſt glory before him, but he that glorieth , mutt glory 
m the Lord, © | | | | 
7 Theſe 
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” Theſe duties of Humiliation, Repentance, Faith , A- 
mendment of lite , and Fervent Prayer , rhough the prin=- 


' Cipal,, yetare not all which are required ar the hands of this 


Nation , but men of all forts and degrees, muſt rtmely ap- 
ply themſelvesro!ſuch other Reſplutions and Actions as are 
moſt ſureable and n2ceflary art this time : Which rhat all 
may the better underſtand , + and bee excited and encou- 
raged toact accordingly , letit be well obſerved, that the 
preſent ſtate of the Controverſie and Cauſe is no other bur 
what hach been formerly profeſſed before GO D and the 
World, that is, The Reformation and Preſervation of Re- 
ligion , The Defence of the Honour and Happineſle of the 
King , and of the authoriry of the Parliament, rogether 
with the maintenance of our Lawes, Liberties, Lives , 
and Eſtates. We are not changed from our former prin= 
ciplesand intentions, but theſe who did fall of from us ro 
the contrary party , have now made ir manifeſt , thar theſe 
were not their ends when chey ſzemed to joyn with us : 
Therefore are they gone out from us , bocauſe they were not of us . 
And as our Caule is the ſame » ſo the danger thereof is nor 
lefle, burpreater then before, and that from two ſorts of E- 
nemies. Firlt , fromopen Enemies, we mean thoſe of the 
Popiſh , Prelatical » and Malignant FaCtion , who have dif= 
played a Bariner againſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt , in 
all the three Kingdoms , being ſer onfire of Hell , and by the 
ſpecial inſpiration of Saran » who is full of fury 3 becaufe he 
knowes he;hath bur a ſhort time to reigne, The Cockatrtce 
before hatched , 15 now broken forth into a Viper. The 
danger was before feared , now it is felt z before immte 
nent, now incumfent ;  hefore our diyifiop , .ngw our des . 
ſtruction is endeavoured; before the Sword was fourbiſhed 


; and made ready ; now the Swordis made fat with Flesb., and 


drunk with Bloud , and yet ithungreth and thirſteth for more. 
The {Queen is moſt aCtive abroad , ufing'all means for 
ſtrengthening the Popiſh , and ſuppreſling the Proteſtanr 
party 3 inſomuch that Malignants have inſolently expreſſed 
their confidence - that her journey ro France ſhall prove a 
ſucceſſeful Counſel , and that this Ifland , and particularly 
this Kingdome , ſhall haye a greater power to grapple with. 

S 4 before 
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before the nextSummer,then any which yet we bave encoun« 


tred with. The Iriſh Rebels have offered to the King to ſend 
over a greater number into both rhe Kingdomes: ihe hoſtile 
intentions of theKing of Denmark ,if God be nor pleaſed itil 
to divert and diſable him , do plainly enough appear from 
his own Letters, (nr nor long ſince to. che Eſtates of this 
Kingdome. In the mean time, the helliſh crueunderrthe 
conduct of the excommunicarte and forefaulted Earle of Mox- 
eroſe, and of Alaſter Mac - Donald , a Papilt and an Outlaw, 
doth exerciſe ſuch barbarous , unnaturall , horrid , and un» 
heard- of cruelty , as1s above expreſſion : And (if not re- 
preſſed) whgt better uſage can others nor yet rouched expeRt 
from them , being now hardened and animated by the {uc- 
c2fle which God hath for oug humiliation and correction , 
permitted unto them : and if they ſhall now get leave to 
ſecure the High-Lands for themſelves , they will not onely 
from thence infſt the reſt of this Countrey , bur endeavour 
a diverſion of our Forces in England , from th2 proſecution 
of the ends expreſſedic theCovenant of the rhreeKingdoms, 
toward which ends, as their ſervice hath been already ads 


-vantageous, ſo their continuance is moſt neceſlary. 


The ſecond ſort of Enemies, from which our preſent 
dangers ariſe , are ſecret Malignants and Dis - covenanters, 
who may be known by theſe and the like Characters: Their 


_ Nighting or cenſuring of the publick Reſolutions of this 


Kirk and State: Their conſulting and labouring to raiſe 
Fealouhes and Diviſions , to retard or hinder the execution 


of what 1s ordered by the publick Judicatories : Their * 


1landering of the Covenant of the three Kingdomes and ex- 


A 
mecebdaky pedition into England , as not geeeatey for tho good of 
'Religion » or ſafety of this Kingdome, or as tending to? 


the diminution of the Kings juſt power and greatneſle : 
Their confounding of the Kings Honour aud Authority , 
with the abuſe and prerence thereof, and with Commi{- 
ſions , Warrants, and Letters, procured from the King , 
by the Enemies ef this Cauſe and Covenant, as if we could 
not oppole the latter, without encroaching upon the for- 
mer : Their whetring of their rongues , to cenſure and 


fancer thoſe whom G O D hath honoured 8s his chief In- - 


ſtrurnents 


YL. 


| 
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ftruments in this Work: Their commendings julifying, or 
excuſing the proceedings of James Grahame, ſometime Earle 


of Montroſe , and his Complices 3 Fer converting or iater&Pme 


egy by word of writ, wit him , or ether excommuni- 
cate Lords, contrary to the naturs of tha: Ordinance of 
Chriſt , and to the old Acts of General Atiemblies: Their 
making merry , and their in!olent carriage , at the News of 
any proſperous ſucceſte of the Popiſh and Malignant Ay 
mies in any of theſe Kingdomes: Their drawing of Parties 
and Factions, to the weakning of the common Union: Their 
ſpreading of Informations , ihat Unitormite in Religion, 
and the Predbyrerial Government , 1s not intended byrhe 
Parliament of England; Their Endearours, Informations, & 
Sollicitations,rending to weaken the heartsXhands of others 
snd ro make them withold theiralliſtance from this Work, 
Let this ſort! of boſome Enemies , and dis-attefted Pere 
ſons, be well marked, timely diſcovered , and carefully 


i avoided, leſt they infuſe the poiſon of their ſeducing couns 


jels into the mindes of others. : Whereinlet Miniſters be 
/aichful, and Presbyteries vigilant and unpartal, as they 
vill anſwerthe contrary ro GOD , and to the General Aſ- 
ſembly , or their Commiſhoners. 

The cauſeandthe dangers thereof being thus evidenced » 
unleſle men will blot our of their hearts rhe love of Religion, 
and the Cauſe of GOD, and caſt ot all care of their Coun- 
trey, Lawes, Liberties, and Eſtares, yea, all natural! 
affection to the preſervation of themlelves, their Wives , 
Children, and Friends, and whatſoever is deareſt ro rhe: * 
under the Sun ( all theſe being in the viſible danger of apre- 
ſent ruine and deſtruction ) they mult now or neverapyear 
actively , each one ſtretcting himſelt ro, yea beyond his 
power. It is no time to dally , nor go abour the buſt- 
nefle by halfes , nor by almoſt , but altogether zealous : Cur- 
ſed be he that doth the VVorl;of the Lord nezlz2ently , or dealct\ 
faiſly in the Covenant of Gud, If we have bzen ſo forward to 
aſlift our Neighbour Kingdomes, ſhall we neglett ro defend 
our own ? Or ſhall rhe Enemies of GOD be more Ktivg 
apainſt his Cauſe; than his Peoplefor it? GOD forbid. 
It the Work being ſo far carried on, ſhall now miſ - Carry , 

> 5 ad 
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and fail in our haads, our own conſciences ſhall condemns 
s, and RT ſhall curſe us: Bur if wee ſtand ſtoutly 
aſtly to it , the pleafure of the Lord (hall proſper in our 

bands , and all Generations shall call us bleſſed . Lott 

Let Minilters it;r up others by free and faithful preaching, 
and by admoniſhng every ene of his duty » as there ſhall be 
occafion: And if it ſhall be the lot of any of them to fall 
under the power of the Enemy , let them throuzh the 
ſtrengeh of Thrilt, perſevere intheir incegrity, chooſing afs 
fiction racher then fin. glorifying GOD, and not fearing 
what Fleſh can donnto them, 

Ler our Armies beware of ungodlinefſe, and worldly 
luſts , living godly, ſoberly , and righrteouſly , avoiding 
all ſcandalous carriaze, which may give occafton ro others 
to think the worſe of their Cauſe and Covenant, and rem2me 
bring that the eyes of GOD, Angels, and Men are upon 
them : Finally , renouncing all confidence in their own 
ſtr-ngrh, sKkill, valour, and number, and truſting only to the 
God of the Arnues of Iſrael , who hath fought , and will fight 
for them, | 

Ler all forts boti of high and low degree in this King 
dome, call ro minde their Solemne Covenants , and pay 
rheir vows to the moſt High ; and namely , thar Article of 
eur firſt Covenant, which oblizeth us nor ro ſtay-nor hinder 


any ſuch Reſolution, as by common conſent thall be found 


ro condu:e for th: ends of the Covenrnr, bur by all lawfall 
means to further and promove the ſame 3 Which lyeth as a 


2» | Wenn upon peoples conlciences, readily to obey ſuch ot- 
Pond. , and willingly to under go ſuch burdens, as by the 


publick and common refolntton of the Eſtates of Parlu- 
ment , are found neceſlary for the proſecution of the War; 
conſidering that rhe Enemy cannot bee ſuppreſſed without 
2 competent numoer of Forces, and Forces cannot be kept 
togerher without maintenance , and maintenance cannot 
be had withour ſuch publick Burdens; Which however 
for the preſent, nor joyous; bur grievous , yer it ſhall be 
no griet of heart afterwards, even uns the common fort 
Liaat they have given ſome part of cheir neceſſary livelyhood, 


L 
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for aſſiſting ſogood a work. Iris far from our thoughts , 
that the pinching of ſome , ſhould make others ſupertiu- 
ouſly tro abound: Iris rather to bee expected of the ucher 
ſort, thar they will ſpare and defalk , nor onely the pride 
and ſuperfluity , both of apparel and dicr, butalſoa pars 
of their lawful allowance in th:ſe things » to contribure the 
ſame asafree will offzring, betide wilat they are obhgea 
to, by Law orpublick Order, atter the exampleot gouly 


' Nehemiah , who for the ſpace of cwelve years, while th 


walls of Jeruſalem werea building , d1d nate..trae bread of 
the Governour , that hee might eale by 10 much rhe Peopics 
Burthens and Bondages 
In our laſt Covenant , there is another Article which 

( without the oblivion or neglett of any of the reit ) we 
wilh may be well remembred ar thisrime ; nam?ly, PFhar 
we ſballaffilt and defendall-chat enter into this League and 
Covenant, in the maintaining and purſuing thereof and 
ſhall not ſuffer our ſelyes , atrectly or indirectly , by what- 
ſoever Combination, Perlwaſton, or Terror , tobe divi- 
dedand withdrawne from this blelſed Union and Conjua- 
Ction, whether to make defection to the contrary parc, or 
to give ovr (elves toa deteltable inditterency or neutrality 
10 this Cauſe: According to which Arucle, mens Keality 
and integrity in the Covenant will be manifeit and demon- 
ſtrable as well by their omitiions, as by cheir committionss 
as well by their not doing 2004 » as by theit dotng of evil; 
He that is not with us; is againſt us; and he that gat rereth not, with 
us ,ſcattereth, Whocver he be that will not, according tojpus 
blick order and appointment, adventure his perſon, or fend 
out theſe that are under his power, or pay the Contr.vutions 
impoled for the mazntenance of the Forces » mult be rak 
for an Enemie, Malignant, and Covenant- breaker , and 
ſo involved borh into the diſpleaſure of GD 2 » and Cena 
ſures of the Kirk , and nodoubr into civil puniſhmears alſs 
to be inflicted by the State, 

And it any ſhall prove ſountoward and periidious, thetr 
iniquitie ſhall be upon themſelvrs, and they hall hear their 
punichment: : Deliverance and good ſucceſle 1hall _— 
TAO 
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thoſe who with purpoſe of heart cleave unto the Lord , and” 


Wioſz hearts are upright toward his glory. When wee look 
back apon tae great things which GOD hath done for us, 
and our former deliverances our of (everal dangers and dif- 
hicultt2s which appeared ro us inſuperable , experience breeds 
hope: And wh2a we conſider how in the midit of all our 
{forrows and preſſures, the Lord our God hath given us 4 naile in 
bis haly place, and hath lightned our eyes with the delireable 
and beaucifal ſigh: of his own glory in his Cemple, we take 
It for an argument that he hath yer thoughts of peace , and a 
purpole of mercy toward us; Though for a ſmall moment he hath 
Forſa%en us , yet with yreat mercies he will gather us s Ace hatch 
lifred up our Enemies , that their fall may be the greater , 
and that he maycaſtithem downe into deſolation for eyer. Ari- 
ſe,and let us be doing ; The Lord of Hoſts is withus, the God of ?gea 
as bir xefuge, 


———. 


A@ againſt Lykwakes, 


ed both Superſtition and Profanitie throughithe Land 
This preſent Aſſembly Diſcharges the ſame inqrime com; 
ming > And appoints Presbyteries To take ſpecia}l care fo- 
trying and ceniuring the Tranſgreſfors of this At within 
their leveral Lounds, 


Hereas the corrupt Cuſtome of Lykwakes hath fofter= 


a. 


—_—_— — 


AY recommending to Seſſions To have the 
Printed Atts of Aſcemblic. 


He General Aſſembly , conſidering how neceſfar it is, 
Thar every [Seſſion in a Parith have the Acts of the Af. 
ſembly for their uſe , Dorh therefore ſeriouſly recommend 
to every Pariſh and Seliion To buy the Printed Acts of the 
Aflembly 


— 
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Aſſembly ; and Ordains Presbyteries To crave account he. 


reof from every Miniſter , before their going to Previn- 
ciall aſſemblies : Ana likewiſe , That every Provinciall 


 kfſembly , crave account from Presbyteries - in their 


trials, if every Seſſion be ſo provided, and that they try 
the diligence » of Presbyrcries and Miniſters uſed for thax 
effect, 


—_ —_— 


r3. Februar.1645. Poſtmeridiem, 
'Sefl. Ulr. 
AT for cenſuring the Obſervers of Tule-day , 
and other ſuperſtitious dayes , eſpecially if 
they be Schollars, 


THe General Aſſembly taking to their conſideration; 
The manifold Abuſes, Profanitie , and Superſtitions , 
commitred on Yule-day and ſome other ſuperſtitious dayes 
following » Have unanunouſly concluded , and hereby Or- 
dains » That whatſoever Perſon or Perſons hereafter {hall 
be found guilty in keeping of the foreſaid ſuperſtitious 
dayes , ſhall be proceeded againſt by Kirk Se , an} 
ſhall make their publick -Repentance therefore in the face 
of the Congregation where the offence is commitred 3 And 
that Presbyteries and Provinciall Synods Take particular 
notice how Miniſters try and cenſure Delinquents of this 
kinde, within the ſeverall Parochines. And becauſe Schol= 
lars andStudents give grear ſcandal and'offence in'this, That 
they (being found guilry) be ſeyerely diſciplined and chaſti- 
ſed therefore by their Maſters: Andi caſe the Maſters of 
Schools or Colledges be acceſforie to the ſaid ſuperſti- 
tious profanitie , by their cbnniyence , 'granting of liberty 
of Vacange to their Sthollars ar that time , orany time 
thereafter , 'in compenſation thereof , That the Maſters be 
ſummoned by the Miniſters of the Place tg compeir Befere 
the next enſuing Generall Afembly , ' there te be- 
Ecnſured according to their treſpasſe 3 -_ And if _ 
ars 
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lars (beivg guilty ) refuſe roſubjet themſelves to Cars - 
reftion , or be Fvgltives from Diſcipline , Thar they be 
not received inany other Schoole or Colledge within the 
Kingdom. 


'z 
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Ae? for encouragement of Schollars to Pro- ' 
feſſions in Schooles. 7 . 


N reſpe& of the paucitic of men, fit and willing to pro- 
fee Divinitie in the Schooles , by reaſon that few frame 
their Rudies that way, The Generall Aſſembly thinks it fits 


Fh:t.the Provincials diligently confider and try v ho within | 


their Bounds moſt probably may bee fora Profeſſion in the 
Schooles, And report their names tothe following Gene- 
rall Aer bly , thar ſuch may be ſtirred up and encouraged 
by the Generall Aſſembly , to compoſe and frame their ſtu- 
81s , thar they may be fir for ſuch places. 


CAC 


A— ., 


AF for reflraining Abuſes at 
Pennie Brydals, 


He Generall Afembly, conſidering the great profa- 
nirie and ſeverall Abuſes which uſually fal forth at Pen- 
nie-Brydzls,proving fruitfulSeminaries of all laſciviouſneſſe 
. and debauſherie, as well by the excefiive number of peopie 
£onvyeened thereto , as by the extortion of them therein, 
and licenriouſneſſe therear, To the great diſhonour of 
God , the (candall of our Chriſtian Profeſſion , and preju- 
dice of the Countreys welfare ; Therefore they Ordain 
every Presbyterie in this Kingdowe » To rake ſuch ſpecial 
care for reſtraining theſe Abuſes flowing from the cauſes 
Foreſaid » as they ſhall think fir in their ſeverall] reſpec* 
twe: And rotakea ftrict accomprt of every Minifter and 
Selijon of their obedience tothe Ordinance of the Prosby*"" 
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teric theyeanent , atthe Viſtation of every Pariſh Kirk ig 
their Bounds. 


p—_ % —_—— —. 


Aa Diſcharging depoſed Miniſters tobe 


reponed to their former Places. 


He Generall Aſſembly, conſidering the manifold pre> EY 


judices redounding to the Kirk in Generall, and private 
Congregations in particnlar;through the reſtoring of Mini- 
ſters once depoſed to the ſame places wherein formerly 
they ſerved : As alſo, how derogatorie it would prove tothe 
weight of that ſentence of Depoſition; Do therefore ordain, 
that no Miniſter depoſed , ſhall be reſtored again into thar 
place where formerly he ſeryed. 


CE ———————. 


Renovation of the Commiſſion for the publick 


A ﬀairs of the Kirk. 


He General Aſſembly taking to'their confideration;That 

in reſpe& thegreat Work of Uniformitie in Religiou in 
all his Majeſties ; cnc Hr , isnot'yerperfected, ( though 
by the Lords blefling there isa good progreſſe made in the 
ſame) there is a neceflity of renewing the Commitſhons 
pranred formerly for proſecuting and perfeRing that great 
Work; Doe therefore Renew the Power and Commiſſion 
granted for the publick Afﬀairs of the Kirk by the Generall 
Aſſembly , held in S. Andrews inthe year 1642. upon the 
fifth day of Augult poſt meridiem, Seff, 12, And by the Gene= 
all Aſembiy held in Edinburgh in the year :643.upon the 
19. day of Auguſt » Seff, /t. And by the late General] Aſ- 
ſembly held at Edinburgh in the year 1644. upon the third 
of June, Sef. 6. to the Perſons afternamed, 237. My 4n< 


drew Ramſay, Mr Alexan. Henderſon, Mr Robert Douglas , Mr - 
William Colvil , My William Bennet , 14r George Gilleſpie , 


Mr tehn Oſwald , Mr Mungo Law , Mr Robert —_ > 
y 
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My 7Jcht Adamſon, D. Tobn Sharp, Mr George Teſlie, M 
Lndrew Fairfowle, Mr David Calderwood . Mr Andrew Black. 
ball , Mr Zames Fleeming - Mr Rebert Ker , Mr John Mas- 


ghie, My fubn Dalyefl, Mr Andrew Stevenſon , Mr Roben | 


Lander, Mr Tames Rebertſon, Mr Patrick*Sibbatd, Mr Robert 
Carſon, Mr Alex. Spittal, Mr Alex. Dickiſon. M1 Fames Smith,My 
Tokn Gibbiſon, M r Tames Sym'on, Mr I phraim Metvill, Mr 
Alex. Somervell, Mr Robert t liot, Mr George Bennet, iV! rRobent 
Blair, Mr David Forret, Mr Arthur Matoun, Mr Samuel Ru 
thafurd, D. Alex. Colvill, Mr Andrew Benner, Nr Jomes Weddets 


burn, Mr Walter Greg, Mr John Morcreiff, Mr-Tohn Smith, Mt 


Frederick Carmichaell , Mr Patrick Gikefpie, Mr John Duncan) 
Mr James Sibbald, Mr Robere Bruce, Mr John Hume at Eccles, 
Mr MungoDalyell, Mr Alex. Kinneir, Nir Thomas Ramfay, Mr 
William Turnbull, My Fames Guthrie, Mr Thomas Donaldſon, Mr 
William Jameſon, Mr David Fl:tcher, Mr: Andrew Dunhiſon , Mt 
R obert Murray , Mr David We-mes, nr fob Hat, Mr Job 
Freebairn, Nir David Drummond at Cr*i®, Mr George Murray, Mr 
Henry Guthrie, Mr Robert Wiight, Mr Andrew Jaffray, Mr Ber- 
nard Sanderſon, Mr Alex. Tran, Mr Thomas Chalmers , Mr 4n- 
drew Lawder , Mr Hugh Hender'm, Mr John L evingſioun , 'Mt 
James Blair, Mr Tames Bonar, Mr John Burne, Mr John Bell, Mr 
Fugh Mackale, Mr Matthew Birsbane, Mr David Elphinsſtouw, 
. Mr David Dickſon, My George Younz, D. Tohn Strang , Mr 
Robert Baillie, Mr Patric, Sharp, Mr Rabert Birme, Mr 
EranCamren , Mi George Symmer at Megle , Mr Andrew 
Fleck, Mr Patrick Lyon , Mr Jobn Lindſay , Mr Sylveſter 


L anmie , Mr George Fogo , Mr David Strachan , Mr Andrea - 


Cant, Mr William More , Mr VVilliam Davidſon , Mr John 
Paterſen, Mr VÞltiam Jaffray, MrT homas Mitchell, Mr George 
C:mmm, Mr Joſeph Brodie, Mr Wlliam Lawder , Mr Daw 
Roſſe, Mr Ferquhard Mackleman, Miniſters; And Archbald 
' Marqueſſe of Argyle, Jubn Earle of Crawfurd - Lindfay,. 
Alexgnaer Farle of Eglintoun , VViliam Earle of Glencarne, 
Jabn Earle of C:flils, Charles Earle of Dumfermling , Jan# 


Farle of Tullibarcin, Jokn Earle of Lauderdale, James Earle. 


of Annandale , VViliam Earle of Lothian , James Earle of 
(ueenesberry, VViliam Earle of Dalhouſie, V/ill;iam Earle 
ol Langrick, Arcabald Lord Angus , 


Vicoun! | 
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Vicount of Arbuthner, James Vicount of Frendraught » 


Alexander Lord Carleys, lames Lord Johnſtoun, Jobn Lord 
Yelter, john Lord Balmerino, Allzander Lord Balcarris x 


| John Lord Loure, foln Lord Barganie, Sir Patrick Hepburn 


of Wauchroun , Sir Fohn Hope of Craighall , Sir .Archbald 
obnſtoun of Wariftoun , Si: David Hume of Wedderburn , 
{i Frederick Lyon of Brigtoun, Sir Alexander Areckine of 
Diin , Sir Alexander Fraſer of Phillorth , Sr PVilliam Bailke 
of Lammingroun , Hadding of Gene gies , 
Sir Thomas Ruthven of Freeland , James Macdougall of Garthe 
land , Sir Alexander Murray of Blackbarronie » VVilliam 
Drummond of Rickartoun , Sir V//lliiam Scot of Hardin , Sir 
Andrew Ker of Greenhead , Sir PVil.tam Stuart of 
$ir alexander Schaw of Sauchie , Alexander Brodie of that TIk , 
Mr George Hur eof Kimmerjame , Sir lohn Smith , Mr Ale x= 
ander Colvill lultice Depute , Fohn Binnie . rchbald Syaf's 
Laurence Henderſon, James Stuart Gilbert Sommernell , Jo 
Semple , Mr Robert Barclay , Patrick, Leſlie , lames ' aw . Mir 


. Robert Cuninghame , George Gardin , VVilliam Glendunning El- 


ders. And tor diſcharging the ſaid Commiſſion , Appoints 
the perſons aforeſaid , or any ninteene of them , whereof 
fifceen ſhall be Miniſters , to meet at Edinburgh upon che 
14. of this moneth of February and upon the ſecond Wed 
neſday of May, Auguſt, November, and of February 
next to come, and upon any other day, or in any other 
Place they ſhall think meer. Giving unto them full power 
and Commiſſion to do all and every thing for proſecuting , 
advancing , perfeCting, and bringing the ſaid Work of 6 
niformity in Religion in all his Majeſties Dominions to an 
happy concluſion » conforme 10 the former Commiſſions. 

ranted by the faids Aſſemblies thereanent : And further 5 

enewes tothe Perſonsafore - named , the power contain- 
ed inthe Atof the ſaid Aſſembly , 1643+ Intituled, A re 
ference to the Commuſſion anent the Perſcns deſigned to repair to the 
Kmgdom of England , As alſo the power contained in 1wo 
ſeveral Acls of theſfaid lateAfſembly. x 644. Sefſs.16. made A- 
gainft ſecret dis - affefiers of the Covenant , and , For fending Mi= 
mſters to the Army. With full power to them, to rreatand 


 $6581mins in the martersaſoeelaid, & in all other marcersre: 


ferred 


— 
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red unto them by this Aſſembly , as fully and freely , asif 
the (ame were here particula 1 expreſſed, and with as ample 


power as any 'Commiſiion of fo-wer General Asſemnblig 
hath had » OT been in uſe of befco: E 3 The y being lwayes for 


next General Asfen biy. 


their whole proce<dings countabl- ro , and cenſurable by the | 


—_ 


L — 
————... 


Renovation of the Commiſſion to the Per ſon 
appointed to repair to the Kingdom, of Eng- 
land, for proſecuting the Treaty of 
Uniformitie in Religion. 


F He Generall Adembly , Taking ro rherr confiderarion, 


thatthe Treaty of Uniformity in Religion in all his Ma | 


Jefties Dominions is nor yer perfected. ,, . though by the 
Lords'blefling there is a good progrefle made in the ſame, 
'Do therefore Renew the Powerand Commmiſſion.granted 
"*ro the Perſons formerly {nominate by rhe two preceding 
Aﬀemblies , 'and by their Commiſſioners fitting at Edige 
-burgh , 'for proſecuting the ſaid Lrea ic of Uniformitie with 
the Honourable Houſes of the Parliament of England. and 
[the Reverend Afſzmbly of Divines there, oraiy Commtt- 
tets appointed-by them. Giving unto them full power 
: r6dv-all and every thing which may advance , perfeR, 
and'bring the ſaid Trentie to an happy concluſion  can- 
 fortneto the former Commiſſions granted to them theres 
nent. x 


«a +4 | FITS di 
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TheGeneral Aſemblies Anſwer to the Right 


| Reverend the Aſſembly of Divines in the Kirk | | 


of E »gland. 


. Roche Revirend and welbeloved mn the Lord Jefus, F 
A-Midit the mantold troubles 1n which this Kat 5d CM: 
ath been invalved y and under: which ;it {ill-lavoy 
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" Eilts we greatly rejoyced when it was teſtified unto bywſ 
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our reverend Brethren, and under your hands in'your Let- - 
ter, and theſe Papers by them preſented rous from you , 
what progrefle you had made in rhe mach defired Wor' of . 
Uniformnrie; and acknowl-dg-, thar the ſame hat* comforted 
ws concerning our work and toile of our hands, and {cemerh to usas 
an ohve bianci, '© prognofti care the abating of the waters» 
which overflow te face of the,Earth. 
When we confider, tha: you have wa'k2d in pathes unu= 
} } Auall, which have not been haunted by Travellers there, 
25 the publick way, though pointed our as the good old way 
by the Reformed Kirks, we do nor wouder that yeu have 
Carefully adverted in every ſtep to ſer foot upon \ur- grounds 
When we behold char ſtrong and high tree of Epiſcopacie 
$ ſo deeply rooted by contim:ance of rime not lopned of rhe 
' 4 Branches, and the tumpe of the root left inthe * arth', with 4 
”] band of iron andbraſſe, bat piuckr up by th: roots; We do 
confeſle rar the Carpenters » though prepared havea hard 
al task , r2quiring time ro hewir down, and rootirup : And 
when we call to minde how much the Service-Book hath 
% been cryed upas the only way of GODS Worthip » how 
6 many thereby have had their wealth , and how aifhcill ir1s 
ith FAR : 4 
2 to forgoe the accuſtomed way ; We admire the poweran 
wiſdom of the good GOD who hath proſpered you 1n 


+ » - LL Las w—_ *»= — = 
#*a 


- Yair way , and led you this length , through ſo many 
& raits, and over {o many difticulties 1n ſo troublous a 
| time. 

VP We doſfor our part not only admitand allow, bur moſt 
- | heartily and gladly embrace the DireCtory of Worſhip, asa 
{ common Rule for the K:rks of GOD intherhr:e King= 


| doms» now more? ſtraitlv and firmly uratcd by the folemne 
<þ1 Leaguz and Co: enant; And we doallin one voice blefle 
' 4} theLord, who hathpurit in the hearts, firſt , ofthe Re- 
yerend, Learned, and Pious Aſſembly of Divines and 
then, ofthe HonoiirableHouſes of Parliament, Toagree 
upon ſuch a Nirefory as dot? remove what is none of 
Chriſts,, and preierve the puricy of all his Ordinances , ro- 
pron Uniformity and Peace in the. Kirk. Oaly we 

ve thought neceffary , to declare and make known, Fhar 
- Ge Clauſe inthe Direftory for the adminiſtration 6f. rhe 

& - ; —_ Lords 
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Lords Supper, which appointerh the Tableto be ſo placed 
that the Communicants may orderly fit about 1t , or at 1t is 
not to be interpreted, as if in the judgement of this Kiak it 
were indifferent for any of the Communicants not tO come 
to and receive at the Table; or.as if we did approve the dt 
ſtributing ofthe Elements by the Miniſters ro eachGommy- 
nicant, & not by the Commnnicants among themſelves: 1n 
which particulars ,we ſtill conceive and beleeve the order & 
practice of our own Kirk, To be moſt agreeable & ſutablera 
the Wordof GOD, the example ofour Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and the nature of that Heavenly Feaſt and Fable. Never- 
thelefle, in other particulars we have reſolved, a1d do 
agree, todo as ye have defired us in your Letter » 'thatis, 
not to be tenacious of old Cuſtoms, though lawfull in theme 
ſelves , and not condemned in this DireCGory , but to lay 


them afide for the nearer Uniformirie with the Kirk of Enge 


land, now nearer and dearer ro us than ever before; A 
Blefling ſo much eſteemed, and ſo earneſtly longed for a- 
mong us, that rather than ir faile on our part , we do moſt 
wllingly part with ſuchpraftices and cuſtoms of our own, 
- as may be parted with ſafely , and without the violation of 
any of Chriſts Ordinances , or treſpaſling againſt} Scrip- 
turall Rules , or our ſolemne Covenants, 

We do inlike manner agreeto, and approve the Propo- 
fictions touching Kirk - government and Ordination 3 and 
have given power to our Commiſſioners who are tg meetin_ 
Edinburgh, ro agreero, and conclude in our Name an 
Uniformnie therein, berwixt the Kirks in both Kingdoms, 
ſo ſoon as the ſame ſhall be withour any ſubſtannall alteras': 
tion Ratified by an Ordinance of the Honourable Hou® 
ſes of the Parliament of England according to our AR of 
Approbation ſent r» our Commiſſioners with you. 

As for the returning of our Commiſſioners 3 though the 
counſel and afliſtance of our Reverend Brethren mightbe of 

ood uſe ro us in theſe difficult rimes , and their parricular 

ations and imployments immportune the ſtay of theſe wha 
are come untous, and the returne of theſe whoſtay with 

you, yerpreferring the publick good » and looking upon 
the profit may redound unto all by their continuing with: 
| - JOug 
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you, we have ſatisfied your defire,[8 renewed their commil- 
fion;Praying GOD they may (as we are confident they ſhall) 
prove anſwerable to;our truſt, and ro your expeRtation. 

Concerning one Confeſſion of Faith , and Forme of 
Catechiſme, we apprehend no great difficultic : And to 
that which remains to be perfected inthe matter of _— 
yernment, wedo helzeve, and both vou and we know by 
experience, that there is no wor impoſſible with our God. He 
that bath begun « good work among you , will alſo perform it of his 
good pleature. woon inthe Ld youritrength , and the 
Spirit of truth lead you in alltruth : The God of all grace and peace 
that brought again fromthe dead our LordFefus that great Shepherd 
of the cheep through the blood of the everlafting Covenant, & by him 

þ called us unto bis eternall glory , make you perfeft in every good 
work to do bis will, working in yo1, and by you, «nd among you, that 
which is well pleaſing in hu: fight , ſtablich, ſtrenghthen, ſere'e yous 
through [ejus Chriſt our Leurd. 


; Edinburgh 3 Feb, 

I 645» Subſcribed in name ofthe Generall 
Aflembly of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, by the Moderator of the 
Aſſembly. 


Es 
— — 


TO THE KINGS MOST EXCEL. 
LENT MAJESTIE. | 
The humble Remonſtrance of the Generall Aſa. 


ſembly of the K:rk of Seotland , met at Edinburgh 
the 13. day of February, 1645» 


— 
— 


Sour Record ison high , and our conſciences within us 
bear us wi:neſle , ſo the many former Supplications and 
Remonſtrances to your Majeſtie, from this Kirk and Kinge 
dome., our ſolemne Covenants , and the whole courſe' of 
our proceedings from time to time in the proſecution 


ofthis Cauſe, Do make knowntothe World, ang we truſt 
| T 3 g'ſg 
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alio royour own conſcience , our loyaltie and faithful ſub- 
Ject:on. and how far our 1ncentions ar. from the diminntion 
of your Matziti-5 juſt Power and Grearn fie; Andaltholigh 
th- \ucceiſe of many o! ou: humble adcrefles to your Maje. 
ſty, h-thdcev ſichas Gd iruitrare our deſires and hopes, 
vet tits hath not blocred out oi our hearts our loyalcie , {6 
often profeTed b-fyre God and the World; but ir is ſill oye 
Souls defire, and our Prayer to God for you , that your 
S2It and your Poſterity may proſp*rouily reigne over this 
your an'.1-n: and Farive Kingdome, and over your other 

Dom: :ions. And nqwas we have publiſhed a ſolemn and 

fr:e Warning to the Noblemen, Barons, G-ntiemen, 

Burrows, Mimitters, and Commons of this Kingdome, 

concerning the.preſent ailliction of this Nation , and their 

fins procu'1ng the lame 3 Sownen wecall to minde , that: 
God accepreth not the perſons of men , and that the grear- 

et are no'tobe w nk-:datin their ins; We alure our ſel. 

ves, that th:beit and motit real! refti.-ony. which we can 

giv? a! ch1z p;e{ent, of the tenderneiic and uprigh:n-fle of 

our affection ro your Majeſties true Huppinefle 1s thisour 

hnmble and fairiifull Repreſentation of your Majelties great 
and growrng danzers , and the caules racreof ; Of whichs 
if we ſho ild 5 11-:.- . our conſ-1-:nces would condemne 
US» ans the tones themſelves would immediatly cry out. 

The trou_les of vur hzarts aie enlarged, & our fear increa-. 
fed in yourM cities behalf, perceiving that y ow Peoples pa- 
tienc- isabove meaſure tempred,& is 1;ke a "art preſt down 
with ſh2aves , and ready to break , while as b:fide many 
formerdeitgn2s and <ndcavours to bring detolation and de- 
ſtru1o0n upon us, (which were (and we truſt all of that 
kinde ſha!l be) by the marvellous and mercifull providence 
of God diſcovered and diiappointed ) Our Countrey is now 
infeſt:d, th: blood of divers of our Brethren ſpilt , and 
other atts of moſt brrbarous and horrid cruelry exerciſed, 
by th» curicd crew of the Iriſh Rebels and their Complices 
an'th': Kinzdome, under the conduct of ſuch as have 
Comm:fſinn and Warrant from your Majeſtie, . And 
unleſle we prove unfaithfull both ro God and to your 
Ajeſtie , we cannot conceale-another danger which is ww 

nitc1y 
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nitely greater than c +ac of your Peoples Tiſpleaſure : Thee 
refore we the (ervan's of te moſt high GOPD., and your 
Majeties mott loyall Subjetts in the humility and grief of 
our hearts ,, fall d»wn b*fore your Throne , and-in the 
Nam- of our Lord and /:liiter, JSSUS. CHRIST, 
who Shall judz? th? wild in righreonnefſe,  borh great 
and {mall , and in the }lame of this whole Narionall Kirk, 
wiicl we repre'ent, We make bold ro warn your Majeſty 


Freely , rÞat the guilt which cicavech faſt co your Majeſly 


and to your F'orone, is/uch. , as ( whatſoever flattering 
preach-rs » or unfait if al coun'elliours may ſay tothe cons 
trary ) if not timely repen'ed, cannot but inyolve your 
Selt and your Polterity under the wrath of the ever-living 
GOD, For your b-ing guiltie of the sheddingofthe- blood 
of many. thouſan1s of your Majeities beſt Subjects 3. Fox 
your permit4ng the M:ffe, and other Idolatry, both 1g 
your own Fami:y and 1n vour Dominions 3; For your autho« 
xiz:13 by the Book of Spar's the profanation of the Lords 
Day ; ror your not punshing of publick ſcandals, and 
mich profaizn2fſe, in, & about your Courts For the shug« 
ting of youreare, from th: humble and juſt, deſires of your 
faichfull Subjects; For your complying too much with the 
Popiſh' oarty ininy wayes, and namely; by concluding 
the Lefſic.on of Armes mn [re/and , and vour embracing tae 
counſels of roſe who have ug. ſet G OcD nor your. good 
before therr eyes 3 For your refifting and: oppofing this 
Cauſe , which ſo much concerneth the glory of GOD, 
your own honour ang happinefle , and the peace and fafetic 
of your Kinzdom?s; and for what other cauſes your Maje- 
{ty is moit Coxfctous ; and may belt judge and ſearch your 
own con{cience ( nor would we have mentioned any partt< 
culars, if they had notbeen publike and knowne. ) Far 
all which 1t is high ttme for your Majeſty to fall down at the 
fooritool of che king of Glory, to ackaowledge your oftence 
to repent tim2ly , to make your peace with GO D through 
JE>US CHRIST, (whoſe blood. is able;to wash away 
your great {iane) and to.be no longes unwilling that the Son 
of GOD reign over you andyour Kingdoms1n his pure 
Ordinancgs of Church-governmentand Worſhip. Theſe 

5, = things 
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things if your Majeſty do , it ſhall be no grief ofheze unto 
you afterward; a bleſſing is reſerved for you, and you 


and with all the Churches of Chriſt ; Bur if your Majeſty 


xetuſe ro hearken to this wholſome counſel! ft which the * 


Lord forbid ) we have diſcharged our own conſciences, 


we take GOD and Men to wirneſſe That we are blames + 


leſſe of the ſad Conſequences which may follow , and we 


ſhall wait upon the Lord , who , when be maketh inquiſition / | 


ama will not forget the cry of the humble In the meau while, 
| beleeching your Majefty ro rake notice Thar we are not 
Raggering or fainting through diffidence of the ſucceſſe$ 
this Cauſe and Covenant of the three Kingdoms, unto 
which, as G OD hathalready given manifold Teſtimonies 
of his favour and bleſſing ; ſoit is our ſtedfaſt and unſhaken 
confidence, that this 15 the Work and Cauſe of GOD, 
which ſhall gloriouſly prevail againſt all oppofit:on , atid 
from which, with the asſiſtance of the grace of GOD, 
we ſnall never ſuffer our ſelves to be divid<d or withdrawty 
bur ſhall zealouſly and conſtantly in our ſeverall Vocations, 
endeavour with our Eſtares 9 
prorpoving thereof. | 
That which we have concluded concerning Uniformi 
jn Religion berween both Kingdoms, is to be humbl 


.Fered ro your Majeſtie from the Commisfioners of this 


Kingdom , for your Royall Conſent and Ratification. Ab 
though your Majeſtie was not pleaſed to vouchſafe us the 
preſence of your Commisfioner , according to the ſuppli- 
cation of the Commisftoners of the preceeding Generall Af 
ſembly , yet we have proceeded with as much reſpet to 
your Mijeſties honour, and as much remembrance of our 
duty » as if your Royall Perſon had been preſent in the mids 
of us: And we ſhall ſtill continue our Prayers for you, 
that G O D would graciouſly incline your heart to the 
counſelsof Truth and Peace , and grant unto your Mzjeſtie 
a long and happy Raign , that we may live under you a pe. 
accable and quiet life , in all Godlineſſe and Honeftie. 


ſhall finde favour with G OD, and with your People, 


| 
Lives, the purſuing and 
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T he Aſemblies Anſwer to their Com 


misſioners at London, 


Reverend and beloved Brethren , 


| Tiav” Fruirs of your long continued Labours in 


the Work of the Lord entruſted ro yon, brought to 
us at this time by theſe two of your number, whom you. 
were pleaſed zo ſend, were received by us with no (mall joy 
and rejoycing , as being. in great part ,'the ſatisfation of 
our Souls deſire , intharſo much longed for , fo much pra- 
yed for happy Uniformuty of theſe Kirks and Kingdoms: 
And an eyident Demonſtration to us , that the Lord hath 
not, even inthistime of his ſeen and felrc diſpleaſure, fo 
covered him{c]f with the cloud of hisanger , that our Pra« 
yersſh ould not paſſe through, 

The great and main difficulties through which the Lord 
hath carried chis Work, as we do acknowledge, ou 
mainly to be madeuſe of, for the praiſe and glory of his 
power, who is the great Worker of all our works for us g 
So your: overcoming of themis to us noſmall Demonſtra= 
tjon of your zeal, wiſdom , and faithfulnesſe, Zwhich with- 
out great 1njurie both to the Lord the prime Worker , and 
to you his inſtruments, we cannot but acknowledge , hath 
been much manifeſted in the whole managing of this work 
in your hagds. be 

The tyllanſwerto all the particulars you write of in your 
Letters, we leave to the Relation of thoſe that come from 
you, and are now appointed toreturn to you : Andas with 
much thankfulnesſe we acknowledge your fidelity in what 
ye have done already; ſo we have again renewed your Com- 
miſſian for the continuance of your Imploymeat there , for 
the pe:feCting of the Work ſo happily begun : For the fur= 
thering whereof , as we ſhall not be wanting in our prayers 
to GOD fo: his blefiing tpon your labours , fo for you! 
we os aſhftance , we have appoint2d a commiſſion to 
at Edipburgh , to which at all occaſions you may hve your 
recourſe, 25 the exigence of the Work ſhall require, | 

| | T5 How 
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How fatigfatory that Dire&ory of Worſhip preſented ts 
ms by aar Brethren from'vou , was tous, we leave it rather 
x0 their relation at their return ; being car and eye witneſs 
fes to the manifold expreflions of our joy and gladnesſe, 
ehen offer ror2preſent ito you ina Letter: The AG heres 
with ſent, an1ordained ro be prefixed unto the DireQory, 
will ſuffictently declare our hearty approbation of ir: Our 
judgement allo eoncerning che propoſitions of Government 
and Ordinarion , and ourearneſt defire ro have the Work of 
Uniformiry promoved and perfeRed inrhat particular alſo , 
will appear to you by the other A&-which herewith you will 
xeceive: Our zea! and defire ro have that Work fully clofed 
with {0 much harmonie as becometh the work of -» O Ds 
will appear to you in our reſolution and anſwer co that parti» 
cular 1n the pounr of Excommunicarion , concerningwhick 

you write, 

Theſ2 particular differences binted in the Avsſembles 
Letter , foruniformitie with that Kirk ſo muchrendeared rtq 
Bs, Wwe have reſolved to lay afide , and have raken courſe 
for preſerving harmonie amongſt -our ſelves, whereof our 
Breitiren- will give you more particular account .. ' Anat 
your defire of My Alexander Henderſon his attznding the Treas 
tie , we are-contident exe this you nave received our reſg« 
 JIurioa. | | 3 

Amidit the many difficulties wherewith it pleaſeth the 
Lord to preſſeus, as we thouzhtir neceſfar to, publith and 
ſend forth a Warning to all {octsof Perſons in this Kirk and 
Kingdom , concerning, the preſent affliction of this Nation, 
and their fins procuringrhe ſame ; So we thought it incums 
bent tous induty, asthe beſt Teſtimony which we can give 
at this prelent to his Majeſty , ro remonſtrate-unto him 
Faithfully The great and growing dangers bis MajeRty-is now: 
under, and the Ccaules thereof. 'This Remonſtrance we 
have ſent to you , to be preſenred ro his Majelty , by ſuch 
means, and at ſuchtime , as you who are there upon the: 
place ſhall judge firreſt. | ted, 

'- And nowdear Brethren go on with cheerfulneſſe in the 

Work ofthe Lord : Ler no diſcouragement-or oppoſition 

gnake your heary ro faint, or your hands wax Keble: Ten 
| Wav 


\ 


fwadeyour ſelf the Loris hand ſhall till be made known co- 
ward his ſervants, and his indignationapainſt his Enemies; 
Remember the Work is his, who nfethrnot”ro' begin, . bue 
alſo to make and end , and isabundantly ableto ſupply alh 
your need accordia3 to the riches of his glory-- Be confident 
therefore of this thing , that ne who hath begun this goof 
Work by you, will alſo indue time accompliſh 1t ro his 
own praiſe, Tohis gracious aſſiſtance we heartily recom- 


mend you- 


Poſtſcript. 
Edinburgh 13. Feb. 1645- 


Ir is carneſtly deſired That the DireCtorie for 
Worſhip be ſent to Ireland, and that you re- 
commend to the honourable Houſes of the 
Parliament, Tothink upon the beſt way for 
the eſtab1;ſhmenr & practice. of it in that King- 
dom» And that the like courſe may betaken 
with the government , and other parts of rhe, 
Uniformity , ſo-ſoon'as they ſhalt be agreed. 


upon, 'C 
F Subſcribed in exe, Generall aſſembly of the Kirk of 
Scotland | by the Moderator of the Aſſembly, 


He General Aſſembly Recommends toPresbyte- 

ries, To'conlider thele matters referred; ro-thei 
conſideration by preceding Afemblies ; rad ro el. | 
their judgement therein'to the next Aſſembly, © + + 


es a 3. a a 
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He Generall Aſeembly Appoints the meeting of thi 
next Aſſembly ftobeat E denburgh the firſt Wegnefany 

of June, in the yeer 1646. WY ++ 5 
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Edinb, 4. junii 1646. 
; Sefl. II. 


The Kings Letter tothe Aſſembly z 
preſemed by Af. Robert Douglas 
CHimſter at Edinburgh. 


CrnanLEs R. 


Ight rruftly and welbeloyed , We greet you 
well. Having lately written ro Our Houſes of 

{ Parliament at Peſtminſier , and the Commish« 
Gs OY oners from Our Kingdom of Scotland at London, 
Eta and likewiſe to the Committees of Eſtates of 
that our Kingdom ; Shewing Our grear ſenſe and __ for 
the (ad effefts have flowed from the unhappy differences 
betwixr Us and Our Subjets , with Qur reall reſolutgons 
eo comply with the defires of Our Parliaments of both King-« 
doms , and thoſe entruſted by them for ſettling of Trueth 
and Peace in all Our Dominions; And now being informed 
of your me2ting, We have thought fit hereby ( ſince We 
eo"ld not conveniently ſend a CommiffGoner ) ro give you | 
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the ſame afſurances 3 And withall that it ſhall be Oar cons | 
ſtant endeayour to maintain Religion there, as it iscfta« 
bliſhed}, in [Po@rine, Worſhip?, . and Church . goyern- 

ment, and leaye no good means uvaſſayed for ſerling ar 

univerſall Peace in that our native and ancient Kingdom, -.,. 

with the Reformation and Religion , and ſertling Peace im *F 
England and Ireland: And after the return of an anſwerts 

Our late Mcffag®e ro Our Houſes of Parliament heer > We 

ſhall more particularly acquaint you» or your Commiſſige 

ners, with Our further reſolutions. In the mean time, 

We ſeriguſly recommend Qur ſelves and diftrated condie 

tion of Our Kingdoms, to your [molt earneſt Prayers to God 

inour behalf , expeCting from you faithfulneſſe in your ſe- 

:yerall Charges and Callings, with that Loyaltic and obe- 

dience which becomerh the Miniſters of the _ ve 

bid you very heartily farewell, from New- caſtle the 28, of 

May 1646, 


DIRECT. 
For Our right truſtie and welbeloyed , The Moderatour 
and other Members of the Generall Asſembly of the 
Kirk of Our Kingdom of Seeeland, 


FR 
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6. Funii 1646. Antemeridiem. Sell. 4- 
Alt concerning the Regiſters and Att of 

1 Provinciall Aſſemblies. 

Ti Asſembly recommends to Provinciall Asſeme- 


blies , that hereafter they cauſe read all their Adts ,- 

before the disſolving ofevery Asſembly z- And char 
their Regiſters be written formally , and ina good hand 
” "Ss with the ſeverall Leafes or Pages thereof marked 


iti 
Ciphers according to their nnmber. 
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Hoz The General. 
xx. Funii 1646: Antemeridiem. Sell. 5). 


| "At roncernmg the publike ſatisfat7ion of "; 


CMarried perſons, for Fornication committed 


before Marriage. 
d i Generall Asſembly underſtanding that in many 


places the publike ſcandals of Fornication commir- 

red before Marriage , are not taken notice of and re« 
moved by publike confeflion according to the order of this 
Kirk; Therefore tor remedie thereof do Ordain , That 
all Married per!ons under publike {candall of Fornication, 
commurted before cheir Marciage ( although the ſcandall 
thereof hath norappeared before the Marriage) fhall farisfie 
publikely [for rhar fin commicted before their Marriage, 
their being in th* eſtate of Marriage notw1 hſtanding,, And 
that in the ſame manner as'they ſhould haye done if they 
were not Marieds - , == 


" YOOUETOWT 
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Ordingnce for Excommunication of the 
EOS, Earle of Seafort. _ 


;N He Generall Asembly having taken to their ſerious 


conſideration, that perfidious Band made 2nd contri-, * 


vel lately ir the North » under thename of 4h humble Re” 
 onfirance , againſt our Nationall Covenant ,/ and the Lea- 


eue and Covenant of thethree Kingdoms; Which tend- 


eth to the-nnaking of diviſion and tomenting of Jealouſie* 
withinthis and be:ween both Kingdoms » rothe prolong®”. 
ing of theſe unnaturall-Warrs ,.to the impeding of then? 


tended Uniformity in Religion, and to the ſubverſion of 
all the happie ends of our covenants: And finding that 
GeergeBarle of Seafort hes not only moſt perfidiouſly bium« 


" 


ſe[ftublctibed the (aid wicked Band,coutrary to his ſolemne 7 
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Oaths' in the 'Coverants aforeſaid ;- aovd tnoff arregancly, 


owned the ſame under his owne hand writingintis lerrers -- 
tothe Commitree of Eftates , 'and ro the Commiſſiorers of 


thepreceging Asſewblie ; Bur alſo hes ſeduced and. thre» 


aned others to ſubſcribe thar diviſive Band, and to 'joyne 
with him in proſecution of his treacherous and wicked 


nes, thereim'masked with the prerences of Religionand E- 


t, 


1 
: 


pom that wicked and perfidious courſe, by publike Declara» 


bertie; boaſtivgalfo the purſuance of that hisRemonſtrante 
2gainſt all deadly the oppoſers thereof ;whether King or Par= 
'hament.- And having alſo cor:fidered/another wicked and 
treacherous Bard of Union which the faid Harle form erty 


*entred into with that excommunica"cRebe)l lames Gy 


'afterthe ſenrence of forfalture and the dreadfull ſenrenceof 
excommunication were pronounced apainſt him, ' Obliege 
410g himſelf therein under ſo)cmne Oaths to joyne with thas 
'fortavited Rebel] againſt this Kirkand Kingdowe , and to 


"oppoſe all-rtheir publike reſo'utions for purſuance of the 


happie ends of our ſ:id Coyenan's. All which» withhis 
vile reproachfull aſperfions and moſt falſe calumnics againſt 
this Kirk and-State » and their publikeand lawfoll endete 
yours and refolutions , with his other wicked and perfidi- 
ous practiſes at Jength diſcovered in rhe Proclamation of the 


Committee of Eftar's , and rhe Declaration af the Come 


eans have becn btſcd for reclaiming of rhe Taid Fatle 


A 
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' tionsand Ptoclatmarions, and particular Lettersſent tohim*® 


a 


ſelf from thoſe that had power in that behalf, And that not- 
wirhſtanding thereof and of Summonds dire againft him 
ro-anfwer tothe premiſes, often called, he doth nor appear, 
bur ſtill remains obſtinate in his wicked courſes; And after 
ma:ure deliberation having found his frequent Tarfolank 

roſſe pejuries , his perfidious and wicked conſpiraciesby 
Band and Oath, with the publike Enemies of this Kirk and 
Kingdom , and his other treacherous and wicked praQtiſes 
conremptuouſly and pertinaciouſly | px=ws into, Tobe 
be kannous offences againſt God , and high contempt of all 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil authority. Therefore the Afl:me 
bly moved with the Zeal of God, do without a contrary 
voice Decerne and Ordain the ſaid George Earle of Seafort 


' to be ſummarly excommunuicate , and declared to be one 
whom Chriſt commanderh to be holden by all andevery 


one of the Faithful as an Ethnik andPublicane,and appoints 
the ſentence of excommunication to be pronounced by 
Maſter Robert Blair Moderator in the eaſt Kirk of this Citie, 

n the next Lordsday , being the 14 of this Moneth; 


And rhat thereafter publike intimarion be made thereof. 
upon a Sabbath day before noone in all the Kirks of. 
this Kingdom ſo ſoon as advertiſement ſhall come untg_- 


them. 


7 
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Enormities and Corruptions obſerved to be ig 
the Miniftery , with the Remedies thereof. | 


ENORMITTIES. 


He firſtand main ſin , reaching both ro our perſonall 

carriage and callings , we judge to be, Nor ſtudying 
how to keep Communion and Fellowſhip with God 3 
Chrift, bur walking in a naturall way withour :aployingſel 


Chriſt ,. or drawing vertuc from him , to inable us untw” 


s 


— 


ſaaQification , and{Preaching in ſpirig and power. 


| 


— MS *. 


» 
1 


them, , becauſe of ſome that are unanſwerable corherrpro-' . 
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hog. 
was, * Is our Lives, | | | 


F. Uch fruitlefle con verſing in companie , and com- 
Applying with the ſingofall forts, not behavingour 
ſelves 2s becomes the men of God. 

2. Great worldlinefſe is to be found amongſt us, mind- 
ingand ſpeaking moſt about th11ngs of this life, being buſied 
abour manyſthings , but forgetting the main. 

3. Slighting of Gods worihip in their families, and the- 
refore no cordiall urging of it upon others : yea, altoge= 
ther a wanting of it in ſome , if it be credible. wo 

© 4. Waor of yravity in carriage and apparel , difſolute- 
neſſe in haire , and ſhaking about che knees , lightnefſe in 
the wpperreil of their wives and children, Za, 

5. Tippling and bearing companie in untimous drink 
ing in Tavernesand Ale houſes, orany whereelſe , whee 
teby the Minifterie is made vile and contemprible. , . 

' 6. Diſcountenancing of the godly 3 ſpeaking ill of 


kflion. © © | 4 
"7, The Sabbath nor ſanftified after Sermons ; which 
woke” people think that the Sabbathis ended with the 

rmon. 7 | 
© $8, Chere ate alſo to be found amongſt us, who nſe 
ſmall and mtaced oaths. | q- 
' 9- Some ſoprear ſtrangers to Scripture , that excepti 
their publike Miniſterie , though they read many. zhings's 
yer they are little convetſant in the Scripture, angin medts 
cation thereof; A dutic incumbent toall the people of GoC. 


1s our Callings. 


T, { pery into the Miniſtriein former times, and 


folldwingthe courſe of defeftion » though forſaken» þ 
zyernever ſeriouſly repented: as alſo preſent entring 1088 * - 2» 
the Miniſtery, as toa way of living in the world,, and not \'v 
as 202 ſpirituall calling, | » 2:76 $5 3s 
N V 2. Helping 


Jo6 _ pos, PO ne WI F 


2. Helping.in » and holdingin of inſufficient and ſuſpe 
 Redmen, whoſavousthethings ofthis life, and keeping 
the door ſtraiter on them whom God hath icaled, rhen upon 
theſe who have lefleevidence of the power of grace and 
holineſfe. | | 
3. Partiality in favouring, and ſpeakirg for the ſcandgs 
lovs, whether Miniſters or other perſons, teaching thewy 
how to ſhift and delay cerſures. IH 
' 4. Silence in the publike cauſe, not labouring to cure” 
the diſaffeftion of people, nor urging them to conſtange* 
and parience in bearing of publike burdens, nor to forwards 
neſſe in the publike Cauſe 3 whereby Malignants are mule' 
riplied : yea ſome are ſo grofſe herein, rhat even inpubl 
aſs lirtlg or nothing is to be. heard from them ſound 
1s WaYs _” 
5. Some account it a point of wiſdome to ſpeak ambigue 
oully : {ome incline cojuſtifie the wicked cauſe , uttering,” 
w rds which ſavour of diſfaffe ion? and all their complamy 
ing of the tines, 1s in ſucha way as may ſteal the hearty of 
Beople from liking of good Inſtruments in this work , | 
conſequently from GoJs Cauſe: yea, ſome reading publiks, 
Orders, are ready to ſpeak againſt them in cheir private 
conferences ; 
* 6. Idleneſſe, either in ſeldome Preaching , as onceon 
| the Lords day , or in preparation for publike duties , 
being given to reading and meditation : others baye bolt, 
ofpaines . not like other irade/men continually at rhew 
work. | , 
7. Want of zeal, and Joveto the converſion of ſouls, 
not being weighted with the. want of ſucceſſe in reclaimung 
finners, nor ſearching 1 themſelves rhe cauſe of not 
profiting , preaching ex gig; not ex.conſcientia efficis. 

8. Self- ſeeking in preaching, anda venting rather of 
their witand kill, thena !bewing foorth of rhe wiſdome 
and power of God. © "\ v1 

_ 9. Lifeleſneſſc'in preaching, not ſtudying to be furniſhed 
-_____ , byChriſt withpower; and ſo the ordinance of God ew} 
4 teach the *Ghbe not tothe conſcience-:' and choorare belongerh thene 

, applying of the doQtrine unto the audjtory.and timese The | 
© þ $0 
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 andfamilies, may be found _ and remedied, 
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to. The indiſcreer. curing of the indiſcretion of piois 
people and Miniſters, whereby godlincfle hath gotten "oy 
eep wound , and profanitie hath lifted up the head » con- * 
trary to that wiſe and gracious order ſet foorth-inthe Gene« 


_ rall Aſſembly holdey at Edinburgh , 1641. 


11. Little care to furniſh our Armie, either abroador# 
home with Miniſters ; One-of our grievous fins and cauſes 
of ovr calamity. 

' 12, Laſt, it is to be'feared that Minifters' in ſecrerare 
negligent to wreſtle in Prayer, for ablefſing tobe poured 
out upon their labours , contenting themſelves with theis 
publike performances. cob 


REMEDIES. 


1-TPIRR, That Presbyteries make great conſcience te 

have all vacant places within their ſeveral bounds file 
led with godly and able men,where ever they be ro be found? 
and thatunder pretence of being a __ , or ſecond to a» 
nother , none be taken in ,- but ſuch as are able for the - 
ſame charge. 

2. Whereasitis known). that private tryall in Presbyte= 
ries are for the moſt part perfunCtorious , the Brethren are 
hereby exhorted to be more ſerious, and faithfull herein, 
as they will be anſwerable to Chriſt , the Chief Shepherd: 
andin 2 way previous thereto , that Brethren be free, in 
loving admonition one of another ſecretly, from time ra 
time 3 and that whoſoever keeps not the Presbyrenie or Sy- 
nod , after graye admonitions-may come under farther 
cenſures. 

3 That accuracie be uſed af viſitation of Kirks , and that 


\ theElders one by one (the reſt being removed ) be called 


in , andexamined upon oath upon the Miniſters behaviour - 


- in his calling and couverſation. 


4. That courſe be taken to divide Congregations in parts; 


- and bythe help notonly of Elders in their ſeveraltparrs , 


but of neighbors alſo , the cvils , and negle& of perſons 


> 
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% 
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5 I hatevery Miniſter be humbled for his former failings] 
and make his peace with God, that the more effectuilly he 
Way preach repentance, and may ſtand in thegap» to rurne 
away the Lords wrath : zuning betweenthe Porch and the 
ry » ighing and Crying for all the abowinations ef the 

F ,” 

6 Speciall care would bz had, that Miniſters have their 
converſation in hexven , mainly minding the things of God, 
and exercifing faith for drawing lite our of J-\us Chriſt the 
fountain of if: , armirg theml(elves thereby with power a« 
gatolt the contagion and wickedneſſe of the world. 

7 Care would be had of godly conference in Presby« 
reries , even in time of their-rcfr: ſhmenr-, and the 
Moderator is to look to it, that-goog ma:ter be furniſhed 
thereto, 

8 Irisalſo very neceſſary for every Miniſter that would 
befruitfullin the work of the Lord, to bring home the 
Wordof God to his own heart and conſcience , by Prayer ' 
and Meditation , both before and afcer the publike ord» 
Dance. 

9, Uſe would be made of the roll of the Pariſh, not os 
nely for examination , bur alſo'for conſidering the ſeverall . 
conditions and diſpoſitions of the people , thar accordingly 
they may be admoniſhed, and particularly prayed for by the' 


Miniſters 1n ſecrer, 

IO, Itis very expedient that Miniſters have more come 
munion among chemſeclyes for their mutuall ſtirring up, and 
ſtrengthning of their hands in the Lords work , and reCti- 
fying of thels who are notin.cortigible. 

' Tx. That Miniſters injall ſorts of companie labour to bee 
fruitfull, as the Salt of the earth, ſeaſoning them they meet 
with, notonly forbearing ro drink healths ( Satans ſnare, 
leading toexceſle) but reproving it in 'others. 

12. All Miniſters would be carefull tro cheriſh the {moa- | 
Ting flax of weak beginnings iu rhe wayes of God, and 


@upht couragioully to oppoſe all mockers and revilers of the }. 


godly. | 
13. As at all times, ſo ſpecially now when the Lord 


is calling us all to an account ; jt becomes the —_— ke 
Fes | ri 
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 Chrift, with all diligence and faichfulneſſe, to improve 


Ferred to any congregation , and theſe whoare appointed ts 


$. theirhearrs and hands may be ſtrengrhn*d,, and their un- 4 
dertaking arlaſt bleſſed of G O D; with ſucceſle. 
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their Mfniſterie ro the urmoſt , ro be inſtant in (ſeaſon and | 
out of ſeaſon ; yea »/ even frngally to imploy their time in # 
private , 1n reading of , and mediraring on Scripture , that 


the word of God may dwell plentifullie in rhem, % FP 
14. Thar the providing the Armies with Mniſters be pre. 


atrend the ſamef, and are deficient , be without delay ſeye-- 
relic cenſured according to the Att of the General jAſſem- G 
bly; And thatall Miniſters nor only in publike , pray for + 
our Armies , ſpecially theſe thar are to exvorrer? with the mn eo 
bloody enemie within th2 Jand , but alſo continually bear 

them up before the; Lord that their livesbeing reformed , 


15. That befideall other ſcandals, filence or ambigu= 
ous ſpeaikng :n the publike cauſe , much more detractin 
and disaffeted ſpeaches be ſeaſonablie cenſured 3 an 
tothis effect, all honeſt hearted Brethren would firmlie u- 
pire themſelves in _the Lord, the younger honouring rhe 
elder, and the elder nor deſpiſing the younger. 
© 16. And finallie , both for the corruption of the Mini- 
ſerie and remedies thereof, we refer the brethren ro the 
Act of the General} Afſemblie at E-inburgh 1596. reviv- 
edin the lare Afſemblic atGlaſgpow, 1c3S. tobee found in 
the printed Ad concerning the ſame, 


The Genz-all Aſſembly Ordains the Enormnties aboveſpecified 
to betryed and reſtrained . and that the Remedies the - 
reof for that purpoſe be ſeriouſly obſerved and prafiiſed : 
Recommending eſpecially to Presbyteries and Provincial 
Aſſemblies , that u{e be made of the ſame in viſitation of 
Kirks and tryall of t resbyteries. 


_ Ret & _ 


| | V3 Appro: 


| The GeneraH WO 


Gommmndt ion of Yhe. 
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preceding, 4ſcembly. | 


"Fc General Aſſembly having heard the report of the 
Committee appointed ro contider and examine the 
ceedings of the Commiſſioners of the lare General Aflems 
bly holden at Fdmburgh 1n the yeer 1646+ And after ſerious 
confiderarion thereot , finding that the whole A&s, Pro- 
ceedings, and Concluſions of the faids Commiſſioners, con- 
rained 1n the Regifter ſubſcribed by Mr Andrew Ker their 
Klerk» and by Mr Robert Ramſay Moderator to che ſaid Com» 
Mmitree , do declare much Wiſdom , Diligence , Vigilan- 
Cie , and commendable Zeal ; And that the ſaid Commiſe 
fGioners have orderly and formally proceeded in every thing, 
according to their Commiſſion : Þo therefore ratifie and 
prove the ſaid whole Aﬀts, Proceedings, and Concluſions 
of the Commiſſioners of the ſaid Aſſembly. 


——— he —_— 
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15. Juni 1646. Poſtmeridiem. 
Sefl. X 1. 


At for joyning'of the Presbyteries in Orkney 
and Zetland to the Provincial of Carhnes. 


'T!* General Aſſembly , conſidering that the Presbyterie 
of Kirkwel in Orknay and the Presbyterie of Scl-alloway in 
Retland have neyer mer in any Provincial Aſ:mbly , where 
through great abules and di/ordres are there committed, 
Therefore the Aſſembly hereby joyns the ſaid ewo Pres} 
teries to the Provircial of Cathnes and Suterland , And ap- 
poine all the Miniſters and Elders of the ſaid Presbytens 
ereafrter, to meet ax the ſaid Provincial Aſſembly , and 
ro have place tow reaſon and vote therein as Members df 
the ſaid Provincial. And ficklike ordains the ſaids two 
Presbyreries tg be of ſubordinaxe Jurisdition to the (aid 


as 4 : 
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incial Asfembly, Declaring hereby, that the ſaid Pro* 
vincial ſh4ll conſiſt of the Presvyreries of Cathnes, Satherlands 

Orktey , and Aetlend in all time coming. And appoints 
them to meer onely once in the yeer, in reſpect of their great 

diſtance 2nd interjeCtion of ſeas 3 Andthat the firſt meering 
be at Tharſo in Cathnes upon the third Tueſday of Auguſt next, 

4nd thereafter as ſhall be appointed by the ſaid Provincial 


Aſſembly. 
17. Juni 1646; Poſtmeridieh. 
O Sefl. X I Vs 


AA concerning Expettants Preathing 
in Publike. 


He GeneralAſſembly difcharges anyPerſonto preach 
. . mpublike under the name and notion of an txpee- 


tl. 
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- cant or under any other preten' e whar'oever» Except 
Fich as ſhall be tryed and found qualified according to the 
Acts of the General Afſembly ; Recommending to Presby® 


teries and Provincials to rake ſpecial notice thereof, art&to .-_- 


cenſure the Transgreflors accordingly. 


y One) 2 
AQ for cenſuring the Complyers with the 


rie publike Enemies of this Kirk and Ringdoms. 

in 

ere He General Asembly taking to their ſerious confide- 
ed, ratiorhe greatard fcandalous provocationand griee + 
| vous defetion fron thepublike Cauſe, which {ome 


Wp- have becne guilrie of, by complyitig” with the Rebels rhe 

161 publike Enenzes of rhis Kirk and Kingdom: And ,judgs 

and ing it a dutie incumbeat ro them to bring ſuch gotorious 

s od} Offenders to publike ſatisfationy ther the Wrartr of God 

Wok maybe averted, and the publike ſcandal removed; Do there 

fore Require , Decerp , and Ordain , that ſuch as after 
| V4 lawf 


4." 3 


Jawfull tryall ſhall be found to have been inaQtuall Rebelliow 
and to have carried charge with the Rebels , To have ac+ 
cepred Commiſſions for raiſing Horſe or -Foot unto them, 
To have been ſeducers of others to jovn in that Rebellion, 
To be thePe-nners or contriyers of James Grahames Proclamas 
tionfor indicting a pretended Parliament, or of any orher 
his Proclamations or Declarations, To have beene prime 
Inſtruments in cauſing publiſh the ſaid Proclamations ag 
Declarations; Thar all and every one of ſuch off-nders ſhal 
humbly acknowledge their offence upon their knees , firſt 
beforethe Presbererie, and thereafter before th? Congre- 
gation upon aSabbath , in ſome place hefore the Pulpitz 
And inthe meantime that they be ſuſpended from theLords:, 
Supper: Andin caſe they do not (atiſfie in manne» foreſaidy / 
that they be proceſſed with Excommunication. And likes 
wiſe Ordains ; thar ſuch as ſhall be found ro have procured 
Protections fiom the Rebels, To have execute rheir ors 
ders, Tohaveinvited them to their houſes. To havegr- 
ven them intelligence, To have drunk James Grahames health 
orto be guilty of any other ſuch grole degrees of comply. 
ance , ſhall acknowledge their offences publikely before 
the Congregation , and be ſuſpended from the Communien 
ay and while they doe the ſame, And further Decernes 
and Ordains, thar all perſons in any Ecclefiaſtick office 
guilty ofany degrees of complyance before mentioned, ſhall 
be ſuſpended from their office & all exerciſe rhereof,forſuch' 
time as the quality ofthe offence ard condirion of the offen- 
ders ſhall be found to deſerve; And the Aſſembly hereby 
declares that . Presbyteries have a latitude and liberty 1 
agreadge the Cenſures above ſpecified z according to the de- 
grees and c:rcumſtances ofthe offences > And pives in like 
maner the {ame Jatitude and libertyto the Commiſſioners of 
this Aſſembly for publike affairs, who have alſo powerto 
try and cenſure the offenders in manner above expreſt\, 


n__ tak&account Of the diligence of Presbyreries thete-. 
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Proclamationpubli ſhed by order of that excommue 

nicat Traitor James Graham, for indiCting of a pre- 
tended Parliament, and finding the ſame to be full of blaſ- 
phemies againſt the ſolemn League and Covenant of the 
three Kingdoms, and, of vile aſperfions of Treaſon, Re- 
bellicn , and Sedition moſt falſly and impudently 1mpmed 
tothe Eſtates , and moſt faithſull and loyall Su bjeds of this 
Kingdome : Doe therfore declare , Thar ſuch as baye bin 
prime Inſtruments of the publ.ſhing of that or the like Pro- 
clamation and Declaration, deſerve the higheſt-cenſuresof 
the Kirk|, unlesſe they make humble confeſſon of their of 
fence publikely , in ſuch manner as is preſcribed by this 
Aſſembly 3 And humbly Recommtndelo the Committee 
of Eſtatest,, take ſome courſe for their exemplary civill pu- 
niſhment , and that ſome publike note of ignominie be 
put upon thatProclamation as their Honors ſhall think meer 
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be cenſured 2s profaners of the Sabbath : Recommending 
to Presbyteries and others whom it may concerne to ſee 
= | borhthe As of 4flembly and Parliament made for cenſu-' 
r10gand puniſhing profanation of the Lords day » tobe put 

. In Ex6Cution againſt thems 


| | AGF againſt looſing of Ships and Barks upox 
N- the Lords Day: 

dy | | 
7 1 Fi Generall Aſſembly underſtanding how much the 
e- Lords day i8profaned by Skippers and other Seafari 

- men» Do therefore diſcharge and inhibire all Skippers a 

* | Szilcrsro begin any voyage on the Lords day , orto looſe 
ys any Ships , Barks or Boats out of Harbery or Road upon 
M. thatday , And who ſhall doin the contrary hereof , ſhalÞ 
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AF anentChildren ſent without the Kingdom, 


Hereas divers Children tave been ſent withour the 
Wkingom to be bred abrord, and have been of ift times 
coming may be expoſed to the temprations of ſeducers, and 
drawn 2+ay from the Ti yeri eſtabliſhed and profeſſed with 
$a this Church to errour of Poperie, or othet Sets and 
Herefies : Therefore the Aſſembly Ordains » that the Pa« 
rents or Friends of Children and Minors , ſhall before they 
ſend them withoar the Kingdom , firſt acquaint the Pres 

where they reſide, that they may have rheir Teltimo« 
niall directed to the Presbytery or. Clafſe within the Kings 
dom of France , or England, or Ireland, and at thetime of 
theſe Childrens return from any of the ſaids Kingdoms; 
eo reportane Teſtimonial! from the Presbytery or Synode 
where they lived without the Kingdom of their breeding 
there { and ro ſhew the ſameto the Presbyrery within the 
Kingdom who gave them a Teſtimoniall ar their way goings 
Likeas the Aſſembly Ordains all Presbyreries to try if any 
Children have been ſent to Popiſh Schooles or Colledges 
withourthe Kingdom; And if any be found , that their 
names be given to the Presbytery or Commiſſioners of the 
Afﬀembly » that the ſame may be preſented to the Honour- 
able Lords of Secrer Councell , or Committee of Eſtates, 
that their Lordfhips may be humbly defired by their autho- 
rity to recal thern, that after return to this Kinhdomcourſe 
may be takenaccording to rhe;former Ordinances of Gene. 
gall Aſſemblies ,for their breeding in the rru2 Religion, 
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Overtures preſented to the Aſſemb ty, 


TH correſpondence be keeped 2mong Presbyteries Co 
ſtantly by letrer vikous cctndies of perſoual co 


pondence when need requires, whereby one Presbyrerie may 
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finderſtand wharepwpare doing, and they; 
afliſting each co other. " 
II. That for the better breeding of young men to the 
Miniſterie who/are not able ro furniſh themſelves in charges 
toartend in the Univerſities, that the Presbyteries where 
they reſide appoint ſome to direQ their ſtudies, 
HI. That ir be recommended to al} the Univerſ ries to 
_  condifcend upon the beſt Overtures for the moſt profitable 
reaching of Grammar and Phyloſophy , and as they may 
meet at the Commiſſioa of the Generall Aſſembly ro make 

the matrer ripe forthe n*xt Aﬀembly, 
The hs approves theſe Overtures , and recommends accor- 

ly: 


I'V. Thatto the intent the knowlege of God in Chriſt 
may be ſpread throngh rhe Highlands and Iſlands ( for in 
lack whereof the land hath ſmarted in che late troubles ) 
theſe courſes be taken: 1. Let an o:der be procured, 
that all Gentlemen who are able , at leaft ſend their eldeſt 
ſons to be bred in the Inland. 2. That a Miniſterie be 
planted amongſt them , and for that effet that Miniſters 
and expeCtants who can ſpeak the Iriſh language be ſen to 
imploy their talents in theſe parts, and that the Kirks there 
be provided as ather Kirks ia this Kingdome. 3. Thar 
Scots Schools be erected in all Pariſhes there, according 
to the Act of Parliament , where convenierctly they can'be 
had. 4, That Miniſters and ruling Elders that have the 
Jrith Ianguage be appsinted to viſittheſe parts: 

The —_— approves this Overture , and recommend 
| 'this purpoſe to funther conſideration , that mor? 
Overtures may be prepared thereanent ag arnit the nex: 
h. | 

V. That for keeping the Univerficies pure , and provoking 
the Profeſſors of Divinitie to great diligence , each Pro- 
feſlorin the Univerfities of this Church and Kingdom, 
bring with him or ſend with the Commiſſioner who comes 

tothe General Aſſembly , ane perfix and well written capi 
of his Difates ,-to be reviſed by the General Aſſembly, 


orlucficy they thallappaineior that work year 
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The Aſſembly continues the determination of 4 coniflant anf{- | | 


perpctuall order herein untill th- ext Aſſembly ; bug. 
in the meantime defires the proſeſiors of Divinity to 
preſent to the next Aſſembly theirD:Fates of Divintry 
whereof the profeſiors preſent are to proe intimitron'ts 
the profeſiors abſent. 


VI. The greatburdens Intrants undergoes when they. 
enter the Mimſtery , which holds many of them long atun-: 


cr , would craverhe Aﬀemblies judgement and authority, 


that Miniſters Manſes and Stipends may beall made free to - 
the Intrant, 4 . 


The Aſiembly refers and recommends to the Commisſioners fir 
publike affairs to ſeck, redreſſe in this matter ſrom the 
Honorable Houſes of Parliament , and to conſider of 

fome fitting Overtures to be prejented to their, Honours 
for that effett, 


-. 
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Renovation of the Commiſſion f or the pub- | 
like affairs of the Kirk. | 


He Generall Aſſembly taking to their conſideration that. 

in reſpe& the great work-of Uniformity tn Religion 1n 

all his Majeſties Dominivns is not yer perfited., ( though 
by the Lords blefling there 1s a good progrefle made in the. 
{ame ) rhere is a neceſſity of renewing the Commiſſions 
granted formerly for proſecuting and perfiting that great: 
work, 5 doe therefore renew the power and Commiſſion; 
granted forthe þublike afairs of the Kitk by the Generall” 
Aſſemblies held in S. Andrews in the year 1642. and in Edin«; 
hurgh 1643+ 1644. arid 1945, unto the perſons following, ,; 
viz. Maſters Alexander Henderſon , Robert Douglas , William” 
Colvil, William Bennet, George Gilleſpie , John Oſwald + - 
John Ademſon , Witiam Dalgleih , David Calderwood , 14-7 
nee Fleerbing ', Robert. Ker , Jobn Dahyell, James Wigs : 
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fobn Knox » Adon Penman , Kobert Lightoun , Alexander Dic« 
o” Patrich Fleeming , Jobn Hay , kachard Dickeſon., Tho= 
mas Vaſie. Da. id Drummond, Alexander Somervill, Robert Eliot, 
| Kobert Blair , Fames Bruce , Robert Traile , Shmuel Ruthcrſurd, 
Alexander Colvill , Waker Greg . Alexander Balfour : George 
Thomfon ,, John Mencraiff , Jobn Smuth , Parrick Gilleſpie , 
| Jobn Duncan . Fames Subbald , Alexander Caſſe , Tohn Hu- 
y me!, Alexander Kinneir » Walter Swintoun , kobert Knox , 


William Peni.an , James Guthrie , Thomas Donaldſon William 
BS faneſor, Thomas 9 ilkie , John Knox , Robert Murray , John 
&j; reebairny Kobere Wright, David Auchterlonie, Willam Mair , 
Samuel .uſtem, John Leirmont , Andrew Lauder , James Iromg , 
Alexander Turnbull , James Bonar , William Adair , tobn Neve, 
Parikh Coll , NMiatthew Birsbane , Fobn Hamiltoun , Allan 
Ferguſon , Robert Ramſay « Geo, Young » David Dickſon , Roe 
bert © attie tames Naſmath , Fohn Limdſay , Fobhn Weir , Evan 
Cameron , ]ames Affleck |obn Robiſon , Andrew Eliot , Silveſter 
Lambie Laurence Skinner , William Rate , David Camphel, 
Anarew Cant , William Douglas, David Lmaſay, Gilbert Ander- 
ſm, Alexander Garrioch , William Jaffray, Thomas Law, Wil. 
uam Campbell , Walte Stewart |Wiuuitters 3 And Archiald 
Marqucite ot Argie , fohn tearle of Crawfurd - Lindlay, 
Wiliem Earle Maithall, VVilliam Earle of Glencairn , Joby 
rie ofCasfils , | Charles ifacle of Dumtermling , Famer 
Eitle of Tullibardine » Francis Earle of Bacleugh , John » 
Earle of Lauderdale, VViliam Earle of Lothian , VVilliem 
Earle of Lanerk, Arch bald Lord Angus, ; John Lord Bal: 
merino ,Robert Lord Burleigh , Jokn Maſter of Yeſteir , 
dir Patrick Hepburn of Waughtoun , Sir fohn Hope of Craigs ' 
ball, Sir &arc-zbald Fobnflon of Wariſton , dir DavidFqume 
of Wedderburn ( Sir Robert Fnnes of thar iik, Sir V//iliam- 
Bal of Limington , Sir John Mymcreifſe of that ilk , James 
g Macdougal of Garthland , Patrick Cockburn of Clarkingrton , 
Sit Hugh Campbelof Ceſnock, Sir William Cunmmghan q&Cun- 
Mnghambhcad, John Hume of Blackader,vir James DundarofAr= 
Miton, Alex Forbes Cutor of Pitfligo , Mt Geo, Winrbamof 
Libberton ,” David VVeemes of Fingask , Mr {Franci: Hay of 
J Baltouſie , Alex, Brodie of that ilk., Mr Alex. Colwill of 
© Blair,Geo. Dundas of Dudilton ,VVilliam Moor of Glanderfton, 


Sir 
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Sir [mes Nigolſon of Colbrandſpaith, John Edearof Weddes3 
he , _—_— of Lenthill , Slag ur. a : ; 
Henderſon, and ]ames Stuart Bailes of Edinburgh, 
Provelt of Glaſgow , VVil. Hume there, Ro. 
Proveſt of Perth , JobnSempleProveſt of Dumbarton, Joby 
Kennedie Proveſt of Air , Mr Dawid VV/eemes, Geo. Gardine 
John ]obnſtoun, Tho. Paterſon , Tho, V/ hite , John Sleigh E1-. 
ders. Glying unco them full power and Commiſſion Tat 
doall andevery thing for ra 16"; advancing , PerfeRtal 
ing , and bringing the ſaid work of Uniformity in Reli ion 
in all His Majeſties Dominionstea happy concluſion, con- 
form tothe former Commiſſions granted by preceding Af. 
ſemblies thereanent. And ro that effect appoints them , or 
any ſeventeen of them, whereof thirteen ſhall be Mini« 
ſters» To meerat Edinburgh the 19 of this Monerh ,-and 
thereafter upon the ſecond Wedneſdais of Auguſt, Novem« 
ber, Februar and _ next to come, and upon any other 
day and in any other place they ſhall'think meer. And{fur. 
ther,renews to the perſons before named , the power cons 
tained inthe Att of the aid Afſzmbly 1643. Irtituled, A ye« # 
ference to the Commiſſon anent the\perſons deſigned to repair tothy 
Kungdom of ©. ngland;Asalſo the power conrained 1n two ſe-, 
veraiActs of the ſaid Aſſembly x 544-Sefl.6 mad- apainf ſec 
. diſaffefers ofthe Covenant ,and for ſending '!iniſters ts the a 
with full power co them ro trear and determune 1n the matter 
aforeſaid,and in all others matters referred untorhem by this 
Afembly, as fully and freely as if the ſame were here parti 
cularly expreſſed, andwith as ample power asanyCommiſſion 
of former General Aſſemblies hath had, or been in uſe of be=" 
fore ; They being alwayes for their whole proceedings 
*comptable to, and cenſurable by the next GenerallA 
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Renovation of the Commiſſion for proſecuting, 
the Treaty for Uniformity inEngland . 7 


He Generall Agembly., Taking to their conſidera 100} 
thatthe Treatic of Uniformity un Religion Ms all His 
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power &Commiſhon granted by proveding Aﬀems 

blies for proſecuring that Trearie , unto theſe perſons after 
named, viz. Mr. Alexander kitxdexſon',. Nr. Robert" ; 
Mr-$ / R urd , Mr, 1 obert Bailie , Mr. Geo. Gilleſos 

iniſtets; And Job. Farle of Lauderdale , Jobn Lord Bal- 
"merino , and Sir Archibald obnſton of Waritton Elders $ 
Authorizing them with full power to proſecute the ſaid Tre. 
arie of LJniformity with the Hanourable Houſes of the Pape 
liament of England, and the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines 
there , or any Committees appointed by them : And todas 
# andevery thing which may adyance, perfe& and bring> 
that Trearieqg hreatcfien, ce ig tbe former 
Commiſſions given whgrgancgr, 
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THE ASSEMBLIES ANSWER 
T0 
The KINGS MAIESTIE. 


Way it pleaſe. your Majeſtis » 
Aving received your Majeſties Letter with thankPÞ1ls 
TI Jncfſe , we thought it our dutic ro ſend ſome of 'oug 
DF number to waitupoa your Majeſtic and preſent our bumble 
5'Y defires moreparciculathythenatthis time could beexprefſes] 
I by writs And weare confident your Majeſtie will imerprete 
Wy ur freedom and plain-dealing by them, to befa reall refti= 
= nonie of our unfainedaffetion, who have conſtantly 18 
SY boured to approve our ſelves in all-fideliry to our Lord and 
J Vafter Jeſus Chriſt , and inall loyaltie- toyour Majeſtie 5 
Þ And are reſolved to walk till after the ſame{rule in our ſeve- 
2 1all ſtations and vocations, conrinuingour Prayersfog you, 
IF that God may multiply-all ſorts of Mercies upon your Roy=: 
Fl Perſon and Poſterity » and more and more inclme-your- 
F heart tothe ſpecdie following ofthe Counfels off Fruetty 4 
nd Peace and grant unto your Majeſtic along and trappy- Fo 


Reign, 
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Be m3. 
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» that w2 may live under you; a peaceable ind q Or” ; 
Þþf, in all godlineſie and honeſty, ax” 


Edinburgh , 28. Juni 16.46. | 


; * embly of the K ir 0 D 
: Fa by the Medora? 


ts, 


ht — I _ 


? | l 
The Aſemblies Letter to the Right Honee 
4 rable the Lords and Commons 1m the 
Perliament of England af. © 
ſembled at Weſtminſter. 


© Roght Honourable , 


- , Wu | FE. 
"3 report of thegreat things HCA Lord hath dong 
for your Honours, hath gone fafth into many.Lands, 
andic be cometh us lealt of any either to ſmother orextes 
nuate the ſame; We deſire ra be enlarged in the admin 
tion of the Power & Mercie of God the Authors8 to dimis' 
viſh nothing of thar praiſe that is due unto you as. In 
ments. When the Lord ſer your Honours upon the Bench: 
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ſelfin rhe breach, and furniſhed you with much Patience » 
Wiſdom , Courage , and Conſtancy, 'inthe midſt of many* 
difficulrics and diltrefſes ; and at laſt with ſo glorious and 
triumphing a ſucceſſe, thar the Enemv nath fillen every 
where before you , and there is none left ro aypear agninſt * 
© {| you. Theſe things as they bethe matter of our 7efr: ſhm«<nt' 
and of your glory , {o doe they lay a ſtrong obligation upon 
- | your Honours ro walke humbly wich your God, ant tro: | » 
{| :mprove the power he hath put into vour hands for the ade * 
+ | vancement of the Kingdom of his Son , aad bringing; * 
je | forth of the head - Ston® of his Houſe. Theſlowproyrefle” 
, ofthe work of God hath alwayes been the marrer of our* 
| forro+, whichis now increaſed by the multiplicarion ofthe + 
ſpirits of errour and delution , har drowne many ſouls int . _ 
perdition, ard ſoftrengrizen them'el+es3 that rhey ſhill af= 
 terward be laboured avainſt, with more »ains then ſuccefle , 
ifa'pzedy and effeCtna!ll remedic be nor provided. And 
therefore as th» ſervants of the living God , who not onely 
- ſend up. our {upplicrrions daily for you , but have hazardez 
our ſelves1n your defence , Wedo carneltly beicech your 
Hovors-inthe bowels of Jeſus Chriſt , to viveunro "itn 
the glory tha: is due unto h1s Name , by-a rimous eltabli- 
ſhing all his O:dinances 1n the tul! tntegritie and power 7 
thereof, according to the leigue at:d Covenatr Aglong _ 
as the Aflembly.of Divines vas in debaie,& an.enemy10-the ' 
helds,we conceived that theſe migh: be probable grounds 
of delay, which being now remoyed out of the wav, WE 
.do promiſe to our (elves from your Wiſdom , Fajchfal- 
' nesſe., and Zeale, rhe per fiting of thar which was the main 
, ground of our engagemenr;, and acnicf matter of cooſola- 
ton unto us1n all our ſad and heavy (ufferinzs, from rhe 
. hand of a moſt cruell Enemy. We know thar there is'a 
. generation of men whoretard rhe work'of Uniformiry, and 
| fom«nc jealouſfics berwixt the Nations , ſtudying if irwere 
pray , to break our bands aſunder.z. Bur wetruft, thax 
MF - he char fits in the Heavens, will Laugh , -and that the Lord 
ad. fball haye , them in deriſion , that he ſhall ſpeak ro themvin 
n-& - bis wrath and vex themin his ſore diſpleaſure, and notwirh= . 
- ſtanding of ll that they can do, Ea King upon fis ne 
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hill of Sion ; and make theſe Nations happy inthe ſwell. 


Fruits of Unity in Truth and Peace, - The fearcher of hearts' 
knows that? we defire ro hold faſt the band of our Covenant, 
as facred andinviolablez being p:rſ{waded that the breach of 
ſo ſolemne a tye could rot bur haſten down upon our heads a 
' Curſe and vengeance from the righteous Judge of the world, 
and involye theſe Kingdoms in ſader calamnties then they 
have yet ſeen; And we abhor to entertain any other thought” 
of you: Nay we are confident that your Honours will ſexi« 
vuſly indeavour the proſecution of all theſe ends dehigredin 
the Covenant. and the bringing theſe Nations unto the, 
neereſt conjunction both in judgementand affettion , eſpe« 
cially in theſe things rhat concern Religion , which with 
gut all controverſiezis the readi-ſt and ſureſt way of attaining 
and ſecuring the Peace and Proſperity of both Kingdoms, 


Edinburgh 18 Junii 16.4.6. 
| Subſcribed in name of the Generall 
Asſembly by the Moderator, ©+ 
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Thee Aſembiies Letter to the Right Hono« 


rablethe Lord Major Aldermen, &:d Common- 
Councel of tht City of London. 


Yo late. and ſeaſonable teſtimony giver to the Truth 
of the Goſpel , and your affefion tothe Peace of the. 
Kingdoms , manifeſted in your humble Remonſtrance'and 
Petition cothe Honorable Houſes of Parliament , hath ſo 
xevived the remembrance of your former Faith and Zeal, 
and proclaimed you the worthy ſeed of fo noble anceſtorgij 
that famous City , As we cannot bur acknowledge with{ 
thankfulnesſe the grace of God beſtowed on you, and ftine 
_ uptotake notice, how fince you were precions in the 

ords fight , you kave be2n ever Honurable ,* The Loft 
bath loved you, given men for you , and peoplefor your 
| life : Whatan honour was it in the dayes of old, when the 
1 fire of the Lord was in Kory and his furnacein your ſeraſs« 
F found ten (evenin Queen Maier dayes) that there were addin 
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\ (while the 
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- yoymen that loved nottheir lives unto thedeath > What 


a glory in after time » when Satanhad his Throne and 
Antichriſt his Seat in the midſt of you , that there were 
ſtill found not a few that kept their Gazments clean? . 
But the greateſt praiſe of the good hand of God upon 
ou bath been in this , FThat-amidſt the many Miſts of 
rrour and Herefie which have rifen franr the bottomleſſe 
pit , to bazoe the face and darken the glory of the Churchg' 
ride isa making ready for the Lamb') you have 
held the Trueth, and moſt piouſly endeavoured the ſerling 
of Chriſt upon. his Throne. Weneed not remember how 
zealous youhave been in the Cauſe:of God 4 nor how your 
have laid out your ſelvesand eſtates in the maintenance there® 
of, nor how many acknowledgements of the (ame you 
have had from the Honourable Houſes, nox haw precious 
a remembrance will be had of you in after ages for your ſel- 
ling ofall ro buy the Pearlof price : We only atthis rimeſdo 
admire, andin the inward of our hearts da bleſſe the Lord 
for your right and deep apprehenfions of the great and-ime 
tant matters of Chriſt in his Royall, Crown , and of the 
ingdoms in their Union » while the Lord maketh offers to 
bring our Sbip ( ſo much afflited and toſſed with tempeſt } 
to the ſafe Hatbour of Tructh and Peace, Right memg- 


Table is your Zeal againſt Sets and Seftaries ; your care of 


Reformation , according te the word of God, avd the ex- 
ample of the beſt Reformed Churches; your carneſt endea= 
vous and noble adventures, for preſerving ofthe rights and 

iviedgesof Parliament, and Liberties of the Kingdomess 

ogether with his Majeſties juſt power and pals 6 and 
your high profeſſion , thatit 1s not in the power of any hn- 
mane authority to diſcharge or abſolve you 'from adhearing 
unto that our ( ſo ſokemnly ſworn ) Leagueand Covenants 
or tocenforce upon youany fenſe contrary to thElerter of the 


{ſame , Beſides your other good ſervices done unto the Lord 


and tous , in theſtrengthening of the hands of the reverend 


 Afﬀembly of Divines , and of our Commiſſioners in their 
aſſerting of rhe governmene of Chriſt , ( which the more it 


be tried will beever found theſmoreprecigus Truth, and 
vingcating of the ſatne from thg — I gs. of man, and 
| 2 cop?7 
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2324" The Generall "-. 
Contewpt of the wicked. Theſe allas'they areſo many te-' 
ſtimonies of: your Pietiez Loyaltic , -and undaunred reſolu- 
tion to ſtand for Chriſt ; So are they and ſhall ever be ſo rma-.. 
ny obligations upon us your Brethren, to eſteem highly '6F 
you inthe Lord ,. to bear you on our breſts before him might 
and day, 'and to contribute our beſt endeavours , and to 1m- 
proveall oppartunities for your encouragement, And now 
we beſeech ou inthe Lord, Henorable and welbeloved t 
goes in this your ſtrength > and in the power of his mgt 
wh& hath honoured you to be faithful ', ſtand faſt io tharlts. 
berty wherewith Chrift hath made you free 35 Ard in the 
purſuance of this truth , we are confident, as you have ,. ſo; 
you will never ceaſe to ſtudy the Peace and neerer coojuntit., 
on of the Kingdoms » knowing thata threefo'd-cord 1s not” 
eaſily broken. Now the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf , and 
Godevenour Farher , which hath loved and honoured you,: 
and given youeverlaſting confelation , & good help through: 
grace , :comfoxt your hearts; and ſtabliſh you-1n every good? 
word and work. = 
Edinburgh 18 Tun re bran 
1646. Subſcribed in name of the. 
General Affembly by'- 


the Moderaror. _, * 
. [4 
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The Aſſemblies Letter to the right Reverend. 
the Aſſembly of Divines inthe Kirk of England |; 
aſſembled at Weſtmunſter. +" 


Much Honoured and right Reverend. , 


Mongſt other fruits of rhis eur precious liberty » after. 
ſuch d:ſfipation by Sword and Pcftilence, ro meet again, * 
weaccount it not the leaſt , to have the opportunity. of mak=7 
inga publike Declaration of our earneſt, afteCtion to all onr.- 
brethien of that]Narion , and e(pecially your ſelves of the * 
Reverend Afenbly at VVeſtminſter. When we were latcly il 
n a yery low corgiiop , we tay ſay that our own ſufferings IN 


as A. Aa vm tn fs \ >, OS SIR 


oY % * "y 
 _ Wſſembly;, 1645- 
and fears, although imbictered with the ſenſe of the Lords 
diſpleaſure againſt our luke warmneſſe and nnfatthfulnefſes 


etthey did not ſorake up: our heart, 'but that room'was 
feb to congratulare with the Lords people there in/all their 


ſuccefles , and' ro condole with them in all rheir dangers; . 


Andif atany time any here ſeemed -.to be more jealous then 

odly jezJoufte would allow, we know nor how it can be 
1mputcd toany thing elſe, buttothe vehemencie of ardent 
affection , and imoatient defire to have our brethren there 
and usjoyned necrer to Chriſt , and neererto one anotherin 
all is Ordinances ; and eſpecially is Presbyterial Govern= 
ment, {o well warranted by the Word, and approven by 
experience of our own and other reformed Churches; 
Wherein your long and unwearied endeavours have been 


bleed with a large increaſe', which yer hath proved ſtitf 


a ſeed unto a further and more glorious expected-harveft. 
There could not be wiſhed by mortal men a fairer opportu= 
nity then 1s caſt in your 1aps , being invited and charged by 
ſo high an authority , ro giveſo free and publike a teſtimony 
tothoſ2 truths, which formerly many of the Lords prect= 
ous ones by tongue and pen, by tears and blood have more 
Rony aſſerred 3 ' The tmalleſt of Chriſts rruths ( if ic be 

wful to call any of them ſmall) 1s of greater moment , 
then ail the other buſinesſes thar ever have been debated 
fince the beginning of the world to this day ; But the highs 
#lt of honours and heavieſt of burdens is put upon you» rs 
declare our of the ſacred records of Divine Truch , what 1s 
the prerogative of the Crown andextent of the Scepter of 
Teſus Chriſt, what bounds are r9. be ſet berween Himrule 
ing in his Houſe , and powerseſtabliſhed by God on Earth, 


- how and by whom his Houſe is to be governed”, and by 
. what wayes a reſtraint is ro be pur on thele who,would pas joey”; 


TI 


:verthis Truch, and ſubvert rhe faith of is No doubt 
mountains of oppoſirions ariſe , and (of difficulties 4 
open up themſelves in this your way ; Bur you have found 7 


4t is God that gi:deth you wich ſtrengrh and: maketh your _ 


way perfe& and plain before you, who hath delivered, ag4 


doth. deliver , and will yer deljzyer, Weneed not put you 
, 4a minde that as there lyethat this 


time a ſiritiye on all , £v 
R 3 Ly 
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$i a ſpecial manner both youand we are ingaged to interpoſe” 
our Lion berween God and theſe Kingdomes ; between 
the two Nations, between the King and the Pepple , for. 
averting of deſerved wrath, for continuing and increaſing ' 
of a well grounded Union, for procuring as far as in us 
'Jyeth g right ſerrling of we—y and Church - Goyertis 
mentz That when we ſhall ſleep with our fathers the Po- 
nome here and abroad may be reaping thefruits of our la 
urs , 
. Weare fully aſſured of your conſtant and ſedulous pro« 
moving of this bleſſed Work , and of the Lords aflifting and 
Carrying you on therein : Andare confident that your late. 
experience and preſcnt ſenſe of the great danger and fearfull 
confuſion flowing from the riſe and grouth of Seats and 
Seaanies nor ſuppreſſed, hath ſtirred up in your hearts moſt 
fervent deſires, and careful endeavours for remedying the. 
ſame , wherein weE@xhort you ro continue and abound; 
knowing that your labours ſhall not bein vain in the Lord, 
to whofe rich grace we commend you , and the workin 
your hands. 4 | 


Edinburgh 18 Juny 1646, 


Subſcribed in name of the 
General Afﬀembly by 
the Moderator. | 
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Recommendation to Presbyteries and 
Provincial Aſſemblies. 


7 . . 
þ T= Afembly recommends ig Presbyterie 


and Provincial Afſemblies , to conſider the intets 

S. clis of particular congregations , in the-calling, 

and admiſſion of Miniſters , with all theſe queſtions that u 
ally fall out upon that occaſion; And to report their opiniot 
ro the next Aſſembly , with ſome fir Oyertures for preve 
ing all conteſts in that marter, | 

2 The Afembly recommends to Presbyteries and Pre 
yincial Aﬀemblies ro conſider all the matters referred: y 
pre "- 
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Canby, 1645: Try.  - 
ding Afemblies to the conſideration of Presbyteries , ' : 
And to report their opinions therein to the next Aﬀembly, 


k 
g—_— —— 


Ad for a publike Faſt before the next 
' fſſembly, * 


g r= Afembly having conſidered an Att of the Aﬀem- 
bly 1644. Sefi. Vit. enjoyning a publike Faſt ro be Rogpe 
edin all the Kirks of the City where the General Aſſembly 
holds upon the firlt day of the meeting of the Aﬀlembly 3 
And finding ſome inconveniencies therein , Thereforeat 
this rime until the matter be further conſidered , Appoints 
a publike Faſt and Humiliation for the Lords blefling to the 
meeting of the next Aſſembly , to be univerſally obſerved, 
in all the congregations of this Kirk upon the Sabbath nexe 
except one preceeding the ſaid next Aﬀembly ; The exer« 
ciſes for the membres af the Aſſembly at their firſt meering , ; 
being-Kill obſerved according to the ancient and laudable \/* 
praiſe of this Kirk , This appointment notwirhſtanding. 


A — — 


He Aſſembly appoints the meeting of the next General 
Aſſembly to be at Edinburgh upon the firft Wedneſday 
of Auguſt 1647. PTSS "IPOs 
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Auguſt. 16. 1647 Poſtmeridiem. 
Sefl. Il. 


CAT allowing the half of the Miniſters in ll 


Presbyteric of Zerland only, with their Ruling b, 
Elders , to keep the Provincial Aſſembly. % 


= He General Aſſembly , Underſtanding thatthe; 
a whole Members of the Presbyre1 ie of Zetland, 
:Govned to the Provincial of Carthnes and Sm. 
+ therland upon w-ighry conſidera' 1ons by the pre-/ 
= cceding Aflembly , cannor!by preſent at the? 
meetings ©: rhat Provincial, withour great prejudice to th e, 
particular Congregations within that Presbyrenie , 
many other inconveniences ; That !fle being of great Ro 
; ſtance from Land , and the p#sſage: from and ro the ſame? 
being uncertainz and dangerous : Doe therefore Declare and? 
Ordaine, That the whole Miniſters and Elders of the Pres-: 
byterie of Zct/and, ſhall not be tyed hereafter to come 10% 
the meeting» of their ſaid Provincial ;- Bur that the half 0 $ 
the gumber of the Miniſters with theix Ruling "lt 
1] 
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- 11 be onely oblieged ro keep the meeungs of the ſaid Pro 
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20. Auguf? 1647. Antemeridiem, 
veſf, X V. 


eA Declaration , and Brotherly Exhore 
| tation of the. General Aſſembly of the | 
Church of Scotland, to their 
"y Brethren of England. - 


T* He conſcience of our dutieto God obligingus to givea | 
"'F 1 teftimony ro his Truth , and to the Kindom of lis v4 
"'Y Sonne Jeſus Chriſt , now ſo much reſiſted and oppoſed by * | 
-Y mary, and (o little owned by others : The laudable cus 
ſtome and example of correſpondency between Neighbour- 
ing Churches , exhorting , enconngung and ( in caſe of 
publike ſcandal ) admoniſhing in love one another /," as 
"well as ſingle Brethren ought ro admoniſh one anorher 1n 
love, inthe caſe of private offence : Our neirer relation and 
"more ſpecial affection to our Brethren of England , making = 
ns to ſyrparhize with them in their danger and alttiction'as - 42 
our own , both Kingdomes being unirtedas one entire Body 
in one Coyenant, for purſuing the-common cauſe. and ends 
therein exprefled : Yea, common reaſon and experience tt 
ſelf teaching us that we have no cauſe to conceive our Reli- 
gion, the liberties ofthis Church, or our ſelves to be ina 
condi-ion of (afery, when ever the enemies of our Rehigtoh 
and Liberties are growing to a prevalency im the Neighbour 
Kingdom. Any one of theſe conſiderations , 'much more 
all of them together , cry aloud upou us ts break our filenee , 
in this preſent Jancture of Aﬀaires; yet we hope to exprele ' 624 
our ſelves both concerning rhe 'preſent any p* and pr X 
Duries, as in a conſcionable and Brotherly fredome', ſo: 
afairand in offenſive way ; for we have no pleaſure nor par- 


— 
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356 . ©, TheGmerally 
_ -poſe toptovolet any Perſon or Party whatſoever; nor ts ens. 
none but roendeavour cheallaying and compoſing of £ 
ent unhappy differences. If any ſhall offend at our 4;; 
Frgingour con{cience & doing our duty , yet we ſhall ra * 
ther cho 
by 


; 


e totake onr hazard of that, then of diſpleaſing 
negle of dury, Burt we hope berter things, thentobs | 
miſ-underſtood , or mil»1nterpreted by ſuch as deſite a caqp 
gide interpretation of their own ations or expreſſions, - * 
Firſt of all, wharioever the preſent diſcouragementy} 
difficulties or dangers are » or whatſoever for the future the 
may be , we cannot but commemorate to the glory of God, 
and we donbt notit ſhall be remembrced to his glory in the. 
Church throughout all ages , How great a ſalvation hig 
Mighty Hand and Outftrerched Arme hath wrought fg 
. theſe three Kingdomesz How heſtirred up the Spirits of 
People inthis Kingdome ten yearesa goe ; to begin to ſhaky 
of the Yoke of Prelatical ryrannie , and of Popiſh'Serenige 
ies obrtruded upon us, contrary to the Lawes of Godaut 
Men 3 How heled us on from ſo ſmall beginnings , & frbm 
one degree to another , till we were United iu a Nation 
Covenant ; How he gaveus a Banner to be diſplayed for th 
Truth » and ſo bleſled us in the proſecution of that Covte 
nant , that the Kings Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed upgi 
the humble Pericions of his Loyal SubjeQts in this Nation, 
to india General Aſſembly and Parliament for healing the 


ator, ou Church and State reſpeAtively , As1likewile 


t his Royal conſent for Confirming and Ratifying by 
Asof Parliament our National Coyehant, & the Gove © 
ment and Liberties of this Church. After which the new! 
Troubles raiſed againſt us by the malice and treachery of c 4 
enemies , did occaſion the firſt expedition of this Nation its 
to England, (upon which followed the calling of the Parliss 
ment there, and the large Treaty) andin the iſſue, there 
wmrn of that Army was with an Olive branch of Peace; 
and nor without the beginnings of a Reformation in Eng 
In which work while the Parl12ment was interrupted and ops 
ſed, anda'bloody War begun with great ſucce ſſe on this 
e which oppoſed the Parliament and the begun Reforme 
vien, from whenge alſo did accrew great adyangage to W8Y 
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+ | Popiſh Party ( whereof the Ceſſation of Arms Coneluded in 
; lend thay be tn fiead of tha ccſtirmentes;) Conmflioners 
were (ent hither trom both Houſes ; earneſtly es og 
24 'perſwading toa nearer Union of the Kingdomes, and defir- 
74 ing Affiſtance from this Nation” to their Brethren in that 
their great diſtreſſe ; And this by the good Hand of God 
' produced. the folemne League and Covenant of the three 
ingdomes, to the terrour of the Popiſh and Prelatical party 
our common Enemies, and to the great comfort of ſuch as 
were wiſhing and waiting for the Reformation of Religion, 
and the recovery of jult Liberties. And although for 
thej conjuntion of the Kingdomes in Covenant , and 
Armes (beinga ſpeciall meang tending to the extirpation 
of Popery, and ſtrengrhening che true Reformed Religion; 
thisKingdome hath been invaded and infeſted by the bloedy 
Tr Rebels aided and ſtrengrhened by , ſome degenerate 
and perfidious Countrey-men of our owne : Although alſo 
in England there were nor wanting incendiaries , who hati 
and envying nothirg mote then the Union of the Kingdo-, 
mesinſucha Covenant , were very vigilant to catch, and 
ative to improveſall occaſions of _ diviſive motions , 
and creating Nationall Differences; Yet God hath been 
graciouſly pleaſed ro break our Enemies ſtrength- at Home 
whe it was greateſt, and eo guide us through theſc Jealous 
ſes and\Differences fomented by diſaffefted Perſons bt- 
tween the Kingdomes ; So that in ſtead of a ſplitting upon 
theſe Rocks ( the thing hoped for by 'our Enemies) there 
was a peaceable and Fiendly parting : Since which time 
God hath further bleſſed our Army at Home , to the 
expelling ofthe Enemie out of our own Borders. Nor 
can we paſle in ſilence the happy progreſle which hath been 
Made in the Reformation of the Church of England ; He 
"that hath brought the Children to. the birth , can allo give 
ſtrengthro come forth ; And hee whoſe hand did caſt ghr 
Prelacie and the Book of Comitnon Prayer ( althongh. 
ſtrongly rooted in ſtanding Lawess ) and who. enclined” 
the Parliament of England to owne no other Chnrch Go | 
vertment but the Presbyterial ; (Though ic bee nor yer 
; fully ſertiedaccordingte the. Wore of God , and go” 
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ample of the-beft Re 
Eline when hee thinks good both-rhe King and rhem , 


the body of that Kingdome to a thorow and partes Refor-: 
arliamenrs of 


mation. Hetbar made the Asſemblies and of 
borh Kingdomes to agree upon one direQory for the, Pub: 
'Jike Worſhip of God, . can alſo when he wHl make an. as 


eemenrt in. the other Parts of Uniformitie , Confeſſion: 


of Faith , form of Church Government, and Catechilme;z 


Jnall whichrthere bath becnealſoa good progreſſe made ig 


the Reverend and Learned Afemblic of Divines through 
the good hand of God (o long upon them. | 
Having now ſeen much 
aing and progresſe of this his great Work, And his Hand he 
ving done ſo wondrous things for his People in their greateſt 
extermirties of danger, adhere diſcovered and defeats. 
the plots of Enemies , making them fall eveniby their own” 
Counfels ; Theſe things wee reſolye to keep ſtill fixed ig 
our hearts, and as memorials before our eyes, that remems 
bring the Works of the Lord + and the Years of the Right" 
Hand ofthe moſt High, wee may neither want matter of 
Praiſes and tbanksgivings , nor experience-to breed hopgs 
Although the building of the Houſe of rhe Lord in Englayff 
be not yer, after ſo. long expeAzrion » finiſhed , and now! 
alſo the work ceaſeth ,, Yet w2e doe from our hearts bleſſe' 
the Lord for the laying of the Foundation , and for ſo muck 
progresſeas hath been made in the Work ; Having ſtill cons 
fidence inthe Almighty , to whom nothing is impoſlible ap 
to0 hard, thateyery Mountaine which doeth or ſhall ſtan® 
inthe way ſhall become a plaine » and that the Head-ſtone 
ſhall bee brought forth with ſhoutings of Joy , Grace, Graff 
emto it. | ;B 
Neverthelesſe, we are alſo very ſenſible of the great and 
Mmminent dangers into, which this Common Cauſe of Rely 
gion is nowbrought by the growing .and reading of mol 
angerous errours in.Expland,to the obſtrutting & hindering 
of the begun Reformation,asnamely ( beſide many others} 
Socinianiſme, Arminianiſme, Anabaptiſme, Antinomianilme 
Browniime , Eraſtianiſme, ; Independency , and that whicl 
1s called{byabule ofghe word) Liberty of Conſcience, Þ ng 
4 JNGyey 


of God both in the ; begins 
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formed Churches} can as eaſily ea 
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Lzodeed Liberty of Errour,, Scandall x Schiſme » Fexcfie- 
rt» {&iſbonouring God ,/ oppoſipg tht Truth, hindering K c:4 
4 mation 3 and ſeducing, others; 'Whereupts.we adde rhoſt 
>< | Nullfidians, or men of no Religion, cemmon)y called 
« | Seekers ; Yea, wee catinor, bur leok upon rhe Dargers of 
the true Reformed Religion in this Wand, as greater now 
then before; Net onely for'that thoſe Very principles & funs 
damenrals of F aich which under Prelacy,'yea,” under Popery' 
it ſelf,” were' generally received as uncontroverted., a1e 
now by the Sgeprici/me© of manySectaries of thisrime either 
oppugned ; ! or called in'queſtron'; Bur alſo, becauſc..im 
flead of carrying on'the Reformation towards perfettion » 
thar which hath -bcene*aReady built is inpart caſt down, 
and 1n'd:ngerro be wholly -overrhrowne through the ende-; 
avours'of SeCtaries ro comply with many of the PrelaricalF 
and Malignant's andeven the Popifh party ; and their joyn= 
iog hand/ 1g hand, andcafting in their lors, and interweas. 
ving/their interetts together in" way of Combination, a= 
ganſt rhe Covenarit” ind Presbyteriall Government ;\ Yea, 
the unclean "ſpirit which*wascaft obt, is about to enter a- | 
of © 2ainewith ſeven other fpirits worſe theh himſelfe, and fo 
o © t<latter endlike to be woile mp beginning... _ -:h 
LY © Weare extremely ſorry that we have cauſe to aggravate * 
© theſe evils from the crying ſin of breach of Covenant, Whe=. 
ay of if-we ſhould hold our peace , yet according ro the 
i Yord of the Lord; other Nations 'will ſay, and many” 
if anong them do- ſay , Wherefore hath the Lord donerhus 
+} unto this People ? and what meanerh the hear of thi great” 
a 20ger? 4 ndrtbey anſwer 'one anather ; Becanſe they bave for-! 
'Y faken the Covenant of the Lord thetr God. ' We would *nor be* 
oY underſtood asf we meanceitherto Juſtific this Nation, © or 
16 © charge ſuch afin upon all in that Nation» Weknow'the' 
{© Coventnrbarhi been 1n divers patticulars broken by many ir+ 
ge Poth -Kigdomes , the Lord pardon it, and'accepra Sacrie 
S/ fe; And wet doe not deubt but there'are many ſevetr 
nefj fhouſands in England who haye not onely kept themſelves 
<<} vnfported , and retained their inregrity in thatbuſinefſes 
ne Putdoealſo mourne and groane beforothe Lord for that fin: 
48 of others, Yer ye ſaguld but deny our qwn once and —_ 
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Truth, if we ſhould not reſent ſo greata finhe aa 
nger , as'is the breach of aſolemne Covenant , {wor}; 
wirk hands lifted up tothe moſl High God : Which break; 
however varnithed over with ſome colourable and handſomg 
prer<&ts, one whereof is theLiberry & Common Kight« 
the free People of England, as once Saul brake 2 Covenant 
with the Gibeonites, In bis Zeal tothe Children of Ifrael and Iyis 
dd; Yet God could not then, and cannot now be mockedy 
' Yea, itisrg0 apparent and undeniable, that among thoſs' 
whodid take the Covenant of the three Kingdemes , 
there are many who have given themſclves to a dereſtablg. 
indifferency or neutralitie , ſo'there is a Generatiog/ 
which hath made defection to the eontrary Part 3 Perſecuty 
50g as far as they could chat tre Reformed Religion, i 
Dodrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government» whith 
by the Covenant they ought topreſerve againſt the commay: 
Enemies ; hindering and reſiſting the Reformation and 
Uniformity , which by the Covenant ought to bre ended 
' voured3 preſervingand tolerating thoſe curſed things vi uic y 
b © ofh by che Coycnant oughtto be extirpate 2Hereſic and Schils 
> £aT me » encroaching upnn ,. yea ofterinz violence untoth 
, Rights, Priviledges, and Authoruy of Magiftracie »: Prq 
redfin and afliſting ſuch as by the Covenant ought tohaj 
"heen brought to condinge triall and puniſhment , andpens 
ſecuting thofe who by the Coyenant ought to be afliſtes 
defended; Endeavouring alfo a breach in ſtead 'of a fir 
Peace and Union between the Kingdomes: So that there: 
notany one Article of the Solemne League and Covena 
which hath not been ſinfully and dangerovſly violated be 
fore Cod, Angels, and Men. _ Now if a Covenantth 
the Preſervation: and Reformation of Religion, the Mai 
2eqgues and Defence of Liberties was ny thought 
excellent mean , not only to ſtrtngthen' and foreafie- th 
domes appinſt the common Keane of the rruc Retas? 
med Religion, publike Peace and Proſperity 3 But alk 
to gcquire the favour of Almiphtie G O D towards the tht 
King dawes >" of land , Scotland , 'and Ireland , as is 
presfed in. the Ordinance of the Lords and Comme 
for ths taking of the Covegant , dated Farpaya s 
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; Aſently, 1646: \ 339 
Atecely th#n the Authors and chief Inſtruments of the breack 
Wy FX thar Covenant , are to be looked upon as rhoſe. wha 


, frengrben the hands of the common Enemie , and provoke 


any the wrath of Almighty God againfttheſe Kingdomes. Yea, 
MY ifthis Covenanr was tbe Soveraigne ond onely meaner of the reeowes 
yof theſe embroiled bleeding Kingdoms, as apples 


bl che exhortation of the Aſſembly of Divines to the taki 


[| theCovenant, approved and ordered to be Prinxed by the 


&F Houſe of Commons ; The deſpiſing , refuſing, and cafti 
ij _— that py muſt needs render the” diſeaſe __ 


more deſperate. Andif by the Declaration of borh _—_ 


6. domes! in Arms , Anno 1643. ſuch as would nor 
bY the Covenant'3 were declared robe publike Enemies te ne by 


jon and Countrey , and that they are to be cenſured and | 
Adverſaries and Malignants, Who ſeeth not now 


Wy range falling away frem theſe firſt Principles and Profeſſi> 
9 00s, among t 
& connive at and comply with ſuch as haye nor taken the Cay 


eſe who cither magnifie and cry up , or arleal 


yeuant , yea, are known Enemiesto it , aud cry down ſuch 


WY 2; are moſt zealous for it + 


VF the beſt affeed born down , Reformation ebbing , 
bra ſme flowing 3 It can hardly be monk at 


-+ 


In this caſe, while in the Neighbour Kingdom, the ſtaves 


YR of Beauty and Bards, Covenant & Brother-hood are brokeg 
by mary , the horne of Malignants and Series exalted ; 


s 


creſie 

7k 

on 'of prudence and diſcretion , if we be full of | ſ\ach 

frares and apprebenfions as uſe ro be in thoſe who dwell ner 

2Houſe ſer on fire, ora Family infefted, eſpecially being 

twoht by the ſad experience of rheſe Prelarical times, how 

afily a Gargrene in the one half of this Iſland may ſpread 

through the whole 3 Knowing alſo the inveterate and in{g« 
tiable malice of the Enemies of this Cauſe and Coyenat 

2ainſt this Church and Kingdome ; which we cannot 


hb ignorant of , unleſſe we would ſhut our eyes & ſtop gur cars. 


- Qur | w_ purpoſe leadeth us to touch ſomewhat ofthe 
oceedings of the Army in Eng/and this Summer , ſo far as 
ligion is therein concerned; As we are confident, di- 


ci vers have gone a long with them in the ſimplicity of their 
NF oarts , 8: we preſume not to judge the thoughts &inten- 
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tions of afly, K being Gods OWne prerogative, to br} Pt 
bgh-the hidden thingsof darknes, and to make manifeſt the 
coun'etls »f the hearts ; SO it cannot be denied , that upoi 
theſe pallages and proceedings hith followed the interrupts 
ing of the © much longed for-Reformation of Religion, :6 R 
thc {:rling of Presbyreriall government, and of the ſuppreſs 
fing ofhe:efies and dangerous errors », ( which works the 
Parliament had raken'in hand ) the rctarding and delaying 
erehef- f Ireland , the ſou ing of the ſeeds of another ; 
io F neland, the ſtr-ngthning of the havd of the Malis nant 
Epiſcopall party , .the weakning and wounding both'ef 
Ma iſtracy and Miniſtery : In all which , whether the Ai 
py. cc blam*leffe jand innoceng » from miniftring occaſion: 


I 


ologreatevils , or whetherthere he nor cauſe for themt 
repent and dothefirit works, and to practiſe more of tha 
Jove, moderarion , ahd mecknefſe of Spirit, and of thy 
IM zeal again't Malignancs and Prelacicall perſons, which the 
Gequmong ave from the bancingeprofell-d ».. and the wanr: where 
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when ſuſpeCediinothers) they did ſo much cenſure; 
whether there.be ſuch a thing among them, as adjoyninj 
vich thoſe againſt whom, and againſt thoſe with hot 
| E Covenane was taken ; We leave them in all theſe tor 
Cſearch-ind ex: m1nation of their own coniciences;" that th 
may ſtarid or. fall unto God For our part, we cannot 
,Ceive how the Propoſals of thatArmy for ſccling of a Peg 
.do in point of Rel ly1on confilt with the ſolemn Leag ? 
Coyenant, or with the Propoſitions of Peace, fo me 
 agre«d upon by borh Kingdomes 3 there being (o conlh 
:xable omiſlions of divers matertall deſires containe! 
"thoſe. former Propoſitions , concerning the abolition? 
, Prelaicy ; Coricerning the 1Joyning of the taking of 
"Covenant by all his Majcſties Subjeds » under ſuch pe 
ties as the Parliaments ſhovlg agree upon ; conceral 
, the ſetling of Religion in England and Ireland 3...3c6 
ing to. the Covenant, in.ſuch manner as boch Houles 
Parliament ſhall agree On , after advice had with 
 Affembly of Diyines ; conceruing the ſetling ofunife 


 Tgryeenths Churches of Godin both Kingdowes, 
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Sl thrding tothe Covenant, in ſuchmanner asſhall-be agreed 
1&h 6n by both Houſes of the Parliamenr of Fngland, andby the . 
off Church , and Kingdome of Srorland, after advice had with 
4 the Divines of both Kingdomes ; Alſo concernig an A& 
of 8 of Parliamefit ro, confirm the calling and fitting of the Aſa 
EI fembly of Divines: . All which , with ſome other particu« 
bed krs concerning Religion, expreſſed in the former Propo- 
nel fitions , if they ſhould nowbe omitted inthe ſerling ofa 
2 Peace, the progrefſe already made ,; not only in the Aſ- 
SY fembly of Drvines, bur in the Houſes of Parliament 1n ſert- 
of Þf ling Presbyreriall Governmert , With the Confeſſion. of 
ll Faith , yea the DireQory of publike Worſhip - ( though 
on agreed upon by the Aſſemblies and: Parliaments of - borh 
my Kingdomes)-ſhall bee but ſomuch loſt labour. - Bat behde 
wel theſe omiſiions ir may be juſtly doubred whether there be 
Tl worth theſe Propoſals ofthe Army , ſomewhar for Epiſco= 
| , aud againſt tbe Covenant; For wee cannot under= 
off ſtand the eleventh Propoſal; in any other ſenſe, but that it 
rf fuppoſeth the continuance of the Eccleſiaſtical office of Bis- 
nel hops or Prelars, as well as of any other ChurchOffcers, and 
a wketh no more from the Prelars, but coercivepower orjuriſ- 

Aiftion exrending to civll penalties, which indeed belongeth 
tono Ecclefiſticall Officers. In the'rwelfth Propoſall, wee 
donor ſee, how it can avoid orſhun thetoleration of Poperys 
(Superſtition, Hereſfie, Schilme, Profanneſſe, or whatloeyer 
Works of darkneſſe-fball be practiſed tby ſuch as diſpiſe. rhe 
ubIikeWorſhip of God in theChurch,& have che moſt un« 
Ewvful and wicked meetings elſe where under a profefiion of 
Religious duties, exercitesor ordinantes. From the thir- 
&eochPropoſall,we can make no other reſult,bur thatin ſte= 
ad of erjoyning the taking of the Covenant, under ſuch pe- 
Maltics as the Parliaments in their wiſdeme ſball a gree upon, 
the former nrdioance of Parliament enjoyningrthe taking of 
Mis deſired to be repealed:and then what may bee thegdanger * 
Whole that have taken,or ſhall rake an oarh of thar kinde,not 
enjoynedmnor ratified by auchority, wee leave it to be judged 
by thoſe-who know beſt the Lawes of that Kingdome. 
One thing-more wee cannot ipaſſe , that whereas inthe 
mms Declaration z or Repreſentation to the Parliaments 
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dated June 14 1647. they mention their Brethren of Scot 
as having proceeded in the vindicarion and defence of their. 
Juſt rights and liberties , much higher then thar Army half 
done 3 Wee are neceffitated toſay this much for clearingof 
theſe nw gn, = in this Nation reflected upon : Theyoff | 
this Church and Kingdom who joyned together andaflocig. . 
red themfelyesinthis Cauſe, firſt by humble Petitions, andf - 
afterwards by Covenant , were ſo far from lighting or br 
2king that Covenanr which was taken , 'that it was the (p& 
cial viſible charafter by which the friends of the Cauſe way 
diſtinguiſhed from the enemies thereof andjthey wereſyl 
far from crying down the Miniſtery and Ecclehaſticall AGY. - 
ſemblies, or from diſobeyingany Orders or Commandgalff - 
Parliament, thara Generall Aﬀſembly of the Church , and | 
a Parliament , were rwo chief Heads of their Petitionsaw 
defires, at thar time when they had neither 3 And wheal « 
They had obtained a Generall Aſſembly and Parliamg 
they chearfully ſubmitted ro both reſpeftively. . + 
Red now the dangers of Religion 1n this Hand being + 
great , as there hath been larely a Solemne Humilita 
throughout this Land , upon occaſion of theſe great 
growing dangers 5 ſo we cannot bur ſtill look ypon thet 
matters of frequent Prayer and Humiliation ro our ſel 
as well as o'r Brethren in Expland, there: being mull | 
fin in þoth Kingdomes procuring all thisevill, and jul; 
deſerving theſe , and heavier judgements. And Wl: + 
defire in 'the firſt place to be humbled for our own{Wg-® 
and the fins of this Nation , ſo we truſt , our Brethren" © 
bee willing to be put in minde of the neceflity of their] .t 
. miliation and Repertance for the Narionall fins of W* 
Kingdome z which wee ſhall wiſh rather to be ſady a 
ſidered by them , then expreſſed by us. . One thin 
are confident of, that God hath hada ſpecial contr 
» He againſt his People of old for the ſm of a btoken'C 
'nant , and unwillingnelle to bee Reformed- and. Py 
according to the Word of the Lord. and: that till i 
ſinnes were acknowledged and repenred , his'conts We 
did nor takean end, \We are nolefle confident that 


$vdly aud well affe8c9 yil in teadernefle of conſciendl 
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ely ſearch out, weigh well;mourn for, and ftudy to remov© 
+ allthe cauſes of the Lords preſent controyerſie againſt tha" 
\c Non What the $-ah 2s Houſes of Parliament hay®© 
F< to bee hutnbled for,and to reform or amend, they have been 
(and we eruft till are?) pu in mitide by ſach asare Ambaſla- 
.dours to them in Chriſts ſtead at their ſolemn hinliarions. 
For our part » a8 we have, alw -axp mentioned A in our 
EI prayers,. with thanksgivings alſo in cheir behalfe, ſo we 
il .now muſt humbly beleects i the Lord , ro dire and bleſſe 
= them, andinthelr preſent difficulties regkeep them by his 
"Grace from all fiafull compliance, np {vr from eſtabliſh- 
Gaps bra tay ». to "a4 the he contengeth 
- with chem tthe true cauſe of his commas may be 
removed ; and har the x glory ofhis N the Kingdome z 
' Crown» and Scepter ney. Son Jeſus Cheih, with his Words 


' Laws, Ordinances, Tructh, Miniſters, maybeyet more 

FF - {ct by 1a their eyes, that they allo may finde a: furt 

; . formance of the Word ofthe Lord: Exglt ber and ihe thall 
Aoege. And , themthat honour mer, _ ww nb 


| | + the G of Lens (lin 
ivines z that with ſoun vital, they 
. nd makir ſure their Peace withGod, 
are , ulneſſe and.zeal,, to hold faſt 
\wheic Faith without wavering , againſt ha he \ ore al 
plroes of theſe times z that they may according 
2s and callings endeavour to the urmoſt We. it wo ” 
Prevent or hinder the laying aſide or ſligtiting of the Cove« 
a at, the re ue we + _ Epilcap Racy andetetolerion 
ry». Prelacy,  Hereſie , e , or 
| Þrc PProfannele, and not ſuffer themſclves,di or tadireMly, 
1 whatſoever combination, perſwaſion'or terrour,, ro bee 
ded and withdrawn from 1 t bleſſed Union and Sacred 
vvenant. cither to the contrary fide , or to a neutrality 
2. this Cauſe , which ſo.much concerneth' the glorie of 
d, the good of the Kingdomes , Ty the Honour of the 


King, 
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King 5 but al! the dayes of their lives zealoufly and conftante 
Iy courinue, therein ag1igſt all oppoſition ,” and promote the 
ſame according to their pow#r againſt all lers and impedial ; 
ments whatſoever , which things boththey and wee hays 
ſolemaly and in the fight of God {worn unto, And as we ds 
fired them to reſt cohfidenr of the conſtancy of their Brerhrew 
inthis Nation, in adhering *6thzr Coyenantin all the Artis 

_ cles rhereof, whichye ſhatlby the Grace of Chriſt-(withoig 
which we are' nothing) fincerely , really ,” and conſtangly 

- purſue and promote, fo'faras concerneth' our Places and 
Callings; nfogoour utmoſt endeavours rowards rhe' ſup 

refſion of thoſe errors,' whith bave ſo dangeronlly.hnrtRe 

Jigion inthis THfland : So, weexpeR confidently the Hhke'ef 

*_ our Brethren in England' tnir&d th Covenant with ts j'at | 

* thar whatever they may have caufe ro fear or bee calledty 

: ſuttef ; Iii rhe Lord will fo ſtrength th-m by his gra *y 

* a&that they miy be ablgrofan;,” Al-rhis zr come tryin us "288 

 batewenot for yorten thee , neither have we dealt falfely in thy 

_ - 2nant. , And here is the wiſdome 3nd patience'o! rhe'Saints 

._ to chooſe 4iQtion rather ther jrfiquity , 1670 duety inthe 
©" worſt of times, and to truſt God with &venrs%in'! mh ſod ai 
tohope'to the end and wart imponthe Lord ;'\tn:it heels 

. ad theiremfſe int exectite” judgtthent for 'thet(e* Sol 
they. bee mote purified and bot 'maJe” blacker '( as," 

+ ſomeare) bit whiter 1n times of ixyall. © + © © 

- Morepirticularly , wee do defire that Pres byteriallGg 
'vernment' iy be ferled and pot-twpratr'e rhrongh pur 

Kingdom, according to the-Ward of God', 'and *examif 

of the beſt Reformed Churches: for wirhour this weekns 
- -no other proper and effeCtuall remedy againſt '1h* pra 
dangers of Religion there, or for purgivg the Church tran 

Tcandals, 'whith are deftrudtive either to ſound Dorn 
or to Godlineſſe : Andherein we are confident , "the ex 
rience of all: the Reformed Churches wilt bear wineſſey 
us. Nordo wedoubrþur in Exgtandalſo, time and 'exj 
rience will more and more commend , not only the' be 
tifull order ; bur the great urihity, yea, neceſlity of this 
.vernment, and difpell all the clouds of a{perfionsand pre 
eices which jt licth under among ſuch as know it nor ," 
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X -eughe therefore to beware.of ſpeaking evill of the gs 
2 they unde: ftand not. Yer we would not hayeour zealfor 
toy Presbyreriall Government miſ:underſtood , as if itrended 
EF io any rigour or damineering oyer the flock ,” or tohinder 
= 21dexclude thar jnltrudting in meeknefſe rhemthar oppoſe 
. Soraſelves » Which the Apoſtalicall rule holds forth; or 
WJ is if wee won!ld have any ſuch-to bee intruſted with thae 
Government, as are found not yet purged» exher from 
cir old profannefſe, or from the Prelaticall principles 
J and practiſes which were but copur a piece of new 'cloatty 
"ry yoro an o!d garment”, and ſo to make the rent, worſe; or- 
Wy to put ney wine into old bottles, and (o to loſe both wine 
and bo:tles. "Yea whoknows whether this maynor be oa 
**F of rhe cauſes , { and nor rhe leaſt ) /why the preſent Refor- 
"ON mation ſucce2ds the worle , eyen becayſe of !olittle repen= 
nes tance, <i:hzr for the profannefle , or Prelaticall errours 
and corruptions of divers who have aCed in it : Neverthe- 
leff: , the /;ghr hand of fellowſhip is ro bee giventoall ſuch 
39 as bring forth Fraies meer for repentance, whatſoever their 
4 former ertours of failings were. And roour great joy, we 
4 underitand tht there are many learned, able, godly; and 
ruden: Viniſtersin that Kingdome, fir to be imployedin 
& that Government ». rogether with ſuch able and piouvmen z 
FJ 25ateto be joyned with themin the capacity of ruling El- 
iſ ders. It ſhall be apart of our prayers, that the LorT of 
the Harveſt may ſend forth many more labourers in that 
J Kingdome, where the Harveſt is {o gr:at-and rhe Labourers 
A lo "op proportioyably ;, and-in the BE >, ae s 
SY 2 he hath already wot our, may norbe unemployed, avte 4, rt 
thepoint of difciNirie and Govertihent, f 7, 3-Y _ 
Norlaſtly;, +doth our zeal for the Covenant -andPresby« 
terial! Government abate or diminiſhany thing at all from 
our Loyalty and Duety to th? Kings Majeſty, alchoug 
lacendiariesand Enemies ſpare nor to reproach ris Chute 
and Kingdome with Disloyalcie : Yer ſuch calummes will 
elily be repudiarte by all who will examine the whole 
=F-courſ; of the, publike proceedings in this Nation , inzeft- 
VF rence rothe King , and parcicnlacly che Declaration of the 
Farliatnenr of chis Kingdome , dated January, 16, 1647. 
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Wherefars affing af! fuch calumnics, whiche cannot butt - 


tefull ro God and/good Men,wee do cleatly and candidly : 
profelle, That the Covenant and Presbyreriall Government 
are ſo. far from hindering or excluding our duerty to the 
King,» tharit is thereby very much ſtrengthened and fupell - 
orted ; for our giving to God what is Gods dorh nat}. 
exe ugs s buthelp us, togiye unto Ceſar what is Caſaugh- 
And wee earneſtly wiſh his Majeſties Royall heart may bg 
graciouſly inclined to the juſt defiresof his good Subjeds 
Þoth Kingdomes, and to tharchappy ſettlemenrof Truth and 
eace z igion and Righreouſneſſe , which may be at} 
well for the cſtabliſhmeny ofhis own "Throne , as for 
00d of his people, * wa 
' Now the Prince of Peace Himſelf, grant his afflifte 
People , tolled with tempeſts and nor comforted , a ſak 
and wel- grounded Peace, bring light out. of the preſent 
darkneſſe , and order out of all theſe confuſions , gh ol 
4nto all who are waiting for the conſolation of 1ſracl gal}: - 
| 


oh 


SGope through grace, comfort their bearts, flablich them iy every poll 
Hope and wor , make his Cauſeeo triumph ar laſt over all op- 
Poſition , and the enemies foot ro ſlide in due time , and 
paranew Soug of praiſe in the mouths ofhis people, Ame 
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$4 Auguſt 1647, . Antemeridiem. Sell.19f - 
A& for obſerving the Direftions of the Gem 
Yall Afembly for Secret and Private Worship, and 
mutual} edification, and cenſuring ſuch, as © 
wegled Familie Worship, ; 


of General Aſſembly, afrer mature deliberation, c > F* 
A approverthe following Rules and Diretions , for cif" 


"xbbing Pity and preventing Diviſion and Schiſme, all 
. doth appoint Miniſters and Rnling Elders in each Congilſ- 
Sation to take ſpeciall care thar theſe DireQions be obſer £ 
«nd followed; As likewiſe that Presbyreries and Proviney 
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089 Synods enquire and make tryall wherherthe aids Dire&i- - - 
Gpy © ons bee duely obſerved intheir bounds, and re reprove or © 
MF cenſure (according tothe quality of the' offence) ſuch as 
ef ſhall bee found to be reproveable or cenſurable therein. And 
lp=f "roche end that theſe Dire&ions may nor be rendred ineffe- 
ety ctuall and unproficable among ſome through the al neg 
$- 1c of the very ſubſtance of the duty of Family orſbip , 
= The Aſlembly doth further require and appoint Miniſters 
and Ruling Elders , ro make diligent ſearch and enquiry in 
$. the Congregations committed ro their charge reſpectively, 
whether there bee among them any Family or Families 
which uſe ro neglect this neceflary duty; Andif any ſuck 
Family be found, the head of that Family is to be firſt ad- 
-monithed privately ro amend rhis faulr; Andin caſe of his 
ay continuing therein , he is robe grayely and fadly reproved 
ty bythe Setfion. After which reproof » ifhe be found tilf 
wy tonegle&t Familie Worſhip , Ler him be for his obſtinacy, 
 inſnch an offence, ſuſpended and:debarred from the Lords . 
oy Supper, as being juſtly eſteemed unworthy ro communicate 
therein till he amend. | 


. _ m—_ 
: \__— & __ 
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The Direftions of the Generall Aſiembly, for 
Secret and Prevate Worship & mutuall edification, 
for cherisbing Peety, ſor maintaining Unitie, 
and avoiding Schiſme and Diviſion, 


Efides the publike Worſhip in Congregations, mercis 
fully eſtabliſhed in this Land, ingreatpuriry.z Iris ex- 
pedient and neceflary , that Secret Worſhip of cach perſon 
alone ,, and Private Worſhip of Families be preſfed andfer 


do "up: Thar with Nationall Reformation the profefſionjand 
"_ 15d of Godlineffe both Perſonall and Domeſtick bee ade 


"= 1. And firſt for Secrer Worthipz Iris moſt neceſſar, tha 
"2 every one apart and by themſe}ves be givento Prayeraud 
1 Y 4 Mcdi- 


374  Fhe General > 
Meditation, The unſpeakable benefit whereof is beſt know 
eothem who are mplt exerciſed therein : This being x 16” 
meane whereby ina ſpecial way communian with Gods ege* 
tertained , and right preparation for all other duties obtains 7 
ed; And theretoreit becometh inat onely Paſtors ,” within” 
their ſeverall Charges , to prefle Perſans of all forts ro pers 
forme this dutic Morning and Evening , and at other acca«s* 
fions, buralſo it is incumbent rathe head of every FamilyzF. 
to havea care that both themſclves & all within their chatye” 
be daily diligent hexetn, #f * 
II. Theordinar duties comprehended under the exerciſe” 
of Pietie , which ſhould be in Familes when they are cons 
yened to that effect, aretheſe : Firſt, Prayer and Praiſes F'_ 
performed , with a ſpeciall reference as well co the publike: 
condition of the Kirk of Gad and this Kingdome , astothe'F 
reſent caſe of the Familie, and every member thereof. 
Next » Reading of Scriptures with Catechizing in a plaing 
way , tharthe underſtandings of the ſimpler may be the bets" 
erenabled ro profic under the publike Ordinances, and they F - 
made more capable ro underſtand the Scriptures when they Þ 
areread > Togzther with godly conferences tending to the 
edification of all the members in the moſt holy faith: As alla, 
admonition and rebnke upon juſt reaſons from theſe whg 
have Authority ia the-Familie. ' = NT Oe 
III. As the Charge and Office of interpreting the; holy 
Scriptures, is apart of the Miniſteriall calling, which none 
( howfoever otherwiſe qualitied ) ſhould take upon, him i 
any place, but he thatis duely;called th:reunro by Ged and 
bis Kirk : Soin every Familie where there is any that cal 
read, The holy Scripturesthould be read orginarily rq% 
Famiiie; And it is commendable that thereafier they confer 
and by way of conterence make ſome good uſe of what hath 
þeene readand heard: As for example, if any ſin be reprovec 
inthe Word jead* uſe may bee made thereof, ro make allrWeF: 
Familie circum{p=<t and wat:hfull againſt the ſame; Or, if 
ny jadgement be threatned or mentioned to have beene 10s 
- Aictedin thar Portion of Scripture which is read,uſe may bee 
made to make all rhe Familie fear , leſt the ſame or a woglay : 1 
j«dgement befall ther, untefl; chey beware of the fin thay 
- EET. procuroay 
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A procured it: And firally, jf apy duery-be required, dricom- 

F fort held forth in apramiſe , . uſemay beemade to ſiirre-up 
= themſelves roimploy Cariſt for {trengrb-ro enable tiem for-, 

T doing the commanded duty , 'andt \ aan offered com- 4 af. Fa me 
nf fort3 In all which the Hhlſter of the Familje isto have the by, | 
SF chifhand, And any ngember of the Familie may propone ' s 

"an2 queſtion or doubt for reſolution, 
"IV. The head ofthe Family is ro rake carethat'noneof 
the Familie. withdraw himſelf from any part of Familie 
Worſhip : And ſeeing the ord:nar performance of all the 
' parts of F amilywo! ſhip belongeth praperly to the head of 
the Famtly, The Miniſter is toſtirre up ſuch asare Jahie, , 
© .andrraine up {uch as;are weak to. a fitnefle for theſe exerct» 

Y fes: Itbeing alwayes free roperſons of qualitie to enter= 

'F fainone approven by the Presbyterie for performing Fa- 

'F- milie Exerciſe; And inother families where the head of- 

the Famihe is unfic, that another conſtantly reſiding in 
the Familie approven by the Miniſter and Seflion , may be 
- imploycd in rhat ſervice; Whereia the Miniſter and Seſ« 
fion are to be countable ro the Presbyrteric, Andifa 
| Miniſter by divin? providence bee brought to any Fa= 
milie , It1s requifice, that ar.no time he conveen a part 
of rhe Familie for Worſhip ſecluding the reſt ; Excepr 
in ſingular caſes, ſpecially concetnipg wezſe parttes , which 
(in Chrittian prudence ) ne2d not » or ought not to bee 

-. umparted to others, 
| V. iLer no Idler who hath no particular calling , or 
'yagrant Perſon under pretence of a calling , . be ſuffered 
perform worſhip in Families, to or for thelame : Seeing 
perſons tainted with errours or aiming at diviſion, may 
mM be ready ( after that manner ) to creep in:o houſes 

Y 2nd lead captive filly and unſtable fouls. 

al VI. ArtFamily Worſhip a ſpeciall care is to be 
that each Familie keep by themſelves: . Neither requi-s 
rirg ,-ivviiing, noc admitcing perions.from divers Fame 
lies; Unlefſe ir be cheſe-who are lodged with them or at 
on z or otherwiſe with rhem upon ſome lawfi:ll occge 
ww . 9, | 
JF. » I VIL 
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1 
- VIE, Whatſoever hath been the effe&s and Fairs of 
meetings of perſons of divers Families in the times of | 
Corruption or trouble fin which caſesmany things are come ' 
| mendable , which otherwiſe are not tolerable) Yer when 
| God hath blefſed us with Peace and the purity of the 
Goſpel, ſuch meetings of perſons of divers Families 
{ exCepr in the caſes mentionedin theſe DireRions) arg 
co be diſapproved, as tending to the hinderance of the" 
Religious exerciſe of each Familie by ir ſelf, rorhe preju= 
dice of che publike Miniſtery , ro the renting of the, Fami+ 
lies of particular Congregations » and (in progrefle of 
rime) of the whole Kirk: beſides many offznces which may 
come thereoy, to the hardning af the hearts af carnall'men, 
and grief ofthe gadly. | | 

V HL. On the Lords Day , after every one ef the Fami- 

ly apart , and the whole Family together have ſought the 
ord (in whoſe hands the preparation of mens hearts are } 
to fir them for the pubiicke Worſhip , and to blefſe ro rhem 
the publike Ordinances 3 The Maſter of the Familie ought” 
to rake care that all within his charge repair to the publike 
Worſhip , thar he and they may joyne with the reſt ofthe. 
Congregationz And, the publike Worſhip being finiſhed, 
after prayer , he ſhould take an account what they haye hes 
ard, And thereafter to ſpend the reſt ofthe time which they 
may ſpare,4in Carechifing and in ſpirituall conferences upon 
the Word of God; Orelſe ( going apart) they ought to 
ply themiſelvesro re2ding, meditatfon, and ſecret prayer, 
x they may confirme and increaſe their Communion with 
God 3 That ſo the profit which they found in the publike 
Ordinances may bee cheriſhed and promoyed , and they: 
more edified unto erernall life, 

I'X. So many ascan conceive prayer 3 ought to make uſe 
of thar gift of God : Albeit theſe whoare rude and weaker 
may begin ata ſer form of prayer ; Bur ſo, asthey bee nbe 
ſluggiſh in ſtirring up in themſelves (according to their: 
Ce necetioes the ſpirit of prayer , which is given to all 
the children of God in ſome meaſure, To which effet, 
they ought ro bee the more fervent and frequent in ſecree 


prayer to God, for enabling of their hears to conceive 4) 


__ 


(nd their tongues to expreſſe convenient deffret ts God for 

- their Familie. Andinthe mean time , for their greatet er 
couragement , let theſe materialls of payer be meditared 
upon , and madeuſe of; as followeth, 
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Lerthem confeſle ro Ged how unworthy they are ro come- 
in his preſence, and unfit to worſhip his Majeſty; And. 
therefore earneſtly ask of God the ſpirit of prayer, | 

Theyare to confeſle their fins, andthe Sos ofthe Family, 
accuſing , judging, and condemning themſelves forthems 
-» they briog their {ſouls to ſore meaſure of truc humie 

£10Ns : 

' Theyareto pour our oib(ouls ro God , inthe Nameof 
Chriſt , by the ſpirir, forforgivineflc of fins, for Grace to 
repen to believe , and tolive (obcrly , righteoully , 


- godly » and that rhey may ſerye God with joy and debght in 
Sulkrog before him 6: os joy anc Ge 


[They are to givethanksto God for Mis many merciesrs 
his people, andto themſelves, and eſpecially for his lovs 
in Chriſt , avd forthe 11ght of the Goſpel. 

They are to, pray for ſuch particular benefits , Spiritual 
avd Temporall, as they ſtand in need of for the time, (whe= 
therit be Morning or Evening) as health or ſickneſleyprofy 
peritie or adverſitie, 

nag $5 ook to pray for the Kirk of Chriſt in general,for 
all che Reformed Kirks, and for this Kirk in particular, and 
forall that ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt for all our Supe- 
Tiours> The Kings Majeſty, the Queene, and their Child- 
zen, for the Magiſtrates , Miniſters , and whole body of 
*the Congregation whereof they are members, as well for | 
their Neighbours abſcorin their lawfull affaires,as for thole - 
that are at home. 

The prayer may be cloſed with an carneſt deſire, that God 

m3y be glorified in the comming of the Kingdome of his 
Son, andin thedoing of his wil; And wirh afſurancethar 


themſelves are accepted , and what they have asked'accot= 


viog co his will ſhall be done. 
. Theſe exerciſes onght to be performed is gene: 
ceritie withour delay , laying afide all Exerciſes of worldly 


bufineſle or higderances, Noryirhſanging the wotkings of 
| Atheiſts, 


34 "7 


34d 


TR [” 48;" av 4 k 


& dg ; "P73&4 . v ' ; : IN 
R 6 < A b ” +.” * Fg TW. 2 o 
_ + : : Gs :, f ” 
', . 


Atheiſts, and profane men ; In reſpe@ ef the be: 
cies ofGod to - pp and of his 4 Corediions xr 
rewith: lately he. hath exerciſed us. And to this effe&, 
perſons of eminency ( and all Elders of che Kirk) not onely 
ought to ſtir up themſelyes and rheir Families ro diligznce 
- ATE Bur alſoto concurre effettually , thar in all other. 


amilies, where they have Power and Charge, the faid . 


exerciſes be conſcionably perfermed. 


X 1. Beſides the ordinary duties in Families which are 


abovementioned , extraordinary duties both of humiliation, 
and thanksgiving are to bee carefully performed in Famis 


. Hes, when the Lord by extraordioary occaſions ( private or 


pablike ) calleth for them. 
X IT. Secing the Word of God requireth, Thar wee 


ſhould conider one another to provoke unto love and good 


works, Therefore, atallrimss, and ſpecially in rhts rims 
wherein profanitie ahounds , and mockers walking after 

ir own luſtsthink it ftrange that others run not with them 
ro ſame exceſſe of rior, Every member of this Kirk ought to 


AN . ' 
fiir up themfelves and one another to the duties of mutuall 


Edification, by inſtrution » admonirion, rebuke , exhor- 
ting 012 another to manifeſt the Grace of God, in denying 
ungodlinefſe and worldlyluſts, and in livinggodly, ſoderly, 
and righteoufly in this preſent world , by comforting the 
the feeble minded, and praying with, or, for one another; 
Which du:ies reſpeCtively are to be performed upon ſpeciall 
occaſions offered by divine providence ; As namely, when. 


underany calamity, crofle , or great difficultie, counſel] or 


comfort is ſought Or wheaan offender is to bee reclaimed 
by private admonition,andif thar bee not effeRtuall, by joyn- 
10g 0ne0r two more inthe admonition,according to the, rule 


of Chriſt ; that in the mouth of twoor three witneſſes every 


word may be eſtabliſhed. h 
XIII. Andbecauſe itisnot given toevery on? to ſpeak 


a wordin ſeaſon roa wearicd or diſtrefled conſcience, Jtis 
expedinr, that a perſon (in that caſe) finding no eaſe |: | 
after the uſe of all ordinary means private and publike , have" 

cheir addreſſe to. their own Paſtour, or ſome expetienc 
Chriſtian , Bur, itche: pe1ſon troubled in: coaſcicnce 
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"That condition', or of that ſex , that diſcretion , modeſtie 
or fear af ſcandall , requireth a godly grave and ſecret frierid 
to be preſent with them ini their {aid addreſle, It is expdient 

. that ſuch a friend be preſenr. oF 
h i XIV. When perſons of divers Families are brought tas 

-*F * getherby divineprovidence, beingabroadupon their parti 
FF cular Vocations, or any neceffary occaſions, As they world 
| havethe Lord their God with chem whitherſoever they go', 
"they ought ro walk with God, and nor negle& the duries of 
Proper and Thankſpiving \, but takecare that the ſameb> 
performed by ſuch as the company ſhall judge fitreſt ': And 
that they likewiſe take heed that no corrupt communication 
proceed out of their mou'h, bur that which isgood , ro the 
uſe ofedifying , thatit may miniſter graceto the hearers. 
* - Thedrifrand ſcope of all theſe DireQions is no other; buie 
' thatuponthe one parr, the powerand pratite bf godlinelſe 
* "among all the Miniſters agd Members of this Kirk , accordÞ 
' jg to their ſeyeral! places and vocations, may be cheriſhed 
and advanced , and-all impietie and mocking of Religious 


| 

| 

) 

| 

Exerciſes ſuppreſſed ; And upori the other part; thar'niff- 
"d-r the name and pretext of Religious Exerciſes; ky 
| meetings'orprattices be allowed. asare artto breed'E 
: 'ror , 'Scandajl , Schiſme , conrempr or miſ-regard of "the 
f  #publike Ordinances and Miniſters , or negle of rhe duties 
1 

r 

d 


"of particular Callings, or fitch other evils as are the works 
"nor of the Spirit bur of the Fleſh, and are conttary ro Truth 
and Peace. es | £ pul 
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| 1.47 againſt ſuch as withdraw -themſehves 

c from the publike Waorsbip in t beir W127 Colig rig ation.” 

R | ny [thath pleaſed God of his infinite goodnefle to blefſe 7 

i aFhis Kirk within thisNatign. with the riches of the Golpef Jn: 

1 in giving'to us his Ordinances -in great purity , kiberty* 24 
and withall, a comely and well - eſtabliſhed order : Th. 

f. \Afembly, in the zeal of God, for preſerving Order, Unil, 


and Peace in the Kirk ,* for maintaining that reſpect vhie 


"4.0 


268 The General 3 
I, dye tg the Ordinafices and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; 

ceventiug Schiſme , novſome Errours , and all unlawfyti tf 

ratices» which may follow on the Peoples withdrawing 
themſelves from their own Congregations; Doth charge e- 
yery Miniſter ro bee diligent in fulfilling his Miniſterie, tobe 
Sol and grave in his converſation, to be faithfull in Preachs” 
ing, declaring the whole counſel] of God, arid as he hath oc«. 
cn from the Text of Scripture to Tov 


-rours, and pteſſe the duties of the time; andin all thoſe, tg 
obſerve the rules preſcribed by the As of Aſſembly; whe«. 
xeir. if he be negligent, he is to be cenſured by his down Preg- 
bytery. Asalſo Ordains eyery Member in every Congrepg« 
gion to keep their own Paroc h Kirk , to cominunicate thers 
In the Word and Sacraments; And if any perſon or'Perſoys 
hall hereafter uſually abſent themſelves from their ownCon- 
gregations , except 1n urgeut caſes made known toy and ap- 
ptoven by the Presbyrery, The Miniſters of theſe Congree. 
i0ns whereto they reſort, ſhall both in publike by Preche 
20g) and jnprivate admonir:on , ſhew their diſlike of thei 
withdrawing from their own Miniſter ; Thatin ſo.doingy. 
they may witneſle ro all that beare them, their due care te 
Krengthen rhe hands of rh-ir flow labourers in the wor 
ofthe Lord, and their de:c/ation of any thing that may ten 
_ to ſeparation, or any of the abovementioned evils ; He 
their own Flock »1ll be confirm< in their ſtedfaſtneſle, an 


. 


- 
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the unſtable ſpiri:s of others wili be rectified. - Likeas che Þ- 


x 


Miniſter of tha: Congregation 'from which 'they do-witk 4 
draw, ſhall labourifirſt by privace admonition to reclatns” 
them ; Andifany after privire admomtion given by theit 
own Paſteur do not amend, in that ca'c the Paitour ſhall « oY 
Lare thefforeſaid perſonsto the Seflion , who ſhall cite and 
-* canſurethemn, as contemners. of tae comely order of the” 
Kirk; And ifthe matter be not taken order with there , Itis 
-to bee brought ro the Presbytery : 'Forthe better obſerving* 
whereof, rhe Presbyterics at the Viſitation of, their ſeveral} 
*Kirks, and Provincial Afſztnblies, 1ntheir cenſure of rhe e-, | 
veral Prezbytenies; ſhall enquire hereanent: Which.inquin&Y 
ſhall be regiſtrate in the Provincial Books » thi 


and reporc ſh .DQ ©; 
their diligence may be feenin the General ATOnr: : 
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«| 26. Auguſt 1647. Poſimeridiem. Sell. 24g 
'l Approbation of the preceedings of the Coma 
o o miſſion of the precee ding Aſſembly. 

e. 

M 


ratifie and approve the whole As and Cancluſtons 
pf the Commiſiionners of the preceeding Afemblyp 
for publike affaires now tryed and examined 3 Den 
claring that they have proceeded therein with muck 
| my , wiſdome , vigilance, and according to ther C 
10n. = 


» Gor General Aﬀembly after marure deliberation , & 
of 


——_— — 


#7- Auguſt 1647. Antemeridiam. Sell. 2.3] 
 Approbation of the Confeſſion of Faith. d 


A Confeflion of Faith for the Kirks of Godin the thre 
AKingdomes , being the chiefeſt part of that Uniformity 
jn Religion which by the ſolemne League and Covenant we 
-are bound to endeavour 3 And there heing accordingly 
- Confeſſion of Faith agreed upon by the Aſlembly of Divi 
"nes fitting ar Weſtminſter z» With the aſſiſtance of Commiſſion. 
* ners from the Kirk of Scotland; Which Confeſſion, was 
' ſent from ourCommiſſioners at London to the Commiſſioners 
vpfthe Kirk metar Edaburgh in F laſt ; and hath been ii 
this Aſſembly twice publikely read over , examined 'ah&@ 
'confidered ; Copies thereof _—_ alſo Prinred , that 
might be particularly peruſed by all the Members of thiy 
embly, unro whom frequent intimation was publi- 
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"F had any; And the ſaid Confeſſion being upon duc exz- | 
3 jorrn 59 pr eg a by ARGS to"bee molt 2- vs 
FF greable to the Word of God , and in nothing c y ? 64 
- tothereceived Doctrine , Worſbip, Diſcipline Joys h l 
vernment of this Kirk, And laſtly, 'it bei 
wy avg i mycklopged for, Thaz the faid 
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$92 the Generalt a 
withall poſble'digence and expedirion'approved aud eftaJ 
bliſhed 4D borh Kingdoms , as a principal. part of the irt ® 
renged Untformity in Relivion , ind a5 4 ſpecial ridan$fors 
the more eftectual ſuppreſling of the many dangerons eriourgs 
and herefies of thele rimes ; The General Aſſembly doth'® 
thereforeafrer macure diliberation agree unto 2nd approve 
the ſaid Conſeſſion as to the truth of the matter ( judgingt ie” 
to be moſt orthodox and grounded upon the Word of Got). 
andalſo 4s to the point. of Uniformity,, Agreeing for our 

tttharic bea common Confeſſion of Faith for the the three. 
mgdomes, .-;The Aflembly doth alſo blefſe the Lord ; and\ 
thankfully acknowledge his great mercy, in that ſo excel- 
leat-a Confeftion of F2..l, 1s prepared . and thus fat agreed. 
upon in both Ringd3tfties; which-we took upotr4s-n. oral. 
firepgrhning of the-rrue Reformed Religion againſtthe come. 
thei crettics thereof.* ' Bur leſt ourinterition and meahitg 
b2 in ſome particulars miſunderftood , It is hereby expreſly 
J Declared and Provided-, that the nor menti0nihg in” this'Y 5 
Mþ Copfeflion tbe ſeveral ſort of Eccleſiaſtical Officers 2ud AfM 8 
=: Temblies , h1ll be no prejudice to the Truth of Chriſt 7 I 
theſe particulars *to be expreſſed fully in the DireQory-# 
Governmeiic. It is further Declared, that the Aſſembly un { 
gerſtanderh ſome parts of the ſecond Article of the thirry 6 
pe Chapter , only of Kirks nor ſerthed or conſtiniced in poi @ ft 
of Government, And thatalthnugh in ſuch Kirks, a 468 i 
.of Miniſters and other fir perſons may be called by che Mint i 
,giſtrares authority and tomination without anv dther C pf: td] 
-te conſult and adviſe with abour matters of Religion ; And "th 
although likewiſe the Miniſters of Chriſt without delegarin Ft 
From, rheir Churches, may of rhemfely2s, and by yer” ve 
.Not yet conſtituted ; Yet neither'of theſe ought ro be ;done x , 
.in Kirks conſtituted and ſerled : Tr beingalwayes free to the} 
"Magiſtrate ro adviſe with Synods of Miniſters and ruling Eby”P 
.Ocrs meeting upon delegation from their Churches , acherY” 'r 
_ordinarly , or being indicted by. his Authority 6cCafionalh 
.and prorenata; I: being alſo free to aſſemble together $ 706 
dically, as well prorenatd, as at the ordinary times up6nde ne 
Aegation fromthe Churches by che intrinſical power 3ecei# \xfer 
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.of. their Office meer- together Synodically in ſuch Kirk 
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i Amy OY a. 
{| ion Chiiff;' as often asit is deceflaryfor the gootl of the 
JT Church ſo'roafſemble zin caſterhe Magiſtrate 4s on 
ene of the Church withhold or deny his conſear,; the-ne- 
iv . ceſſiry of ocationall Aſſemblies being 6rſt reqonſteacs pate 
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|- for reviin the Paraphraſe ” the Pla. 
, ef brigg Flom, En gland;72itha =p" he 
6h, ranflating the other Seripiaalt'.- 
Songs in Meter. WIILLITA XI 
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Phe GeneralAembly hevia ; coaſidered he report of the 
'Cotriniitzagy'.concernipgrhe ParaphraGe of the Plaley 
/l om Frelewd 5 > nds findin Fill! 'S, Very ca 
1aſe be yer reyiled ; e appbiac 
pap ſon coming the firſt err 6 almes.,.Ma- 
"fter Thais Chabad theſecond:fourty ex ow the 
third fourty , and Mafter John Nevey ihe laſt chiy Pia lms of 
b ' a aptraſe';-and{ in rheix oro beamed, Snag 
: *ohly ++omrirhl they thick needs robe ame 
Jt fer downe their,own esfay for-eprrefting jhexeof 3, And fpr 
NY purpoſe recommends to.them,, - re wake uſe of the. .tja- 
| ;Yels of Rowaller, Maiter Zachary Byd,,.or, ge on 
ir ſabje&746r eſpecially ofourown 
finde'berter'in any of theſe Works may be Sy "Dt 
Fiewiſe they ſhall niake uſeof the anumadvertions ſear 2 
Presbyrevies ,- who forthiscauſcare hereby defired to haſte 
heir bſervarions untothem 3. And they areco make reps 
"oftheirlabours herein to the Commiſ ion of the Aly 
vr Be publike affaires againſt their firſt meeting in. Fe 


- And the Commiſſion after revifing-rhereof ,-thall 
6 Meng che ſame to Provincial ER » to beerranſmirted 
b | 4 


354 The Geveralt . A 
&Predyants Foap by their Further cealdratpeg 1. 
arter may prepared to the.nexr Aﬀem nd 
becaiiſe ſome Pſalmes in-that Paraphrafieſent nk England 
&e compoſed in verfes which do aoc agree with the Coms, 
mon-tunes » Therefore it is alſo: recommended. thar.theſy 
Pſalms be likewiſe turned in other verſes which may a 


tothe Common-tunes , that is, having the firſtlineof = 
fyllabs and the ſecond line of fix , that ſo both verſiom | 
beinjtogetheru ſemay bez made of either them 3 in Cow 
Inin=s Ball þ ee found or Ar 
oy doth further recomend & hat M by na. Boyd be x 
5 te translace c other criptural dongs1n meets 
Sq gb his rravels 4f6o che Comiiſhen of 
bly -chatafrercheir Exaninazion,chereof ;. che Tb nd 
the ſam&.ta.Preabyrerics tobe there conbdere lint 
N'ert naw General Aﬀembly. TY > 5 
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T +coiomending the execution of the 

arlement at Perth, . ſors "ring pn; ine | 

uh * beeimphiged wigs 5 prous u ek , | 

Se Wane, mn For bo : F 

| "He Geherat Aflembly dock ( ul | '| 

o . "2 crio >mmend, 

A Onda. | heds; "That ' Pesbyreries /d dy. —_ ende 0 ar, þ 
| e nimh Atofche Parliament he en/at Penth , 

"6455 bike >, droge. of Rprqar Paanes £ d 1 

hath n, bar ſes ;"*miy bee put to'due xxecur F 
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, Inte hint glow rho ag z And alfo that the £ _ 
Parlinuenr 3 oft excommunicate Perſons, x Be 1} ' 

tweniech AttoftheParllament in March: laſt, DN lio8Y tc 
refully execute : And that they cauſe uſe a} Jdibgenosll fi 
that effe& , and account hereo —_ be requiredinÞ ar 
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fy _Afembly, 1647: 355 
wy Vt Auguſt 1647. cAntemeridjem. Sell: 2.6: 
| AF diſtharging the importing , venting or 

4 | ſpreading of erronious Books or Papers. 


e General Aſſembly conſidering how the errouts of 
Independency and Separation ( have in our Neigh- 
$  @ bour ; nyo Englend ) ſpread as a Gargrzn, 
nll and do daily eat:as a Canker; In fo much that exceeding 
many Errours , Hereftes , Schiſmes, and Blaſpemies, have 
iſſued therefrom, and are ſheltered thereby ;' And how pol 
fibleitis , forthe lame evils - to invade , and overſpread 
this Kick and Kingdome, ( lying. within the {ſame Iſland} 
.by the ſpreading of their erronious Books, Pamphlets , 
bels, and Letters, and by converſing with them that 
are infected with theſe errours , except the ſame bee time- 
oully prevented; Doe therefore, in the Name of God, 
I 1ohibit and Diſcharge all Members of this Kirk and King- 
fy dome» to converſe with Perſons tainted with ſuch errours ; 
Or to import, ſel] . ſpread, vent, ordiſperſe ſuch erro- 
nious Books or Papers: But that they beware of, and abſtain 
from Books maimaincing lodependencie or Separation., 
Y and from alf-Antinomian , - Anabapriſticall, and' other ere 
*J . rouious Books and Papers ; Requiring all Miniſters to 
a7 warne their flocks againſt ſuch Bookes in generall , and y 
ll ticularly fach as are moſt plauſible , infinuating , and 
: } ro And torry carefully from time ro time if any ſuch 
7 ookes be brought into this Countrey from Englend , or 
"om byond Seas ( which is eſpecially recommended ro Mi- 
'biſters on Sea Coaſts, or Towns where any Srationers are 
* ind if anythall be found , to preſent the ſame rothe Presby« 
terie , thar ſotne conrfe may be taken ro hinder the diſper- 
' fing thereof : And hereby all Presbyteries » and Synodsy 
are ordained to try and Proceſſe fuch as ſhall rransgrefle a. 
Þioſt the premiſſesor any part of the ſame. And the Af> 
3x} fembly alſo dorh ferioufly recommend to Civill Magiſt rares,,: 
4 thatrhey may be pleaſed to be aflifting roMiniſters ag Pres- 
LY Syterics in execution &f this At, -and ro-concurre with 
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356 The Geverall 


AT for debarring of Complyers in the firſt "I 
Claſſe from Kecleſiaſtick office. af 


T= Generall Aſſembly Declares ard Ordaines, That 


no Perſon who 1s guilty of Compliance in the firſt” 

Clafſe mentioned in the AQ of the preceeding AF 
ſembly» ſhall bee received in any Ecclefiaſticall charge, tins 
till rhe evidence of his repentance before the Presbyterie and 
Congregation be reported to the Synode to which he be-* 
longs.,. and to the General! Aﬀembly and their conſent” 
obrained for his bearing office. . And ifany ſuch Perſonhe 
already tecerved unto the Elderſhip of any particular Cots 
gregation, yer he ſha!l not be admitted ro ee | 
any Presbyterie, Synode , or GererallAflemblie, un 
( upon the evidence of his repenrance ) the wy L 
approbation of theſe judicatoies reſpeRtively bee. obrains 
thereto. | 4d 
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AT for pres/img apd furthering the 3 
plantation of Kirks, Y 


| He Generall Aﬀembly conſidering howthe Work | 
Proviſion , Plantation, convenient Dining, Ute 
mem:bring , better uniting or enlarging of Pan 
Kirks 1s bithertof 


oreſlowed , to the great prejudice of ma 


; Miniſters, many good People, and hinderance ofthe Wg = 
of Reformation ; Doth therefor: Ocdaine, That all Pres Fe 
byreries have ſpeciallycare that the preſent opportunity v# $5 


diligentlyimproved by all their Members , asneed is , b& 
fore the Commiiſlion for Plantation of Kirks, as rhey woy 
not be found cenſurable for neglet. And that every Pres 
bytery ſerd into the next General) Asſcmbly the names al 
all their Pariſhes , with declaration which of them have MF 
niſte1s, which nct, w hat is the Jargenesſc of the bound 
. comms 


T Aeembly, 1647. 53 
|  commodious or incommodious fituation of each Pariſh 
+4 Kik, whatis.the number of Communicanss - what Kirks 
;} areunder Patrons, whatnot, whoare the ſeverall Patrons, 
F what is the nature and quantitie of the preſent proviſion » or 
'F poſſible ground of further proviſion for competent Mainten- 
| ce, where the ſame is nor ſufficiently provided already ; As 
alſo, what Pariſhes are united or dilunited er bettered alrea- 
*F dy: andin what meaſure by the ſaid Commiſlion, that the - _. 
©} 6-nerall Aſſembly being acquaint therewith , may doe ac- ; 
x | cordingly both for cepſuring Negletters, and finding out 
4 $4 Overcures for better furtherance of rhe Work for time 
JF to com. Moreover itis herereby Ordained , Thar the. 
tf nextenſuing Provinciall Synodes , crave account of the ſe- 
ef yerall Presbyteries their diligence, And prefle that they. 
» | haveit ready in writ to preſent ro the Provinciall Synodesin 
April next ro come , that ſo all may bY readineſſe and the 
. lyAſſembly. 


ull account made at the next Genera 
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AT for cenſuring abſents from the 
Generall Aſſembly. 


p, 
od © 
Tt. 
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®©T He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the abſence of many 
Commillioners in this and orherpreceeding Aﬀſembliess 
and that many of thoſe preſent have gane from the Aſſeme 
bly before the diſſolving thereof: Therefore , for remedie 
hereof in time coming Dorh Ordaine, that hereafter Every 
Commiſiioner from Presbyteries acd Univerſities who ſhall 
bz abſent from the Aﬀembly withouta reaſonable excuſe 
notified co the Aſſembly; Or who being preſent ſhall goe : 
from the Aſlembly before the diſſolving thereof withoura | 
licence, ſhall be ſuſpended by the Aſſembliy unrill che Pro- 4 
FI vinciall Synode next thereafter following, 2 
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Renovation 
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Renovation of former Atts of eANtrebly fe" | 8 
Triall and Admiſſion of Expelt nts T P 
tothe CAlimfperice #; 


He Generall Aﬀembly , doth hereby renew and cons + 
4 firme all former As and Ordinances for trialland ad-".: 
miſlion of Expectanrs rg the Miniſtery ; Eſpecially the Are” 
ticles thereanentt allowed by the Generall ATembly 1590s p 
and approven in the Aﬀemblie who, xa 1638, The thit« \' 
coats, Article concerning the age of 1ntrants to the Mini. 
ſtery and the twentie fourth Arrmcle concerning the criall of Þ 
E xpectants,Of anAQ of the ſaid Aflembly ar Glaſgew, Sell.z 
And the Atotrhe Aﬀembly at St. Andrews 1642. Sell, 7," 
concerning Liſts for preſentations fromthe King , and the 
trial ot ExpeRanrs, &c. Ordaining Presbyteries ro bſerve 
the ſame carefully in all time coming. | 
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Eodemaie , Sel. 28. Poſtmeridiem 


Renovation of the Commiſſion for proſecuting 
(the Treaty for Uniformity in England. 


 HeGenerall Aſſembly, Taking to their conſideration 

- chatrhe Treary of Uniformity io Religion in all his Mas 
jelties Dominions is not yer perf-&ed-; Therefore, Rev 
news the Powerand Commiſſion granted by preceeding At 
£ femblies for proſecuting that reacy , unto the Perſons als 
Wo, ternamed,vix. Maſter Robert Doug/as Maſter Swmyel R weherfurd 
Mafter Robert Baillie, Viaſter George Gilleſpie, Miniſters: { d. 
Tobn Earle of Lauderdaill , Fobn Lord Balmerino, and' Sit 
Archi%aldthonſfloun of Wariſtoun Elders; Authorizing them 
With full Power to proſecute the {aid Treaty of Urniformi 
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Ki, with che Honaurable- Houſes of the Paei 
L + aud che -Revorend Afcmbly of Divines there, .».....0: 48 
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Commitreces \appointed by them : : And ro Seralland cxeaF | 
ehiog which may advance, perfir , and bring char. + m4 \ 
ro an-happy conclukon , conforme to this __n - 
gen thereanenr. | | 
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REI of che Comrilſin for the piiblike 
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| Ti Generall Afﬀembly taking their emi Ke 
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prcar Work ; Dos therefore renew the Paonr and Co 


1 Fpitele, Alexander Dich fon, lob Phra Thong 


Mmrray, jen me 


affaires o f the Kirk. 


that in refpc&rhe | hop [Work of Uniforegeniity 
ligion in all his Majcfties. Dominians is ha, yer perfed 


(though by the Lords blefingiteee py iS3$ Nl ns 
Thc 
perfect "OE r 


inthe ſame) there is a necefiuy of renewie 
ons granted formerly for proſecuring an 


on granted for the publike Afﬀaires cf the Kirk by the Ge f 
nerall Afſemblies beld in St. Andrews 1642. and at Eds 4 
1643 1644. 1645. and 1646. untothe Perfons following, ; 
vi Maſters, Alexander Caſſe, Sumuel Douglas, "Robere Kawz 
liam Penman , James Guthrie , Robert 


Fletcher . Robert Lawder Andrew Stevenſon , | 


David Calderwood , James Fleming , Robert Ker ,, Fames. 


Oltoer Colt, Patrick )zbbald , andrew K 
Robert Douglas , WilamCokol, 7M 
Andrew Fai fopl s George Leſty 4 


{AJ 


mo , Patic{ nr mak Nor nagar 
lexander Leving ſtoun , Muns 
Wilkam Me wy Al, 


re Le: 
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foes 
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Naſmith ,' Francis Aird , «-Robert Birme , Thomas Kirkdldiey 
Evan Cameron Robert Blair, Coline Adam. George Hammil | 
Samuel Rutherfurd. Aexander Colwill, Jobn Raney: ? 
een , William oo er ' Thomes Melvill , John Smith, Freq” 
drick Carmichael. Patrick Gilleſpie , . Alexander Moncreif » Joh. 
Duncan, lames Sibbald , Walter Bruce , George Pittillo,, Andrew 
Aﬀieck), John Barclay , Thomas Peirſon. VVilliam Rait , David. 
Srachan, Andrew Cent , VVilliem Douglas , John Forbes , Gee 
orge Sharp, VVilliam Chalmer, Joſeph Bradie, Alexander Singer,” 
Gillbert Anderſon , VVilliam Smith Miniſters; And Archibald 
Marques of Arg:le , John Earle of Crawfurd , Alexander Ex 
of Eglintoun , V/Viliam E. of Glencairne, Jobn B. of Cafftly, 
James E, of Home, James E. of Tullibairdine , Francis E. of 
Bukeleuch, fobn E. of Lawderdaill, V/ViliamE. of Lothian, 
Temes E. of Finlatour , VV/illiam E. of Lanerk , James Earle 
of Callendar» Archibald Lord Apgus , George L. Bricheny/ 
ebn [..Yeſter , i Jobn L. Balmerino , James L. Cowper, 
ord Bargenie , Sir Archibald Jobnſtoun of Wariſtoun , Sig 
Job! Hope of Craighall, Arcbur Areskene of Scotiſcraig, Alexs. 
andey Fraſer of Phillorth, Frederick, Lyon of Brigtoun , , Jamet 
Mackdougall of Garthland , Sir VVilliam Cocyburne of Langroa, 
Sir Andrew Ker of Greinheid, Sir Heugh Canpbell of Ceſnocky 
' Sir s Levingoun of Killyth'» Sir Thomas Ruthven of Frees. 
and, Sir Gilbert Ramſay of Balmayne , John Henderſon'ob. 
Fordell , VValter Dundas younger of that ilk, Sir VV/illiam Se4- 
younger of Harden , Sir Lodovick Gordoun, Maſter Geage 
 PVantbame of Libertoun, Alexander Leving ſtoun of Saltcoatgy 
| gun Barchane of Piſhoptoun , Sir Robert Douglas of Tillique 
illie, James Pringle of Torwoodlie , Sir Iames Nicolſoneof 
Colbrandfpath , VVilliam Ker off Newtoun ,, VVilliam Forbes 
younger of-ely'> John Kennedy of Carmucks, Robert Are 
rthnot of indowrie , Alexander Brodie of Letham , Maſter 
Robert Narne younger of Strathurd.,, Maſter James Schoneir.of 
Caskeberrie , James Ruchbeid , » Lawrence Henderſone , James. 
Stewart ; . Navid Douglas , dom Jaffiey George Porterfs 
Jobn Semple, Jobn Kenneds,, VVilliam Glendinning, Maſter Fol 
Coran, . John MilfElders: Giving unto them full Power at 
Commiſhon, -to doe all and every thing for proſecurngy 
advancing , 'perfeQing , and bringing the ſaid Work..at 
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VUniformity F- 
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"A : | Aﬀemby Y 1627. | 55> 
31. Odiforticy in Religion-in all his MajeſtienDominiongto a 
34 happy concluſion, conform ro. the tormer.Commillionsgran= 
ted by preceding Aſſemblies thereanent, And/tarhareffet, 
Appoints them or any-feventeenc of.them ;/' whereof thic-' 
tezne Aball bee. Miniſters, tro meerheer an rhis City an the: 
afternoone at four hours, and thereafter upon the laſt Weds 
neſtiayes of November , February, and May next, and- 
upon any other day, and in any other place they ball chiak 
fic, Renewing alſato the Perions before named , the Pa» 
wer contained 1n rhe" Act of the Aſlembly 1 643. intituled ;: 
A reference to the Commisfion anent the Perſons deſigned torepairees: 
the Kingdome of England; As likewife the Power contained 1a: 
the Act of Alſemolie 1644. Sefl: 6. for ſending Miniſters ter 
the Armie- And further, in caſe Diliaquents have no'cons 
ſtant refidence in any one Presbyreric; Orif Presbyreries be. 
negligent or overawed , an theſecaſes , The Afemblie 
ves ra the Peeſons befare named , full power of cenſuring 
Complyers and Perfons diſaffected ro the Covenant accatd- 
ingto the Acts of Afſemblie ; Declaring always and Provi- 
ding , that Miniſters ſhall not bee depo!ed bur in-one of the” 
Quarterly meetings of this Commiſſion ; With full powert@. 
theme@creatand determine inthe matrersaforeſaid , and in 
allother matters referred untothem by this. Aﬀſemblie , as 
fully and freely as if the ſame were here particularly expreſ- 
ſed > and with as 2mple power as any Commiſiion of any for- 
mer Generall Aſſemblies hith had, or been in uſe of before; 
They being alwayes for their whole proceedings countable 
to, andCcenſurableby the ne«t Generall Aflembly. . 
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Deſires and Overtures from the Commiſſio- 
ners of Univerſities » and the Aſemvlics 

| _ anſwer thereto. « 
t. T He Commiſſioners of Univerſities repreſenrs roathe. 
Afembly: Firſt, That the Overtures of the Asſem- 

£Y bly 2643. for the viſitatiou'of Schoaly! and advaticemetic of 
Y carving are yer y much negleRed. _ - 292.5T& A 
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| e co, C2776 
- 3» Tharir were good toexhorr all fthe Univerſities, N 
be carcful ro take account of all their Schollers on the Saba 
bathday of the Sermons - and of their leflons of the | 


- 5 ae this Overture , end recommends ag: 

3. Thar all toUniverkcics bee exhorted to ſend their com. 
miſſiogers inſtructed with anſwers to the Overtares agreed; 
pag the Commiſſioners of Univerfities , and which 
from this meeting of their Commiſſioners ſhall bee commus, 
nicate to them , 'and this to bee when their Committios: 
ners come in Februar or March to the Commiſlion of the: 


Kirk, Jo. 
The|Afremblic reccommends to Umwerſitles to bee careful 


4. That the Overtures concerning the providing, of 
Burſars for Divinity be recommended to Presbyteries and 
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Synodes» and thatthey reporttheir diligence to rhe nexg/ 
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Aſſembly. | + 
The aſſembly «llowes this Article , and recommends acony. 
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Edimburgh 1. September 1 647. Sell. Ule. 4 


T he Aſſemblies Letter to their Countreymen: 
in Polcland, Swedland, Denmarke, . 
\; #74 Hungarie, = 

Unto the Scots Merchants and others our Countrey People ſeattered 
ez Poleland , Swedland , Denmark , and Hungary ; The' 
General Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland withetbGrace Mercy? 
Peace from Godour V ather, and from the Lord jeſus Chrifl.” 
A Z'bouchthis Kirkof Scaled, whiles ſpoiled ofberLid}* 

k bertiesunder che Prejatical tyrannie, had much ifficul- 

C | La 


Dams P=prRrce Po rw ©. * ww HH o&© ry, me 


wo . 


”  TAfemby, 1647. 384: 


7 tle 304 wreſtling to preſerve the rrue- refermed Religion: 
7 from being quite {ap 16 among ourſclyes; yer 
©J the mighty 8 our-ſtretched arme of che Lord: our God hath 
{F broughtus our of that Egype, and hath reſtored” co us well 
« { conſtituted and free national Synods;, Ir battrbeen our de- 
} fireand endeayour to ſer forward che Kingdom of our Lord: 
FF Jeſus Chrift and che purity of his Oxdinances., not only 
*F throughout this Nation, but in other parts alſoſo far as God: 
|} gave us2 call and opportunity and opened a way unto us. And 
1 among other things of this nature we haye more particu 
{Þ larly raken into our ſeriours thoughts the ſad and lamentable' 
Jy condition of many thouſaands of you our Contry-men whe 
*Þ are ſcattered abroad as ſheepe having noſhepherd , andare 
"| through che-want of rhe meanesof knowledge grace and 
| falvation,expoſed to che greateſt ſpirituall dangers, whether ' 
a» __ rance or through manifold rentatians to errors: 
"9 ſe Religions , or through the occaſions and (Fares of 
ne, | 


Wee have therefore thought it incumbent to us to put you” 
&y in minde of the one thing necesſary . while you are (0 carg-! 
'J falland troubled abour rhe things of the world, Andab' 
©} though we do not diſallow your goiug obroad to tallow any 
T2 lavfnll calling or way of lively hood > yer ſeciag is cannor 
»H ra man although he ſhould gain the whole world and 
| his own ſoul , and ſecing you have travelled ſo farre, 
2 20d raken ſomuch pains ro ger uncertain riches which cannot 
*'Y deliver in the day of the wrath of the Lord , and which mem 
JF know nor who ſhall inherit; We dee from our affection 
| tothe ſalvation of your immorrtall ſouls moſt earneſtly be» 
= ſeech and warn you to cry after knowledge and lift up your 
oY voyce for anderſtanding, ſeeking her as filver, and ſearching: 
© ' forher as for hid treaſures; and ſo play the wiſe Merchants 
© purchaſing the Pear! of Price, and in laying wp @ ſure 
”- foundation orthe time tocome , by acquaintjng your ſouls 
«© Vh Felus Chriſt , and by faith raking hold'of im whoſe 
Ts grace is now offered and held ont to finnzrs \, ex- 
IF Gluding none among all che kindreds of t heearth who will 
5d 997 unto him God forbid that you ſhouſg ler ſhip the __ 


-- 


dds =» TheGenerall® " 
and offefs of grace, or neglect omni of this kindefens'l 
toyou in the name of the Lord, We ſhall hope better things 
of you and that knowing the acceptable time and the day. 
of (alvation will nor alwayes laſt , 'but the Lord Jeſus is 29! 
be revealed\fram-heaven with his 'mighty Angels » in flas, 
ming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God and: 
_ abeynotthe Goſpel , you will the rather beſtirre your ſel 
{elves timely andjwith-all diligence ta ſeek the Lord while: 
he may bee found, to endeavour that you may have among! 
you the ordinary means of grace and ſalvation , ro pray that. 
God would give you Paſtors according to his heart, wha. 
ſhall feede you with knowledge and underitanding,: ro con» 
fult alſo and agree among your ſelves with conſent of your 
Superiors under whom you live -{ whoſe favour and good 
will we truſt will not be wantingtoyou in ſo good and ''ne« 
ceſſarya work ) for ſetting up the warthip of God and Ec 
Clefiaſticall Diſcipline among you a wa to the: form 
eſtabliſhed and received in thts your mother Kirk, and forg: 
Way of (erled maincenance to Paſtors and Teachers, Which 
it yoa do;, our Commiſſioners appointed to meet fram tims. 
totime in the intervall berwixt this and the next National F 
Aſſembly, will bee ready (upon your defire made known 
rothem) to provide ſome able and godly Miniſters for youy 
as likewiſe to communicate ro you our Direfory far the: 
publike worſhip of God , and our farm of Eccleſiaſtical Gos 
vernment and Diſcipline ; tozether with the Confeffion of 
Faith and Catechiſme. or” 
And in the meanetime we exhort you that ye neglect noe 
the Worthip of God inſecret and in your families , and thay 
ye continue ſtedfaſtin the Profeſſion of that faith in which} 
yeo-were baptiſed » and by a godly, righteous , and ſobe 
converſation adorn the Goſpel ;. and with all, chat diſtane# 
of place make you nor the lefſe ſenſible of your Countries: 
ſufferings, both in reſpect of che juſt judgements of God for" 
the finnes of the land , and in reſ peCt of the malice of En** 
mies for the Common Cauſe & Covenant of the three Kings 
dom3 , of which happie conjuncion , notwithſtanding Ww# 
do nor repentus, but by the grace of God ſhall continus 
faithful and ſtenglalt therein. $ 3% 


| 2] - ws Tz z _— x = Sw a ls a6 4 ADE — ——— _—_ .Y 


-- 


SH RQORBASER 27S 


"II 


Aſfembly, 1647:  FALD "365 


© This Letter wee have though fit ro bet Printed '2nd pub- 


Iſhed, that it may be with the greater-eale and conveni 
conveyed to the many ſeveral places of your habitation of 
traffique. Confider what we have ſaid; aa&#the Lord give 
you underſtanding in ll thin The grace of cur Lord Jex 
Jus Chriſt be with youll, men, LET! 


* Edgwungh » Auguſt 31* Y6597: 
Subſcribed in name %of the Generatt 


.. . Aſſembly of the Kitk of Scotland 
' », Mir Robert Dauglaſſ Moderator. NN ES 
Atconcernin g rhe Hundred and eleven Pros 
hs poſe tions rberein nentoNed.” 
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Eing tender of ſo greatan FELL by Solis 
Pio. lincezely, really , 96 d coſt $0.ens. 


deavour in our Place, and Calling eſerva 
of the Reformed Religion 1 1n this K Of eh Do” 
Gine, Worſhip, Diſcipline or j- oVErn, we the 


mares, of Religioni in. the Pangdormety RG ,of. 

» in DoQrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, an a Gone ; 
menes;'2ccording tothe Word - God Tndihe\ ex; i 
the del) Helene Kirks,and ” endeavour, hepa 
junChon, and Uniformity- in all. theſe.,,.tc 1 
extirpation of Hercſie - Oranges) o Fraroter bl 
bee. found contrary to ſound. Droditine, :., And confi= 
dering withall that one of the ſpecial) mes + which OY | 
meth us in our Places and.Callings to'u 
theſe ends; is in zeal forthe true Reformed 


our publike reſtimcny agaipſt rhe dange 15 Religion. ) Þ þ 
raſtiamſmme , Independencze, 2nd which 1s falſely calle 


of Conſcience, which are notonly contrary, to ſound Do >Aianes 
'but more ſpeciall lets and Dang G nog to the. prelet- 


vation of our own Ee Da Gying, W 1Þ, Diſcphia ie, 
and Goyern ment, as tothe Work ſo, ation and U= 


niformity 1 in EY and Ireland: c 'Gcuezal} Aﬀem- 


LPs , 


'266 The General : 
bly -upon theſe conſiderations, having heard publikely tra 
the CXI * following Propoſitions exlybired yew tact 
and pot ye ſome No_ , who ware he » dove Primed. 
appointed toprepare Articles or Fropoſitt- v=t e they. 
ons for heads of the Trueth ie theſe ys 4 oy inte 
rticulars - Both roman approve & 6 do Ave : 
*agree unto theſe eight generallHeads of Do- 1 
rine therein contained andaflerced + Nig». I, That the M. 
niſtery of the Word and rhe Adminiftration of the Sacra« 
merts of the New Teſtament, Baptiſme and rhe Lords Sups. 
per ,» p#ſtanding Ordinances ihſticuted by God himſelf tg: 
continue in the Church to the &nd ofthe World. 2. That 
ſuchas Adminiſter the Wordaug Sacraments , J 
didly-calleg dined the 0. 3. Th ECTib» 
$aſticall cenſuregareproper and ptcyliar to be inflited onely 
npon ſnch as bear Office tn the Kirk z Other ceuſures 
commonand may bee inflicted both on Miniſters and. ochs 
Members of thERirk, 4. That the cenſure of Tuſpeaſ 
fromthe Sactamentof the Lords Supper , inflictedberat 
of $toffe ignorance, -or beceuſe ofa ſcandalons life and cob 
tibn', As fkewiſe the cenſure of Excommunication 
ting our of the Kirk flagitions or £contumactous offetidery; 
Both the ore cenſgre! and the other is warranceble by at 
Raft dntcint Word of God, antis necesſaty (tht6 
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Fe of divine mſtirution )- to beinthe Kitk, 3, Thats 
he Rights, Power, 'and Authoriryofthe Civil} Magittrat&'Y 
Eto 'b Cougar mah moan, ro the Word of God » 2nd If | 
Fs Confeſſions of the Faith of the Reformed Kirks 3 SoR&'Y 
3s m6 les\e true andcertaine , thar Jeſus Chriſt , the '6ndly Y/ 
exdand onely King of the Kirk , hath inflticuted' andapeyy + 
6intedd Kirk Goverritnent diltin& from the Civill Govett®' 
hee of Magiſtracte '.6: That the Ecdefiaſtical Governinens 
*Gomtnicred and 'intruſted by Chriſt ro the ASſemblies OY , 
heKirk, made op of the Miniftersof the Word ati] Ruling 
Fiders. 7. . That the lesſer and inferiour Ecelehiafticall 
xsſemblics , ought.co bee ſithordivare and ſabjeR unto the. 
peater ahd 1661 2 Emer *N _—_ pin bar | 
tanding heredf,, 'the Civil Magiftrare may and ought 10! 
Iuppridit dy eprovrall or Civil pupllagents , _ 
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be the Face ofe ok Pedaay o 

howſocver oppo rhe authors rae | 

oreſaid errours reſpettively ) the Generall Aſemb! do 
firmely beleeve, own. .maintaine , and commend" unts 
hers. asSolde, True, xe, gropilurondia 
Word of God , conſonant. to the judgement both 
cient and the beſt Reformed Kirks-..., And becauſe t WADE 
ſembly. ( a x the-multitude of other necesſary 
ſing buſſineſle) eanngr now have ſo much leiſure, al jene | 
mine and conſider particularly the foreſaid CXI. Propofi 
tions 3 Therefore , a more particular examination theres 
is committed atid. referred ro the Theplogicall, faculties in 
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the four Uuiverſities of this Kingdome,, .,and the 


of cach of theſe faculties concerning ihe int 
w bee ed _ har pens en NE * 
meine while:, Printed, 
thar Copies bs pow ly; 
ie niay be free for any. 7c pleaſeth to 


nown or ſend their. ;ndgemens conaring he 
Beta n next Ay | 
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' Thar all Stndeits of Philofophic Ut their entry and at 
Lawtearion : bee holden to ſubſcribexhe LeAvue and Con W- 
- varcandbeurged therers,and-all other Perſons as rhey come 
toage and diſcretioir before 'thet? Axe Feceiving rhe Ca 
ans. of the Lords Supper. 

*-* The Aſſembly approves this Obernire 

*  Whercas divers Mmifterswant Manfles and Gleebs L wes þ 

others have their Gleab- fo divided:it: Parcells , or lying {@ 

Fire fromtherr Chargeas the Miniſters are thereby much 
adp ed: Wedeſire- that this Generall Aſſembly Villres 


rn 
p 22 pI Irto bee helped by the Parliament ; z; -Or Commits | 


zee for phnring of Kiths, in the beſt manner that their Lord 
ſhips £can adviſe. ws, i 
liereas' divers: Kiiks were Hncotimddionſ -unined i 
otrupt times z we:defire thar theiſanie be now 1{membryy 
Gl agd' adjoynee ro' other Kirks+, «ar-exetted in-Kirksh 
ves alon<4- and when theprefne idcumbentsag ; ] 
| bla ve pl thEſame'to: bes Yecommend rothe:P 
"Fainenmt ard; 'Committetfor plantation of Kirks , Provid 
Awayes, that thepreſont-Miniſterswho have Iaboured a 
Grmttired the hed? &fday'i- may enjoy the benefir of ſuchq 
cclls as are taken from th:m during their life, 2:20 bis! 
The Aſſemblydoth + hn theſe two Articles, and Re 
pupae Pyar: decdingb ona dag fare 
eſtedin the particulars the ſame 
BS Ye Eo Sen i lang 
| flon appttuted bake fo hen a Kink k 


He Generall Aﬀetnbly;” Doe\ et.againe rcecomment 
: cesbyteriesand Provinciall Afermblies , to conſider 
Bert bs 'formarlyteferred-rintorhem:by preceding Aﬀ 
* blies;-and delires: rhartheir opinions:concerning the 


"be reporte@in wrices re next Generall Aflembly.,-; tra | 1 


this day a bpontted ; that the next Generall Aſſembly ihallua 
+ [etnies Vee Io 149, 'X '# 
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re luly 12. 1648. Poſtmr idiem, Sefl. 1. 
Il The Letter from the Synod of Divines in Eng< 
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''-- Right Honourable , right Reverend , and dearly beloved 
Brethrenin JESUS CHRIST, 


2X S we have great cauſe to blefſe God for the bro- 
+AYY cherly Union of theſe twoNationsin the common 
KH E Caule of Religion and Liberry,and for thar good 
> hand of bleſtng which hath accompained the 
Joynt etideavours of borh, in the proſecution rhereof: So 
we cannot but be ſadly and deeply ſenſible of thoſe many 
obſtructions and difficulties, wherewith God in his wiſdom 
thath ſeen good ro.cxerciſe his Servants in both Kingdoms 
In the carrying on of that work, wherein they ſtand fo' 


S£K + : 


TY much ingaged. Herein he hath clearly manifeſted his own | 


| ” power , wiſdom» and goodneſſe for our encouragement 
*F totruſt him in the managing ofhis own Work , and our ut- 
=} ter inability xo effe&t it of our (elves ; thereby ro rrain us up 
F102 more humble and faichfull dependeacy upon himro 
[ HY do all , when we by our own wiſdom and ſtrength 
JF cando nothing. Our Rs” we mult confeſle, _ 
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370 The Generall 

and have been many, and yetin the midſt of them all we cy 
net but thankfully acknowledge it is a roken for good , and 
that which hath bin and ſtill is a great comforr and refreſhin 
to our hearts, thar God hath given you wiſdom timely 
forcſee'approaching dangers, bur eſpecially to bebold ; a 


the ſtedfaſtneſſe of your Faith, in thar borh formerly yo Þ + 


have been and at preſentare able totruſt God in ſtraits 
ro appear for him 1n greateſt dangers, ſo your eminent faiths 
fulneſſe andinregrity 4n your firm adberingro your firft pris 
ciples , and Chiefly tn your conſtancy and zeal for the pr» 
ſervation and. proſecution of the Solemn League and-Covs- 
nant, ſo Religiouſly ingaged in by both Kingdoms? 
your vigorous purſuance whereof , with much thar 
neſſe ta God, We are very ſenſible moreparticularly of ye 
ſteering ſoſteady , and even a courſe berween the danger 
rocks of Prophaneſle and Mahgnancie on rhe one hand, 


of Errour , Schiſme, Herefie and Blaſphemy on the otheff 4 


hand; as alſo of your conftant defiresand endeavoursts 
ſerve the Peace and Union berween the two Nations 
nearly and ſo many wayes United- Tnallwhich we humbly 


acknowledge the mercy and faithfulnefle of God in guiding. 


you ſo graciouſly hitherco;and through his affiſtance we ty 
ſill be ready roafford you the beſt help & incouragement; 
our prayers and praiſes to God on yonr behalf; having 
confidence that he who hath already vouchſafedjyouant 
fo many bleffed pledges of his favour , will in his ownt 
and way accompliſh his own Work, which ſo mucheg 

cerneth his own Gloryand his Peoples good. To his m 

gracious protection & guidance in theſe doubrfiilf and 

eroustimes we humbly commeng you and all yourho 

. Vu , and reſt, 

Weſtminfler Juue 7. Subſcribed in the name and by the apain 
1648. ment of the whole nth by us... 
Direfl F 

To the Right Honourable , | 

Right Reverend, the Charles Harle, Pro 


Generall Afembly ofjthe William Gouge , Afﬀeſſer 
Church - of Scothind , Henry Renee » Sera 
eld, S 


or their Commuſlioners. Adoniram By 


F 
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i + Tuly-r5. Antemeridiem, Self AV. 
| of 7 concerning Commisſions from Bay obs, 


| I is reſolved by the' General Aſtembly , uatif the mate 

F#_conceraſog Commmiliogers from'urghs be further 

if chought upon , thatin the megn rime Is, to the ordie 
way vo Commiſſion to the 7 Generall Aﬀembly'be 
ts pur pre whey ara orga » ſhall = conſented tO, 

Sf i the Miniſtry onsthercot , the per- 
{ons tected being always Elders. by 


_—— 
OD. 
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* July 18. 1648. Avemeridien. Sel VL 


ny AFR concerning the examining of the proceed- 
ings of che Cammiſſioners of d{ſtrablics- 


THE Generall Aſembly renewsand revives the Atof 


the Aﬀembly holden at Pept ond Amo 1 601+ Concern- 
| of the Cortmifſion 
a— own. The 


| y of , toe opened og ſo 
Eno per Feng Laan age, 
ifion in the kewins the Aſiemby , before any other 
67 matter bo handled aud their proceedings #0 be allowed or diſal- 
{ «5 the Aﬀenbly hall think os pedicm 


Ae. a cette nt 


| -tuly 18. 1648. Poſtmeridiem. Seff. V 11. 
y Srprobation of the proceedings of theCommiſ/* 
fit of rhe preceding &ſembly, 


ny THE Generall Aſſembly having examined the proceedings 
= oftheCommiſſion of- the receeding Aſſembly, _ 
My. heir SER : oy FW ; Reproſe <grn* 

as 
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37% * TheGenerall © | 
tions » Petitions., Vindication, and other Papersrelating 
to the preſent Engagement in War , Do unanimouſly finde 
that wn al! their, proceedings,+they have been. 0 
diligent and Faithfallin diſcharge of the truſt commuted iq} 
them ;. And therefore ratific and approve the whole procee; 
dings »* Acts and, gonclufions of the {aid -Commullion ; ab 
particularly their Papers relating, ro the ſaid Engageme t 

and their judgement of che unlawfulnefſe thereof , Appoir 

ting Mi John Monereiff Moderator protemporeto return them 
hearty thanks 1a vame of the Aſembly for ther great I. 


travells & fidelity in matters of ſo great concernment to the 
Cauſe of Gol and to this Kirk , admidſt ſo great and mat 
difficulties. "IT 


— 


luly.20. 1648. Poſtmeridiem , Sel..X, th 
Approbation of the larger Catechiſme. 
2-2 Generall Aflembly having exa&ly examined Ea 


 — yy 


ſeriouſly conſidered; the larger Catechiſme agreed upe 

by the Aſſembly of Divines fitting at V/Veſtminſler with *3 
ſtance 'of Commiſſioners Hom this Kirk , Copies thereof 
being Printed , and ſent to Presbyreries for the more exat 
tryall thereof, and publick intimation being frequently” 
made in- this Aſſembly , that every one that had atiy doubls 
or objetions upon it ,. might put them in 3 Do finde 'upow 
due examination thereof, Thar the ſaid Carechime 

GIS tothe Word of God , and in nothing contrary t 
the received DoCtrine , Worſhip, Diſcipline and Goyerts 
ment of this Kirk, a necesſary part of the intended Unifors 
mity in Religion ,. and arich treaſure for increafing kn&w* 
ledge among the People of God, and therefore the Asſem®* 
bly , as they blesſe the Lord that fo excellent a Carechiſn 
_ ispreparad ſothey Approve the fame as a part of Unifors 
mvty 3 Aprecing for their part, thatirbe a common Cate 
chiſme for-the three Kingdoms , wndaDirecocr ft Jas 
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rechiſing ſuch as have made-ſome proficiency in 
ledge of the grounds ofReliglon« oo _* 
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July 21. 1648. Antemeridiem; Sel. 11. y 
AZ againſt ſudden admitting depoſed Mini” 


feers to particul ar Congregations. 


He General Aﬀembly conſidering the davger offudden 
"4 receiving of depoſed Miniſters at this time' when Ma- 
lignancy islikely toſpread 3 Therefore finding ie neceflary 
antill che ends of the Solemn League andCovenant be ſ(etled 
and ſecured to reſtrain theſuddenneſs of admitting depoſed , 
Miniſters ro 'particular charges, Do Ordainthar vorwith=- 
ſtandingany Licenſe to be granted for openingthe mouths 
of depoſed Miniſtersyet they ſhall nor be attually admitted 
toany particular Congregations without conſentof the Ge= 
nerall Affembly , Declaring for ſuch as have already-their 
mouths opened before rhe- rime , that if any calling to a 

icular charge offer unto them before the next Aſſembly » 
it ſhall be ſufficient for them ro. bave che: conſent of the 
Commiſſioners of this Generall Aﬀembly, 


SAP BY Fes. 
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* July 25. 1648. Antemeridiem. Seff: 14+ * 


ary TheA  ſSemblies Anſwer to thePaper ſent from 
= {the Committee of Eſtates of the 24. Fuly. 


. 


Ti: Generall Aſſembly having conſidered the. Paper of 

© the 24. Zuly delivered to them from the conference, and 

27 ifiving compared it with the other RBaper of the 17. 'of July 

or © preſented fromthe HonourableCommitrtee of Eitaxes whe- 

F reunto it relates, and with the. Declatation lately emirred 

x | by the Commintee to the Parliament and Kingdom of Enge 

me $ lord, finde that it is ſuppoſed by their, Lordſhips,,, that we 

ors } may be ſatisfied in point of the ſecuriry of Religionaccords 

;F ingto the Covenant ; notwthſtanding of the preſent engage» 

6} mentin war; The Afſembly dotherefoxe.in anſwer co; the 
I kid Paper declare, 4 21k Vs r9veuty 2bd55s 

þ | ; +8 885702035 * —_— 
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Thit wefee nd poſſibiliry of ſectring Religion, day's In 


rr eour Engagement is: carried on, Religion 
t gready entaagered \b | 
I, Becauſe none of the juſt and. necesſary defires of the 
| Cortmiſſion of the [ate General Asſembly for (EcuringRelþ 
gon have bin granttdor ſatisfied ; More particularly itway 
reprefented ro the High and Honourable Court of Parks 
ment, thar for ſecuring of Religion. ir was nec i 
the Popiſh ; Prelaticall and Malignant party , be declared 
Enemies roche Cauſe upon the one hand , as well as SeQ« 
ries upon the other , and thar all Asſociations , either m 
Forces or Councels with the former as well as the latter by 
avoided. Thar his Majeſties Conceſſions and offers concern 
ing Religioo , ſent home from the Ifle of V/V/ijghe , be dec 
red by theParliament to be unſatisfattory , Lnar beforchig 
Majeſtiesreſtirntion to the exerciſe of his Royall power aſus} 
rance be had from his Majeſty by his ſolemn Oatb under his 
hand and Seal for ſettling Religion according to the Coves 
nant, That their Lordſhips ſhopld keep them(clvyes from I 
ewning any quarrel concerning his Majeſties Negarive voice $ * 
T hat the managing of the piiblike affairs , might be intruſted; 
onely to fuch perſons as haye piven conſtant proof of rheix 
integrity , ind api whottt there is no juſt cauſe of exceps 
tion or jealouſie ; and that there might be no —ogagemery 
withollt a ſolemn Oath , wherein the Kirk ought ro hayd 
the ſame 'iritereſt they had in the folenmm League and Coves 
nang 3 All which are more particularly expresſed in the P# 
ers giveriiti by che Conimiſfion of the late Asſembly toth 
#t11ament; notwithſtanding the Engagement hath 
tarried 6n without ſagyfattion to theſe and the like del 
and ſo without giving ſecurity in the point of Religion , bu 
with great and manifeſt lg ro the ſame. lo 
2. Asthe happy Unionof the Kingdoms , by the folems 
League and Covenant hath been juſtly looked upon as alſ# 
Ciall means for preſery ing 2nd ſtrengthening the true R&Yj- 
formed Religion In this Iſland, So it 1s no lesſc weakened # 
hurtby endeavouring a breach berween theſe Kingdoms 


- Which howſoever diſclaimed,is yer manifeſt from the reaky | 
tyof the publike proceedibg#-in this Engagement » 
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namely from the negleR of endeavouring a Treaty berween 
the Kingdoms for preventing of War and bloodſhed as was 
earneſtly defired , from their aſſociating and joyning with 
known Malignants and Incendiaries , and fuchas have been 
declared Eeemies to this Cauſe, from their entring the Kinge 
dom of. England with an Army , upon the grounds ofthe De 
Elaration of thePaliament, which cannot but infer a National 

uarrel againſt the Parliament and Kingdom of E » and 
from cherr Fareiſomang the frontireTowns of that Kingdom. 
' 3+ The Engagement is carried, on by ſuch means and 
ways , as tend tothe deftroying of Religion , by enſnaring 
nd forcing the conſciences of the people of God with un. 
lawfull Bands and Oathes , and opprefliing the Perſons and 


+ Eſtates of ſuch as have been moſt aCtive and zealous for Ree 


ligion and the Covenant. All which is ſtrengthened and au- 
thorized by Acts of Parliament, appointing that all chardo 
not obey , or perſwade others not to obey the Reſolutions 
of Parliament and Committee anent this Engagement , or 
who ſhall not ſubſcribe the AR and Declaration 6f the 10. 
June , 1648, impoſed upon all the SubjeQts , ſhall be hols 
den as enemies tothe Cauſe and to Religion » and have their 
perſons ſecured , and'their Eſtates inrromitted with. 

4. The Engagement is carried on , not without great en- 
croachments upor the Liberties of the Kirk, as we are rea= 
dy to clear in many particulars, 

wherefore the ſecurity of Religion, and carrying on of 
the preſent Engagement being inconſiſtent, We do pro» 


_ poſe for the neces(ary ſecurity and ſafery of Religion, that 
allthe dangers thereof may be takenito confideration, and 


amongſt the reſt the ſaid Engagement as one of rhe greateſt 


. which yer being eſtabliſhed and authorized by At of Par= 


liament ,” we leave it to their. Lordſhips to think of whar 
remedies may be provided for redreſlin 4 | which 
flow fromſuch Ads and Ordinances. 1s we are fure of, 
the publike defires of the Kirk will abundanrly witnefſe 


ff for us , that ſuch things as were neces(ary forthe ſecurity 
_ of Religion , were in due ſeaſon repxeſented, & yer nor 
- Eranted, by chem thar had greater power & authority ar thar - 
F _ 2mme_wheg it was much more eaſe ro'give {atisfaGtion the- 
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reinthen now; So thar the blame cannorlye upon rhe Geneg) 
ral Aſſembly or their Commiſſioners that Religion is not ſe- 


| mittee of Eſtates, of the date x2 . of June, 1 648. both pubs. 


former Principles and Vows in the ſolemn League and Cox 
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Iuly 28. 1648. Antemeridiem, Sel. X V III.” 
A and Declaration againſt the AH of Par... 
liement & Committee of Eſtates ordained to be ſubſcri«. 
bed the 10, andi2.of Fune, and againſt all new Oathes 
or Bands in the common Cauſe impaſed without 
conſent of the Church, 


TJ HE General] Afſembly taking to conſideration a Decla« 

ration and ACt of Parliament ,- of the date 10. of fune, 
1648, highly concerning Religion , and the conſciences of 
the People of God in the Land, and one A of the Come! 


liſhed io Print , whereby all Subje&s are Ordained by ſubs 
ſcription to acknowledpe as juſt, and oblige themſelves rg" 
adhere unto the ſaid A and Declaration , containing an: 
obligation upon their honours and credirs , and as they de-" 
firero be, andtobe holden, as lovers of their Country: 
Religion , Laws and Libexties, to joyn ard concur with: 
their Perſons and Eſtates 1n the-afliſtance of the execution, 
gnd obſeryation of the As and Conſtitutions of this Pars 
liament,as the moſt fir and neceſſary remedies of the by-gone' 
and preſent evils and diſtractions of this Kirk and Kingdom, 
and forthe preſervation of Religion, Laws and Liberties 
and of his Majeſties authority , with certification that ſuch 
as refuſe or delay to ſubſcribe the ſame, ſhall be holden as 
Enemies and Oppoſites ro the Common Cauſe , conſiſting: 
inthe maintenance of the true reformed Religion , of rhe 
Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom and of his Majeſties aus 
thority, Which-ſubſcription the Aſſembly cannot others» 
wiſe look upon, then as a ſnare for the People of God ts: 
aqvolye them in guiltineſſe,, and ro draw them from their: 


enant. For that ſubſcription were an approving of ſome® 
Acts of Parliament, which.they have neyer yer ſeen nop! 
| | knowl HS 
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| konwn, they nor being all publiſhed , 'were an agreeing ts 
2F as of Parliament , highly concerning Religion and the. 
*F Covenant, made nor onely withour, but expreſly{againſt the 
adviſe of the Kirk , were an acknowledging of this preſent 
| Engagement1n War , in all the means and ways for promo+« 
*| | ving the ſame; ro be the moſt fit and neceſſary remedies of 
| the by-gone and preſent evils, whereas ſo many Petitions 10 
the Parliament , from Committees of War, Synods, Preg=. 
s byceries and Paroches have made irappear , that they are no 
way-ſatisfied therewith in point of conſcience ; - were an 
-Þ aſcribing ofa power to the Parltament , ro declare theſe to 
be enemies to the true Religion , whogg the Kirk hath nor. 
= {| declared to be ſuch bur rather friends ; were an approving 
+, | ofan Act made for the reſtraining rhe liberty of printing; 
xf | from the Kirk, yea and of all the Atts of rhe Committee ot 
= | Eftares, ro be made in'timecoming, till March 1650. which 
= | by Act of Parliament are ordained to be obeyed 3 were an 
z<. | allowing of Acts for ſecuring of the perſons. and intromet= 
q_Þ ting with the Eſtates of ſuch as themlelves ſhall nor obeys or 
n-Þ perſwade others nor ro obey reſolutions concerning this En 
| gagement”, and for proteCting perſons under Kirk Cenſures,, 
and ſoan infringing and violating of the Liberties and Diſ- 
hb © cipline ofthe Kirk eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, ' 
> Band (worn to in the Nationall Covenant to be defended , 
under the pains conrained in the Law of God, And in alh 
theſe, ſuch as doſubſcribe , do binde themſelyes not only 
to active obedfence in their own perſons , but ro the urging 
of active obedience upon all others, . and ſo draw. upon 
themſelves all rhe guilrines({e and fad conſequences of the, 
preſent engagement; Yea , ſuch as are Members of Parlia« 
ment, and have 1n the Oath of Parliament {worn not ro Vore 
or conſent to any thing , but what rotheir beſt knowledge 
ismoſt expedient for Religion, Kirk and Kingdom , and 
accordingly have reaſoned againſt, and dis{ented from divers 
Acts of chis Parliament , Theſe by the ſubſcription ofthis 
AQ, cannot eſchew the danger of perjury , in obliging 
themſelves to ative obedience ro theſe As, whichaccord- 
Ingo their Oath, they did judge uylawfull, Neither can 
be 38. AR of the Parliament 1640. wherein ſucha kinde'of 
| | Aag Baud 
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Band was enafted to be ſubſcribed by any precedent orWaxg. 


rant for {ubſcibing of this At ; For ir plainly appears by 
narrative of that A& omitred in this Band , hefe ayRnh Ac On 
rencethere 15 between the condition of affairs then & now, 
Then the Kings Commiſſioner had left and diſcharged thefiz- 
ring of rheParl.chen theParl. for fitting was declared Traitors 
and Armies 1n England and Ireland prepared againſt them j 
then not only the Acts, but the very authority of Parliameny 
was called in queſtion, then Kirk and Stare were united iq; 
the Cauſe againſt che Malignant party , then nothing was 
dererminedin Parliamentin matters of Religion without, 
much lefſ2 againſt thp advice of the Kirk: Bur beſide that, jg 
was not thought expedient by the State, that thatBand ſhould 
be prefled through the Kingdom, The caſe now nor onely 
difters from what was then, Buris in many things juſt cons 
rary,as is evidentto all who will compare the rwo together, 
And therefore theGenerall Aſſembly profeſlingw all render 
reſpe@ to the high and Honourable Court of Parliament and 
Commirtee of Eſtares, bur finding a ſtrattertye of God lyi 
ppon their Conſciences, that they be not found unfaith 
warchmen, and betrayers of the ſouls of theſe commitrted:eg 
their charge, Do unanimouſly Declare the foreſaid ſubſcrips 
tion to be unlawfull and finfull. And dowarn,: and inthe 
Name of the Lord Chargeall the members of this Kirk , xg 
forbear the ſubſcribing of che ſaid AR and Declaratiou,much 
more the urging of the ſubſcription thereof, as they would 
not incur the wrath of God , and the Cenſures of the Kirk 
And conſidering how neceffary it is that according to the 
eight deſire of tne Commisſtoners of the Aﬀſembly ro the 
Parliament , the Kirk might have the ſame intereſt 
any new Oathes in this Cauſe, as they had inthe ſolemg 
League and Covenant , and what dangers of contrads 
Rory Oathes, perjuries and ſnares to mens conſciences 
may fall out otherwiſe : Therefore they likewiſe Enjoyn 
all rffe members of this Kirk, to forbear the (wearing, fubs 
ſcribing or prefling of any newOarhes orBands in thisCauſe, 


without"weor® and concurrence of the Kirk , eſpecially 
any nega 1 hinher vr ot wor limitol 
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refrain them in-che duties whereunto they are obh 
fationall or ſolemn League” arid Covenane ,” arid whit wi 
cenificarion as aforefaid.  And@fiith aghave already preſſed 
or ſubſcribed the foreſaid Act and Declaration, The Gene- 
rall Afſemibly doth hereby exhorr them moſt earneſtly in the 
bowels of Chriſt , t6 repent of that their defeftion. And 
Ordains thar Predbyteties, or incaſe of their neghige nee < 
& beihg overawed the provincial Synods -or the C 
on of rhe Afﬀembly , which of them fall firft occur ; and. 
ji caſe of the Synods negligence, that the faid Commiſſion 
be catefull to proeced againſt, aud ceuſure the eeners 
ofthe AR acording to the quality and degree of their 6ffea« 
& as they will be anſwerable to the Generall Aſſembly ; 
2nd that therefore 'this AR be ſent to Presbyreries ro be 
publiſhed 1a the feverat Kirks of their bounds, 
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Eoderh dit Poſtjyeridiem. Self. X 1 ys | 
Approbation of #12 ſporter Catechiſme* 


Ti E Generall A femblyſhariog ſeriouſly conſidered 


the ſhorter Carechiſme, agreed upon by the Aflem- 

bly of Divinesfatting ar VV tet » with affiſtance 
of Commiſioners from this Kirk. Doe finde upon dute ex= 
amination thereof, Thar the ſaid Catechiſme is agreeable 
to the Word of God, and in nothing contrary to the re= 
ttived > DoQtrine , Wotſhip, Diſcipline and Government 
df this Kirk , And therefore Approve!the ſaid ſhorter Cares + 
Chilme as a patt ofthe inrerided Uniformiry , to be a'Dires * 
tory for Catechifing ſuch as are of weaker capacitie. 
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AF diſcharging a Bttle Catechiſme printed 
| « Edinburgh, 1647, | on 


HE Generall Aſſembly having found ina little Cz Y 
rechiſme , printed at Edifbuygb , entituled , _ Th 
. A. B. C. with the Catebhifme , Thats, toſay , an mſtrc$.. 

ane to be taught and learned of young children ,' very grofle erraurg 
inthe point of Uniyerlall Redemprion , andin the number 
of the Sacraments. , Therefore doe diſcharge the venting 
or ſelling of the ſaid Eatechiſme of the foreſa1d imprefiion, 
or of whatſoever other impreffion the ſame be of , and 
uſe thereof in Schoals or Families , Inhibitiag alſo all Prigs 
ters to reprint the ſame, And recommends to Presbyreries 
fo take ſpeciall care that this At be obeyed. | 
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Fit. Tuly 1648.' Poſtmeridiem, Sefl. 21. | 


A Declaration of the Generall Afembly cot 
eerning the preſent dangers of Religion, and cel 
» the unlawful engagement in War , againſt the Kings 
dom of England; —_ , with many neceſſary t# 
 hortations and dirfions to allthe Members © 

of the Kirk of Scotland. _ Z 


— 


I. cannot ſeem ſtrangt to any that confidereth the g n 
rruſt that lyech on us , comparing the ſame with rhe 
eminent dangers wherewith the Cauſe of God is invirs 
ned in rhis Land, if at this time We declare our ſen 
thereof, and warn the people of God from rhis watch-row@ 
of the preſent duties incombent-ro them ; Our witn pd 

151n heaven, and our record on high , that we doe | 


ehis from any disreſpet&tro- the Parliament whom we have 
honoured and will ever honour and alſo obey in all thing 
whichare agreeable to rhe Word of God , to our Solems 
Covenants : And ta the duties of qur Callings , - Ne 
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from afty difſoyalty or unduirfulneſſe to'rthe Kings Majeſtic 
to whom we heartily wiſh',/and ro his poſteriry,after hims 
2 happy Reigne over theſe Dominions , Nor from any fat 

- ous diſpoſition or fiding with this or that” party whatſoeyer » 
Nor from any contentious humour aboat light or ſmall mat 
ters/: Nor from any favour to or complyance with-SeCaries, 
2gainft whoſe curſed opinions and ungodly-pradtiſes, wehave 
heretofore given ample teſttmony , and are ſtill obliged 

' Solemn Covenant to. endeavour the extirpation of Hereſie 

and Schiſm 3 Bur from the Conſcience.ot our duty whea 
the glory'of- God , the Kingdom of his Son, his Word, 
Ordinances., Government, Covenant, Miniſtery , Con= 
ſciences of People, Peace and Liberties of the Kirk are 1n- 

——— and almoſt overwhelmed with great and growing 

ngers. 

_ How freely and faithfully the ſervants of God of old have 

rebuked fin in perſons of all ranks , nor ſparing Kings, Stas 
tesnor Kingdoms , the Scripture maketh it moſt plain twall 
that looks thereon 3 Neither want we domeſtick examples , 
ifwe -leok-back a little upon the behaviouref our zealows 
Anceſtours in this Kirk , who not only-t» their Sermons es 
yerally with great gravity and freedom reproved the finsof 
the rime, Bur more eſpecially in the Kirk Judicarories phim 
and downright dealing was moſt frequent and familiar'y as 

appears in the Aﬀembliesholdenin Janeand in Offober 15324 

in Offober 1583. in May 1592+ in May 1594. and in Mareb 
1595. And not only the Generall Aﬀembly by themſdlyes , 
bur alfo by their Commiſſioners faithfully /and- freely labows 
red to oppoſe all the ſteps of defeftion; as at other times g 
ſoin the yeer 1596. wherein four or five ſeverall rimes they 
pe moſt free admonitions ro the King , Parliament and 

ouncell , with a Proteſtation at the laſt before God » rhat 
they were free of their blood , and of wharſoever - judge= 
ment ſhould fall upon the Realm, and that they durſt not for ' 
fear of commirting High Treaſon againſt Jeſus Chriſt me * 
enely Monarch of his Kirk , abſtain any longer from figh= 
= pr their proceedings with the ſpiritual armour grate 

Fj 2<d tothem of God, and mighty in him for overthrowing 

wy all theſe bulyarks ſer up againſt his Kingdom: And in their 
© | 2 -., le ps Dceclazanon 
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38 >, The Generad 
Declaration then emitted:to the Kingdom , they ſhew 
1t was 2 wain dekgn. to haye the fregdamof the Spirit of oo 
inthe rebaoke of Sin by the mourhe ofhis Servancs reſtrain 
and cherefore they warne all Paſtours of their duty in apPlys 
jag Doctrine and free preaching, Like -as,the Aſſembly, 
24. March £595 reckons:up amongſt the corruptiens of che 
Mintſtery tobe cenſured}wich deprivation , if continued iq; 
the' nor applying their Dotftrine againſt the corrupti wy 
the time , which was renewedin our late Aﬀlembly at 
Glaſgow 1638. 'What hath been doneſince that Aﬀſemblyig 
zn-recent memory; and the!/Paperstothat purpoſe have beey 
publiſhed-in Prince, andare in thehands-0Fall.,, 1 
being warranted by the Word of -God , and encouragedby 
the forementoned examples, as after exat cxamination ; 
we have approven the proecedings of the Commiſſioners of 
+ thelaſtGenerall Aﬀembly;jandſpeciaily their Declarations, 

Defires , Repreſeritartations, Remonſtrances, Supplicgs 
tions,” Vindicationand other Papers: relating t6th 
engagmentin War , wherein'they have given good proefe 
their fidelity , wiſdom and-zeal inthe cauſe of ," So 
finde our felves neceſſitate ro make :known unto all:thePeg- 
ple of God in this Nation our ſenfe concetningthe daugey 
andgunies ot this preſent time. 4 

Thecry ofthe inſolenciesof this preſent Army fromgs 
moſt all-theparrs of this Kingdom , /hath been ſo great = 
Khath gone up to heaven , and if weſhould be ſilent, 
could not be reputed fairhfull in rhe performance of.our 
duty. Wedo-acknowledge that it1s incident ngto all Ar 
miesto be ſubje&tunto'ſome diſorders , and the Miniterl 
the Kingdom have not'been dificient in former times tore 

eſent the ſame as rhey come unto their knowledge, calling 
for the redresſe of them at their hands who had power : E 
the Commmflionersof this preſent ny from the ſeveral 
Provinces have exhibited great yariery of abominable ſcat 
&als and hainous 1mpieties and inſolencie@.commicred by 
mor fore. nu in this ſervice , whereof we think firm 
tre to give youa touch, | "= 
Agiſ tiborty-had been proclaimed tothe luſts of tewd many 
Thekc that have been. imployed injvery many places of Laney. 


Land have uſed horrible extortion of Mon eys at their plea 

ſure, and beſide the raking of vittuals as they would for their 

own uſe , they have in ſeveral places wilfully deſtroyed 
the ſame » and have plundred many houſes, taking all away 
they could anddeftroying WET COON] carry away; in 
this great oppreſſion&:{poil of as the ſufferers were mn- 
ny ſo choiſe hath been made of thoſewhoPetitionedtheHi 
and HogourableCourt of Parhiament for fatisfaftion to 
Conſciences before the Engagement , or who wereknow n 
to make conſcience ofthe worſhip of God in their Families, \ 

_ enwhom they might exerciſe their raging wrath and unſze 
rcsraar wh Nor ur 87> Fg e _=_ , xt 
eh the war had'been againſt God , ick Fafts hay 
notonly been negledted, bur rofaned by rigtous {j 1 

*and making merry, Divine Worſhip -haye been 1n many 
parts diſturbed , ſome Miniſters and people impeded (from 
coming togerher , others ſcattered] when they were .mex , 
ſome taken out of Kirksin time of worſbip, others appre- 

' bendedar:their coming out at the 'Kirk doors and 


away; Beſides thefe Miniſters in,performing the pergnt 
| have been awrors ga ict." = , hot withour b 


phemons Oathes , yeatheir perſons.in Pulpit asſaulred, noe 
'toſpeak of —_ of their $., taking ; beating, 
carrying away their perſons and detgining them for a time. *' 
And finallythar which exceds all thereſt-and is more 1umme- 
diately and direRlyagainſt God, there .hathalſo been many 
cruell meckings of his Worſhip , .and horrid blasphemies 3 
And itis notto- be maryelled that ſuchinfolencies have been 
committeU, fince there hath been admitied upog-this fervice 
ſome Papifts, ſome bloody Iriſh Rebels , tome non Cove- 
manters, and very many fugitives from Kirk Diſcipline » 
Finally , eventhofe who have been upon the late Rebellion, +1 
' andtheſe not onely common Souldiers bur Commandersgbe- 
fide many volunriers.who bavye no ſpeciall command & truſt. 
Befidesall thefe, the Libertiegof the. Kirk have been pri 
rom 


ORTROR TT 23TE IRE CS HS GE SERAST HS. 66% 


- 


voully encroached upon ; -1- By emitting Declarations 
'S 'the Parliament and Committee of -Eftates , contain! 
Y feverall chings bighly concerning Relagion without the ad- 
& Tice or conſent of che Generall Asſembly-or their: Commite 


PIT, | ” Ss. . - = 
. Loners, which was a ground 6f proteſtation to divers Menfs' 
bers of Parliament who have been moſt zealous and aftivein 
_the Cauſe. 2. The Article of Religion as expreſſed in the” 
Declaration of Parliament hath'init many dangetons exprege® 
Sans, which are particvlarly inſtanced in the Repreſentation 
. of the Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly ; And the 
. fame . Article of Religion in rhe late Declaration of the" 
Committee of Eſtates ro England 'is more unſatisfattory they 
the former : Like as in the ſaid late Declarationthere is 
| totall omiſſion of ſome moſt materiall things pretended to in 
the Declaration of Parliament as ſatisfaRory in point of ſe«' 
curing Religion , viz. the clauſe concerning ſecurity to)be 
had from his Majeſty by his ſolemn Oath under his hand an 
Seal >. that be ſhall for himſelf and his Succeffors give. his 
Royall afſent., arid agree toſuch Aer Atts of Parliamemy 
" and Billsas ſhall be preſented ro him by his Parliaments 
* both and either Kingdoms reſpectively for enjoyning Preg 
- Þyteriall Government , DireRory of Worſhip and Confes 
. Fronof Faith in all his Majeſties Dominions, and that} 
_ Majcſtie ſhall never make oppoſition to any of th6ſe, 1 
| endeavour any change thereof; alſo the clauſe againſt aſl 
- Elation with any that refuſe to rake the Covenant is omitted? 
' From all which ir may appear in how great datiger the libets 
ries of the Kirk and even Religion it ſelfare lefr. 3. Int 
cloſe of the Declaration of Pazliament, there is a new ai 
unſound glosſe put upon the Covenant and Acts of Gent 
ral Asſembly, contary to the ſenſe of the General Asſemt 
itſelf, as-is more fully expresſed/ in the. Repreſentation 
the late COmmiflion 4. No redresſe by the Parliament 
certain injuries complained of to their Lordſhips by t 
Commifkoners, of the -preceeding Generall Asſembly 
5. Endeayours to weaken and fruſtrate Kirk - Cenſures: 
makiag provitions for ſecuring the ſtipends of ſuch as ſh; 
 becenſured for their concurring in, or preaChing for ti 
preſent Engagement. 6&6, A miſrepreſentation of rhe pr# 
ccedings of the Commiſſion of the Generall Asſembly | 
the Parliaments Letter of May 11. to the ſeverall Presb 
xeries , endeayouring to incenfe them againſt the Comm 
fion of the late Asſembly and to pre-ocupic in Comrg's* 
us m1IOT 6 
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;  Aſembly,1646: - 385: 
miſfſoners to this Aſſembly. 5. Whereas there were ma” 

ay Petitions preſented rothe High and Honeurable:Cour®- 
of Parliament from rhe Commiſtioners of the General Aſ- 
ſembly, Synods &Presbyteries againſt the preſent , 
menr as ſtared in the Parliaments Declaration, yernotwi 
ſtanding of the ſaid Petitions , 'and notwnſta of many 
free & frequent warnings given byſfaithfulMiniftersin then 


Sermons , ———_———_——_ alſo that it was not unknown 
how much the generality of the wel. affe&ted in the Kingdoms 
were unſatisfied intheir conſciences with the and 
way of the ſaid Engagement, yer good people are notonely 
left unſatisfied 1n their and our defires, but compelled and 
forced either to fin againſt their conſciences ortobe hinder 
heavy preflures & burdens. 8. Yea in the late Band-injoyne& 
to be ſubſcribed by all theSubjects of this Kingdom, men are 


of © purto ir to joynand coucur with their Perſons & Eſtates» 1m 
$& © the advancement, furtherance and affiſtance of the execution 
x & obedience Kobſervarion of the ARs and conſtitutions of the. 
i Þ late Parliament; 8& conſequently, as many as think the En= 
x # gagement unlawful ſhall bind themſelves noronely for their 
own partagainſt their conſciences , but to inforce- the ſame 
AY upon others who refuſe, and ſo not- onely be © » 
@Y :buc turn oppreſſours of others. g. This all the ſubjects 


are required: by the,Act and Declaration of Parliament co 


"40 fubfcribe , as they defire robe holden true lovers of Reli= 


gion; Irbeing further affirmedin the ſaid AR and Decla- 
ation » that the Actsand Conſtitutions of the late Parlia« 
ment , are the moſt fir and neceſſary remedies for preſervas 


tf non of Religion; Where the Parhament afſume-ro them- 


ſelves , without the advice and conſent 'of the Aﬀemblies 


i n of the Kirk 4 to wdge and determine ſuch things wherein Me 


{ifin anything) the eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies have undoub= 


' "4edly a ow intereſt, oiz. who are to.be holden lo- 
& vers of Rel 


igion , and what are the moſt fit and-neceſia- - 


ro rcmcgics for preſervation of Religion: Yea it is or= ' 


ed by the fourth Act of Parliament. x640- thar for pre= 
Frvation of Religion,G. Aſſemblies rightly confllmntns the 
zer & competent judge of all matters Eccleſiaſtical, be 


Je ped yearly and oftner prorenete. The Corovation Oath 
_ SA | —_. 
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dothalſo fuppoſethe antecedent Judgement of the Kirk; ag Þ 
theproper and competent judge who are enemies to tras 
Religion & who not; for his Majeſty obliged himſelf by thagY - 
Oath, that he ſhouldbe carefull co roo: out all Hererickg 
bt and enemies to the true Worſhip of God , who ſhall be 
x convict by thq true Kirk of God , of the aforeſaid crime, 
” 0, .' T6. TheGeneral Aſſemby and their Commiſhonersare nay | 
A Congo -dgeprived of their hberty of Printing, gonyguſrad and ratified | 
1 by AR of Parliament, there being an inhibition to the cog 
rrary, upon the PRINTER, under the pain of Death 
by the Committee of Eſtates, # 
Whereas rhe defires ofthe Commiſſioners of the laſt AwY ; 
ſembly » for the ſafety and ſecuriry of Religion , andthe 
right manner of proceeding to war , together with the ſugs 
plications of Provinciall Afſemblies and Presbyreries ,. 
tending to the compoſing of the preſent unhappy differen 
ces, andto the begetring of a right underſtanding » hall. 
not produced the deſired and wiſhed-for effe&t ; But onthe} 
contrary our juſt grievances being ſtill more and mary | 
heightned » iniquity eſtabiſhed bya law.; and that lawpu} 
in execution 5 We cannotchuſe but declare and give warts 
ing coall thepeople of GOD inthis land, concerning 
ſinfalneſſe and unlawfulnesſe of the preſent Engagement} 
which may be demonſtrate by many rewfons , as namely: FF 
I. The Wars of GODS people, are called the Warg 
the LORD, Numb. 2r, 14. 2 Chron 20, 15: and-if4 
eating and drinking , much moreour engaging in war 1 
be for Godand for hisglory ; x Cor, 10+ 31, whatſoever” 
doin word or deed, wee commanded todo all in the nant 
"of the Lord Jeſus, and ſo for his glory , Col. 3. 17. 1 
Kingdom ot-GO D and the righreouſnefle thereof ug 
be ſought in the firſt place and before all orber thir 
Matth. 6. 33. It was the beft flower and garland in 
former expeditions al this Nation , that they were forGl- 
and for Religion principally and mainly.But ifthe prin 
end of this preſent Engapement were for the glory 
GOD, Hqw comesit to paſle that not ſo much as one of 
defies of the Kirk , ſor the ſaferyand ſecurity of Religi 
the faid Engagemtat, is 9chis Gay atisfiod org eds! 
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LI 69 the contrary ſuch courſes taken asare deftruFveto Re- 
bY gion. And if Gods glory be intended what meaneththe 
arty employing and proteCting in this Army ſo many blaſphemers 
: ecurors of Piety » diſtarbers of divine worſhip , and 
I others gtilty of notorious and aying fins. Again, how 
en it be precended thar the gaod of Religion 1s principally 
Th zimed ar, when it is propoſed and declared that the Kings 
J Majcſtichall be brought ro ſome of his houſes In or nearTon= 
WF im, with Honour , Freedom and Safery , before ever 
J there be any ſecurity had from him , or fomuch as any ap= 
lication made to him for the good of Religion. What's 
this bur xo poſtpone the honourof God ; ' rhe liberties of the 
Goſpel , rheſafery of Gods peopleto an hitmane inrereft,, 
J and to leave Religion ina condition of uncertainty, unſer- 
 kdneffe and hazard , while it is ſtrongly efideavoured to ſets 
tleand make ſure fomewhar elſe. < FE 
ave 3. Suppoſe the ends of this Engagement tobe good 
wy {which they ate not ) -yet the meanes and ways of profecu- 
RY tion arenalawfull , becauſe there isno ane equall ayoiding 
my bf rockvonk both hands', brr a joyning with malignancs to 
 ſfoppreffe Setaries , a joynitghands with black deyillto 
IT beara whitedevil 3 They are bad Phyficians who would fo 
EE tate one diſeiſe as to breed another as evil; or worſe, That 
TJ lbere is in the preſerit Erigagement a confederacyand #foti- 
SEE ation in war with ſuch of the Englicbrwho according roche 
| = League and Covenanr: and Declarations of borh 
wy = mr 1643- can be no otherwiſe looked upon but 
 # Malignants and enemies of Reformation. and the Cauſe 
"of God, isnow madeſo manifeſt before Sun and Moon, 
that we ſappoſe none will deny it 3 And tisno lefle nndeni- 
*able , that not only many known Malignants, bur diverſe 
> whojoyned in'thelate rebelffon within this Kingdom are 
-employed; yea, put into places of cruſt; All which how con- 
tary tis rothe Word of God , no man can be ignorant who 
ill attentively ſearch the Scriptures , for we'fitidertherein 
tndemned confederacies and affociztions'with the ene. 
Meseftru2 Religion , wherher Canaanites , Exod, 23. 32. 
and 24. 12. 15. Deut, 7. 2: 'or other heathens't Kamp 
"34. v+ 1, 2+ {uch was 4ſ@ his Covenant with BenboJat- 
_—_ Bb 2 2 Chron» 
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2Chron. 16. tov. to, Aha;his confederacy with the King 
of Afſria2. King. 16, 7.10. 2Chron. 28. 16. to v. 23+ 0r whis. 
ther the affociation was with wicked men of the ſeed of 
Abrabam , as Jebochaphats with Achab 2 Chron. 18. 2. coma 
pared with chap. 19. 2. alſo hisaffociation with 4Ahaziaby 
Chron, 20.35. and Amaziachs aſſociating to himſelf 1 009094. 
of the ten Tribes when GOD was not withthem, 2 Chrong 
35. 7,8, 9, 16. The fin and danger of ſuch aſlociationg 
may further appear from Jſaiah8. 12+ 15+ Jer. 2. 18. Plat, 
To6. 35. Hof. 5. 13.and 7.8, 11. Cor. 6+ 14, 15. aud & 
we ſhould eſtzem Gods enemies, tobe our enemicsand hatg 
them with perfe&t hatred, Pſal, 139. 21-how can wethen-joyy 
with them yas confederates and affociates , eſpecially ins 
cauſe, where Religion is ſo highly concerned; and ſeeing 
net have been tormerly inaCtuall oppofition to the ſamg: 
CAauie, 3 
3. We are commanded ifit be poſſible and as much F 
lieth in us to have peace withell men, Rom. 12.18, to ſeck: 
peace and purſueit , Pſal..34- 14. war and bloodſhed isthe 
Jaſt remedyafter all the way es and means of peace have beegs 
uſed in vain, : The intended war of the nine Tribes and# 
half agaivſt the two Tribes and. half was prevented byg 
Meſſage and. Treaty of Peace Josh. 22 3 The hke meang 
was uſed by Fepthah ( though no with the like {uccely 
for the preventing of war with the King of AmmenJudg. uh 
The very light of natare hath taught Neathevs not to mak 
war till firſt all amicable wayes of preventing bloodſk 
were tried ; yet this war bath been driven on without ob 
ſerving any ſuch method of proceeding except by a mef 
wherein not ſo much as one: breach was repreſented. Ys 
though theſe two Kingdoms are ſtraitly united in Covenanh 
yettheſe who haye carried on this war did not only neg 
ro defirea Treaty , but alſo ſlight an offer of a Treaty mad 
from the Parliament of England upon the Propoſitions © 
both Kingdoms. we” «> 
4. Thereare many clear and ful teſtimonies of Scriptures 
ag inſt rhe breach and violation of Covenants , although 


þur berween man and man , Bl. 55: 20, Roms 1s 316 
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2Tim. 3-3, Eſpecially where the name of God was inter” 
poied 1n Covenants by any” of his people," Jer. 34, 8, 105 
11.18. Ezek. 17. 18. x9. How much more the violation © 
aSolemn Covenant between God and his people. Lev* 26+ 
15.25- Dent. 1522. and 29.21, 14, 25. Jer.22, $,9-'L 
Kim. 19. 19. Dan. x1, 32, Hoſ. 6.7. If therefore the pre= 
ſenc Engagement bea breach of our ſolemn League and Co- 
yenant , then they who have before raken the Covenant , 
and have now joyned in this Engagement , muſt grant by 
neeeflary and infailible conſequence , either that the Cove- 


© 


. nantit (elf which they took was unlawful , and ſuch as they 


canvort perform without fin ( which yet they cannot pro- 
feſſe) or otherwiſe , that the Engagement is unJawfull and 
finfull » as being a breach of Covenant, andſo conrary to 
the Word of God; that the preſent Kngagement is a breach 
of Covenant may appear by comparing it wich each of the 
Articles,for'it is againſt all the fix Articles of the Covenant. 


.© Againſt the firſt, becauſe in ſtead of the preſervation of 


the Dotrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of this 


FI Kirk ; there is not.onely a great quarelling by thoſe that do 
FF Engaze , at the preſent doCtrine, and freepreaching , a 
FF citurbing of. and withdrawing from the Worihip , aud na» 


mely from the lace folemn humiliation: Butalſo a refuſall 
of ſuch things as were deſired by the Commiſſion of the 
hte Aſſembly and Provincial Synods,as neceſſary to the pre- 
ſervation of the true ReformedReligion: And we have juſt 


=Y cauſe of fear that the Reformarion of Religion in Doctri- 


x, Worſhip , Diſcipline' and Government is not intend- 


| ed to be ſufficiently maintained and preſerved , when we 


finde ſuch a limitation aud reſtriction 1n the late Declaration 


"ofthe Commitree of Eſtates to the Parliament and Ling 


*Y dom of Enz/end , That they will mamtain and preſerve 


Reformation of Religion , Dott1ine » Worship , Diſcipline and Go= 
vernment , a drney of GOD , and his Majeſties good- 
mſe eſtablizhed by Law among us 3 bur as there 1s no tuch 


T imitation in the Covenant, .1o we have not had ſuch proof 
=y of his Majeſties goadneſic as to eſtabliſh by Law all thar 
FF hath been by the mercies of God -inacted- in Generall 

"_y Aſemblies. As to the nr o the firſt Arcicle x concern 
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ing the Reſarmation of Englandand Ireland, and the Unifars' 
mity , asthere was ſome hopeful beginnings thereof, and” 


2 good foundation laid , during the late War againit che Pay 
ptth Prelaticall and Malignant party, ſo the ſtare and ground 
of tne War being now altered , and rheſe!choſen for confe 
derates, and aflociates in the War, whoare known enemig 
e5 tothat Reſormation , and Uniformity , how can the Cow 
venant be keeped in that point as long as ſuch a War is cars 
ried ON. - 4h 
The ſecond Article is violared becauſe in ſtead of indeas' 
vouringtoextirpate Popery and Superſtition wirhout relpe&F 
of perſons ( as 1s expreſt injrhe Covenant ) there 1s 1n the 
Jate Declaration of the Committee of Eſtates a defire of the 
Queens return , without any condition rending to the r& 
ſtraint of her Maſle or exerciſe of Popery ; We do allo cons; 
ccive there is a tacit condeſcending to the toleration of Sus? 
perſtition and the Book of Common prayer in His Majzeltief 
family , becauſe asit was reſerved by himſelf in h'sconceſlls 
on , brought home by the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom 
So rheſe conceflious were never plainly declared by rhe Pats: 
liament to be unfatisfaRory ro their Lordſhips: howbeing 
hath been ofcen and earneſtly defired : neither can we con 
ccive how the clauſe concerning the extirpation of Prelacyy 
can confift with indeayouring to bring His Majeſty wat 
Honour, Freedom and Safery to one of his Houſes ine 
about LON DON , withoutany ſecurity had from himy 
for the abolition of Prelacy; it being his knowl prins 
Ciple ( and publickly declared by himſelf ſhortly after bl 
wentto the Ifie of Wight) that he holds himſelf obliges 
3n conſcience » and by his Coronation. Oath to maintal 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 8c. Can ir be ſaid thar they are 'e# 
deavouring to 6xtirpate Prelacy;, who after ſuch a Declar# 
rion would put in His Majeſties hand an opportunity to i 
ſtore it ? — 
As for the thitd Article we cannot conceive how the pit 
{ſerving of the Priuiledgesof Parliameat , and aſſerting t 
Kings negative voice can conſiſt z And we are ſorrow 
that under the-colour , of the Privitedges of Parliament 


tho ubertics 61 tic Subjects are overthrown,and theperſaly 
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' Covenautare ex ro moſt grieyous injuries , crywg © "ts 
reflions ; And whereas the Aur preſerving and Gefeng- | 2M 

Þ 10g his Majefties Perſon and Authority, is by-the third Y 

FJ &rcicle of the Covenant qualified with!, and ſubordinate 

unto the preſervation and defence of the true nave on and,  - 
Liberties.the Kingdoms , There is no ſuch quali » + - 4 
nor ſubordination obſerved inthe preſent Engagement, bue F 

on the contrary, itis ſo carried on , as to make duties td 2/2 

FJ God and Religion couditionall, qualified » limiteds and - | 
4 durics ro the King abſolute and unlimiced- 

Y Thefourth Article of the Covenantis ſo foully broken , 

that they who were by that Article declared Enemies 3 In- 

cendiaries, Malignants, and therefore to be broughe ro 

concigne tryall and puniſhment, are now looked upon as  _ 

friends and*afiaenen , and are the men who get moſt fa- azfoccale/ 

your and proteCtion » and ſundry of them imployed in plas | 
»Y cexof truſt , inthe Army and Committees. | 

+ Forthe fiſth Article, inſtead of endagvouring, 1 preſerve 
+& Peaceand Union , a breach is endeayoured berween the 
$f Kingdoms , not only by taking in and garriſoning- their 
wi frontire Towns , butalſo entering the Kingdom of land 

& withan Army , 'andjoyning with the common enemyes' 

both Kingdoms , notwithſtandirig of an offer of a Treaty 
upon the Propoſitions of both Kingdoms made by the Par- 
| Went of England to the Parliament of this Kingdom. And 

J whether the way of this Engagement can confiſt with the 

lage Treaty berween the Kingdoms, we ſhall wiſh the Hoe 
e&F pourablgCommirree»of Eftates may yet take it into their 
Terious (Ccdndehoughts, 

1 The ftxth is alſo manifeſtly broken , for we are thereby 
:#Y ©dliged ro aflift and defend all thoſe'thar ;entered into this 
&Y League and Covenant ,-in maintaining and purſuing the» 
Y rcof: Whereas the Army now entered into England), is 

J 0 aflift and defend many who haye nor entered into that Les 
haY 4£1e and Covenant : And forthoſe whotook the Covenant 
MJ 2 that Nation . and continue faithfullin it, what they may 
TY ©xpect from this Army , -may be collefted not onely from 

J their carriage rowards their Brethren at home; þur alſo 
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from that claufe toward the cloſe of the late'Declaration a 's 
the Committee of Eſtates, And that we willdo prejudice or up 
piolence to none ( as far as we are able) but to ſuch as oppoſe us , op 
uch ends above mentioned. It cannot be unknown that matly 
of the Engliſh Nation who are firm and fairchfull ro the Co. 
venant and Presbyteriall Government do , and will acc j 


ding to their places and callings oppoſe ſome of thoſe endy 
above mentiqned in that Declaration , as namely, the re. 
Ttoring both of King and Queen without any conditjay: 
or ſecurity firſt had from them 3 And ſo by thar rule io tf 
Declaration they muſt expe ro be uſed as enemies, not 
as friends. That ſixth Article is alſo broken by a departingÞ / 
from the firtt principles and reſolutions: and by dividingyy | 
and withdrawing from thoſe that adhere thereunto, whichY + 
hath been before cleared by rhe Commiſſion of the late Ge« + 
nerall Aſſembly in their Declaration in*MV4rch , Repreſen'Þ} 
ration , and other Papers publiſhed in Print. 'F' 
5- Weleaveitto beſeriouſly pondered by everyone who 4 
is rruely conſcientious , whether it be any ways credibleÞ] 
Or probable, oragreeable to Scriprure rules, that the gen F 
X 


rality of all that have been moſt fatthfull and cordiall to the 
Covenant and cauſe of God ſhould be deceived, deluded} 
and darkened in this buſineſſe, and that they who for bY} " 
moſt part were enemies to the work of God in the begit | 
ning, and have never brought forth fruits meet for Repel ? 
tance » ſhould now findeout the will of God more then his 
moſt faithfull Servants in the Land , and who, thar feany*? 
_ God, will believe that Malignants are for the ends of rhe 'Þ 
xumontaktCoyenant and that they who are moſt *inarwedeah in thy * 
Reforwation , are againſt the ends of the Covenant. I 
| All which conſidered » as we could not, without invok 8 
ving our ſelves mm the guiltinefle of ſo unlawfull an Engage 


ment, ye&ld tothe defire of the Army for Miniſters ro th 
ſent by ys toateend them ; So we do earneſtly exhort , alt} 
in the name and authority of Jeſus Chriſt, charge and 
quire all and every one of the Members of this Reforma 
Kirk of Scorland, | TH 
I, Thar they ſearch narrowly into the fins which hat. 
Procued fo great jadgements and fo ſad an interrupt in; 


Uh Aſſembly, 1643. 393, 
#4 ofthework of God , that they examine themſelves, - con= 
I fderrcheir wayes, be much in humiliationand prayer ,, ſtu= 
dy a recall and prafticallReformarion,: Thar they a!ſo mourn 
and ſigh for the abominartions of the Land , and ſtand in 
I the gap to turn away the wrath, Among all theſe fearfull 
66 & fins, the violation of the Solemn League and Covenant , 
n&J would not be forgorren but ſerioufly laid to heart, as that 
© which eminently provoketh the Lord . and procurerth his 
judgements 10 be powred forth not onely upon perſons and 
families , butalſoupon Stares and Kingdoms. Covenant- 
breakers through in common things , are reckoned by 
the Apoſtle in that Catalogue of the abominarions- of the 
Gentiles: Bur among rhe peoplc of God, where hisg rear 
game is interpoſed , the breach of Covenant even twineancr , 
6 matters, ſacnas the ferring of ſervants ar liberty provo- 
ee} kerb the Lord to ſay , Behold Iproclaim a liberty for you ( ſawtb 
'Y the Lord ) to the ſword . tothe peſtilence , and to the famine , and 
I will give 'the men that hath transgreſſed my Covenant , and 
ble ( not excepting , bur expreſly mearioning Princes) he 
&J addes , | willpive them into the hands of their enemies, The Hi- - 
Et fory of the Gabeonizes , who (urceptitiouſly pocured the Co= 
48 venant made to ipare,them - and whom Saul ſome ages the» 
keY reatter in his zeal r&* Children of Iſrael and Judah fought to 
ſay > as being curted Canagnites , evidencerh with what 
yengeance, the LORD followeth Covenant »- breakers, 
vY whereof there wants not in prophane Hiſtory alſo both fore 
Jl -r1cign and domeſtick examples : Therefore let all che inha- 
tef (bycants of theLand of wharſoever raak, ſeriouſly qve- =o 
wg rrible judgzments the violation of a Covenant (o recently , 
JF foadviſedly, ſoſolemnly made, and in ſo weighty matters, 
LE may draw on,if not timouſly preventedby ſpeedyrepentance. 
=, 1 I. That they fo reſpect and honour Authority , as thar 
J they be nat the ſervants of men , nor giue obedience rothe 
oof will and authority of Rulers in any thing' which may not 
& confi} wich the word of God, bur ſtand faſt inthe liberty 
ay wherewith Chriſt hath made them free, and obey God ra» 
"FF ther then men, | HET” 
TE. ILL. Thar they carefully gvo:d the dangerous rocks and 
Mares of this rime , whereby ſo many are taken and broken. 
| Bb | Upoa 


4.7 £. . \ 4 
C7 -— 0 aw 
_ 


i F.% 16G Moen , _— FY 
: o 5 : ” 58 * © a "a - _ * 3,” L 
- g—_——- _ , *, 
"The Gener | 
39 4 . 


Upon theone hand theſowre leaven of Malignancy whe 
ever£nters , {poileth and corrupterh the whole lump, pc 
poning Religion, andthe CauſegfY5od to humane intereſy 
what eyer be pretended to the contrary , aud obſtructing 
the work of Reformation, and propagation of Relig:on out 
of falſe reſpeRs and creatureintereſt. As this hach formers 
ly abounded in the land, tothe prejudice of rhe Cauſe and 
ork of Gad , ſoof lateirtis revived, ſpreading with ſpe 
cious pretences of vindicating wrongs done to his Majeh a 
We defire not tobe miſtaken, as it reſpect and love to yy 
Majeſty were branded withjthe infamous mark of Mabgs 
nancy 3 But hereby we warn all who would nor come undey 
thisfoul ftain , not onely in their ſpeech and profefiiony 
but & intheir whole carriage not to prefer their ownz 
and the 1ntereft of any creature whatſoever , before & 
intereſtof CHRIST and Religion, The characters of 
theſe have been fully given in former Declarations , ſpecuby 
ly 1a theDeclaration ofthe Commiſſioners of theGenerall Als 
ſembly in March laſt , which we hold as here repeated F 
onely adding this, that they ordinarily rraduce Kirk Jud 
catures, as medling wirh civill affairs, which as it 19 0G 
new calumny , bands bath been caſt npon the ſervant} 
of GOD in formertimes; ſo the whole courſe of proces 
dings doth manifeſtly confute rhe ſame. ha 
pon the other hand Sectariſme hath no lefle hindere j 
the blefſed and glorious work of Reformation in our neigh 
bour Kingdom » againſt the venome whereof, leſt ir appr& 
ach and infect rhis Kirk, we have need to watch diligently 
toavaid all the beginnings and dangerous appearances thi 
reof. The many faithfull reſtimonies from godly Mink 
ſters in ſeverall parts of England, againſt the vile errours,am 
abomivable blaſphemies abounding there , asthey are to WY © 
matter of rejoiceng before the Lord;ſo they ought to be les 
. 
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ked on as warnings toall ſorts of people , eſpecially that & 
gard Religion , ro beware of Sathans ſnares , cra ilepſert 


EatCh their ſouls, And becauſe ſuch gangreens creep- inlets 
fibly , allthat love the Honour of GOD, and welfare@ 


Religion, would ſexioully conſider the following poin '2 


'C | 

; ; 
”# 

; 
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danger of this infection. | 
; Ou 


are miſpriſeFof the blefled work of Re27 972%: MJ 


I 
forntion eſtabliſhad within tis Land;, and do not ſhew 
themſelves grieved for the impediments and obſtrudtians 
it hath met with in our neighbour Kingdom , thele are 
even on the brink of this precipice, ready ro tumble down 
in this gulf whenſoever occaſion 1s Offered : All cherefous 
that love the Lord Jeſus » would ſtir up their hearts in the 


both by way of marks rodiſcernz and meanestoeſcape-che © 


light and ſtrengrh of the Lord highly co prize , and thank- |, 


fully ro acknowledge what the right hand of the moſt High 
bath done among us , asalfoto thirſt fervently after the ad- 
vancing and ertoing ofthe LOR D's work among our 
neighbours, 

2. Dif reſpect to the publick Miniſtery and Qrdinarigggs is 
aſymptome of a dangerous inclination ro that difeaſe:* And 
theretore as all Chriſts Miniiters ought ro ſtir up themſelves , 


' towalk as becometh their high and holy calling* leſt they be 


ſtumbling blocks to the people of God ; ſaall the people of 
God ought moſt carefully ro ſtir up themſelves untoa preci- 


C | ous eſtimation ofthe Ordinances of God,& highly to cſteeny 
F the Stewards thereof for their works ſake. A duty atall times 


'& needful but now eſpecially, when Sathan by all means ende- 


yours the contrary. | 

\- 3. Indifferency in pointsof Roligien, and pleading fas 

Toleration to themſelves or athers how far {oever different 

among themſelves, is not to þe forgotten among the charatt- 

ers of Sectaries, and rherefore ought the more caretully-robe 

avoided and oppoſed by ail who deſire rohold faſt the prov 

feflion of their fairh without wavering, 

- 4. They whoareglorying in,and ſeeking after new lights, 

orunder the prerext of them are (elf-conceired in or 

pinions , or whoaffect new and ſtrange exprefions, are ea- 

rring intothe ſnare ready. to be carried about with every 

winde of Doctrine, And therefore albeic we ought always as 
Diſciples: of rhe Lord to ſet ourſelves as inkis fight:robe 
taught by his Spirit according to his Word, yetin tus timeſo 
fertil of errours;it becommerh all the lovers of truth to hold 


& fallwhat they4giun receivedy thag uo man take their Crown. 
45 oy 5+ Whoy 
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596 The generall f 
5. Whoſoever brings in any opinion or praftiſe in't 
Kirk contrary to the confefſtonof Faith,DireGory of Wore 
ſhip or Presbyterian Governthenr may be juſtly eftegnjed to 
be opening the door to Schiſme and Seas: And therefore 
all depravers or miſconſtrutters of the proceedings of Kirks 
ve , eſpecially the Generall Afembly would taks 
ecd leaſt by making a.breach upon the walls of Ferufalen i 
makea patent way for Sectaries to enter. 4, 
6. They who ſ-parate the Spirit from the Word , and 
pretend rhe Spirir , when they have no ground or warrant 
from the Word, are already taken in an evill ſnare, And 
therefore tis neceſlary to oy he Spirits whither they are of 
God , for many falſe Prophets are gone out into the world, 
if they ſpeak nor according tothe word it is becauſe there 1s 
nogight in them. Fi 
ides the former, theſe are alſo marks of a Setary 
any commend, and recommend eo others, or ſpread and ds 
vulge the erroneous books of SeRaries, If any allow, avowy 
or uſe Conventicles or privare meetings forbidden by the 
Acts of the Generall Aflembly I641. and 1647. laſt palty 
If any be unwilling, and decline ro reckon Sectaries among 
the enemiesof the Covenant, from whom danger 1s ro bw'F 
apprehended , And (though we diſallow rhe abuſing an#? 
Idolizing of learning to the -patrocinie of Errour or prejuy 
dice of piety) if any contemn literature as needleſle at belly 
if notalſo hurtfullroa Minifter. » 
When we thus expreſte our ſelyes for preventing eagy t 
dangers of Setts and Schiſmes, iris far from our intenugy E 
oato diſcourage any from the duties of piety , and mutually 
edification , according to the direCtions of the laſt AfſembiyF” 
publiſhed in Print, and ſeriouſly recommended by themyF 
or to give any advantage ro Malignants and Prophane pets 
ſons, with whom it is frequent ro caſt upon all thoſe wag 
adhere to former principles, and cannot approve the pied 
ſent Engagement,the odious nick-names of SeCtaries andingF 
dependents, For the berer diſcovery of ſuch prophane mat# 
kers,we give theſe markes and charaers. 1. They do prov 
phanely and tauntingly abuſe the name of the Spirit » ung 
- tharnamederiding the work of Grace anhygn af The # | 
24 - 7 


«x 
5 
7 
Fs 
"FX 


5 


ps 


As Aſſembly , '1648; 297- 
2; They eſteem and ſpeak of exerciſes of conſcience, ag 
fancies , or fits of melancholy. \ 3. They mockat Family= 
yorſhip and the means of mutuall edjfication fo much re« 
commended by the laſt Aſſembly in their direQions. 4. They 
do uſually calummate godly Miniſters ,. and profeſſors who” 
follow holineſſe, with the namesof Sectaries , or the like 
" odious names, without any juſt cauſe: As we account all 
ſuch robe enemiesto the practiſe and power of godlineſle g 


35728387. 


Gwe do exhort all the lovers of truth to bold on in the 
ef holinefle through good report and ill report , being ſt 
faſt» immovable , alwayes aboundiag in the work of the 
Lord, ſoraſmuch as they know their labour is notin yain'ir 
the Lord. | 
I V. That they do not concur in, nor any way aſlift this 
preſenr Engagement , as they would not partake in other 
J mens fins, and fo receive of their plagues, but that by the 
i & grace and aſliftance of Chriſtthey ſtedfaſtly reſolve to ſuffer 
1} the rod of the wicked , and the utmoſt which wicked mens: 
e& malice can affii& them with , rather thea to put forth their 
;F hand to iniquity. | A 21cl;/<* 
'J » V. Thatthey ſuffer not themſelves tobeabuſed with fair 
pretencesand profeſſions uſuall inthe mourhsof thofEthar 
16} carry 0n'this defigne , and ofcen publiſhed intheir Papers, ' 
we Bur remember that the fouleſt ations have not: wahted 
ty _—_ pretences; And ifthey who killed the Apoſtles 
5 both pretend and intend ar; # God good fervice,, what. 
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oF marvell that they who engage againft the Covenant pre». 
iy End to engage forit. Neither isit tobe forgotren, Thar 
Y zfer the firſt fubſcription of our National] Covenants: theſe. 
F& vho had the Chief hand in managing gray mores had, 


nzY bbſcribed che Covenanr , eſpecially rhe Duke:of-Lenoaty 4 

7 a0 Captain, hay thea Earl of Arren., inthe” ears 1581; /a07s/, A 

$552,158.35 584. when their deſigne was ro fubvert both! 3 
FF ie Doctrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk , yer gave great 
ne} alurances-by promiſes and' Oaths yo the-contrary: ' + Ae- 
_y the Aſemblies 1598, 1599, 1600.. It was declared with» 
vY Many vows and atreſtations by the King , Stareſmien , and 
TY theſe Miniſters who were aſpiring to _-y » That 
o&'} tiey intended go ſuch thipgas a Ghangy of the Governmenr/ 


w 


20? © TheGenerall 


T . 
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of the Kirk, oran introducing of Epiſcopacy,, yet they 
were really doing what they 'diſclaimed and profeſſed notty' 
do-, Ard {tppoſe that ſome who havean active hand in cars 
Tying On. the preſent publick affairs , have no deſigneithep 
todeſtroy Religion, or utterly ro fleightit: yet the way 
they areon., and work they are about as it is contrived; 
goth of its ſelf, and in its own-nature tend ro the endangers 
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192, if not to the utrer ſubverſion of Religion , -for ircans 
notbe denyed , biitthe very undertaking of this War , ſery 
the once ſuppreſſed Malignants on work again, and ſucceſly 
therein pits them 1n a capacity to ſet upaccordingro their 
principles aboliſhedand abjured corruptions 3 which will 
be the more hardly hindered »..conſidering his Majeſties provi 
penfion , -and profeſſed reſolution that way, Eſpecially ſees 
ing His Majeſties conceſſions ( though it hath been- ofteg; 
deſired) haue never been plalnly declared unſarisfattore by: 
the Patliament. And who inreaſon can think thatany more 
then His Majeſties conceflions ſent from the Ile of Wight 
will be required of him , by them who thereupon havep: 04 
ceeded to this Engagement, The Kings negative yoice { as 
ſerted in the Papers of the Commiſfioners of this Kingduny 
unto'Enpleand, which are owned in the late Declaration rethg' 
Kingdom of England , as the ſenſe of this Kingdom) con 
deredtin relation to Religion makes the danger yet the grey 
rerand more palpable, yea', may reach further to ſhak 
and-unſercle Religion eſtabliſhed in this Land; If ro thepres 
miſes this be added which is not only often declated'; \bui 
aalſo demanded , Thar his Majeſtie be brought to oneof: 
lrouſes m Honour, Freedom and Safety, which may infer'm 
.admitting of bis Maj to the free exerciſe of his Royall powe 
. . before. ſcturiry had from him for Reeligion, or Applicatis 
.*»  Unadeto him for theſame,who ſees nor now wi hazard 
Ingion runs,certainly greater thena good intentiori can (4 
VI Fhat they donor miſtake, or niſunderftatid rher 
raft of the true rmed Religion and of the Gove 
of JESUS. CHRIST, asif thereby either the Prerogatif 
of Kings -, . Ptiviledges of Parliaments or Liberties 
Burghs , . and other Corporations were any wayes hutee' 
weakened ; whereas indeed Rebgion is the main py oe 
: yp 
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ypholder of civill authoriry , or Magiſtracie , andit is-ths 
refiting »; and not the receiving of the Government of 
CHRIST, which hath overturned civillpowers. If rhe 
Throne be eſtabliſhed by righteouſneſte ( as we are plainly 
taught by the Word of God ) then it 1$overthrowne by many 
righteouſnefſe and —_— "y 

VIHI. That they'beware of all things which may ens 
ſnare their conſciences , as evill councell , evill company, 
falſe informations , raſh'promilſes , and eſpecially that they 
beware of taking any Oathes, ſubſcribing any Bonds, whi 
may relate ro the Covenant and Canſe-of God, unlefſe fach 
Oaths or Bonds be approved by the General Aſſembly ar 
their Commiſſioners for the publique affairs of the Kirk, 

V }UI, Thar they do not caſt away their confidence , nor 
fink into deſpair , becauſe of the preſent dangers and diff 
culties , bur liveby faith , waite for berter times, and con- 
ginue ſtedfaſtas ſeeing bum who 15 inviſible, firmly beleeving 
that ſuch a courſe as is not of God but againſt himy willcome 


' tonaughtr. 


- 1X. Toremember, that as the violation of-the Covee 
pant by ſome in England doth nor ſet us free: from the obſer- 


Y mation thereof , ardas nolaws nor authority on- earth cam 
& abſolve us from ſo ſolemn an obligation ro rhe moſt Hi 
WY God ( which not onely hath been profeſſed by this [Kirk 


-ut in a Petition ofthe Ciry of Londow, and in publique Te- 


ell fimonies of many of the Minitiery of Exgland) So we-are 


HY - obliged ro all the dutiestherein contained. 


noracquited and affoiled from the obligation of our ſolemn 
Covenant, becauſe of the troubles and confuſionsof the'gi- 


mes; Bur chat in the worſt of rimes allthoſe duties, where- 
-unto by Covenant we oblige our ſelyes, do ſtill lieuponas, 
or we have (worn ( and muſt perform ir) concerning that 


Caſe and Covenant » hercin we ſolemnly Engaged ;"Thae 
we 5hall all the dayes of our lives 7ealouſly and conſtantly continue 
there ayamſt all opp ſition , and promove the fame ac tools 


por er againſt all lets and Impediments whatſoever. - And if againit 
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all ices and unpediments whatſoever , then the altering ,of | 


of BY the way of oppoſition, or of the kinde of impediments doth 


not alter the nature , or w(s; of the Covenant > but we are 


We 
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goo The General 'Þ 
- | Wedotealſoexhort and charge in CHRISTS A 
the Prince of Paſtors, all the Miniſters within this Kit; 
thatin no wayes they be acceſſary to this ſinful Engagen | 
butia all their conferences and reaſoning eſpecially, iy 
their publick Doctrine, they declare themſelves freely , and 
faithfully, as they would eſchew the wrath of GOD, dux 
for a violated Covenant, and as they would eſcape thecews 
ſures of the Kirk; and letall Presbyteries be watchfiil with 
n their bounds , and carefully, wiſely, and zealouſly tain 
fi& Ecclefiaſtick cenſures. 4 
Finally, we exhortall civil Indicatories, and every ong 
antruſted with power to manage the preſenr affairs, Thy 
they would ſeriouſly remember the tri account they att 
to give before the ludge of the quick and the dead , Conf 
dering deeply how fearful a thing it is to opprefle rhe cap 
ſciences of their Brethren , either by preſſing them toaf 
where they finde no ſatisfactory warran!, or byputting hep 
vy preſſures upon them for not acting according tg theirins 
junCtions , and eſpecially that they offer not ro inſnarehy 
new Oaths, or Bonds thoſe that make conſcience of the 
- great Oarh of their Solemn Covenant » and hitherto hawk 
proven faithful and conſtant in promoving joyntly all the 
ends thereof, ' {;* 
>, If thisour faithful warning finde favourable acceptances 
-£© that the grievous things already enacted, be no more pi 
-ſecuted and prefled , weſhall blefſe God who reigns int 
Kingdoms and Councels oſmen : Bur ifit fall our oth 
. wiſe. {as God forbid) we have liberate our ſouls of the gy 
.rineſle of this finful way of Engagement, and of all che my 
ries that ſhall enſue thereby upon this Kirk and Kingdal 
- And ſhall lament before the Lord that our labours haven 
« as yet had rhe deſired ſucceſſe. Inthe meantime, wed 
not caſt away our confidence, but rruſting in the name 0: 
| Lord, and ſtaying upon our God , ſhall by his grace. and 
fitance conrinue ſtedfaſt-in our Solemn Covenants ,'4 
faithful in all rhe duties of our Calling. FP 
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.F Cfemby, 1648.) 4or 
& Auguſt. 1.1648. eAntemeridiem. Sel. 22. 
s The general Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Paper 


| preſented from the HonourableCommittee of Eftates 
| of the Dateluly 28.1648. 


ch 4 $- General Aſſembly having confidered the Paper of 

T 4&4 the 28; of jay, delivered tothem from the Honoura- 
ble Committee of Eſtates , Do finde that the firſt part the. 
reof concerning the great Offers made by the Patliamenx 
and Committee of Eſtates for the ſecurity of Religion , is 
ho other but what was fully anſvered in ourlaſt Paper of 
the 25- of Faly, delivercd ro their Lordſhips-, wherein 
1t was plainly demonſtrat by Theologicz1! reaſons (though 
their Lordsſhips are pleaſed ro call them Politick) tharthe 
preſent Engagement isinconfiſtent with che ſaferyand ſecu- 
ity of Religion. Next whereasir isaffirmed in their Lord- 
{hips Paper,rhatthe grounds and reaſons arethe (ame which 
were fullv anſwered before, we wiſh it had been inſtanced 
-roth and where they were anſwered , for weknow no ſuch 
thiogs- | ET 
; Anotherrefledionupon that former Paper of onrsis thus 
expreſſed . That the Generall Aſſembly hath proceeded #0 ſuch 4 
Declaration before they bad im an F ccleſiaſtich way fromelear þ hu 
Wes out of the word of God or convencing of our conſciences , 
firate the unlawſuineſſe of th: undertalgng : Where we can ſeg 
no reaſon why it ſbould ſe: m ſo very Ttrange ro. the Honou- 
mable Committee that the Generall Aſſembly hath ſo pra- 
eeded ro a Declaration of cheix judgement cengerning this 
bufineſſe, .» For as 1thath been no unuſuallthiug , bur very 
ordinary that approved Svnods , both Provinciall » Nation 
"all > and. Qecumeniall have declared their judgemenc 
without publiſhing the particular grounds & reaſons thereot 
from Scripture (a work more proper for full TraCtates then 
for Synodicall Decrees or Cannons. ) So if their Lordſhips 
had been pleaſed to attend ( for many attended nor) the 
kate Parliament» Sermons mainly intended for their Lord= 


ſhips information , and had with mindes unprejudiced ,, 
pad "2 "Ws 4 Re hearken" 
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hearkened thereunto » and ſearched in toall the Papers las 
eely publiſhed id Print by the Commiſſien of the laſt Aﬀlem- 
bly , they might have .been by the blefling of God convit- 
ced fromthe Word of God of the unlawfulnefle of the pree 
ſent Engagement. . 72 
There are three things which may juſtly ſeem to us more 
ſtrange: Oneis, Tharthe Declaration of Parliament h+ying 
given aſſurance in this manner , We arerefolvednot to ingape ' 
any VF ar before the neceſſity and lawfulneſie thereof be cleare1 , ſo@ 
all who are wel- affefied may be ſatisfied therewith , yet now they 
have ingaged in War without any ſuch clearing of the | 
firy and lawfalnefle thereof , or fatisfaftion given to the 
wel -2ffeted. | | | f 
Another is , that although there are ſo great profeſſions 
and offers in the generall to ſatisfie what ean be defired for 
the ſecurity of Religion , yer none of thoſe particulars 
fired by the late Commiſſion of the Kirk for the ſecurity @ 
Religion have been granted. We ſhall here onely grve 1 
ſtance in one of thoſe defires ; which was , that his Maj# 
ſties conceſſions and offers concerning Religion , ſent hon 
from the Iſle of Wight, having been found by the ſaid 
Commiſion unſarisfactory and deſtruCtive ro rheCovenanly 
might be by the Parliament declared unſatisfactory x0 the 
Lordſhips- | ® 
In this great point, there hath been no ſarisfa&tion givetly 
onely it was lightly touched in one clauſe of the Parliament 
Declaration, and ſo ambignouſly expreſſed, as might ſulf@F 
_ many interprerations , and although rhis ambiguity wi 
clearly laid open by the Commiffoners of the laſt Gener 
Afembly in their Repreſenration;yet to this day there hal 
been nothing publiſhed neither by rheParliamedr nor Coms 
mittee of EſtatesYo give any clearer ſatisfaQtion,by diſclait® 
ing thoſe offers and conceflionsas unſarisfa&ory to the Pats 
liament : So thar this (if there were no_more) gives W 
great cauſe to apprehend rhat there is a greater myſterylatel 
1n that buſineſſe they yet appeareth. * 'Y 
A third thing which ſeemeth ſtrange to'usis , That that 
Lordſhips defire of arguments from Scripture toprove Ul 
polawfulnelſe of this Eogagement was not propoundedW 
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Aſſembly, 1648) 403 
heCommiſfioners of the laſt Aſſembly,before the 
the Declaration of Parliament, and before the IS ores da 
it had been molt orderly & feafonable) but is now pxopoun- 
fd af after publick reſolutions and Declarations, yeanox till. 
ole reſohitſoas are put th aCtyall execution. 
However ſec ſeeing rheir' Lordſhips do now deſire” — 
f oo Scri / 3-4 for the unlawfulnefſe of the En 4 
We anſwer , Tharas joyning and concurring 1 
ment 1s. unlawfull to allthe wel-affeRed in Kg: 
m, their conſciences being altogether uoſari 
hwfalne e thereof? and as itisnnlawfull in the megan of 
puttring it tin Execution , betng accompanied with ſo 
juries , reflions 2 and cryiogabominations 3 oy 
ſ much Ears of piety; ſoit is uolayigll in *h&, own 
mture of it,*.antd as iris ſtared upon the grounds of theſh 
arations of Parliaments and Committee of Elkates. I 6 


is unlawfylriefſe e of the Engayement init ſelf, we have 
&monſtrare in the Eo herewith c imunicare ro, 
their Lordſhips &, uk unto which we remit them For 


Refary $47 d6 nor deubt*but their Loraf | 
Bok je ofthe evill of rt 7; Loy £7 In, 


s and ne 


= obleaſe ro call it) chat fe - a moſt 


ment to be repented of, and forſaken by all 

| e have dio it , as they defire tom & their peace. 
nd we heartily wiſh rhar ther Lordſhips ſub= 

MTps -detp.5m 'be reall reſtimonies ;''that rheir 

ng hor Fe rs nie prove was from areall erobein-, 


hsr to ei Lord bigs other defire of our end alich* 


fom the Word of that the Kirk hath intereſt in the. 


wdertakings and Engagements in War , and what that 


| rereſt 1 is , We had thought this point tobe Without conrro- 
ferfie in this Kingdom , not onely in reſpe&of dre 


Ware, their joyning and co-operating (each in their pr 
a the former Expeditions of this Kingdom 1 
Wb 'bur alſo becauſe rhe v R Cokectures which 
kave been between ge of mag State concert-" 
A— 4g- 
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10g this undertaking and Engagement , dothplainly ſuppoſe 
an intereſt of the Kirk in ſuch affairs. y 
If their Lordſhips mean any pelitick tntereſt 1n ſuch un-' 
dertakings, we claim no ſuch thing , if the meaning be. of x 
Spirituall intereſt and ſo far as concerneth the point of Cons' 
ſcience, there can be no doubt thereof maJeby ſuch as do 
with David make the reſtimonies of the Lord their Coun, 
lers, Pſalm 119. 24. And conſult with Godas he uſed aye 
in undercaking War: lr is alſo to beremembred that Jos 
and all the Congregation of 1ſrge[were cqmmanded to go 
apdin atthe word of Bliazer the Prieit,who was to aske cours 
cell of the Lord for them , Numb, 27. 38: _Hith not the 
Wotd of God preſcribed to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate the Rus! 
les of a lawfull War , And doth ir nor belong, to pare ulat 
Miniſters, much mereto the Aﬀemblies of the Kirk, to 
declare the minde of God from Scripture, for all forrs of dus' 
ries, and againſt all ſorts of fins, And ifthe preſent War dg 
a.Caſe of conſcience » and alledged to bethe molt firand n& 
cellary means for preſervation of Religion, who ſcerh not 
tharthe Kirk hath an undoubreg, intereſt iti reſglving anÞ 
derermining ſuch acaſe ofConſcience fromthe word ofGods 


raining a good and ſafe rule for ſuch Caſes ,' The Duries 
the ſecond Table, as well as of the firſt, as namely, 


Duti.. aerween King and Subje. Parents and Childregy: 


Husbards and Wives Maſters and Servants, and the like: 
being contained 1n, and to þe taught and cleared from the 
Word of God, are in that reſpeCt, and ſo fat as concernetly 
the point of Conſcience, a ſubjeR of Miniſteriall Dottrine,, 


and in difficult caſes a ſubje of cognizance and Judgeme 
tothe Aſſembliesof the Kirk, 


_—_—__—_— _ 
i w_ 
eo 
— - * = 
- 


v2 = =o ml hs 0D How m ow ee a 4 oe. oe I 


Aſembly; e648) &— 407 
Eodem die Poſimeridiem , Sell. 23. 
ADeclaration and Exhortation of the Gene+ 


rall Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland , to their 
' = Brethrenof England. 


AS neceſſity of preſerving a right underſtanding and 
mutuall confidence berwixe the Chugches of Chriſt in 
both Kingdoms conſtrain ns » ſo the good acceptance and 
th: ſuitable affeftions that the Declaration ofthe laſt Gene- 
rall Af:mbly met wich in England from the Lovers of the 
Covenantand preſent-Reformation , together with the ma= 
ny Teſtimonies that have of late been given unto the Truth in 
thar Land , invites and incourages us to make known unto 
oar Brethren there, our ſenſe of the preſent condition of 
publick affairs » ſo far as concerns Religzon and rhe point of _ 
Conſcience, 

The difpenſation of God in ruling of the Nations , and in 
thereyolurions of his Providence towards them, is fall of 
wonderin all the earth; And we, wholivein this {land , 
have cauſe to look upon it with Tpeciall obſervation, in re- 
gard of that which concerns our ſelves. For many genera }. 

ns theſe two Kingdoms ſtood at odds and were the inſtru» 
ments of many ſufferings and calamiries one roanother, uns 
nll at laſt the Lord having compaſſion upon both , did unire 
them under one King ; which grear and long defired Bles- 
ſing hath received ſuch increaſe from oar being united roge= 
ther in one League and Covenant as doth adde much to the 
food and happineſle of both Nations: Therefore isit ro be 

poked upon by all the Lovers of Truth and Peace in theſe 
Landsas a juſt ground of much thanksgiving & many praiſes 
nmnto GOD , even in the day of our greateſt calamity 
SJ and affliftion whar ever befall , as we know no cauſe why 
{we — forget ſo agreata meicy or repent of ſo good 2 
'F VorK. 
Bur as the common Enemies of theſe Kidgdoms ſtudieg 
by all means to keep them from entring into that Covenant , 
i bath all their power and Policy, now , for five years paſt, 
Cc 3 cen 
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'A Thus 
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GOD rhey were ſcattered and brought to confuſion," 


* voked the Lord again to raiſe our of the” dult the ho 


 1nthepreſervarionand defence of the true Religion and 
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beenimplayedto bring itto nought. Asſoon axit had bei 
the Poptſh , Prelaticall and'Malignant Party did bend aff 
their forces againſt ir; and when by the - mighty band.of 


3 - 
4* 
"—_ 


their ſtead ood up in England a generation who have perver- 
e<d the Truth, and by turning aſide imo Errour have obſtru« 
cted rhe work of Reformation; and by forſaking of the 
Covenant, and forgetting of the Oath of GOD , have 
brought agrear rgproach upon his Name, 'and made the 
Enemy to blaſpheme; whoſe unthankfulneſle and unſtedfaſt 


* 


neſſe , with the mary provecations of tha Lands, hat Y 
rn 


Malignants , and roarm them with ſuch power asis terrible 
to his People , and threatenes his Work wirhruine, A 
albeit . we acknowledge our ſelves bound and are ſti]! reſol 
to preſerve and defend his Majeflies Perſon and Authorig 


berties of the Kingdoms : Yet itis unto us matter of y 
great ſorrowand grief that fo many in our Land ſhould { 
farjoyn 1 Malignant Deſignes , and that there ſhould by 
found amongſt us who have undertaken and are now putting 
1n execution an unlawfull War promoving their ends 
oppoſing and making void (fo far as in them lies) the 
of rhe Covenant: Nevertheleſle in this we. cannor but re 
Joyce that they went not withoura Witneſle and a Warning 
difſwading them to go. 1 
And we deſire our Brethreu of England to know , thatas 
very conſiderable number of theWMembers of the Parly 
ment did difſent from and proteſt againſt the proceedings( 
the major partin reference to this Engagemeut, ſo all th 
particular Synods and Presbyteries in this Kingdom ea 
cepting ſore few , who by reaſon of theif remoteneſle a 
ſhorteneſſe of time had not the opportunity, have mo 
harmoniouſly joyned withand ſeconded the Deſires of ty 
Commiſſioners of the Geueral Aſſembly ſor an 
unlawful a War: And now the Commiſſioners out of al 
the Provinces' conveened in this National Aſſembly, 8 
after an exatt examination they have-unanimouſly approveey}: 
the proceedings of the Commiſſionersof the former Aﬀems 
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inſt that Engagement; ſo have they emitted a De- 
; Am to all the Penle of GOD in = Land, rick, ol 
irto be contrary to GODS Word and ro the ſolemn League 
and Covenant « Neither have Miniſters onely by their 
ching , and Kirk Iudicatories by rheir Petitions and 
Declarations given teſtimony againſt ir z bur many others 
inthis Land alſo by ſu>plicaring the High and Honourable 
Court of Parliament for farisfattion to their Conſcience 
thereanent: And when it conld not be obtained many 
have choſen rather to ſuffer the ſpoiling of their goods wirh 
joy, then ro {in againſt GOD by complying with an e- 
vil courſe, And many of the Officers of our former 
Army , whoare of ſpecial note for cheir good carriage and 
deſerving in the Cauſe of GOD, haverather chooled to 
quir-thetr charges then ro joyn in it : Nay, the well- 
affefted , both Miniſters and People , as theygo bear teſti« 
mony againſt it before men, ſo groan under it before 
GOD, Sothat this charaGter may juſtly be-put upon it by 
all who ſball ſpeak of it now or in afcer Ages» Thar as it is 
afoul breach of the Covenant under a pretenceand profes« 
fion of being for the ends of the Covenant, ſobeing car= 
ned on againſt the Conſciences of rhe people, and contrary 
tothe molt harmonious and univerſal Teſtimaniesof many 
Presbyteries and Synods thar have been given againſt it, itis 
a inning with many witneſſes: A paralel will hardly be 
found in this or in any other Land wherein a publick ſinful 
courſe hath been carried on with ſo high a hand againſt the 
Conſciences of the People of G O D,, and againſt ſo many 

I] Varnings of the Servanzs of GOD, and general oppoſi- 
*} ton from the Judicatories of the Kirk; which yet 1s the 
n lels ro be wondred ar, becauſe the greateſt part of thoſe 

who have been moſt aCtive in contriving and carrying on of _ 

*Y the ſame , were either once open Enemies, 'or alwayes 
s ſecret underminers , or indifferent and neurral-in the Cauſe 

"4 GOD. 

3+ } But whanſoever be the falling away of ſuch , we ſhall de- 
4 $8 and do expett rhat our Breckren in England, who con= 
-Yinue faithful > may reſt confident of rhe generality of all 
+ Jack of chis Kingdom as were at firſt ative'io' promoting 
Cc 4 the 
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e Covenant and Work of Reformatiou, that they are alfy' 


ſ111 fairhful in adhering thereumo , and walking after their" 
former principles do reſolve to abide ſtedfaſt and to hold 
faſt the bands of Brotherhood and union between theſes: 
Kingdoms : Neither are we leffe confident of the like Rev 
ſplutions and AﬀeSions of our Brethren in England: The 
many Teſtimonies which the Truth and Cauſe 
CHRIST, the:Covenant and Presbyrerial Governmizne 
have Jate!y received from that cloud of Witneſſes of the 
Miniſtery in ſeveral P1ovinces and Countries of that Kings 
dom, after the example of the worthy Miniſtery of the 
City of London , againſt the Errours of Independency , Anai 
baptiſm, Antinomianiſm, Arminianiſm ', Socimnianiſm , Famis 
iſm, Libertnuſm,, >ceptiſm , -Eraſtiamiſm » aud other new 
and dangerous DoQtrines {pred and re: erved amongſt many 
in that Nation; As they are unto us matter of great vrail 
and hearty: thanksgiviny unto GON, {oalloan evide 
of the ſtedfaſtneſs of many in England, and atoken forg 
and a wide door ofhope that the Lord will perfect his Work 
and bring forth the headſtone of his Houſe in. that Land; 
_ Irſhall be the wiſdom af each Nation to keep the golden 
bxt 4 pared of truth and righteousnefſe berwixr the crooked 
wayes of Maltgnants upon the one hand and Setteries upoy 
the other , and for each of the Nations (o ro look upon anos 
ther, asto diſtinguiſh berwixt tne prevalent part and ig 
better part , and berwixt friends and foes. , 
We conceive it ro be high time for both Nations to ſearch 
* andery their ways and turnagain ro the LORD, that he "7 
hath wounded us may heal us , znd he who hath broken 
may bindeus up. The fin of both hath been the depart 
from the rule of the Covenant , and 'thart we did not trult 
God for the prefeCting of his Work , walking by the rule 
of picty, bat raok our ſelvesto humane polices, 2nd endeas 
youred to catry it on hy carnal and worldly means. Fot 
as Scotland did to much connive at and comply with Malige 
nants, which is the immediare and neereſt cauſeof all our 
preſent troubles and diſtractions ; ſo England neglectingts 
kold faſtthe truth and ro ſubmit themſe]ves ro the Govern® 
ment of Jeſus Chriſt , ſoclearly held forth by che pious 
earne 
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\ done for the Houle of the God of Heaven. 
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Afeembly » 1648. 45> 
fearned Aſſembly of Divines , did connive at many abes'- 
minable Blaſphemiesand Errors, and'c ing with Se- 
fries » gave way to their wicked Tolerations Nether isit't - 
thelea{Fpart of the fin of both Lands, that they have more 
minded the ourward then the inward Reformation , the'e- 
refting of the outward Fabrick of GODS Houſe, then 
the Sriding furniture ſor it by advancing the power of the 
Goſpel ,” that his glory may be ſeen in his Temple. Becauſe 
of theſe things is there great wrath fromthe LORD a: 
gainſt theſe Kingdoms ; and this controverfie ſhall be conti- 
nued until we really turn away from our- crooked paths: 
Therefore as we with that none of this Land may flatter - 
themiclves in rheir evil wayes, bur repent and amend , ſo ' 
we defire ourBrerhren of England to conſider what hath been 
the bitrer fruits of their ſlow progreſſe in and negleR of the 
Work of Reformation, and of their connivance at and com- 
ying with SeQtaries, and to do no moreſo, but that what- 
oever is'commanded by the God of Heaven, it be diligently 


We truſt that rhe Parliament of Eng/and will be wiſe to | 
remember and conſider rhe great mercies of GOD towards * 
themiin delivering them from all their Enemies, & the many ” 
opportunities pur into their hands for advancing and eſtab- 
ſhing the work of Reformation ; for negle&t whereof 
God hath now again threarned coliftup their Enemies above 
them , that he may once more prove what they will do for 
his Name ,-and- for ſerling the order of his Houſe. God-- 
forbid that they ſhould run from one-extream to another, 
from compliance with Sectaries to compliance with Malig- 
nants, and hearken to terms of an unſafe and finful Peace , 
We cannor bur abhor the purpoles of any who mindethe 
ſubverſion of Monatchical Government, which we heartily 
wiſh to be preſerved aad conrinted in his Majeſties Perſon, 
and Poſterity; and we do no lefle diflike the Pratiſes of 
thoſe whodeal ſo hardly with his Majefties Perſon, earneſtly * 
m_ thar he were in the condition he was into by the ad- ; 
vice of both Kingdoms before he was takenaway by a party 
of Sir Thomas Fairfax Army ; Nor are we againſt the reſtox- 
1og of the King to the exerciſe of his power 1a aright order 

> c 5 - ' - ans 


CU 
N 


and way, - 'Yet confidering what great expence of blog 
and pains theſeKingdoms have been at for maintaining theip., 
;aſt-libertzes and bringing the Work of Reformatian. thig. 
tepgrh; And conſidering his Majeſties great averſneſſe fron, 
ferhing Reformation of Religion, and his adhering ſtilleg,; 
Epiſcopacy 3 We truſt rhat ſecurity will be demanded and; 
had from his Majeſty for Religion , before he be braaght;. 
to one of his Houſes in or neer about London , with.hongur, ; 
freedom and fafery-. And conſidering of what importance 

theſolemne League and Covenant 1s untoall the intereſts of. 
both Kingdoms concerning their Religion ; Liberties and; 
Peace, to make an agreement without eſtabliſhing of ir," 
were not only torob theſe Nations of the bleſſings they haves. 
already attained by it, but ro open adoorto let in alt the core 
ruptions that nave been formerly 1n theKirks of God in theſe 
Jands,& all che abuſes and uſurparions that haye been in thes 
Civil government, &again co divide theſe rwoKingdoms thats 
are now fo happily united and canjoyned: & therefore as we? 
wiſh rhit all mis-underſtanding betwixt the Nations» & ben 
ewixtthe King 8 People may be remaved,thar there may be: 
a happy & laſting Peace, ſothat there may be no agreemeny. 
without eſtabliſhing and enjoyning:the Covenant in all theſe! 
three Kingdoms ; and that for this «end God would give; 
wiſdom to all that are intruſted in. the managing of-publick?! 


a {furs that they may ſeaſonably diſcover and carefully ayoid; 


CA. 


all ſnares which maybe laideither by.Sefaries;, -or;Maligey 
nants', orboth, under colour of Treaty of Peace... Andy 
we-are confident, through the: Eord.,  thar allthe obſtru-} 
Cionsand oppoſitions , by-which his work has-beeaxetarde} 
ed and interrupted in this Iſland , ſhallnot ogely be taken; 
out of the way » but ſhall turn to rhe adyantage and further-# 
ance of itat laſt, The onely wiſe God can and will bring® 
abour his holy purpoſes by unkikely , -yea by contrary me=- 
ans: And God forbid that either -our Brethrenjn-England; 
or our ſelves ſhould give way to.deſpondency i 1 and; 
caſt away the hopes of that ſo much prayed for and-ſo-muCh: 


- wiſhed for Reformation of -Religion., and Uniformity in» 


all the parts thereof according to:the Covenant: And now» 
it-is our hearts defire and prayer-ro God , that awiiſt 4he” 
many 


| 
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ad | maty tryals'and tentations of cheſe rimies «none of the $e 
ir. | vans of God and wigfheſles of Jeſus Chriſt may oy Arc <br o 
orkf; rochemſelves.tocomply either with the' Malignanr 
poo upon the ,one-haug), .or with SeCtariesupon the other 

eren pray {or-us, andthe God- of all grace, who hath 
alled us unto his erernalglory , afcer that ye bave ſuffered a 
while , tnakeyou perfect, ftabliſh ſtrengthen and ſertle-you, 


yo 


| Augult, 2.1648, Antemer idizem , Seſl. 26. . 
"I An/wer to the Letter of the Reverend Afdem- 


bes bly of Divines in England. 

% Right Honeurable , Right Reverend and Wel beloved in 

0) ow LORD, .* 

of E ceaſe not to give thanks to the Father of our Lord 
ty Jeſus, by whoſe ſtrength you keep the Word of hispa» 
y. tience now in theſe times, when many depart frorh the Fairh, 


hd 
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ping heed to ſeducing Spirits ; As alfo, thar he who hath 
tounded Fon , hath been pleaſed , by our Covenant 'fworn 
oth? moſt high God, to lay the hopefull foundation of a 
by rious Work in theſe three Kingdoms , ro unite hisPe- 
J ople therein , as one ſtickin the hand of the'L ORD; 

| We cannot bur acknywledge to the Honour and Glory of 
+} the Lord, Wonderfiill in counſell and excellent in working, 


7 that ge bath ſtrongly united the ſpirits of all rhe pooly in _. 

* this Kingdom, and ofhis Servantsin the Miniſtery ; firſtia 4 
"TY thefeverall Presbyteries and Synods ,”*nd now in rhis Nati- -: 
i onall Aſembly , inan unanimous and conſtant adhering t6 M0 
: our firſt Ptinciples and the Solemn League and Covenant, 


And particularly in g'Ving 2 teſtimony againſt the preſent 
urlawfull Engagement in War': Yerit 'ſemeth good 5 the 
LORD who hath his Fire in X;on and Furnace in Feruſalem , 
forthe purging of the veſſels of his houſe to ſuffer mary ad» 
rerſariesto ariſe with violence to obſtriut and ſtop this greax + | 
and effeftuall door, which the Lord hath opened unto us. AY 
But we know that he openeth ,; and no man ſhutteth', \and y 
{utteth , and no man'6þtneth': yea; the will cauſe my 
ww 


_ CC” 
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who ſay they are for the Covenant andare not, but areFagl. 
mies thereto , anddo aflociate with Malignants or SeCtarieg I; 
toacknowledpe that God hath loved us, and thar his-cruth ! 
Is1nusand with us. And now dearly/beloved , ron ol. 
Lord hath kept you together ſo many years, when the 4 
of the Warriour hath been withjconfuſed noiſe , and garny | « 
ents rolled in blood , the Lord alſo fitting as a reſiner to | 
rifie the Sons of Levi, and bleſſing you with unity and ſound} 
neſſeinthe Faith , we are confident you will nor -ceaſeto } | 
give 2publick teſtimony for Chriſt , both againſt SeRaria Þ | 
and all Seducers, who prophecie lies in the name of the | | 
LORD, andagainſt Mslignants and Incendiaries (the 1 
Prelaricall and Popiſh Fattion') who !now again beſtirth 
ſelves to hold up the:rotren and tettering throne of. Anti Þ i 
chriſt, andare ( whatever they pretended) the reall ene JF] 1 
mnesof Reformation : As alſo, thatasrhe Embaſſado 
Jeſus Chriſt andjhis Watchmen, you will;give ſeaſonable 
ning to the Honourable Houſes of Parliament , that now 
( after the loſſe of the opportunity of ſo many years ) t! C 
would , in theirplaces, repair the Heuſes of rhe L OR | 
that lyerh ſo long deſolate, and promove the work of R& Þ| ! 
formation and Uniformity according to the Coyenant. 7} 1 
Forifthe Honourable Houſes of Parliament had timely &j © 
made uſe of that power , which God hath put in their hands Y n 
for.ſ\nppreſling of S:Qarics, and had takea a ſpeedy cours ; 
for ſerling of Presbyteriall Government, ( a ſpeciall arid &$ 
feftuall means appointed by God to purge his Churckfrom'Y 6 
all ſcandals in Do&trine and Praftiſe ) Then had nor thei a 
folencie of that party arriſen to ſuch a height, as to give 0&ÞY | 
caſion tothe Malignants of both Kingdoms to juſtific an&Y P 
bleſle themſelyes in their old oppoſition to the work of R&Y a 
formation, and to encourage one another, tonew and moe 
dangerous attempts; Neither had the Malignant party eve 
rown ſo ſtrong 1n this Kingdom , if the -SeCtaries had ne 
connived atin ENGLAND ; For theirprimeÞY T 
pretence ( for their prefentrifing in Arm2s) is, thar th 
may ſuppreſs the SeCtaries, and vindicate the King front 
that baſe condition, unto whichfhezs brought by rhar par! 
Yettheſe do not wiſely, aer well , who ayoiding oro 


poſing 


- , 


Aſſembly; 1645. 4n5 
ing Sectariſme, ſplit themſelves upas the rock of Malig- 
jobng , and by bing WIS by he han how » do own 
all the cruelty bloodſhed and other ungodly and unjult Acts, 
which they have done fince the beginning of this Reformart» 
on; Andas we take thankfully your teſtimony of gourſtei= 
ang ſoſteady & eyen a courſe between the dangerous rocks 
of Prophaneſſe and Malignancy on the one haud , and of 
Errours, Schiſme, Herefic and Plalpheimigen che other hands 
$0 we trultſye will not ceaſe to give teſtimony, againſt both 
theſe evils, and repeſentthe ſame to the Honourable Houſes 
of Patliament, as you ſhall have fit eccaſion3 - And that 
will gravely. wane your diſſenting Brethren what a doar 
ey keep openiWMhr Errors. and Herefies ,-by their rene of 
Ingependency ; Wherebythey leave'no means off Author 
tative Ecelefnſtick Suppreffion of Errours z If an Independend 
ongregrtion will pleaſe to-ownthem. - We alſo are conſt» 
} &x<thar you will be retnembrancers to that famous City 
of London, andirhe whole Kingdom , of rheix Engagement 
the LORD, inſthe'folemn League and' Covenants 
Nor will we ſuffer our felves to believe rharthe wel-affefted 
w:he Houſes of Parliament, In theCity of Landey4l 
ughout that whole Kingdom will agree or harken /tg 
motions of any ſuch Treaty of Peace;zasleaves'out the 
ity for Religion, the Caufe of G'Q'D," and the Ja! 
*_ {emo League and Coyeuantz Thus deſiring rhe continuance 
oy ofyour Prayers to God for us , in; this hour of temptations 
vY nd promiſing ( through hisgrace and ſtrength) ro continue 


inprayers for yon, We commit you tothe infinite Wiſdem. 
y Power 3 Goodnefle , and Faithfulneſle of our bleſsed God 

'Y 4nd Eather in Chriſt, in whom we are; - '. Wit 
My 2 Auguſt 1648. Your very loving and afſeAionate 


Brethren te ſerve youg  -\, 
DIRECT. 


Tothe Right Honourable, The Miniſtersand Elders 
And Right Reverend the conveened in the Gene» 
Afembly of Divines in rall of the Kirk 

| Sree now aſſembled 

nt Weſtminſter, 
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The Humble Supplication of the Gener all "4 


| Jembly, Tezbe Right Homnourablethe Committee) " 


— of Eftates. 
30 DON « "1: 


(7 Hereas the High andHonourable Conrt of Parliattie 
"Wy 2nd your Lordfhips: were pleafedro irjayn; the {il 
feriprion of a-Declaration and 'Band' of the date Fwne Y! 
1648. And we having found after ſuth examination atid ry 
2,25 1s-comperentxothe Servants of God 1 Eccleſiie 
way; that the ſame is'a ſnarexorheConſcifites of the Be 


os 


| rm this: Land to ihvolve: theni i16-pmF ine 


TY © 
wo | 
' 


[9 


of 


Im@to drawthiem from their former principles an#& Vowel 


the ſolemn League and Covenant; as doth miorefiilly ippalt 


tour A cdncerning the ſame herewith preſepeed- uf 18 

your Lordſhips.': Therefore fromour zeal to tie glorye 

GOP and render.care of the ſoulscommitred unto is3an | 
: 


57-04v <fonoration ; As we do-(crioufly exhorrithatiye 
ordſhips* would be fenſible vf the guilt thar you havea 
dy brought wpon your ſelves aud others ,' by"r{ayi 


- 


ad #fgirs thar ſubſcription, So we do earneſtly and inte - . 
bowels of Jeſw Chriſt intreat , That your Lordſhips woulth » 
take ſuch order 'and courſe as that:tr- may be no frtl&Y .. 


"And becauſe the:'people groan under the violencel 
opptefion 'of Officers and Sonldiers in their Quarterings 
otherwiſe throughourall rhe corners of theCountrey(wt 
avithathaffcended into the ears of the Lord of Hoſts* ſo 
doubtnotbut itis come ro your knowledge) We conceal 
it tobe incumbent to us to repreſent the ſameto your Lots 
on 3 beſeeching and obreſting. you thatas yourwonldh 
defire that the Lord ſhould viſtt becauſe of: rheſt things; 
you would think peri an effeCtuall remedy for purify 
and redrefſing what is paſt , and preventing the likejp 10h 
coming» watt 
ty a s 


% 
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refled* upon ' the” people. of - G O: D. . throighour "WY 


Aﬀembly, 1648. 415 
And whereas by an'A& and inhibition'ef your Lordſhipe 
| The Liberty of Printing being-6ne of the Kirks Pri es 
» | confirmed by Parliamenris reftraine&, Therefore we'ims 
treat that the inhihictiornripon the Printers may be taken off. 
And now having condifeended upon'{Declatationro all 
+ | the Members of this Kitk concerningpreſent dangers | 
tis, Wedo in all humility offer the ſitmeto your L) 
together with our Anſwer ro tlie Paper aft fenrro us from 
your L6tdſhips )- profeffing inthe fight of 2G OT  ( 
rvants* weate ) that we have walked herein accord 
20 te rule of hisWord', and have nothing our eyes bt 
< Wloty' MIR -» his Ia ate- ; ppt” cr 
rs your Loxdships chat you would {griouſly ponderthe , 
1 the fare without: tare and trees Gere to be ce 
_ forted in the diy of your accomprs., to mg 
Jght that is hoJden forth therein from'GodsWord, it 21 


#2 ; 2 
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Auguſt 3.1648. Antemeridiem, Sell; X XVE 


Af? for cenſuring Miniſters fi thei flened, 
a" ' 4#d n0t It peaking to the corruptions of thetinae., 2; 


L LIT bs 2 20 11hAk- }_ 
4 » $orm Genetall Afſembly , rakingrotheieſcriomah 
SY & deration, thegreart ſcandals which have lately 4n 2 
*Y fed, partly chroupt ſome Miniſters their reſerving ard; pot — 
awing of themſelves againſt the prevalent fins of :uhe Te ce 
nes , -pattly through rheſpite , Malignity., agd fy 
*Sfothersagainſt ſuch-Miniſters as have faithfully and xe 
TY ftproved the Sins of the times without.reſpe@of, perſons. 
Yf Do therefore for preventing and removing ſuch oedy 


: 
wy 
"» 


hereafter , Appointand Ordain, that every Miniſter doz 

oY the word of Wiſdom apply his Doftrine faithfally 
Y t<publick Sins and Corruprions of theſe -rimes , and: parry 

NY ticularly againſt rhe Sins and Scandals-m that Congregation 

A Whereinhe lives, according tothe Att ofthe Generall, Asy 
= {*mbly 1556. revived by rhe Afembly art Glaſgow, L633 = 
288 Ippointing that ſuch as shall be found} got applying gheie 
WO; | 


46 The Generall 
Dg&rine to comruptions ,' which is the Paſtorall gift ; cold 
and wanting of Spirituall zeal , flatrers and difſembling'} 
publick-fins, and eſpecially of-great Perſonages in; ther. 
Congregarious , that all ſuch perſons be cenſured according 
to the degree of their faults and continuing therein be depril. 
ved; And according to the AR of rhe es Aſemlhl 
x646. Seſ]. 10. That beſide all other ſcandals , filencey.xx 
ambiguous ſpeaking in the publike Cauſe much more det 
Riug and digaffefted ſpeeches be ſeaſonably cenſured £ hy 
therefore th2 Errours and exorbitancies of Settaries in Zig: 
Jand are not to be paſisd in ſilence , bnt plain warning toi 
given. of the Yanger. of ſo near'a contagion, , that . prop 
maybeware of it » and ſuch as negle& rhis dury to be Cs 
ſured by their Presbyteries , So it 15 rhoughr fie and Appai 
zed by the Aſſembly , conform to the foreſaid Atts. T 


: 


the man current of applications in Sermons may run alow 
inſt the evils that prevail at home, and namely ag; 
the contempt of the Word, _ all profaneſſe, agai 
e preſent defection from the League and Covenant, a 
& unlawful Eagagemenc in War:;. agaiult the: unla 
Bandand Declaration of the Date of the to. of June-orc 


td"to be ſubſcribed by all #he Subje&s ; and orher.u 
Decrees eſtabliſhed by Law, againſt the Plots and Pract 

of Malignants, and againſt the Principles and 'Tenents' 
Ereſtiansſm\, which ſpread among divers in this Kingdem 
For the better coufutation whereof, it is hereby Recam I} 
mended to the Miniſtery to ſtudy rthar point of controvertF / 
well, that they may be the more able ro ſtop the mout 
painſayers : Tis alſo hereby Recommended to the ( 
Presbyteries and Provincial Synods , 'that they -make 
Cialenquiry and trial concerning all the Miniſtery in that 
bounds, Andif any be found too ſparing —— z Or an 
biguous in the forefaid applications and reproofs rhat ths 
be ſharply rebuked , deale with, and warned te.a 
under the pain of ſuſpenſion from their Miniſtery ; 'A 

after ſuch warning given they amend not , that ſuch be ſuk 
pended by Presbyteries , and in caſe of their negligenceby 
the Synods till the next General Aſſembly ; Bur if rhere be 
any, Why do neglect and omit ſuch applications _ | 

| prom 


Aſembly, "1648; | 4ry 


proofs , and continue in ſuch negligence after admonition 


> of 2pd dealing with them , they are tobe cired , and afrer due 


Al trizll of the offence to be devoſed', for being pleaſers of 
{ men rather thenſervants of Chriſt , for giving} themiſelyes to 

adereſtable indifterency or neutrality in theCauſe of God,8& 
a for defrauding rhe ſouls of people , yea for being highly 
x guilty of the blood of ſoulsin not giving them warming : 

Nach more are ſuch Miniſtersto be cen\ured with Depoe 

jon from their Miniſtry who preach for the lawfulnts or 

ay for the ſucceſs of the preſent unlawfull Engagemiene , 


ob. erthar go along with the Army themſelves, or whoſub= 


ſcribe any Bands or take any Oartbs not approved by the 
General Afſembſy or their Commiſſioners,or by their coun- 
ſe], countenance or approbation make themſelves acceflory 
tothe raking of ſuch Bands and Oaths by others: Ir isrobe 
underſtood rhatifany Miniſter preach in defence of of pray 
for the ſucceſls op-che Sefaries 1n E ngland , he is likewayes 
tobe cenſared by depoſition. And this we adde as a gene- 
fall rule ro be.obſerved on both hands, but not as if we *1 
found any of the Miniſtery of this Kingdom to be favanrers 
of the SeRaries in England: 
Andin caſe any Miniſter for his freedom in preaching g 
and fairhfull diſcharge of his conſcience ſhall be in the face 
.ofthe Congregation or elſewhere upbraided, railed ar , 
mocked, or threatened, or if atty injury or violencebe done 
to his perſon, orany ſtop and diſturbance made to him in 
TY theexerciſe of his Miniſteriall calling, The Presbyrerie of 
I the bounds ſhall forthwith enter in precefſe with the offen« 
der, and whoever he be Charge him to ſatisfie the Disct- 
J pline of the Kirk by publick Repentance, which if any do 
"nor; or refuſe ro do , That then the Presbyterie proceed 
to Excommunication againſt him In all which Presbyte- 
fiesand Synods are togive an accourit of their diligence : 
And the Aſſembly Appoints this Aﬀttobe intimate 1n the 
ſeveral Congregations of this Kirk. _ * 


A —— 
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Auguſt 4.1648. Poſtmeridiem , Seff. 21:1] 1 
Overturesconcerning the education of theHies® 

* Land Boys in the Province of Argyle. + |» 
T His day the report following being made from rhe Cons | 
Argyle , viz. 


 mitree concerning the education of Hie - land Boys it. 
i? 
The Committee eftrig deb remitted by the Generall 4: 
ſembly 8a us concerning the Hie - land Boys ( who are Ls 
ke | 


_ go be furty mn of good ſpirits and approven by 
Province of Argyle) Dobumbly thing that four of them wh 
are ready for the Colledge should be recommended to the Vnivers | | 

. ities v0 ger Burſes on mevery Colledge. As for the reſt of the 46, | j 
ho are to be brought up at Grammar Schools , The Commits g 
gee thinks that if the ſaid Boys 5hould be ſcattered throught 

i 


- 


mngdom they should loſe the Irich Language » an1 ſo the 4p 
fembly chall fail of their purpoſe to make them uſefull fort 
Hie'-lands: And therefore do humbly concerve that it we 1 
fitting that every Congregation pay yearly forurty Shillings $a 
for 4 = 9egs, Aug ſard Boys at Schools inG|:{gow , or 8 
other places where many of them may be tozether accepted, 


| 


A 


and that the money be brought in yearly to the General Aſſembh } - 
by the Commiſſioners of Prrsbyterzes . and that Presbyteries ap 
ment or deminssb the ſaid proportion according to the ability}: 


2 


every Cangregation. al; 


The Aſſembly having conſidered the foreſaid Repotty 
| Approves the firſt Qyerture, And recommends Colm Canf 
? bellro the Univerfiry of Aberdeen , Duncan Campbell to Edaw 
. burgh , Patrick Campbell to Glaſgow » Lachary Macculum 
St. Leonards Colledge in St. Andrews: As alſo Approve 
ſecond Overture , ſeriouſly Recommending to PresbyirF- 
ries, That the ſaid fonrty ſhillings be colleGed carcfully d « 
ſent to Glaſgow , Andthe Miniſters of G/aſgow ſhall appoili 
ſome ſufficient man in that Town ro receive the ſaid Colls 
G&ion from Presbyreries , And to take charge of the boordſ 
__ ing and entertainment of the ſaids Boys in G/aſgow at Schow 
P les, and they ſhall ſend in the names of the Boys witha f 
h ghicare of their proficiency yearly ro the Genarall Aſſembl F 


21} find this Colleftion ſhall onely-endure for the ſpace of 
ies twelve years; 


—_—— 
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- Auguſt 5.1648. eAntemeridiem, Seft 30, 
*{ Explanation of the fifth Article of the Over? 

All. tures concerning Appeals paſt inthe Aſ 

"e | lembh 5 1643, "> 


whe - bn Generall Aſſembly for clearing the fetiſe of the 
ogy fifth Article of the Overtnres concerning Appeals in 
#403 the Aſembly , 1643. Sef. 2: De Declares that if Appellas 
"I tons, Poſt /atam ſententiam be nor preſented to the, frichs 
#F tory when the ſentence is pronounced: The party ſhall then 
*FIipmediatcly afrer the ſentence proteit for liberty of Ap-= 
di: |, as he ſhall ſee cauſe 3 And accordingly within tem 
foe ſhall give in his Appealin writ under his hand, either 
PI the Judicatory or the Moderator thereof, otherwiſe the 
Appeal 1s not tobe reſpected. | 


: 
- = 
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"Eodem die 1648. Antemeridiem, Sefſ. 40. 
HY AG diſcharging depo ſed or ſuſpended Mints 


il fers from any exerciſe of the CMiniſftery ; 07 
yl medling with the ſtipend. 


+1 8 
, 4 wr 
- 


YHhe Generall Aﬀembly confderipg that accordin 
to the ancient practiſe and order of this Kirk t 
1 ©. Cenſure of Suſpenfion and pn 14 pede Minifters 


20. Acc of the Parliament, 4h 1644. And 
tiquance of ſuſpended or depofed Miniſters in-rhe cxet- 
te of the Miniſtery or in the poſſeſſionof their ipend hackt 
n & ought to be accompted and cenſured as 2 great cons 
t of the Authority and Conlites of rhe 
, by 2 — 


abfsboh ab officio aod 4 bewoficio , as is alſo acknowled ed by 
al r 


420 The General 
 Cering alſo tharthe continuance of depoſed Miniſters inth 
poſſetlion of the ſtipend , is agreat prejudice and obſtuQagſ; 
to the planting of the vaiking Kuk , and to the ſervice gf ; 
od there. Therefore do declaxeand Ordainz That who 


ſoeveraftertheſentence of Depoſition pronounce 2gaink# 
them , Doeither exerciſe any part of the Miniſterial] ph 


Ting in the places they formerly ſerved in ; or elſewhere, & 

do poſſefſe, meddle, or intromer with the ſtipend or oth} 

benefits whatſoever belonging to theſe Kirks they ſerve 
q againſt with Excommunicationfs 


at, They ſhall be proceede 
And if avy ſuſpended Miniſter during , his ſuſpenſion , & ? 
ther exerciſe any part of the Miniſter1all Calling, or into” 
met with the Stipend , That he be Depoſed, And after le 
poſition , . continuing in either of thele faults, That he'b® 
proceſſed with Excommunication; But prejudice always Q 
them of their ſtipend reſting for by-gone ſervice and of ay}* 
recompence due for building or repairng, of the Manſe 
cording to the ordinary prattiſe, And the Aﬀſembly recoupys 
mends to Presbyreries ſeriouſly to be carefull of the putting 


of this AR in execution. "1 
: S 


Auguſt 7. 1648. Antemeridiem. Seſl. XXX 


The Aſfemblies Declaration of the falshil 
and forgerie of a lying ſcandalous Pamphlet put forte 
under the name of their Reverend Brother Maſtr «YA 
Alexander Henderſon after bes death. | 


is Nor: Generall Aſſembly of this Kirk having ſeen a Prnſ®0 
red'Paper, Intituled , The Declaration of Mr. Alexa 
Henderſon principal Miniſter of the Word of GOD at Edinb 
#1 chief Commiſſioner from the K3r;of Scotlana #0 the Parlianmye'* 
and Synod of Englard made upon his death-bed. And taking 
their ſerious conſideration how m2ny groffe liesand input 
dent calumniesare kyraiy contained ; Our of the tendef! | 
ſp: which they, do bearTo his name ( which ought 

vg3,/ pzecious to them and alt poſterity , for his Fol 


-— 


. Aſemblyz:163 wat 


\ Ifervice in the grear Work of Reformationin theſs King> 
ql doms, wherein the Lord was pleaſed to make him eminent- 
rl by enrall ) and leſt through the malice of ſome, 'and 
Ignorance of others the ſaid Pamphlzt ſhould gain beliet 
- llamong the weak:r ſort, They, have thoughr:far to make 
AJkoown and declare concerning the ſame as followeth, "© 
Thar after due ſearch and trya!l they do finde that their 
el worthy brother Maſter Alexander Henderſon did from the time 
rye of bis coming from London to Newcaſtle ill the laſt moment 
- gf his departure out of this life upon all occafions manifeſt 
: theconſtincy of his judgement touching theWork of Refor= 
of mation in theſe Kingdoms 3 Namely , inall his diſcourſes 
» 4&Jand conferences” with his Majeſty , and with his Brethren 
Ki who were employed with himinthe ſame Truſt at Newcaſtle 
ao his Letters to the Commiſſioners at London, and particu= 
Shy *n his laſt diſcourſe to his Majeſtie ar his departing 
- #8fom Newcaſtle ,: being very weak and greatly decayed in his 
.coaNaturall ſtrength. When he was come from Newcaſtle by 
Sea to this Kingdom » he was in ſuch a weak worn and 
failed condition, as it was evident to all who ſaw him, that 
{he was not able to frame any ſuch Declaration , for he was 
=Þ& ſpent that he died within &ighr dayes after his arrivall; 
840d allchat he was able to ſpeak in that time did clearly 
Slew his judgement of, and aftedtion ro the Work of Refore 
Amarion and Cauſe of God to be every way the ſame.thew,, 
that ir was 1n the beginning and progreſle thereof, as divers 
Reverend Brethren who viſited'im have declared to this 
*JAſembly ,* and” particularly two Brethren who conftantly 
tended himi from the time hecame home till his: breath 
Fexpired, A further teſtimony may be brought from a ſhore 
SEConfeſſion of Faith under his hand found amongſt his Pa- 
pers» which is expreſſed as hislaſt Words, whereinamong 
wer 'mercies he declareth himſelf moſt of allobliged tothe 
eand goodneſie of God for callirg bim to believe the Proms es of 
ue Goſpel , and for exalting him to be a Preacher of hem to others , 
nd to be a Willing though weak inſtrument in this great and wonder 
WEwork of Reformation , which be earneſtly befeecketh the Lard to 
p to a bappy concluſion. Other reaſons may -beaddedfrom 
levity of theſtile and manifeſt abſurdities contained in 
k Dd 3 thac 
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Paper. Upon conſideration of all which rhis Aﬀenibl ſis 

; condemn che ſaid Pamphlet as forged, ſcandalougf gia 

2nd falſe , And further Declare the author and contriver ſen 

he ſame void of charity and a good conſcience, and a grolk} .- 
Iyarand calumniator }ed þy the Spirit of che;acculer of ty 

Þrethren, 4 
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AG. for taking the Covenant at the firſt 
gtiving of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , & L 
fot thereceiving of it alſo by all Students & * ., 

their firſt entry to Colledges. oF 


T HE General! Aſſembly according ro former r or 
& mendations, Doth Ordain that all young Srudefits nk} 


"7 


_ Covenant attheir firſt entty to 'Colledges 3. And lt 
ercafter all Pecſons wharſoever take the Covenanr ar thik 
frſt receiving rhe Sacrament of the Lords Supper : Requi 
E Eng hereby Provincial Afﬀemblies, Presbyteriesand a 
; » ver Heel be carevall oy Pi Act _— , New | 
az * ..'4+.* ;Compt thereof taken in rhe yiſitation of Wyradrers an 

Uruvorrtics ricular Kicks , andin the/tryall of Presbyteries. + * 
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Eodem tie Poſtmeriditm, Sell. 32. © 


Aﬀt concerning Þ aesbyteries mainfammghy 
-— _\BDuargidrs. * _ 
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PT"HIE Generall Aſſembly Underſtanding that the 

quent Recommmendation of preceding Afſemblie: 
maintaining Bnrſars, is by many Presbyteries neglected 
Dotherefore Ordain Synods ro Craveaccongpt thereof Youll 
Presbyreries at every Prqyinciall meeting, Which M 
the Presbyterics anſwer , ſhall be pur npou record, T 

{o the part both of Presbyreries and Synods and _ 
| | 46 
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\ce or diligence in ſo pious a work may be known by the 
gaminarion © the Provinciall books to each Generall Aſa 
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{| Auguſt g. 164g. cAntemeridiem Seſſz5. 
1 47 for dis-joyning the Presbyteries of Zete 
| land, from the Provinciall Synad of 
Orkney 4nd Cathnes. 


- rm Generall Aſſembly now 'after exaGt tryall, finding 
that the Presbytery of Jeelawd cannot meer with thePro- 
viaciall of Cathnes and Orknay to which it was adjoyned by an 
ARtofthe Aſſembly 1646. Sel. 11. And tit theallowanee 
and diſpenſation granted in the proceny Aﬀembly for the 
7 halfe of their number to keep the meeringsof the ſaid Pro- 
{4 yinciall cannor be obſerved .in reſpect of the great diſtahce 
<1 of that Ifle by ſea from the land , and the dangerousneſs of 
"the ſeas there , and of the pasſage through them , There- 
fore after hearing the parties 1nceresſed and ſerious. dehbe- 
mation of the matter , The Asſembly dorh hereby Dis-joyn 
the Presbytery of Zeeland from the Provinciall of Cathnes 
and Or4ngy , And declares for theſe reaſons, That the ſaid 
> Presbytery is to be hereafcer ſubordinate immediately to the 
{F Generall Asſ{embly, For which cauſe, their Commiſſioners 
+} are te be ſent to each GenerallAsſemblyſthe more carefully» 

 Anditis hereby recommended to them that they ſend to 

T0 the next Asſembly a particular information of the quality 
and condition of all their Kirks according to the direQtion 
8 of the ad of the preceding Asſembly Ses\. 27. Entitue 
led an act for prefling and furthering the planting of Kirks. 
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Overtures for the Remedies of the grievous 
and common Sins of the Land in this 
preſent time. 


THE Singof the Landand the Cauſes and occations they 
reof being conſidered, The following Kemedies of theſe 
Sins were propocnded. : 


Civill Remedies. 

For the preſent ,unp'll the Owertures prepared tobe preſentgd 
fo the Parliament , It is to be Recommended to every Congree 
gation to mal#.ſ: of the 9. Aﬀt of the Parliament 1645, a 
Perth , for having Magiftrates and ]uftices in every Congrt- 

- gation , and of the 8. AR of the ſaid Parliament againſt Swee: 
ring, Drinking and mocking of Picty , and all other As. 
of Parliament for reſtraining or punishing of Vice ; particu 
larly for the b:tter reftraining of the fin of Whoredom that each 
Magiſlrate in, every Congregation exatt and make compr tq 
the Serſton of fourty Pounds for each Fornicatour and Forni- 
eatrix , of an hundreth Merks ſor each one of their relapſeim 
Fornniation ,- of an hundreth Pounds for each Adulterer and 
«Adultereſs according to expreſs As of Parliament whichy 
$0 be exaRted of theſe wbo may pay it , and the diſcretion of rhe 
Magiſirate i to modifie it actueding to the ability or inavility 
of each Delinquent, = | 


Domeſtick Remedies. 

1, Letcayeberaken of concionable receiving of Servants, 
that they have teſtimonials of their honeſt behaviour : And 
let all ſuch as give teſtimonials take heed that theſe to whom they 
give them , be free of ſcolding, ſivearing , lying and ſuch 
like more common fins, 4s well as fornication, adultery, druit 
keneſſe, and other groſſe and hainow evils, Let the ordinay 
time of giving Teflimonials be in face of Seſſion: And if alt. 
extraorginary exigent be; Let it be given by the Minifter with 
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| witpous evidence , #nd undeniable fignes of Repentance. 
+5." >. 218 & 
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che Teſtimonial hath refided ; If they have fatcn or rdapſed 
in ſcandalous ſms , let their Teftimonial bear both their fall 
and Repentance « | 

2. Let care be bad that the Worſhip of God be prafliſed , 
and Diſcipline exerciſed in Families ,' according to the Dire- 
fary for Family Vorſhip in all things as was ap pornzedjin Gene- 
ral Aſſembly 1647. « ſpecially in ibe Miniſters -ronſtant Ca- 
zeehizing of the Family , and in the performance of the Dut#es 
of the Sabbath by all the Members obereaf. 

2. Let Perſons tobe married, and who have Childyen to be 
baptized , wbo are veryrude and ignorant , be ftirred up and 
exhorted , as at all times , ſoeſpectally as that time , to attain 


ſome meaſure of Chriflian knowledge in the grounds of Relt= | 


gion, that th.y may give to the Minijter , bejore the Bldex. of 
the Bounds wherein they live, ſome accomp! of their knowledge 
tbat ſo they may the better teach their family and train up therr 
Children, | 

4. Let every Family that hath any in is that can read, have 
@ Bible and a Pſalm-v60k , and make uſe of them ; and where 
none can read , let them be flirred up to traine up their cki/dren 


. inreading, and uſe any other good remedie the Minifier and 


Seſſion can fall on. 


General Eeclefiaftick Remedies. 


t, Let the Remedies which were given at Perth 1645+ 
and are mentioned in the General Aſſembly 1646. anent the 
Sins of Miniſters be put in execution. | 

2. Let ſuſpenſion from the Lords Sacrammt be more care- 
fully executed 

3, Let Perfons relapſein Adultery (or above) quadrilap/e 
in fornication ( or above ) or often guilty of other groſſer ſcan= 
dals, be Excommunicat ſomewhat more ſummarly nor in 
an ordinary proceſſe (except there be more nor ordinary ſtgues, 
and an eminent meaſure of Repentance made known to the 
Seſiion and Presbyterie) both for the hainouſneſs of the ſtns and 
continuance therein, and alſo for terrour to others z And 
theſe not to be relaxed from the ſentence of Excommunication 


4199 
- gonſent of the elder of the bounds » wherein the perſon craving 
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4. Let unpatiial proceeding be uſed againff men of all 
lity , for thety ſcandalous walking , _ in pour wy 
drunkeneſſe + ſwearing , and. orher ſcandalous ſtns. And | 
#his to be tryed at the Viſitation of Kirk, | 


Particular Ecclefiaſtick Remedies. 


| And I. againit Ignorance. 

T. Lect Miniſters Catechize one day evcry week ( wheres 
4Iſo they may Baptize and Lefure or Prcach) and tet them 
preach every Lords Day both before and after noon , agcord* 
mg to former Acts of General Afiemblies, Le: Presbyteries 
and Synods be very careful of this ; And let every Provincial 
Book , contain an 6xaF accompt thereof. 

2. Let Miniſters examine all of every quality of whoſe 
knowledge they have no cert ain notice, 

3. Let young Perſons be Catethized by the Miniſter from 
tbe zimethey are capable of inftruttion, and -let them not be 
delayed till they be of age to Communicat. * 

4. Let Perſons profly ipnoront be deharred from the Com- 
munion ; for the firſt and ſecond time , let them be debarred, 
ſuppreſſing their names ; for the third time, expreſſing their 
wames; for the fourth time, bring them to publick repentance; 
all this is to bs underſtood of thoſe that profit nothing , and. 
labours not for knowledge: But if they be profiting in any 
meaſure , or labouring $6:batthty may profite. tbeir cafe if 
very conſiderable, they ought to have more forbtarance, 

2+ Ecclefiaſtick Remedies agailt Prophanesſe. 

I. Let ignorant and ſcandalous Perſons be put off , and 
kept off Kirk Seſſions, ; 

2. Let every Elder have a certain bounds aſſigned tokim 
that be may viſit the [ame every moneth at leaſt , and report ta” 
the Seſſion what ſcandals and abuſes are therein , or what 
perſons have entered without Teftimonials. 


3. Let all ſcand;lous Perſons be ſuſpended from the Lords | 
S 


er. F 
T Lo the Miniſter deal in private with them that are pros 
Fiſting publich Repentance before the Elder of the bounds , thus 
#9 try the gpidencs of their Repent ance, «Ls 
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5, Let theſe wo have fallen in F 
profelſion of Repentance three ſeveral 
of relapſem Fornication ſix Sabbaths 
in Fornication , or hath once fallen in 
and theſe ſins to be confeſſed both in one 
cloth , Q:airlapſe in Fornication ah , Adubeery , 
three quarters of a Year , Inceſt or Muy Year, or 52. | 
Sabdaths, in ca'e the Magiſtrase do not his duty in puniſhing 4 
7 uch crimes capitally; They that fail in Fornication or re- ' 
lapſes therein , are firſt to conjeſſe their Sin before the Seſſion, 
a ana thereafter befpre the Congregation 5 They that are puilty 
4 of greatecy degrees of thas Sin and ofthe other Sins mentioned in 
this Article , are to conſeſs their Sin bes before the Syion o& 
k Presbyterie , and there to ſhew ſome ſignes of Repentance before 
they be brought to the Congregation, 

6. Some are to be rebuked at the time of Catechizing , whe 
deſerve more nor 4 privaze reproof, and yet needs not to be 
brought 10 publick Repentance. 

7. It will be a good remedie agamſi rg 

\Caryiers and. Traveleys \ That thi \Mixefters where they tn 
cauſe them tv bring Teſtimonials from the place where they 
reftcd on theſe Lords dayes wherein they were fron: home. 

$, Lot all Perſons who flit from one;Paroch to andiÞey have 
ſufficient Teftimanials , This is tgbe extended to all, Gentle= 
men and Perſons of quality and all their followers, who come 
to reſide with their Families at Edinburgh,or elſwher-, nd lac 

the Miniſter from whom they flit,advertiſe the Miniſter ro whons 
ghey flity if (to bis knowledge) they be lymng under any feand al; 

9. Let Mmiſterg be free with Perſons of quality for amend 
ment of therr faults , and (| need ſhall be) let them take help 
#bereto of ſome of 8be Brethreg of the Presbyterie. 

10. Les the Precbyteries take ſpreial notice of Minifters 
who do conver(s frequently and familiarly with Malignamts , 
and with ſcandalous and prophane Perſons , eſpectally ſach as 
belongs to other Paroches. 

It, Les privie Cenſures of Presbvteries and Synods be per- 
formed with more Accuracie, Diligence and Zeal. 

12. For better keeping of the Sabbath, let every Elder take 
potice of ſuch as are wuhin his bounds , how they keep the 


Kirks 


_ - L » þ 
— A 


LIC, 


SS KOI. 


& 88S = 


Kt, 


& 4 
'S 


« 0 


422% Of © "The Generali. 
Kirk, how the time 5 ſpent before, betwixt , dnd-after th 
gime of publick Worſhip, WY ©- 4 "$) 8 
13. Let no Miniſler reſort to: any Excommunicate perſon 
without licence from t he Presbyterie nift in exrremis , and let 
Minifiers take ſpecial notice of ſuch perſons as haunt with Exe 
communicants, and proceſſe them, | 
Ig, Frequentcorreſpondence betwixt Presbyteries 1 a good 
remoedie , | 
I5. At theviſttation of each Congregation , [:t the $ «ſion 
Book wi well viſired, and for that effeR, let it be delivered 
fo two or three Brethren ſeven or eight dayes before the viſna- 
tion , that their report of it anay be in readineſſe againſt the 
Day of Viſuation. 
The Aſſembly allows of all theſe Overtnres and Remedies 
of rhe Sins of the Land; And Ordains all of them ro be care» 
fally.and conſcionably pur in praftiſe, | 
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AF for examining the Paraphraſe of the 


Pſalms and other Scripturall Songs 
F [ 'HEiGenerall Aﬀeubly Apputom Royſe Paraphraſe 


of the Pfalms, with the correCtions rhereof now given 
in by the perſons appointed by the laſt Aſſembly for 
| That purpoſe, to be ſentro Presbyteries, Thar they 'may. 
carefully reviſeand examinethe ſame , and thereafter ſend 
them with their corre&ions to- the Commilſion'of this As» 
ſembly robe appointed for publick affairs; Who are to have 
a Care to cauſe re examine the Animadverſions of Presbyte- 
Ties , and prepare a report ts the next Generall Asſembly; 
\ Jatimating hereby, Thar if Presbyteries be negligent hereo 
the next GeneralAsſembly is to go on & tak: the ſamePara» 
phraſe ro their conſideration without more delay : And the 
Asſembly Recommends to Maſter Joh» Adamſon and* Mr. 
Thomas Crafurd to reviſe theLabours of Mr-Aachary Boyd upon 
the other Scriptarall Songs , and to prepare a report thereof, 
to theſaid Commiſion for publick affaixs , Thar afcer heir 
>: Sol examination 


Aſſembly , 1648. 445 
examination , the ſame may be alſo reported to the next 
Generall Asſembly. 
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Overtures concerning Papiſts , their child= 
ren , aud Excommunicate Perſons, 


HE Generall Afſ:mbly conſidering the manifold incog2 
veniences thar follow npon the ſending of the'childrem 

of Noblemen 2nd*orhers of quality'ro Forraign Countries 
wheretn.Popery is profeſſed , eſpecially that thereby ſuck 
children are in peril ro b2 corrupted with Poperyy and fa 
corrupt theſe Families and Perſons to wbich they belong, 
whereby that wicked root of damnable Idolatry, Errour and 
Herefie may again be vccafioned to ſpring up and trouble 
many , 2nd provoke the moſt High G O D to wrath, and . 
to cauſe his Majeſhe leave this Land ro ſtrong detufions to 
believelics ; Therefore They Do in the name of GOD, 
Charge andRequire all the Presbyteries ofthis Kingdom ta 
obſerve and praftiſe the Rules 3nd. Direftions which are 
made in former Generall Aﬀemblies for preventing of the 
faid fearfull inconveniences , and namely the Overtures a« 
gainſt Papiſts , non- Communieants, and Profaners of the 
'Sebbath approven in the Generall -armay-+ held at St, Ana 
trews inthe year of God ,  #42- and the Actanent childrem 
ſent without the Kingdom made in the Generall Aſſembly 
at Fdinburgh ,. Anno 1646. And thar they: uſe all diligence 
for putting in execution- the Aﬀts of Parliament and fecrer 
Counce!] made againſt Papifts & Exccmmunicate Perſons; 
And that they regiſter their diligences thereanent in their 
Presbyterie Booke which are ſummarily to be recorded un 


"the Synod B6oks from timero time» That the Generall 


'Asſembly may ſee how theſe laudable As are put in execu- 
.tton , which here are preſented with fome neceſſary addi- 
tons 1n one view. * | 

"1." Thar every Presbytexie'give4 Lift of all Excommu2 
'nicate Papiſts they know to be within their bouuds to the 


Commuliionegy 


2 thewr 


- ſecret Counſell or Committe of Eſtates, for ſuch remgdie 


$39 The General - Sa 
: Commiſtiotersoſthe Generall Asſembly,and of all Papitty; 
yea of them alſo who profesſe to have renounced Pop 

but yer have their children educated abroad, with the 


* "names of theſe children thar are abroad , qccnrding to the 
4 "7 


fifth Overture of the General! Asſembly, 642. _ .. 
© 2; Thatevety Presbyrerie conveen at their firſt meeting 
all known Papiſts within their bounds; and ſuch as having 
profesſed to renotince Popery have their children abroad, 
- and cauſe them finde ſufficient caution for bringing home 
within three moneths ſuch of their children as are without 
the Kingdom ; to be educated in Schools and Colledges at 
the Presbyteries fight if they be Minors ; and ro be wrought 
npon by oF conference, & other means of inſtruCtign 
to be reclaimed from Popery if they be come to perfect 


= The Parents , Tiitors or Frinds of Children and 
Minors ſhall, before they ſend them without the Kingdom) 
firſt acquaint the Presbyterie where they refide, that they I} - 
may have their Teſtimoniall directed to the Presbyterie of }| '+ 
Clasſe within the Kingdom or Dominion beyond Seas Þ} : 
whither they intend to ſend their Children; And ar the #ime 
of theſe Childrens return , that they report a Teſtimoniall } 1 
fromthe Presbyterie orSynod where they lived without rhe } 
Kingdom » to the Presbyterie who gave thema Teſtiwonial F | 
atiiigoingaway » according tothe Act anent Children ſeat F} ' 
without the Kingdom Anne 1 4g 6. | 3 & 
4, That all Presbyteries giveThe names of ſuch Pzxdagogs I ': 
as were abroad with rhe children of Noblemen within there Þ | 
bounds, and diligently enquire whether theſe Pzdagogs do }} 
| 
| 


- 


continue ſtedfaſt 1n the true Religion', and conrinuein 
ſervice , or whither theſe Pzdagogs do either become 
corruptin Religion,or ( continuing conſtant) are remoyed 


from their charge and by whom they are removed, and that 
they ſignitic theſe things to the Generall Asſembly from: 
time ro time or their Commiſſioners , That they may repre; 
ſent the ſame ro the High Court of Parliament , Lotds. of 


as ſha)l ſeem expedient ro their Honours, for preventing ofz 
Kdolarrie, 
& That 


.zp& purging the lagd from the plague of 
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Afembly ,' 1648. - 46G? 
5. That ſuch Parents , Tutors or Friends as citherſend 
4way Chiidren to forraign parts infetted with Idolatry with- 
out ſuch Teſtimonialls as aforeſaid , or do not recall them 
who areAlready abroad within ſuch timeas isabove prefixed, 
or do remove from them their Proteſtant P&dagogs ( that 
they may the more eaſily be infected with Popery ) bepro- 
ed, andin caſe of not amending theſe things, be Ex« 
communicated. | 
6. That the names of ſugh as are Excommunicated for 
theſe or any other cauſes, be ſentin tothe Generall Aſſem 
bly from year to year, that (from thence) their names may- 
be notified in allthe Kingdom ; and thatthe Aﬀts of Parlia= 
ment and ſecret Counſell may be putto execution agai 
them » andall diligence uſed for thar effect ; and that by the 
effectuall dealing of the Generall Aﬀembly, with the Par- 
lament, Lords of (ecrer Counſell , or Commitree of Eſta= 


tes; their Lordſhips may Enatt ſuch further, juſt and ſevere 


.civill Puniſhment on ſuch Excommunicanrs for Terror tg 


-others , as ſhall be found neceflary for purging this Cove= 


nanted Land from all Abominations. 
Becauſe perſons addicted roTdolatry will uſeall means 
for their own hardening in therrSuperſtitious and Idolatrous 


; way , even within the Countrey 5 'Therefore- all known 


Papilts,or perfons ſuſpeR of Poperte upon probable grounds 
are to finde Caurion before eheur Presbyreries , for their ab® 
Rinence from Maſſe » and from the Company of all Jeſuits, 
'and Priefts according to the ſecond Overture againſt Papi 

made Ammo 15642, Alfo Presbyteriesare ropres({e them to 
finde ſuch Caution 3 And to obferve what perſonspur their 
Sons or Daughters to ſuch Familiesas are tainred with Po= 
'pery within the Land, the ſame being a ſpecial] mean to 


-*corrupr them with Idolatry ( And to cauſe ſuch Parents 


recall their Children , or elſe proceed with the Cenfſures of 
*the Kirk againſt them, b 
* All which Overtures , Presbyteries are ſeriouſly required 
'and Ordained to obſerve diligently with Certification , 
\Tharthey hall be ſeverely cenfured , If they ghaltbe fon 


remigſe- 07 negligent inany of theſe points , which are ſs 


— 
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-necesſary for keeping of the Lords Houſe and Peopleye 


poluted with Error, Idolatry , or Superſtition. W 
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Aug. 11. 1648 Antemieridiem, Sefſf. XXXT) 
AF for proſecuting the Treaty for the 
formity in Religion in the Kingdoms of England, ® 


® 

Tf E Generall Aſſembly, Taking to their conſideration 
that the Treaty of Uniformity in Religion in all His Mk 

. jeſties Dominions is not yer perfe&ed; Therefore, Renew 
the power and Commiſſion granted by preceeding Aﬀems 
blies for proſecuting that Treaty unto theſe Perſons afte 
.name* viz. Mr. Robert Dowplas, Mr, Samuel Rutherford, My 
Rabert Baillie , Mr. George Gulleſpie Minilteits. And ol 
. Earleof Cailils , Fohn Lor Balmerinoch , and Sr. Arch, Fobgs 
fon of Warrfton Elders; Authorizing them with full power 
proſecuce the (aid Treaty of Uniformity with the Hone 
able Houſes of the Parliament of England, and the Reverend 
Aſembly of Divines there, or any Committees Appoinre 

' by them: And to doallfand every thing which may advanty 
perfet, and bring that Treaty to an happie concluſion} 
conform to the Commiſſions given thereanent. _ 


Jo 
*< 


Cc. A. 4 FY ns 4 —_ 


AG Renewing the Commiſſion for the publit 

| | Affairs of this Kirk. g 
HE Generall Aſſembly Taking to their confiderariat 
thatin reſpe& the great work of Uniformity in Religi 

- Inall his Majeſties Dominions is not yet perfected { though 

. by the Lords blefling there is a good progreſs made in. 

ſame. ) There is a neceſlity of renewing 'the {Commit 

ſions granted formerly for proſecuting. and perfeds 

that great Work ; Do therefore Renew the Power 2 

, Commiſſion granted for the Publick Afﬀairs of the Kirkh 

te Generall Aſſemblies held ar Saige Andres , 1642. 
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vY tEdiniargh 1643. 1644. 1645» 1646. and 1647, unto the 
perſons following viz Maſters, Fehn Lawder , Andrew Wood » 
David Calderwood , Robert Ker , lohn Mackghie, Fobn Knox , 
lobn Simelar , Fohn Adamſon , Robert Dowglas , George Gilleſpi®, 
| s Hamiltoun . Mungo Law , Fohn Smith , Robert Lawrie , 
vl George Leſly , Fobn Werr , Robert Eliot , Alexander Dickson , 
Patrick YEleeming , Thomas Vaſſie , Ephramm Meloil , Hew Ken- 
1 nedie , Kenneth Logie , Alexander | eviſtoun , George Bennet , 
+3 David Weems, Wiliam Row , Robert Young , William Men = = 
wlll tie , ohn Friebaine, Fobn Givan, Harie Guthrie , Andrew 
(-Y Rind, David Auchterlony , Samuel Ouſteen , Thomas Henderſon, 
iN Charles Archibald. Andrew Lawder Fobn Leviſton, JohnMacklellan, 
mel Alexander Turnbull , William Fullerton , George Hutcheſon , Joln 
rel Genell, Patrich Colvill , James Ferguſon , Hew Peebles, Fobn 
LY Haninltorn, Alexander Dunlope , David Elphiſton , David Dick- 
Hola fer, Robert Baillie , Robert Ramſay , Patrick Gilleſpie , Patrick 
lf Sharpe , Fames Naſunth , Fohn Home , Evan Camron , Robert 
cool Blarr , Samuel Rutherfurd , David Forret , Robert Traill, An- 
url drew Bennett . Walter Greg , Fohn Macgill younger , Fobhn Mon= 
nll aff , Fdedrich Carmichael . Fobn Chalmers , John Duncan , 
i dndrew Donaldſon , Will Oliphant , George Simimer , Andrew 
il Meck , Arthur Granger , David Strachen , Andrew "Cant . Fobn 
Ml Rev, Fohn Paterſon , Alexander Cant . Fobn Young , John Sea- 
Yn, David Lindfay at Bethelvie, Nothaniel Martine John 
ff 4mand , William Falconer , Joſeph Brodie , Alexander Summer 
= Viliam Chalmer , Gilb:rt Anderſon , David Roſſe - George Gray, 
fl Robert Knox , William Penman, lames Guthrie, Thomas Donald- 
TOS fm William lameſon , Thomas Wilkie , lames Ker , John Knox » 
RY Andrew Dunkanſon Miuiſters : Archibald Marques of Arpyley 
SY Alexander Earle of Eglinroun., John Earle of Caflils, Wiliam . 
Farle of Lothian» Arblibald Lord Angus, William Lord 
Borrhwiek , Jobn Lord Torphichen, John Lord Balmerinog 
al Robert Lord Buily , James Lord Couper, Lord 
wel Kilcudbright , Alexander Lord Elcho, Sir Archibald Jobm- 
ni our of Wariſton . Sir lobn Hope of Craighall , Arthur Eriign 
fScorskraig , Sir Jobn Moncrerff of that Ik + 
m of Creigh , Sir Jobn Wauchbope of Midrie, Sir Thomas 
$8 Ritboen of Fneland , Sir George Maxwell of Netherpollock , 
0091 ] antes Fraſer of Brae , Sir Jane Hacks of Pithrn . Sir 
= Es VVilſiam 
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Filiam Carmichaellyounger of that i!1k , Walter Dunds yours 
ger of rhatilk , Thomas Craig of Ricarron » Mr George VVins 
ram of Liberton , Sir Alexander Inpils of Ingilſton , Alexandey! 
Brodze of that 11k » Forbes of Eight. VVill. More of Glans' 
d-rfton, lobn Ker of Lochtour , Alex Pringull of Whitbanck; 
VValter Scot of \\ hitflyid  Jobn Crafurd ot Craturdland, Sir 
John Chiſly of Carſwell, Robere Monroe of Obſteall, , 
Cornwall of Bonhard , George Dundas of Dudingſton, Sir Jame# 
Stewart of Kirkfield', Alexander Colpil of the Blair , Mr Ales! 
Peirſon» Mr Robert Burnet younger, Mr Thomas Murray, Georg 

Potterfield, Mr lames Campbell, James Hamilton, Lawrence Hen« 
 ferfon, Mr Robert Barcclay, Mr VPVillam More » VVilkam 
Glendoning Door , Douglas, James Sword » Gi 
deon ack, Mr Dongall Campbell, Fohn Beſ'rall, John Brown, Wik 
| Gram Brown, Robert 'Brown , and VYillam Ruſſel, Elders: 
Giving unto them full Power and Commiſion , to. doalt 
and every thing for preſervatien of the Eſtabliſhed DoGtrme, 
Diftipline , Worſhip and Government of this Kirk, againſ} 
all who ſhall endeavour to introduce any thing, contrary 
thereunto, and for proſecuting , advancing , perfetting® 
bringing the ſaid Work of Uniformity in Religion in all Hit 
Majeſties Dotinions to a happy concluſion, conforny tothe 
former Commiſiions granted by proceeding Aﬀembliesrthe- 
reanent, Ardto that efteft Appoints them, or any ſevetis 
reen of them , whereof thirteen ſhall be Miniſters to meet 
here in this City co morrow the x2. of this Moneth , Ant 
thereafter upon the laſt Wedneſday of November , February, 
and May next , and upon any other day , and in any othet 
place they ſhall chink fir, Renewing alſo ro the Perſons be: 
fore named the power contained in the Act of the Ae 
bly 1643. Iutituled, A Reference to the Comnnisfion anerit Ml 
Perſons defigned to repair t0 the Kingdom of England And futs 
ther, incaſe Deligquentrs have no conſtant reſidence inanfJan 
one Presbyrerie, or if Presbyreries be negligent or over*c 
awed , in theſe caſes, The Aſſembly gives to the perſonsÞTt 
before named, ſuch power of, cenfuring complyers ane 
perſons disaffected to the Covenant according tg the Acts aqF® 
the Aſſembly, declaring alwayes and providing , that® 
Mini.tes ſhall not þe depoſed , but ig ore of the quar erl wl 

| mectugs 
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.F meetings of this Commiſiion , - And further Authoriſes 
them as formerly with full power ro make Supplications, 
Remonſtrances, Declarations & Warnings to Indit Faſts & 
Thankſgivings as there ſhill be cauſe ro Proteſt againſt all 
geocroachments upon the Liberties of the Kirk, and to cen- 
Yfuce all ſuch as interupr this Commiſſion or any other Church 
Judicarory , or rhe execution of their Cenſures or of any 
F other Sentences or Ads, ifluing from them , And with full: 
power to.them to treat and determine in the[matrers refer- 
red unto them by this Aſſembly , as fully and freely as it the 
lame were here fu!ly exprefled , and with as ample” power 
as any Commilſlion of any former Generall Afemblies hath 
had or b2en 1g uſe of b-fare : Declaring alſo thar all oppo= 
ſers of the auchortry of this Commiſion in matters inrruſted 
to them ſhall be holden as oppoſers of che authority of rhe 
I Generall Afembly , And this,Commiſſion in rheir whole 
proceedings are Comptable ro , and ceaſurable by the next 
Genoral Aſſembly, 


C———_— 


Auguſt rr. 1648. Poſtmeridiem, Sell. X L. . 


I Exemption of Murray , Rofſe, and Caithnefle 
<Y fromthe contribution granted to the boyes of Argyle» 
with a Recommendation to Presbyteries , 
ro make up what is taken of them 
by that exemption 


th oncoming the overture and defire of the Commiſſioners 
Ct che Presbyreries of Murray, Roſſe , and Caithneſſe tor 
WE exemption from that contrivution of fourty ſhillings 
mJ rcommended for entertainment of rhe Irish boyes in Argylez 
WF The Aflembly having conſidered thereof, and of their 
dFefterin the the name of the ſaid Presbyteries , if that ex= 
dJ@nption be granted » Do Approvye-their offer, And T he- 
&F*fore hereby Exoners the ſaid Presbyteries of theſaid con- 
yFfbution of fourty Grillings coward the ENLErtALLUNERT 05 
$ + 
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the boyes in Argyle, And Ordains for that exempt10N XF- 
cording to the offer of their ſaid Commiſhoners , that each 
Presbyterie of the ſaid Provinces entertaine cone of the Irich 
Janguage at Schooles , ard if any be found already fir for 
Colledpes , they ſhall maintain them ar Philoſophie - and'o 
forward, untill thev be fit for the Miniſtery : And Becauſe 
by this exemption the contributzon for the boyes in Argyle 
will be ſo much lefſened. T herefore the Aſſembly Recoms 
mends to all other Preshyreries to think upon ſome way 


_—_ by the charitable Supply that may be made up unto 
them. 


, —— — 
SOOOI——_—_— 
Cr Em _ 


Collefion for the Poor. 
T* E Aſſembly Underſtanding that the colle&ion 


AF eoncery in g 


for the poor in ſome Kizks in the Countrey,, are tas 

kenin the time of Divine Service , which being , A 
very great and unſeemlv diſturbance of Divine Worſhip 
No therefore hereby Inhibit and diſcharge the ſame. Andors 
dains that the Miniſter and Seſhon appoint ſome other Way 
and time for receiving the ſaid ColleRions. 


—— — 


Recommendation for ſecuring proviſions tt - 


Miniſters in Burghs. 


| regard that the tipends of many Miniſters in Burghs 

not ſecured unto them and their ſuccefſors ; Therefort 
the Afſembly Do ſeriouſly Recommend to rhe Honourabl 
Commiſſion of Parliament for planting of Kitks, ro pr 
vide reall and valide ſecurity of competent and honeſt me# 


nes to the preſent Minifters of Burghs and their ſucceſſo 


where they are uot ſufficiently provided or ſecured alreadV 
Ordaining Presbyreries to uſe all neceſſary diligence 


irks, 


— 
—__— 


— 


y 
? 


——— thereofbefore the ſaid Commiſſion for plantitif 


' 
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= | The Humble Supplication of the Generall Af 
| /cnrbly of the Kirk of Scotland; met at Edinburg 
or Auguſt 12. unto the Kings CWoft 

y Excellent CMajeſte. 

ſe 


ze _—_— your Majeſtie through the ſuggeſtions of evil men, 
may haply entertain hard thoughts of us and our Procee- 
JF dings , yerthe Searcher of hearts knowes, and our cone 
0 JF ſciences bear reco;d unto us, that we bear in our ſpirits theſe 
humble and duitifull refpects to your Mijeftie , that loyall 
ſubjets owe co their native Soveraigne , and that it would 
|: one of our greateſt contentments uponearth, to ſec your 
Myeltiereigaing for the LORD, in Righteouſneſſe and 
"YPrace over theſe Nations : And therefore as we do bow our 
on Þ knees daily before the Throne of Grace on your behalf, and _. 
«Fthe behalf of your Poſterity; So we findeour ſelves hereto. 4 
aÞfore, obliged faithfully and freely to warn your Majeſtic of 
ip Jjour danger and dutie; Wiſhing, and hoping rhat the Lord 
Evillincline your Royall hezarc, fromthe ſence of the evil 
which hath befallen You , through the flighting of former 
Warning , to be more attentive unto this Weare very 
Fſenſible of your Majeſties ſuffering , and low condition , 
Yzand do nor in the leaſt meaſure approve. bur from our hearts 
Eibborre any thing that hath bzen done to your Majelties 
BFPcrion , contrary to the common reſolutions of both King- 
*Fdoms : Yet it ſhall be your Mijeſtizs wiſdom, in thisas in 
Yall that hath befallen you theſe years paſt , ro read the righ- 
+ Yicous hand of the Lord, writing bitter things againſt you , 
&s for all your Provocations » ſoeſpecially tor refiſting his 
YVok, andauthorifing by your Commillions the ſh2dding 
FFofthe blood of his People, tor which ir is high time to 
SFeepent , that there be no more wrath aga.at youand your 


iealms. | 
The Commiſſion of the prece2ding Aſſembly, whoſe 2 
SFproceedings are unanimouſlly approven by this Aſſembly , 
Jving read yonr Majeſties Letter of th2 date at Carisbrook 
altle , December 27. And peruſed your Conceſſions., did 
7 Ee 3 inde 


x o 


433 The Generall | 
finde ſome of thefe Conceſſions deſtruttive to the Caveng 
and all of them unſatisfaQorie , and did therefore emit 
Declaration concernivg the fame, leaſt your Majeſties Suk 
jects in this Kingdom ſhould have unawares imbarke 
themieJves in an Engagement-uporgrounds not confiſtic 
with tlie good of Religion, and the Solemn League an 
Covenant. For preventing whereof; they did alſo preſe 
moſt juſt and -neceflary defires unto the high and Honob 
able Court of Parliament of this Kingdom ; which, if the 
had beengranted, might have through the Bleſling of God 
either procured ( upon Treaty) your Majeſties re-eſtablil 
ment, andaſfolide Peace, orlaid open the expedienceanlfſ L 
neceſlity ofa lawſull War , and have united this Kingdonff i 
therein for the good of Religion}, of your Mazeltie , andt 
your Kingdoms. When the Parliament was pleaſed wit 
our ſatisfaction ro any of rheſe defires , togo on towan 
the determining ofaWar upon the gounds.contained in thei 
Declaration , As many of their own Members who h: 
been fairhfull in the Cauſe of GOD from the beginning 
did difſent from their preceedings , ſo molt of all the Pres 
bytertesand Synods of this Kingdom, and the Commi 
of War in ſeverall Shires did by humble Supplicat.on repis 
ſentto the Parliament , how unſatisfied they were 1n the 
conſciences concerning the preſent Engagem*nt: Notwit 
ſtanding of all which , rhe Engagement hath been car 
on without clearing either of the lawfulnefle or necety 
thereof, Therefore, We having now examined the fa 
by the Rule of Gods Ward , 'and having found it unlawſul 
as we have warned the whole Kingdom of the danger then 
of, So weholdit our Duty alſo ro warne your Majeſtie$ 
the Servants of the moſt High GOD, andin Name oft 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who mult Judge the quick and dead, Ml 
neſtly beſeeching your Majeltie that as ye would not dn 
yew guilt upon your Majeſties Throne, and make tha: 
Kingdoms again a field of 3lood, youwould be far fromom 
ing or having any hand fn this ſo unlawfull an Engagememt 
Which as 1c hath already been the cauſe of fo much ſorta 
and many ſufterings to the People of God in this Land, wwe 
chooſe aſſiiction ratker then fin > So it tendeth to the unmet 
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2g ofthe Covenant and Work of Reformation : As we do 
got oppoſe the reſtitution of your Majeſtie to the exerciſe off 
your Royall Power 3 So we mult needs defire that that 

i whichis GO DS begiven unto Him in the firſt place, and 
thar Religion may be ſecured before che ſetling of any hu- 
& mane intereſt ; Being confident that this way is not only 
moſt tor the Honour of GOD, burallo for your Majefties 
Honor and Safety, And therefore as ir was one of our De- 
fires to the High and Honourable Cburt of Parliament that 
they would ſolicitie your Majeftie for ſecuring of Religion , 
64 andeſtabliſhing the SolemnLeaguaand Covenant inall your  _ ; 
-2nffÞ} Dominions » that your Majeſtie might know vwaaneys chey 4 luhatl> . 
ll intend on your behalf was with aſubordination to Rehgionz * v 
So we do now from our ſelves make this humble addreſs 
ynto your Majeſtie , intreating* your Majeſtie as you tender 
Truth and Peace , you would be pleaſed to ſuffer your (ef 
& tobe poſſeſſed with right thoughts of the League and Con 
yenant, and of the proceedings of your Majeſties loyall 
& SubjeRs in relation thereunro' , and give your Royall aflent 
« for injoyning of it in all your Dominions If your Majeſtic 
af had been pleaſed ro hearkento our Counſell heranent ſome 
2pRY years ago, the blood of many thouſands, which now lyes 
W upon your Majeſties Throne , might have been ſpared , 
ny Popery, Prelacy, Idolatry, Superſtition , - Profaneſle , 
KY Herefie, Error , Seftsand Schiſmes whithare now grown 
uy to ſo great a height in England, might have been extirpare , 
and your Majeſtie fitting 10 Peacein your own Houſe, Reig 
iy ning over your Subjects with much mutuall contentment 
y and confidence, And if your Majeſtic. ſhall yer ſearch our 
eF-and repent of all yonr ſecrer and open Sins, And after {o 
WW many dear-bought experiences of the danger of evill Coun= 
FJ {el!, be now {o wiſe asto avoidit » and to hearken to us 
| raking unto you in the Name of the Lord » Weare confi= 
t by this means your Majeſtie may yer be reſtored , and 


oy aſure and firme peace procured. We take iras a great 
mercy , and asa door of hope , that God ſtill inclines the 

oF hearts of all his Servants to pray for your Majeſtic ; And we 
Wvould not have your Majeſtic ro look upon it as alight 
wFWng , that you bave been preſerved alive, when many 
 þ | Ee 4 thouſand 


”'.0 
A | | 
3 ou!hgh, ouſands have by your means and procurement fallen on ao 
and wndygur lefthand, God forbid that your Majeſtic ſhould any Þ for 
L014, 


7 


eurting of theather from time of repentivg; And w 


"». 
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lopger diſpiſe the word of exhorration , the riches of his! 
goodneſle, forbearance and long ſuffering, not knowing 
that; the goodneſſe', of God leads you unto Repens! 
tance ; For if your Majeſtie'do ſo, As we are afraid, all: 
Counlels and Endeavours for yourMajeſties re - eſtabliſh« 
merit ſhall be in vain and without ſuccefle , becauſe of the 
Wrath of the Lord of Hoſts , who brings down the mighty! 
from his Throne, and (catters the proud in the imaginations: 
of their hearts; So we ſhell mourn in lecrer for it » and foe 
all the miſeries thar are like to come upon your Throne and 
your Dominions , and comfort our ſelves, in this, that 
we have delivered our own ſouls. But we deſire ro hope: 
better things , and that your Majeſtie will humble your ſelf 
under the mighty hand of God, and be inclined to hear» 
ken to the faithfull adviſe of his Servants , be willing to ſe« 
cure Religion, and imploy your Royall Power for adyar 
cing the Kingdom of the Son of God , which will turn a4: 
well tothe Honour and Happineſle of your Majeſties as ta 
the Peace and Safety of your Subjects, - 
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Auguſt. 12. 1645, Sefſ. V/z. a 

Af diſtharging Duels. 1. 

| 4» 

T HE General! Aſembliy taking in confideration th#Y M 
many Duels and combats that have been fought , and ſu 
Challenges that havt been made , and carried , and rec2ins} M 
edin this Land of late. And being ſenſible of the excee® d] 
ing great offence that comes by ſo horribleand hainous a ſing pl 
whichis a groſfſe preferring of the ſuppoſed credit of th#y a 
Creature unto the Honour of the moſt High God, and a8 pl 
uſurpation upon the office of the Magiſtrate by private mens} @ 
taking of the Sword, And a High degree of murther bolt Gi 
of body and foul, by ſhedding the blood of the one, IN pc 


doh 
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#7oth ordinarily produce many wofull conſequeuts ,. Theres ; 
| - doth enact And Ordain that all Perſons of whatſoeyer 
quality who ſhall either fighr Duels, or make, or wrire, or. 
receive , or with their knowledge carry Challenges ; or go 
tothe fields , either as Principals, or as Seconds to fig 
"I Puels and Combatrs , thar they ſhall withuur reſpe& of Per- 
*F ſons be proceſſed with the Cenſures of the Kirk and broughe 
he'F before the Congregation two ſeverall Lords-dayes ; In the 
9'Y firſt whereof they are ſharply ro be rebuked and convinced 
n8'Y of the hainouſneſle of their fin and offence , and on the next 
off tomake a ſolemn publick Confeflion thereof, and profeſſiou 
nd F of their unfained Humiliarion and Repentance for the ſame, 
at'f And jf the Perſon guilty of any of the former offerices bean 
Pe Elder or Deacqn , he 1s to be removed from his office , and 
|6F whatſoever perſon guilty of any of theſe offences, ſhall refuſe 
a-J to give obedience according to the tenoar of this Act, ſhall 
e«F beproceſſed ro Excommunication : Declaring alway;, thar 
n*y it any be killed at ſuch Duels , the killer ſhall be proceeded 
SY zeainlt by the Kirk as gther murtherers. 


At concerning depoſed e Miniſters. 
T E Aſſembly conſidering that divers Miniſters de« 


poſed for Malignancy , and complying with the Enee 

mies of this Kirk and Cauſe of God, may be ſuired 
by , and lope to get entry in ſome Congregation where a 
Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy hath been ; and may be 
ſuppoſed to have put on the people a ſtamp and impreffion of 
Malignancie , and being by the At of the Generall Aﬀem- 
bly in Ammo 1645. Paſt all hope of being reſtored to the 
place out of the whilk he was caſt: Now alſo Ordains and 
eats thar no Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy and com- 
Pliance foreſaid ( when ir ſhall fall out that he be putin 2 
capacity of admiſſion to the Miniſtry) ſhall enter into the 
Congregation of any other Miniſter who alſo hath beende- 
poſed tor Malignancy and OY z as ſaid is, 

: < 5 
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the moſt part of Presbyteries not having ſent their opini« 


ons in Writ , Therefore do yeragain Recommend to Pres» 


byteries and Provinciall Aſſemblies to conſider all marrers 
referred by this or by any former Afﬀembltes, ayd.ro ſend 
their opimons therein 1n writ to the next. Generall Ag. 
ſembly. 


< ——_——__—_ 
_——— — Ce 


H E mecting of the next Generall Aſſembly is 
 bereby Appointed to be atEdinburgh the firſs Wed, 
ncsday of luly, 1649. 


" WE 4% & - 


HE G-nerall Aﬀembly not having now tune to cont | 
der the References of the preceeding Aﬀemblies, and 


: 
| 


- Fa % , tk” 


OUYOTTTY 
COS DE 2 AMAAALABAE 
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| Holdetat EDINBURGH, 


Tuly 7. 1649, 


__— 


luly 7. 1649. Antemeridiem, Sell F'V.. . 


Approbation of the proceedings of the Commiſ= 
froners of the Generall Aſſembly. 


= HE Generall Aſſembly having heard the reporr 
| Sl of the Committe appointed for reviſing the pro- 

ceedings of the Commiſſioners of the precedin 
4 Aſſembly ; And finding thereby, that in all 
their proceedings they haye been zealous , di= 


Uk &05, 
ligent and faichfull , in the diſcharge of the truſt commitred 
to them, do therefore unanimouſly Approve and Ratify the 
the whole proceedings, Acts and Concluſions of the faid 
Commiſſion; Appointing Mr Jobn Bell Moderator p rotempore, 
to return them hearty thanks in the name the Aflembly, fas 
their great pains, travel and fidelity. 


et 


July 
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July 10. 1649- Antemeridiem , Seſl. VI. 


Approbation of the Commiſſiohers ſent to bit] ;, 


Majeſty. * Fil 
i &: Generall Aſſembly having raken inſerious confi. i 


derationthe Reporr of the 1ravels and proceedin F 

of the Commiſſioners ſent to his Majeſty preſear2d by } 

them this day , Together with the Cmmiſſion and Inſtru$- p 

zons which were given unto them;; Do finde by the Report, ( 

that they have been very diligent and faithfull 1n the dif- JF \ 
charge of the Truft - commicted to them* And therefore 

doe unanimouſly Approve of their Carriage and rerurn {chem X 

hearty thanks for their great Pains and Travails in that Em: 1 

ploymenr. 7 
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July x9. 1649. Poſtmeridiem, Sell. X V I1l. 
Ad asſcharging promiſcuous Dancing. 


ſes through promiſcuous Dancing: Do therefore inhi 
| bite and diſcharge the ſame , and 4o referre the Cene- 
"A the. ſure thereofto;ſeverall Presbyteries , recommending it tg 
5 their care and diligence. ' | 


T* E Afembly finding the ſcandall and abuſe that ari. 


| 


—_— — 


_ Tuly2o 1649. Antemeridiem,Sefl. XI X. 
AF concerning the receiving of Engagers it 
the late nnlawfull War againſt England, ro publick. 

Satisfattion, Together with the Declaration 
and Acknowledgement to be ſub- 
ſcribed by them. 


E Generall Aſſembly conſidering whar great offence | 
»- againſt God , and Scandallto his People at home and ay 


be 


The | 


It 


'” 


ck 


ce 
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1 Aſembly, r648. 445 
broad, hath ariſen from the late unlawfull Engagement im 


War againſt England ; whereby, coutrary to the Law of God 
and of Nations, contrary to the Solemn League and Cave- 
nant , contrary to the Petitions of almoſt the whole King- 
dom , contrary to the Declarations of the Judicatories of 
this Kirk , contrary tothe Proteſtations of a conſiderable 


art of the Parliament, contrary to the frequent and clear __ 
arnings of the Servants of God in his name, not entyese nll 


— 


Aſociation} in Counſels and Arms "made with Maligeanct 
Perſons , who had ſormerly ſhewn their difaffeRion to the 
Covenantjn and Cauſe, bur ane Invaſion of the Neighbour 
Nation was prolecutedz from whence flowed the oppreflion 
of the Perſons, Eſtates and conſciences of many of the 

ople of God. in this Land,the ſhedding of the blood of ſome, 
the loſſe and diſhonour of this Nation, and ſeverall other 
Inconveniences: and conſidering that the Commiſſioners 


of the laſt Generall Aſſembly, have acquit themſelves - 


faithfully in ordaining to be ſuſpended from the renewing of 


the Covenant,'and from the Ordinance of the Lords Supper, . 


ſuch asare deſigned in their Ads of date the 6. of Ofober & 
4 of December laſt ; referring the further conſideration and 
cenſure of the Perſons forefaid to this preſem Generall Aſ= 
RY Therefore the Generall Aﬀembly, for removing 
of ſuch Offences y and for prevention of the like inrime ca- 
ming , and for reſtoring of ſuch as are truely humbled , do 
Declare and Appoint. 

I. Tharall thoſe who have been guilty and cenſured as 
aforeſaid , and withall do not by their addreſſes toKirk Ju> 
dicatories teſtify their diſlike thereof, and give evidencesof 
their Repenrance therefore , That theſe be proceſſed and 


continuing obſtinare , be excommunicated ; But if withalt 


they go 0n w promoving Malignant Deſignes , that they be 
forthwith Excommunicated : As alſo that all ſuchperſons 
guilty as aforeſaid, who after Profeſſion of their Repentance 
ſhall yer again hereafter relapſe tothe promoting any Ma- 
lignant Defigne , that theſe be likewiſe forth with excom*» 
municated; 


Il. That all theſe who haye been guilty and cenſured as 


aforeſaid, and debire to teſtific their Repentance, and robe. 
f admitted 


» 


@n.. 


445 . The Generall 
admirted to the Covenant and Communion , ſhall beſide 
anyConfesfion in publick before cheCongregation ſubſcri 
the Declatation herto ſub-joyned , of their unfained detes 
Ration and renunciation of that Engagement , and all othep 
Malignant courſes contrary tothe Covenant and Cauſe, 
Promiling to keep themſelves from ſuch ways in time come 
ing , and acknowledging that if they ſhall again fall ing 
ſuch defeCtion hereaioer, they may juſtly be accounted pex- 
fidious backſliders, and breakers ofthe Covenant and Oath 
of God, and procceded againſt with the higheſt Cenſures of 
the Kirk. 
II. Thatof theſe who have been guilty and cenſuredg 
aforeſaid , and'defire now to teſtifie their Repentance; 
Whoſoever were formerly joyned inArms or Counſel! with 
James Grabam 1n his Rebellion , or who were Generall per. 
ſons or Colonels in the late unlawfull Engagemenr, Ox 
wio wentto Ireland ro bring over Forces for that — 
Or who have been eminently active in contriving of or, ſ& 
ducing unto the ſaid Engagement, orwhoſoever above the 
degree of a Leutenant Commanded theſe parites, thar if 
promoving of the ends of the ſaid Engagement ſhed blood 
within the Kingdom , either before that Army of CNS 
went to Erpland , or after their return , Or who above the 
depree foreſaid Commanded inthe late Rebellion in rhe 
North ; That none of rhefe be admitred or received to givg 
ſatisfaction , but by the Generall Asſembly or their Cons 
 mishonevss, | 
IV. Tharall thereſt ofcheſe who have been guilty , a 
cenſured as aforeſaid may be received by the Presbyreris 
where they reſide, 
V. Thar all who have been guilty as aforſaid , before 
their receiving tothe Covenanr,ſhall make a Solemn publick 
'£ Acknowledgement in ſuch matter , ard before ſuch Cons 
WnckeniGe. Bregations'as the Commiſſjon of the Generall Aſſemblyat 
| P Fresbyteries reſpective ory 6+-0o-opaN ding to the degree 
iv 
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of their offence and ſcandal given, ; 

V I- That none of the foreſaid Perſons be admitted, a 

received as Elders inany Judicarories of the Kirk , but 
h ACcCaram 
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Fl zccording to thewWW of the Generall Aſſembly of the laſt of 
fl dvorſt 1647+ againſt complyers of the firſt Claſle, 
tel} And becauſe many have heretofore made ſhew and pro< 
herf fefion of their Repentance , who were not. convinced of 
iſe, { their guilcinefſe nor humbled for the ſame , bur did thereaf- 
me | ter rerurn with the dogto the vomir, and with che ſow to 
nto Þ the puddle , unto the mocking of God , and the!exceeding - 
xt- | grear reproach and detriment of his Cauſe : Therefore, for 
ach I the berter decermining the Truth and ſincerity of the Re» 
5 of Þ pentance ofthoſe who deſire to be admitted to the Covenane 
andGommunion : Itis appointed and Ordained that none 
da ofthoſe perſons who are debarred from the Covenant and 
£0 Communion ſhall be admitted and received thereto , bur 
ih © ſuch as after exact criall , ſhall be found for ſome competent 
er-© time before or after the offer of their Repentance , accord= 
ing to the diſcretion of the reſpeive Judicatories » to have 
1ntheir ordinary converſatione given realTeſtimony of their 
diſlike of the late unlawfull Engagetnenrt , and of the caur= 
ſesand wayes of Milignants , and of their ſorrow for their 
xceiljon to the ſame; &ro live ſoberly, righteoully &godly; 
&1fany ſhall be found , who after the defeating of the Enz, 
ggers have uttered any Malignant ſpeeches, tending ro the 
ey of the lare unlawfuJEngagement, or the blood- 
d within the Kingdome for promoving of the ends of the 
fid Engagement, or any other projeCs or praftiſes within 
or withont the Kingdome ; prejudiciall to Keligion and the 
Covenant , or tending ts the reproackr of the Miniſtry ,. or 
the civill Government of the Kmgdam ,” or who have un- 
neceflarily or ordinarily converſed with Malignant and diſ- 
atected perfons, Or who have had hand 1n ,” ox acceſſion to, 
or compliance with or have any wayescountenanced or pro= 
moved any Mrlignant Defgn , prejudiciaFty Religion and 
the Covenanr; That theſe, 'norwirhſtanJing their profefſie 
on of Repentance be not ſuddedly received,bura competent 
time , according to the diicretion of the Judicatory , beg 
aligned rothem for tryall of rhe evidence of their Repens 
ance, according to the qualifications above mentioned. 
And the Generall Afſembly Ordains Presbyteries to make 
Intimation of this Actin thie feverall Kirks of their —_— 
00n 
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loonas they can , after wwaedithe rifing Generall Aſſembly)ſ 1 
that none. pretend ignorance. 3 And that Ptesbyteris 4 
make'accompr of their diligence in proſecuting of this Ag « 
ro the Quarterly meetings of rhe Commiſſion of this Ag © 
ſembly. ) f 
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+ The Declaration and Acknowledgement 
before mentioned. 


h 
I | after due conſiderati 7 
of the late Warre againſt the Kingdom of England 3 An . 
baving alſo conſidered the conrſe purſued and promoted 
theEarle of Lanerk, George Monroand their Adherents inar 
about Stir/np , and by others in the late Rebellionin thi 
North , againft all which not only eminent Teſtimoniese 1 
Gods Wrath haye been'given in defeating of them , but 
ny werein themſelves finfull breaches of Covenant , an | 
referring the intereſt of man unto God ; I doe hereforew 
ods ſight profeſſe , that I am convinced of the unlawfub} 
neſle of all theſe ways, as contrary ro the Word of Goſh: 
and to the Solemn League and Cavenant , not only in 8 
| pard of the miſcarriages af theſe that were imployed rhet 
n, bur alſoin reſpe& of the nature of theſe courſes then 
felves; And therefore profeſling my unfained ſorrow form w 
utltineſle by my accefiion ro the ſame, doe renounce al 
iſclaim the forefaid Engagement and all the courſes rh h 
were uſedfor carrying on'the ſame,cither before or after well 
defeat of the Engagers , as contrary tothe Word of G ON 
and Solemn League and Coyenant, and deſtrutivero Rel 
ligion and the work of Reformation ; And I doe prom ie 
10 the youre of the Lords ſtrength, never again to own an} + 
of theſe or the like courſes. And if hereafter at any time, I} | , 
ſhall be found to promote any Malignant Deſign or courſe, 
that I ſhall juſtly be accompted a perfidious Covenant bres 
ker and deſpiſer of God , and be —=IF againſt with rae | 


. 
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ly'] miſe to adhere to.che National! Coyenape of thisKi ngdome 
riex] aod co rhe Solemn League and Covenanrbetwixt the King= 
AJ dornes, and tobe horicft and: zEafous for promoving all the 
Ay ends thereof . ay T ſhall be called thereunto of God, andro 
'Þ flee all occaſions and. gemprations that may lead me inte 


»Þ zoy chelike ſnares againlt the (ame, © Subſcribed * 
at + the _ dayof 
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| luly 24. | 1649. Poſtmeridiem. Sel. XXII. 
\0 fo rheHighks HonourableConrt of Partiament 
ll. T6 General Aſoubly , Huimbly Sheweth, 
of FHat whereas we bave ſeen & conſidered theA@ of Parlia- 
sofY - menc aboliſhing Pacronages , and: doc highly commend 
1Y the piety and zeal of the Eſtaces of Parliament in promoving' 
clay a point ,of Reformations The. Generall As» 
bly do humbly. ſypplicate, tharbeſide the ſetling of the 
Iniſters ſtipends ,. tha. the Tythesmentioned in the ſaid 
Act, may be afteftsd with ghe burrhen of pious uſes, 'within 
the reſpetive Paroches, contorm-toadraught of an At 
1 by. the. Commisfioners ofthe late Generall Asfembly 4 
fore it pasſed_ in Parliament , And that the foreſaid Att, \7 
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om pr made eff:(tyall for the feling of Miniſters Stipends 


" 
= 
: 
| 


x irksere&ted , and neces(ary ro be Erected according/ro 
hal the Tenour of the Act of Parliament, And for this effect, 
the that your Lordſhips will haſten the. ficting of rhe:Commis- 
2D fon forPlanration of Kirks, wigh all convenicut diligence , 


wd yourLordſhips Anſwer, 
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27. July, 1649. Antemeridiem. Sell. 25, 
A ſeaſonable and necefſary VV, arning. and. 


Declaration » comerning Preſent and Imminent dans" 
gers, and concerning duties relating thereto, ** 
from the Generall &ſſembly of this Kirk, J 

#unto all the CH embers thereof, 


HE Lord who chooſes Jeruſalem in a furnace of Aﬀia 

Riqnz hath been pleaſed fince che beginning of the work 
of Reformation in this Land , roexerciſe his People with 
many trialls ; all that defired to keep a good: conſcie 
were not Jony agoe under many heavy and {ad prefſu: Y 
from the inlelency and oppreſſion of a-prevailing party of 
diſ-affeted and Malignane men , who under a pretexrof 
bringingthe King to a condition of Honotr, Freedomang 
Safety > .did carry on an unlawfull Engagement tagainft the 
Ringdom otF-xgland:andif theLord had not been metcife 
unto his people , they were like either to have been baniſh 
our ofahe Land, orro have been kepr in a/perpeniia}l butt 
dape in their conſciences, perſonsand eftares: But he whol® 
Meſlengers thole men had mocked, arid whoſe word the 
bad _— , did _ them down ſuddenly in adayy 
and reſtored [liberty and peace 'unto his people : A merC 
and deliverance , whichas it onghr robe remembred wit 
thankfulnefle and praiſe, ſo may it engage our hearts not 
faint mkroubles and ſtraires that do yer abide us. but to tral 
inthe name” ofthe Lord ," who þoth can ard will deliver 
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ſtil! ourof-all our affliftions. | 
Albeit» wee do now enjoy tnany rich and precious b& 
fing wherin wee have reaſon ro be comforted, and rorejoyee}* 
yet1t were to ſhut our own eyesif we ſhould not fee our ſes 
ves involved in, and threatned with many and great dangers 
ar home and fromabroad, Itis matter of exceeding gre 
Jorrow to think upon the ignorance and profanity , theims 
penitencieand ſecurity that abounds till in the Land » nt 


it anding ache graciqusdſpralgtion of the Goſpel,a0 
; | _, meany 
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9,04 means of grace in ſuch purity and plenty , -that none of the 
JT Nations round abour us can boaſt of the like, and of all his 
d. ſharp rods wherewith he hath afflicted us from year to year, 
ae. and of all the mercies and deliverances wherewith he hath, 
©Þ viſitedus, andof ourlate ſolemn confeſſion of finnes, and 
a} engagement unto duties » ſezled with the renewing of the 
F Covenantand the Oath of God ; Which ſome men have ſa 
far alrtady forgorten , asto return with the dogge tothe 
yomit, and with the ſow to the puddle: And many lignes 
of inconſtancy and levity do appear among all ſorrs and 
ranks of perſons , who ſeemto want nothing. but a ſurable 
rentation to draw them away from their edfiſtneſſe 3 Our 
TE Army isnor yet ſufficiently purged, but there be ſtill in it 
58 Malignant and ſcandalous men , whoſe fidelity and cone 
of ſtancy , asitis much to be doubted fois the wrath of the 
-of& Lord to be feared , upon their proceedings and undertak- 
I ings , withonr a ſpeedy and effeCtuall remedy. 
hey Thar prevailing party of SeCtaries in England, who have 
nÞy broken the Coyenant , and deſpiſed the Oath of God, cor- 
rupted the truth, ſubverred the fundamentall Governmenty 
and taken away the Kings life look vpon us with an evill 
*&ye, asupon theſe who ſtand in the way of their monſtruous 
FJ and new fangled deyices in Religion and Government 3 
v4 And though there were no cauſe to fear any thing from thar 
butthe Gangrene and infeGttion'of thoſe many damna-y 
| and abominable errours which have taken hold« on them 
*YJ yet our vicinity unto and daily commerce with that Nation , 
Wy may juſtly make us afraid thar the Lord may give up many in 
ey this Land onto a ſpirit of delufion to beleeve lies, becauſe 
FF they have nor received the love of the truth. 
SY Neither is the Malignant party fo far broken and broughr 
Y low . as that they haveabandoned all hopes of carrying on 
o& JF their former defigns againſt the Covenant and work of Re- 
#6 formation : Beſide many of them in this Kingdom , who 
J acas Foxes tied in chains , keeping their evill nature, and 
w{Þ vaiting an opportuny to break their cords ,' and again to 
prey upon the Lords peoplc , there be ſtanding Armies jit 
09 #eland,” under the command of the Marquefſe of Ormond , 
be Lora Dubgueesy the Lord of Airdea and Grnge Monro, 
-, buf wha 
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who forgetting. all the horrible ctuelty that was exerciſed. 
by the Iriſh Rebels, upon many thouſands of the Engliſh® 
and Scortiſh Nations in that land ', - have entred into a; 
Peace and Aﬀfociation with them, that they may the =Y 
eafily carry on the old defignes of the Popiſh ,, Prelaticall 
and Malignant party , And the Lord of Azrds, and George. 
Menro, haveby treachery and oppresfion brought the Pro=" 
vince of Viſter , and Garrifons therein , under their powey: 
and Command , and have redatted our country-men , and: 
ſuchas adhere unto the Covenant » and cauſe of God in that; 
Province, unto many mtiſeries and ſtraits » and are like ro: 
baniſh the Miniſters of the Goſpcll and to overturn theſe 
faire beginnings of the work ofGod, which were unro many;Y. 
4 branch of hope, thatthe Lord meant to make Ire/and FF" 
pleaſant land; x Bt G 
But which is more grievous untous then all theſe , our}: 
{ King notwithſtanding of the Lords hand againſt his FathergY 
« + © ntoovro the work of God , andof the many ſad ” 
x | ha olefull conſequences; followed thereupon , in referenceralil.” 
Religion and bis Sebjetts » atidto his perſon , andGovernaF. 
ment, doth hearken unto the councels oftheſe who were. 
Authors of theſe miſeries to his Royall Father and his Kir 4 | 
doms $: fy which it hath come to paſſe » that his Majeſty 
Hath hicherro refuſed to grant the juſt and neceflary deſired 
of this Kirk and Kingdom , which were rendred unto hin 
from the Commiſtroners of both forſecuring of Religon 
the Liberdies of che SubjeCt , his Majeſtics Government 
aud the Peace of che Kingdome ; And it is much rot 
feared char thoſe wicked Counſellours may ſo farre prevai 
upon him in his tenderyeers , as to engage him ina warrey 
for overturning ( if it be poſſhble , of the work of God 
and bearing down all thoſe in thechree Kingdoms tharadai 
Here thereto: Which ifhe ſhall doe, cannot but bring© 
wrath from the Lord upon himſelfe and his Throne 
and muft be the cauſe of mary new , and great wilcries,afic 
calamiries to theſe Lands. « 
It concerns a Nation thus finfull and loaden with iniqui 
2nd involved in ſo many difficulties and dangers,by timou 
repentance2ud upfainee bumiliatigg $9 draw near to'God: 
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* 7 god to wraftſe with him in Prayer and gupplication, thar 
7} ur fin may be pardongd, and our iniquity doneaways and : 
*Y thathe would eſtabliſh che Land in the love of the wayke 
*Y and inable every on in rheir ſtation todo their duty boldly 
Jad without fear , and in humble dependance upon the 

Lord, in whom aloneiis the ſalvation of his people; Every 
"* man ought with all faithfulneſſe and diligence , ro make uſe *. 
"7 Jofall cheſe means tharare approvenand allowed of God , 

"Yor preſerving and carrying on of his work, and for ſecuring 
"2Yaod guarding the Land againſt all enemies wharſomever , 
re both upon the right hand and upon the left. 

*Y The Spirit of errour and delafion in our Neighbour Land, 
Yiarhe policPof Saran hath vailed it ſelf in many, under the 

Fmask of h0linefſe and is in the rigreous and wiſe diſpenſa« 
tion of God , armed with power , and atrended with ſuc- 

Riceſle : Therefore all the Inhabitants of this land would la- 

hour for more knowledge , and more love ofthe truth , 

8 hour which they may eafily be deceived , audled into 
MFencation , and would learn to diſtinguiſh berwixr the ſhew 
nd power of pqdlinefſe. We know that chere be many 1n 
wand who be truly godly, and mourn with us for all the 
fours and abominations thar are in that land , Bur ir1s 
out controverſie , that that Spiric which hath ated in 

be Courſes and Counſels of theſe, who have retarded and 
dbſtruted the work of God, diſpiſed the CoFenanr, forced 

be Parliament, murthered the King , changed rhe civill 
borernment , and eſtabliſhed ſo yaſt a Toleration in Relt« 
100. cannot be theSpirit of Righteouſnefleand Holineſle, 
cauſe it reaches nor men to live godly and righteoufly,bur 
twes them afide into errour-and tnake themro bring forth 

&e bicter fruics of impiery and iniquity and therefore oughr 
dbe avoyded. And not only are ſuch of ourNation as 
awailein our Neighbour-land; to rake heed unto theme 
Ives that they receive not infection from ſuch as- are lea» 

ned with. Errour , but theſe alſo wholive at home, el- 
ally in thoſe places where SeRtaries, upon pretext of 
ferchandiſe , and other. civill imploymems, - ordinarily 

SMaſique avd converſe. Neither needs any man to be afraid 

FWi\the power and ſucceſſc ofrhar party » Neither needsany 
7 | 3 man 
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wan tobe afraid of the power and ſucceſle of thatparty,thej} 
who bave gadded abour ſo much to change their way , ſhall 4 

-Ferelong beaſhamed ; The Lord hath rejected rheir cor 
dences, and they ſhall notproſper in them; How farre 
anay proceed in their Refolurions and Actings againſt 
Kingdome,, is inthe hand of the moſt high ; If the Lol 
ſhall ſuffer that party to invade thiszland, it may be the cops 

 Fortand incouragement of all the Inhabirints thereof , thy 
not only hath that unlawtull engagemeur againſt the _ 
dom of Expland been declared againſt, and condemned "q 
by Kirkand State ; butalſo that thefe men can pretend mF *j 
uarrell againſt us, unleſſe itbe , that we bave adhered uny}' 
the Solemn League and Covenant , from whi@ they hak 
{o foully revolred and backſlidden 3 and that we have bots 
teſtimony againſt Toleration , and their proceedings 1n rev: 
rence to Religion and Government : and the taking away 
the Kings life : And thereſore we truſt that in ſuch a al 
none will be ſo farre deficient in their duty as not To deianl. 
themſelves againſt ſuch injuſt violence , and in the ftreagy 

ofthe Lord to adhere unto their former principles, W 
much boldnes of ſpirit, and willingneſfle of heart ; In th 
certainly we ſhall have a good conſcience and the Lord tilt P. 
be with us. 7" ; 

Weare not ſo, to have the one of our eyes upon the 
aries, asnotT6 hold the other upon the Malignants , tl 
being an enemy more numerous , and no lefſe ſubtile an 
powerfull northe other , andat this time more dangerof e 
unto us z. nor onely becauſe experience hath proven tl 
there is 2a greater aptitude- and 1nclination-in theſe of al” 
Land, to complie with Malignauts then SeCtaries in thi 
they carry on their wicked deſignes under a pretext of be 
for the King ; Butalſo becauſe there be many of them in ot 
own bowels , and for thar they doe pretend to be for mal 
tenance of the Kings Perſon and Authority , and (whick 
the matter of our grife ) becauſe the King ownestheir pr 
ciples and wayes; which if itbe not raken heed unto , mt 
prove a great inare, and dangerous tentation to many 
fide with them againſt the Lords people , and his cal 
The conſtant renour of the carriage of theſe in this land 
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ef fand for the Cauſe of God; are undeniable argurnefts of 
lf th-ir affeftion to Monarchy , and to that Royall Family and 
-F Line wich hath ſweyed the RE of this Kingdom for mas 
ny hundreds of yeers paſt. Albeir his Majeſtie who. lately 


Teigned , refufed to harkemto theirjuſt defires , yer did they 
I with' much patience and Moderation' of mind , ſupplicate 
-and ſolicire his Majeſty for ſarisfattion 'in_theſe things that 
*concern Religion and the Covenant, and were (fill willing , 
"that upon ſatisfaCtion given , he ſhould be admitted to _the 
*exerciſe of his power; and whatſoever envie and malice ob» 


my .jeRs ro the contrary , were carefull to get aſſurance concer- 
nog” ning che ſafery of his Majeſties Perſon , when they brought ; { 
thetr Army"@Englend; and when notwithſtanding.of Gat APTN 
*afſurance , the prevalling party of Setaries were. ating for- 
RF his life; did ro the urmolt of their power , endeavour by 
of cheir Commiſſioners that there might bavebeen no ſuch pro« 
Wy ceeding > And when their deſires and endeavonrs were not 
al ſuccesfull , did proteſt and bear teſtimony againſt the ſame. 
my” And, as both Kirk and Stare had teſtified their tender reſ(- 
my pet ro his Majeſty who now reigns, by their Lerrers written 
wy to bim whilſt his Father was yer living,|So no ſh oner did the 
Wl Parliament heare of his Fathers deach , bur they did with 
2F all folemniry proclaim him Kiug of theſe Kingdoms 3 And 
ey after they bad acquainted his Majeſty by Meſſages with their 
I proceedings herein, Commiſſioners were ſent both from 
Scare and Kirk inftcucted with power and Commiſſion to 
ro expreſſe the affefion of this Kingdome to Monarchy, an4 
tha his Majeſtics Perſon and Goverment , together with" their 
ol defires concerning the ſecurity of Religion , and the Peace 
ny of thoſe Kingdoms. Andalbeir the defires of both which 
Farce vow publiſhed to the world , with his Majeſties anſwers - 
10F thereto, areſuch-as are moſt juſt and neceſſary ;. yet the 
wy” Counſels of che malignant party had ſogreat influence upon 
cul bus Majeſty , that hisanſwers arenot only nor fatisfaftory , 
cu but ſhort.of that which was}many rimes grant dbyhisl 
Wvather . and cannot be acquieſced unto, ; unlefle we- 


F ab don the Lo_ and. Covename,: and. betray Religions 
bd che caule of God, . "40 
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We hold it the duty of all who live in thisLand,to wrefli{ 
with God in the hehalfe of the King , that he may be recoyes 
" req out of the ſnare of evill Countzll , and brought to giy 
farisfaction to the publick deſires of Kirk and State 3 .andin 
their places and ſtations to uſ2 all endeavours with himſel 
andothers for that effe&,and robe willing, upon ſatisfaftion} 
given, to admit him tothe exerciſe of his power, andcheex- 
fully to obey him in all things according to the will of Gad, 
- and the Jawes ofthe Kingdom , and ro do-every thing 
rendsto the preſervation of *hig Majeſties Perſon ,-and Juſt 
greatnefle and Aurhority , in the defence and preſexvatig 
of the true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdomes. _* 
Bur if his Majeſty , o: any having , or praggnding power 
and Commiſlion from him, ſhall invade F. Kingdom, 
upon pretext of eſtabliſhing him in the exerciſe ofi:1s Roy 
power , asit will be anhigh provocation again? G9! 0 bf 
acceſſory or affiſting thereto > ſo will it be a n:ces{ ay 4 
ro reſiſt and oppoſe the fame, We know that mars 276) 


WT 


forgerfull of the oath of God , and ignorzn «nd city 
rhe intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt and the Co'pel , and Joe 10h yp 
render that which concerns his Kinglom and the Privilegs 

thereof s and doſo much dore upon abſolute and 5 rbirigg 
Government for gaining their own ends , and {o much my 
ligne'the Inſtrumenrs of the work of Reformation, that the 
would admit his Majeſty to the exerciſe of his Rovalpoy 


- 


uponany termes whatſoever,though with. never ſo much pt ; 
24 
all 
0, 
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judice to Religion, and the Liberties of theſe Kingdoms 
and would think it quarrell enough to make War upon 

choſe who for conſciences ſake cannot condeſcend theretd 
Bur Wedefire all theſe who fear the Lord, and mind to keep 
thet r Covenant imparrially to confider theſe things which 
followes, &y | I 


1. That as Magiſtrates and their power is ordained of Gat, 
ſo are they tn the exetciſe thereof, norto walk according 
theirowne will , but according to the Law of eqeny ne 


righteousneſſe , as being the Miniſters 'of G O D for tl 
ſafery of his People ; Therefore a'boundles and illir rec 
wet'sro be acknowledged in no King nor Magiſtrate 
Neither is Our King to be admitted to'the exerciſe 6FW 
: | powe 
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MJ power as longs be refuſes: to walk in;the Adminiſtration 
vel of the ſame according to this rule , and the eſtabliſhed 
Laws- of the Kingdom, thar his Subjects may live under 
him aquier and and peaceable life in all Godlineſſe and 


.. 2, There isane murual] Obligation and Sctipulatian be- 
wwixt the King and his People ; As both of them are tied to 
OD» ſo cach of them are tied one to another for the per- 
formance of mutuall and reciprocall dutics : According to 
this , It1s Sature and Ordained in the 8, Att ofthe i. Par« 
lament of King'James the 6. That all Kings, Princes or Magi- 
frates whatſoever , halding their place , which hereafter shall hap- 
pen in any time to Raign and beare rale over this Realm, at the time 
_ of therr Coronation and receipt of they Princely Authority , make 
their faithfull promuſe by Oath inthe preſence of the EternallG O D 
that during the whole courſe of their lives , they chall ſerve the ſame 
Eternall GOD to the utmoſt of their power , according as he hath | 
required in bis moſt Holy VVord contained inthe Oldand New Teſta- , , | 
mnt according to the ſame Word, shall maintam the true Religion + amd : 
of Chrilt Jeſus, the Preaching of His moſt Holy VVord , and due and ; 
reht miniſtration of His Sacraments now received and Preached 
within ealm, Anxd shall abolssh and painſt and all falſe reli- 7 Wh 
pion contraryto the ſame, And shall rale theFeople committe« to their 
Tos according to the ill and Command of G OD revealed in bis 
Word Man according to the laudable Lawes and Conſtitutions received 
within this Realm , And thall procure to the utmoſt Large ont 
the Kirk of God and the whole Chriſtian People ; true and' perfe 
race m all. timp comming. And that Juſtice and Equity be keeped 
$< creatures without exceptzeon, Which Oath was ſworn , 
rit by King Tames the 6, and afterwards by King Charles at 
his Coronation , and is inferred in our Nationall Covenant, 
which was approven by the King who lately Reigned 5s As 
long therefore as his Majeſty who now Reignes , refuſes to 
hearken to the juſtand neceſſary defires of Stare add Kirk z 
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Wy propounded to his Majeſty for the Security of Religion 

| Fad ſafery of his People, 2nd roengage and oblige himſelf, 

Wy for the performance of his Dury tohisPeople, Ir is conſo-: 

F gant ro Scripture and' reaſon and the' Laws'of che Kings 
*dom, that they ſhould refuſe roadroic him to the exerciſe 
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- his Government', untill he jgive ſatisfaRion in theſs 
gnngs- ; ' _ 

3: Inthe League and Covenant which hath been ſo ſolems 
ty ſworneand renewed by this Kingdom , the Dutie of d& 
fending and preſerving the Kings Majeſties Perſon and An- 
thoriy 1s joyued with , and ſubordinar unto the dutie 4 


preſerving and defending thetrue Religion and Liberrigs 
the Kingdoms : And therefore his Majeſtie ſtanding in of 
poſition to the jult and neceſſary publick deſires concerning 
Religion and Liberties, it were a manifeſt Breach of Co 
nant , anda preferring of the Kings intereſt to the intereſt 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to bring him to the exerciſe of his Royal pas 
wer , Whichhe , walking in a contrary way, and being com- 
paſſed abour wich Malignant Counſels, cannot but employ 
unto the prejudice-and ruin of both, . 
{. 4. Wasnotan Arbitrary Government and unlimited pos 
wer » the fountain of molt of all the Corruprions both it 
Kirk and State ? 'And was it not for reſtraint of this, gpd for 
their own juſt defence againſt Tyranny and injuſt violence, 
which ordinarily is the fruit and effect of (uch a power \chat 
.. the Lords People didjoyn in Covenant , and b een at 
* " theexpenſe of ſo much blood , pains and treaſur ye ers 
paſt > And if his Majeſtie ſhould be admitted to the exerciſe 
of his Government before ſatisfaction given , were it nd 
ro put in his hand that Arbitrary Power , which we ha 
upon juſt.and neccflary grounds been ſo long withſtanding, 
and ſoto abandon our former Principles, and betrary ous 
Cauſe > - 
5. The King being averſe from the Work of Reformatiod 
and the inſtruments thereof, and compaſſed abour with Mzx- 
ignantand disaffefted men , whom he hearkens unto as his 
moſt faithfuil Counſellers, and looks upon as his beſt 
molt Loyall Subjets, We leave it roall indifferent men x0 
judge, whether his Majeſtic , being admitted;ro rhe &x= 
ercife of his Power before ſatisfaction given , would, not 
by ſuch Counſells egdeavour an overturning of the things: 
which GO D bath wrought amongſt us., and labour... 0, 
draW publick.adminiſtrations Ws exe, Religion and th | 
liberties of the Sybje& , unto that courſe and channall w” 
vw 
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fe] which they did run under Prelacie, and before the Work'of 
>} Reformarion : Which we have the more cauſe to fear , be- 

n+ | cauſe his Royall Father did ſo often declare, tbat he con« 
ceived himielfbound to employ all the power thar G O D 
ſhould put in his hands to the urmoſt for theſe ends ;. and 
that he adheres as yet to his Fathers Principles, and walkes 
in his way , and hath made a Peace with the Iri5b Rebels, 
by which is granted uuro them rhe full liberry of Popery. 

6. Itisnoſtrange nor new thing for Kingdoms to pre- 
ſerve Religion of themſelves from ruine, by purting reſtraint 
upon the exerciſe of the power and Government of thoſe 
who have refuſed ro grant thoſe things that were neceſlary 
for the good of Religion, and the Peoples ſafery; There 
have bin many precedents of it in this and other nations of 
old,and of late, Upon theſe and other important confiderati« 
ons, Ir ſhall be the wiſdom of every one who dwell in the 
Land,to take heed of ſuch a temptation & ſnare, that they be 
not acceſlory ro any ſuch deſignes or endeavours as they 
would not bring upon themſelves , and upon their farmlies, 
the guilt of all the derriment that will undoubredly follow 
thereupon to Religion and the Covenant, and of all rhe 
miſeriesand calamities that 1t will bring upon his Majeſties 
Perſon and Throne, and upofi theſe Kingdoms 3 Such a 
thing would inall appearance be the undermining and ſha- 
king « if not the overthrowing and deſtroying of the work 
otReformation: And therefore whoſoever attempr the ſame, 

, oppoſe themſelves to the Cauſe of GOD, and will at.laft 
daſh againſt rhe Rock of the LORDS Power, which 
hath broken in pieces many high and lofty ones ſince the be- 
ginning of this work in rheſe Kingdoms: And it is unto 
us a ſure Word of Ptomiſe, That whoſoever thall affociare 
themlelves, or take*counſel rogether, or gird themſelves 
againſt GOD and His Work, ſhall be broken in pieces. 

It is not onely joyning in Arms with the Malignant par- 
tie, tharall cheſe who would keep their integritie hath need 
to beware of » bur al{o ſubrtil devices and defignes , thatare 

F promoted by fair prexexts aud perſwaſionsto draw men to 

$ diſpenſe at feaſt with ſome part of theſe neceffarie defires , 

thatare propounded to hisMajeftie for ſecuring of WT 
99 
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Afcer many turnings and deviſes the foundation of thang 
Jayful Engagement wasar laſt laid by his Majeſties Conceſs 
Sons in the year 1648. Wherein though many things ſeems 
ed ro be granted » yet that was denyed , withour which Ree 
ligionand the Union berwixt the Kingdoms could nothaye 
| Þeenſecured: Anditis probable, thar ſuch a way maybe 
afſayed again , and proſecured with very myc? cunning ang 
Skill ro deceive and 1nſnare the ſimple. It doth rherefors 
Concerneall ranks and cagditions of perſons to be the more 
warie and circumſpect , eſpecially in that which concerng 
the National Covenant, and the Solemn League and Coyea 
nant, that before his Majeſtie be admitted tothe exerciſe 
of his Royal Power , that by and attour the Oath of Cort 
nation , he ſhall aſſure and declare by his Solemn Oath un« 
der his hand and ſeal his allowance of the National Caves: 
mnt, and of the Solemn League and Covenant, andoblis 
g2tion to proſecute the endsthereof in his Station and Cally 
2g , and that he ſhall for himſelf and his ſucceſſours , cons 
ſenj and agree to Acts of Parliament » injoyning the Solemg; 
League.andCoyenanr , and fully Eſtabliſhing Presbyterial” 
Government, the Direfory of Worſhip, the Confeffion” 
of Faich and Catechiſme , as they are approven by rhe Genes 
ral Aſſembly of this Kirk and Parliament of this Kingdomy? 
in all his Majeſties Dominions , and that he ſhall obſerys} 
theſe in his own Practiſe and Fannulie , and thar he ſhall rice? 
ver make oppoſition,to any of theſe, nor endeavour any” 
change thereof . Albeit the League and Covyenant bed Ye 
iſed by that prevailing party in England, and the Work of: 
Laiformicy, thorow the retardemenrts and obſtruftions that” 
have comeinthe way , be almoſt forgotten by theſe Kings" 
- dorhss yetthe obligation of that Covenant isperperual, and” 
all the duties contained therein are conſtantly to be minded;; 
and proſecute by every one of us and our poſterity , accors: 
ding to their place and ſtations: Andrtherefore we areno: 
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tefle zealouſly ro. endeavour, that his Majeſtic may Eſt 7 fo 


bliſh, and ſwear, and ſubſcribe:the ſame, thenif it were 
unanimouſly regarded and ſtuck unto byal] the Kingdomelf 
Empland , for his Majeſtie ſwearing and ſubſcribing the Le 
2gue and Coveuant, will much contribute for the Security £ 


Religion 
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t \ + woph is Majeſtics bappineſle , and the Peace of his 
' As it isincumbenr ro all, whe live in this Ki *_- 
dom to be warchful and EG Kirk and Kings 
e w_ w__ ET tof ora nr urs © of 
[| s,ina ſpeciall way toſeet ; - he 
\ {&reſolure in thqperformance ofthe ns or NT | 
" | I = —> us a ſufficient evidence and credo - 9h 
Ee edeces neceſſary reſtimony of 
yalty ithat they oweto the King , b 
ky pl _— ſeaſonable endeavoures for chaiaits p y uſing all 
A, / ajeſtic » that ſo he may be eſtabliſhed > _ Thro- 
ry nes; And we truft , that upon the oth = is 1 
bY lan obligation to God, and hi oO er hand}, the ſenceof 
» Y will wake them conftantl is Oath that is upon them 
4 ; nfly ro adhere to their f Ci 
y ples reſolutions,and defires concerning Reli former princts 
I venant , that real ſarisfation ol —_— andtheCo®. 
. fore the King be put 1n cheenrecie of bis — uw 
n. they will carefully provide for the ſafe v7 "hel fo 
Fboth in regird of the inteſtine danger Y is e Kingdom» 
k yahon without 3 It 1s not lon P cache regard of me 
ſr reſt of the Land , made Glens ublic —_ G__ 
cc with Malignants , contel p_ tid feffion of Conte 
" ef (elf intereſts, and heaikening to th c ence, following 
> blood 2 and didina [pecial _—_ - - ounſels of fleſh 
bs. ply, aod (eek themſelves and their oe themſelvesto come, 
-. wabandon the counſels of their poaes hes _— — 
af Bebe the Armoffleſb, andro purge Tudic ts pero arr 
K Profane and {candalous perſons; HON Armues 
v5 yad fall 2gain unto ſogreat and grievou! necesſary duries 
ry. truſt rhat they will ſeek the thi - © C1 transgreſſons. We 
Yikeir own thiv ngs of CHRIST, and not 
Ie 0B s thatthey will hearken i 
no Þ% walk io the imaginations of thei offs Work) way. , 
PE. will celie upon she Arm Cocks ORD. hearts , that they > 
ym of ficſh ,, that they will bew wy and ucrapotee 
waing che diſpoſitions and a - and circumſped in 
Aebey pur in Mend ine Sets able Kine of thoſe whonr 
"of Earted, & beenſy often Cec f d by ingdom bath ſo'much 
: Cecgivsy by complyance with Ma-. 
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lignants,they will carefully avoid this ſnare, inregard of hſ** 
who were npon the former unlawful Engagement, & bets 
der in bringing in of ſuch; And wee cannot but exhort chef 
in the Name oi the LORD, to take notice of theOppreſigh®; 
of the People and Commons in the Land, by the lawlef&” 
exactions of Land- Lords. Colleours and Souldiers. We 
not juſtifieche murmurings and prejugee” thoſe , whats. 
preferring tie things of the world ro the Goſpel and thinglliye, 
of Feſus Chriſt , repine at neceſſary burthens ,; without whichl%. 
I 15 not poilible that the Land-can be ſecured from invaligy o 
withour and inſurre&tion within , or the Cauſe and People 
of GOD be defended trom enemies : It is the duyh5 
- ofecyery one who bath: taken the Covenant , willingly: 
witha cheerfull minde to beſtow their means and heir paing 
as they ſhall be called thereunto » in an orderly way : Ye A 
Ihould theſe to whom God hath commurred the Govern; 
ment , take Carre that they be-not need\efe!y burtheneGEy 
and that none grind their {aces by oppreffion ; not only Wt;; 
aking of Lawes againft the ſame , bur by learching out! by 
the cauſe of the poor , and by executing theſe Lawes tits; 
- ouſly upon theſe that opprefſe them , that rhey may th 
real redreſſe of their juſt gievances and complaints, and Wt; 
encouraged to bear thole burthens which cannot be WL 
voyded. | \ 

. As the Parliament have begun , ſo we hope they will 
continue , to purge out ail theſe from truſt , that are not < 
known integrity and affe&tion to the cauſe of God , and 
2 blamelefſeand Chriſtian converſation, and thar they! 
the officers of the Army in their reſpective places , w1 
riouſly mind , and ſpeedily and reſolutely goe about 
removing from the Army all malignant ſcandalous perf 
and alſo the removing of Seftaries when any ſhall be fe 
therein, that they may give real evidence that they didnaly. 
- deal deceirfully. with God, in the day that they engai®ſy; 

themſelves thereto, be 


Albeitwe hope and pray that thoſe who beare charge ils 
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our Army, will from the remembrance of the Loaf puny 
neſle tothem , and the honour that he bath put upon them 
endeayour to Carry themlclyes faithfully , and 
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vet it cannot be unſeaſonable ro warn them to take heed of 
rarions , and to bew are of ſnares that they be not drawn . 
MZ indifference or neutrality in the cauſe of God , much lefſe 
ico connivance at, or compliance with the courſes and 
WLfoncs of malignants or Seftaries, but to ſtick cloſely b 
ſame» and ro be zealons againſt all the enemies and ad- 
SWrſarics thereof: And it concerns ſouldiers to be content 
Sith their wages, and .to-doe violencera.no man , bur as 
Whey are called unto the defence of the cauſe and people of 
"I God , foro behaverhemſelves in ſucha blamlefſe and-Chri- 
MIRn way , that their carriage may. be a reſtimony to his 
Sale, and a comfort to his people.; So ſhall our Armies 
roſper , and the Lord ſhall goe out with them. _ _ 

"Bar moſt of all it concerns the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
Iybom God hath(called ro give warning to his people to look - 
an Pele uy s Itis undeniably true, that many of the evils 

Sy bcrewich this Kirk aod Kingdome hath been aMfiied' in 
Four age , Have come co paſſe becauſe of the negligence of 

ſome, and corruprions of others of the,Miniſtry ; Whuleſt 
"ome felt aſleep , and were careleſſe, apd others weretove- 
Sous and ambitious , the eyil man broughr-in Prelacy » and 
F the Ceremonies , & had farre. promoted the Seryice-Book , 
$24 th&Book of Cannons; and the courſe of backſlidingand 
* BY rebdltitig was carried on, untill i 


/ 


rofche Lord of Hoſts ; But ſuchare departed our of the 


var 
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Way , and hath cauſed many to ſtumbleat the Lay, 
refore hath theLord made them contemrtible and baſe hefap 
all the people : acccording as they have not kept his wayeg, 
but have been partiall-in his law ; Bzcauſe they have toff 
their ſavour, he hath caſt our many of them as unſavayy 
falr : But ſnch as have been faithfull . as he hath preſerveg 
from the violenceand fury of men, ſo hath he veribed buy 
word in thetr mouths', both againſt his enemies , aed cons 
cerning his people and hts work; And makes them ſes; 
though not all their deſires emis Lo Goſpel, andihe 
work of God in the land yer very much of rhe fruit of al 
Jabour » by preſerving the Jodtine nd all the ordinancey | 
Jeſus Chriſtin their purity , and adding inſome meaſut 
thereto the power and life thereof We doe thzrefaw 
charge all the Miniſters ofthe land , before God and whe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall judge the quick and thedeat 


' 


at his appearing in his Kingdom , as in everything to beeg: 
ſamples of a good converſation , and to walk without gfs 
fence » that the miniſtry be not blamed 3 So ro-take he 
unto the flock *over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made they 
ovyerſeers, todeclare unto them all rhe Counſell of God 
and togive them timous warning concerning every dang 
and duty, and to hold forth unto them the ſolid grounds@ 
reall conſolation , by which they may be encquraged an 
comforted 1n all their trials and atifions ; 'that they un 
be free of the blood of all men, and have this as a ground) 
rejoycing, even''the -reftimony' of * their conſcience 
that in ſimplicity and*godly purenefle ; not with fleſhly 
wildome , bur by thegrace of they have had their comp 
veriation in the wotld , and have exhorted and [comtors 
ted: 20d - charged %vety 'one' committed unto then, 2 Fas 
ther: doth his childrren, Eſpecially ; Mininiſters ap 
to be careful to be much indiſcoyering the temptations; 
- and prefing the duties of the times thattheſe who a8 
under,their charge may know what to avoid, and what 
o.embrace and purſue : If allthe Watchmen in the Land; 
I give warning, and blow rhe Trumpet at once, irſh uy 
not be caſte for enemies to prey upon the people. of Gods 
| Wee kagy no cauſe why any whom Gog hach calted e F 
pre #1 
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351. preach the Goſpel, ſhould be afraid to ſpeak boldlyinthe- 
I ame of the Lord; ſince God hath given ſo manifeſt a eeftt- 
"_ y mony of his care and proteQion, in preſervigg.thett, rheſe 
BY yecrs paſt , who haveftriven to be faithful ro him-who hath 
oy called them from all rhe fury and malice of haters of the 
my wark of God and of theKingdom of of hisSonneJeſusChrilt ,- 
"oh ark. proouſed to be with. his ſervants-untothe eng of 
Ty w OILQ4 ,. : 
= Albeit tbe Land be involved in many difficulties ,. ard 
Wy compaſſed abour with Folens and iminenrt dangers , yet there 
M$ is hope and ground of conſolation concermng this thing. 
=8 The Lord is inthe midſt of us, and we are called by his 
name , our eares hear the joyfull ſound of the Goſpel , and 
FF and our eyes ſeeour Teachers ; We behold the arms of the 
IF Lord ſtretched our daily in working (alyarion for his people, 
"I and anſwering their defiresupon rheir enemies by terrible 
"I'S things in righteouſnefe 3. Although we be bur few in num- 
=Y ber, yer the Lord of Hoſts is withus , and inthe power of. - 
0 his ſtrenth we ſhall beableroprevaile; Although our land be 77;. 
" Ky with ſin , yer we have not been forſaken of the Lord PR_ 
T4 aurGog.,- byir be hath alwayeshad compaſſion upon us , and 
"MF delivered 5 1n all our diſtrefles; Although ſome of under= 
Sy ſanding fall, ir is but to try, and zo purge andto make 
whire even to the end, becaufe it 1s 2 fora time appointed; 
Although many cleave tous by flatteries z yet there bea 
em nant, who keep their integrity , and the Lord ſhall doe 
Food to theſe thar be good , bur ſuch as turn aide to crooked 
Ll Yayes , ſhall be led forth with the workers of iniquity. 
WY The Lords people in England an@ Ireland , who adhere to 
BY the cauſe and Covenant, may beperplexed , but ſhall nor 
Sy delpair; they may be perſecuted , bur ſha] not be forſaken; 
bp 6: may begalt down > but ſhall nor be deſtroyed : And 
is uniformity, and the work of Reformation in theſe 
knds, ſeem nor only to be retarded , but almoſt pluckr up 
a by the roots , and the foundation thereof razed ; Yet the 
70 &<d which the Lord hach ſowen there , ſhall again take 
Try root downward , and bear fruitupward , The zeat of the 
I} Lord of Hoſts ſhall performe this. 
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30. July1649. Antemeridiem Sell. 36j 
CAT coucerning Catechiſing. 


KD 


= Generall Aſſembly raking to their ſerious Conlidee' 
ration the grear darkneſſe and Ignorance', whereina;. 
great part of this Kingdom lyeth, rogether with rhe late? 
Solemn Engagement, to vſe all means for remedy thereof, 
doe ordaine; every Miniſter with affiſtance of the Elders of: 
their ſeverall Kirk ſeſſions to take courſe, that every rs of 
where theres any who can read, there beat leaſt one Copie 
of the Shorter and Larger Catechiſme , Confefſion of Faith: 
and DireQorie for Familie worſhip. And doerenew the: 
Ac of the Aﬀſemblie Auguſt 30. 1639. fora day of weekhe 
Catechiſing, to be conſtantly obſerved in every Kirk, And 
that brery Bhaider ſo Order their Catetherick, Queſtions, 
as thereby the People, ( who doe not conveen all ar ons; 
time but by turns unto that exerciſe ) may at every dye} 
have the chief heads of ſaving knowledge ina ſhort view 
preſented untothem,, And the Aſſembly conſidering that' 
notwithſtanding of their former At, theſe dyers of wee 
Catechifing are much flighred and neglected by many Mis 
niſters throughout this Kingdome , Doe therefore Appoint' 
and Ordaineevery Presby rtery , to take triall of all the mi 
nifters within their bounds once ar leaſt in rhe halfe year! 
whither they be carefall ro keep weekly dyets of Catechis 
fing : And if they ſhall finde any of their number negligets 
Herein they ſhall admonifh for the firſt fault , and if after 
ſuch admonirion they ſhall not amend , -The Presbyrerit 
for the ſecond fanlr ſhall rebuke them ſharply , and 
after ſuch rebuke they dos not yet amend, they hall | 

ſuſpended _ a 4 a . A 
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4 Aug. 1649, AntemeridiemSell. 49. 
Commiſſion for publick Aﬀaires. 


- 2 iow Generall Afſemblie Conſidering how neceſlaty it is 
| for preſervation of Religion in this Kingdom , and 
proſecution of the work of unifo: mity in all bis Majeſties 
dominions , That the Commiffions formerly granted to 
that effe& be renewed : - Therefore they doe nenew the 
owerand Commiſſion granted for the Publick affiirs of the 
irk by the Generall Afemblies held at Saint Andros 1642. 
and at Fdmburgh, 1642, 1644, 1645, 1646, 1647. and 
1648 . unto the Perſons following viz Msſters Alex. Rol= 
lock John Murray, Thomas Lundie, Fobn Freebairne, Geo: Mur- 
tay Harte Livingſton, William Macjore. Hew Henderſon Savnmel 
Auſtine, Gavin Young. David Lains, VVilliam Maxwell. Jobn 
Macleland, lames & roving , Robert Ferguſon. Tohn Scot, Themis 
Vrylie, Pen Fecles, John Bell, JohnNevoy VVilliam Gutherie , 
John Hammitoun , Hew Peebles Alex: Dunlope , Harie Semple, 
David Dizkſon, Patrick Gilleſpie, James Durham, K obert Baillie 
VViliam Hammiltoun'. Fravcis Aird , James Naſmith, Richard 
Inglis » VVilliam Saummeroail Fuan' Cameron, Robert Blair , 
Samuel R utherfoord , Tames VI/ood,, Tobn Macgill Elder , Alex: 
Baifoure, Williem Row. !ohn Moncriefe, Fredrick, Carmichaell 
Herie W alhe, W illiam Olipharit,George Pitilto,Lobn Robiſon, lames 
Thomſonz. Wihiam k ate, Da: Cample!l, Andro Cant,lo: Men- * 
zes , Andro Abercromby , Robert Sheyn 5 William Forbes , obs 
Paterſon, Duncan | orbes, ill. Chalmers, |obn Annand, Wall: , 
Falconer , Murdoch Mackenzie , Robert ] amefon, Gilbert Mar* 
thelt, 70. Dallafſe , Wil: Smyth, Robert Hume , Tho. Suintoun , 
lames Strateun , ]o: Douglaſs » lames Guthrie , Tho Denaldſen , 
Will: Iameion , Tohn Live ftoun , tohn Scot , Andro Dunkeſen, 
John 'Dal:ell > Arthur Forbes , James Fleming, lames Robiſon, 
+} Hew'Campbel, Robert Dowglaſſe, Mungo Law , George Leſlie 
I Jobn *damſon , James Hawmiltoun , lohn Smyth, Hew Maclell, 
& Geo: Hinchiſon . Patrick Fleming; Tohn Hay . Ephraim Meluill , 
John i. ow , Gilbert Hall, George Benet , Kenneth Logie, Jobn 
7 Crafur4 Migiſters. —_— Margqueſſe of Argyle , if 
B *. PG * 
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E. of Lothian bs Viſcount of Arbuthnet,Dat L. Eleho 


Lo. Brichen , Rob: Lo. Burly » James Lo. Couper , Sir Archall 
obnſtaun of VVariftoun Clerk Regiſter , Sir Daniel Carmichael 
heſaurer Depure , Sr John Hope of Craighall Mr, Georgg 
VVinraham of Libbertown ,, Mr Alex. Perſon of Southbal, Alex." 
Brodie of that iJk » tour of the ordinary Lords of the Sefſion, | 
Arthur Erhen of Scotſcrage , Laird of VVauchtoun , Sir David 
Hume of VVedderbnrue, L aird of Edzell, Laird of Nidrie , Six 


VVilliam Scot of Harden, Laird of Greenheid, Laird of Freel 
Laird of Ceſnock , Sr, Fames Stewart of Kirk field , the Lair 


of Suintoun.younger , Laird of Eght., Sir James Fraſer , Sit |. 
Thomas Ker , Laird of Ferme , Sir Rob, Adair, Sheriff of Tis 


_viotdeil younger , Tutor of Pirfligo 3 Sir John Chiefly , Laird 
— of Engliſtoun, Laird of Leſlis younger, Laird of Dunb:th, La, 


of VVetertoun , Sir Jo. Smyth: Mr Rex. Colvill of Blair, VVhite 
bank younger , La. of Grenock , Gallosbiels younger , Bucks 


chentie , Grachlaw , Cloberhil , Dalſerf, Mr Robert Burnet 
younger . Mr Pho. Murray , Jams Eleis , David Kennedie; 


Alex: Joffray , James Sword , George Porterfei'd , Mr Rob. Bars 


clay ,, Hew Kennedey , VVill. Glendoning , Thomas Machirme, 


Rob. Lockart, Er James Campbel , Joon Carſane z Fobn Bo wel, 


D. Ale x. Donglaſſe , Mr Alex. Skeen , VVilliam Broun Elders 


Giving unto them full Power and Commiſſion to do alland 
every thing for preſcrvation of the Eſtabliſhed Doctrine z* 
Diſcipline , Worſhip and Governmentin this Kirk, againſt 


"all who ſhall endeavour to introduce any thing contrarie 


thereunto; And for pro'ecuting , advancing , perteCting. 


and bringing the works of uniformitic in Religion in all his 
Majeſties dominions to a happy concluſion conform to the 
former Commiſfions granted by preceding Afſemblies thes 
rcanente. A 
- Andtothat effe&t appoints them or any nineteen of them 
whereof 13. ſhall be Miniſters, ro meer 1n this Citie to mor= 
row the >. of this inſtant, and thereafter upon the ſecond 
Wedneſday of Novemb. February and Muy next, and up 

any other day, andin any other place they ſhall think fits 
Giving alſo untothem full power , to ſend Commiſſioners 


eo the Kingdom of Eng1and , for proſecuting rhe Trearie.of 
Unitormauue 


E. of Sutherland, Alex. E. of £glintoun, Tobn FE. of Caſſil, VVil. 


Þ theſe caſes The Aſſembly gives to the perſons before named 


"Interru>tthis Commiſſion or any . or ory Judicatorie, 
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Uniformitieas they ſhall find conveniencie, and to give 
\ {nſtruſtions and Commiſſions to that effe& conform to for- 
mer Commiſſiones granted thereanent: And Likewiſe in 
caſe d?linquents have no conſtantreſidence in any jone Pre(- 
byterie, or if Presbyteries be negligent or overawed , 1n- 


power of cenſuring, Compliers & perlons disaffeed to the 
Covenant, according to the Alts of the Aﬀſembly , Decla 
ring alwayes and providing , that Miniſters ſhall not be De= 
poſ-d , butin.one of che quarterlie meetings of this Com- 
miſſion 3 And further authorizes them as formerlie , with 
full power to make Supplications, Remonſtrances; De- 
clarations and Warnings, toIndict Faſtsand Thanksgivings 
asthere ſhal be cauſe, toproteſt againſt all encroachmenrs 
upon the Liberties of the Kirk, and ro Cenſure all ſuCh as 


or the execution of their Cenſures, or © 
ces or Acts Iſſuing from them; And wich : 
totreatand Determine 1n the Matters referred iteyet 
this Aſſemblie, as fullic and freelie as if the ſana 
fully expreſſed , and with as ample power as anie Glam 
fion of anie former Generall Aſſemblies hath had or 88s 
uſe of before : Declaring alſo that all oppoſers/ of thiwAtt.. 
thoritie of this Commiſſion 1n matters 1arruſted to thi ,? 
hall beholden as oppoſers of the Authoriric offrhe General ' 
Aſſemblie, and this Commiſſion in their whole Proceedings 
are Comprable to , and Cenſurable by the next Genezall 
Aſemblie. 


ny other ſenten- 
wertothem 


0 a 
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DireForte for Eleftton of Miniſters. 


Hen any Place of the Miniſtrie, in 4+Ggngregarion is 
VV vacint, iris Intumbent to' the. Paesbyteine with all 4 
diligence to ſend ons of their numbytue; Beach to thar 
Congregation who in his doctrine 1s Wrgpreſent to them 
ke neceſlitie of providing the place wth 
5 5 OW 
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2ndtqexhort them to fervent prayer and ſupplicationto rl Þ. 


Lord that he would ſend them a Paſtor according to his ow 
heart: As alſo he1s to fignifie that the Presbycerie our of 


their care of that Flock will ſend unto them Preachers, 
whom they may hear , and if they have a deſire ro hear any 
other, they will endeavour to procure them an hearing of 
that perſon or perſones upon the ſute of the Elders tro the 
Presbvterte. 

- 2. Within ſome competent time thereafter , the Pres- 
byrerie 1s again to ſend one or: more of their number to the 
{aid vacant Congregarion , one certain day appoynted bes 
fore for that effect, whoare to conveen and hear ſermon the 
foreſaid day , which being-ended, and intimation being 
made by the Miniſter , that they are to goe about rhe Eles 


&tion of a paſtor for that Congregation , the Seſſion of theÞ- 


Congregation ſhall m'er and proceed tothe Election, the 
action being moderared by him that Preached, And if the 
eople ſhall ypon the intimarion of che Perion agreed upon 

by the Seſſion acquieſce and conſent to the ſaid perſon 
Then the matter being reported to the Pzesbyterie 
Commiſſioners (nt from the {eflion , they are to proceeg 
rorhe rriall of the perſon thus Elefted, And finding him 
qualified , toadmir him to the Miniſtry in the (aid Congres 
gation. | & 4 

3. Butif it happen that the Major part of Cengregatia 
diflent from the perſon agreed upon by the Selion , Inthat 
caſe rhe matter ſhallyys brought unto the Presbyterie , who 
ſhall Judge of theſame; And if they doe not find their Di 
ſent ro be grounded on Cauſleſſe prejudices. they are to aps 
poynt a new Election in manner aboveſpecified, 

4. Bur if alefler party of the Seſſion or Congregation ſhe 
their diſſent from the Ele&ion withour exceptions relevant 
and verified to. the Presbyrterie , Notwithſtanding rher 
of rhe Presbyterie ſhall go on to the trials and ordination 0 
the perſon elefted ; Yet all poſſible diligence and renders 
neſle muſt be uſed to bring all parties ro an harmomonl 
agre2ment, | 


5. 
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-Y 5, Itistobeunderſtood that no perſon under the Cenſure 
Yofche Kirk becauſe of any ſcandalous offence is to be admit= 
Fred ro have hand in the eleftion of a Miniſter. 
6. Where the Congregation is disaffefted and Malig« 
* | nant, inthatcaſe the Presbyrerie is tg provide them with a 
| Miniſter. | 


| —_ — 


the , 6.cAuguſt, 1649. Antemeridiem , 
= Sel. Ulr. 
the 


A Brotherly Exhortation from the General 
lee Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland , to their 
ney Bretbren in England . 


the i = many and great obligations which lie upon us in re® 
'&. ference to our Brethren in Eng/and, who hold faſt their 
My integrity , and adhere to the Solemn League and Covenant , 
together with the defire which we have toreſtifie our Sym- 
parhie with them in their affliftions , and to preſerve ſo far 
a5 in us licth that fellowſhip and correſpondence that hath 
been entertained berwixt the Church of Scorland and England 
theſe years paſt, docall upon usand conſtrain us not to be 
fleatin this day of their trouble and diſtreſs. 
 AlbeittheLord ( who hath his fire in Zion , .and bis far- l 
 nace1n Jeruſalem) harh now for a long time paſt , afflicted 
theſe Kingdoms with many & ſharp rods,aad that his wrath 
_ ſe:msnot yerro be turned away , but his hand ſtretched out 
ſtill; yerinall this, it becomes us who live intheſe lands 
toſtop our mouthes , neither can any impute iniquity tothe 
" moſt High. 
" itisrather a wonder,that any mercy ſhould be continued, 
j and that Eng/and and Scotland are not cutjoff from being 
Nations, ſecing the back-ſlidingsand proyocations of both 6 
TJ has been ſo many and ſo grofſe , Although the Solemn Lea- | 
gueand Covenant was ſworne and ſubſcribed by both, yer 
have many.in bothdeſpiſed che Oath of GOD, as appears 
| Gg 4 by 
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and the raking away of the Kings life. 
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by the late unlawfull Engagement againſt the Kingdonv og $i 
England, contrived and carriedon by aprevailing party of 
Malignants in this Land, and by the proceedings of the 
Scclaties in England, in referenceto Religion and Govern« 
ament. - | 
We ſhall not infit upon what hath been the condition and 
Carriage of the Lords People in this Land in referenceto the 
late unlawfull Engagement: As wedefire to magnifie the Þ fi 
power and loyeing kindeneſle of the Lord, who enabled all | þ; 
the Judicatures of this-Church , and a conſiderable part of Þ [t 
the Parliamenr, and the body of the Land, to diſſent from, {| n; 
and bear Teſtimony againſt the ſame,which made the Houſe Þ| y 
of Commons in their Letter direfted to the laſt General hi 
ſy 

bi 

tl 

th 


Aſſembly or their Commiſſioners, to declare , that that 
Engagement could not be looked on as a National! breach, 
So we look upon it as a wonder of his Wiſdom and Mercy, 
that he hath dispoſed and directed the ſame for the furthers 
ance of his Wotk in our hand, and purging his Houle as 
mongſt us. All this cometh forth from 4o Lo of Hoſts, I be 
who 1s wonderfull in Counſel] and Excellent in Working, Þ of 
Neither wasit the leaſt part of the lords goodneſle tous, 
in that day of our ſtrait that we were led ip a plain path; 
and kept from complyance with Seftaries ona one hind, 
no leſs then with Malignants onthe other.” We have obs 
rained this mercy ro be ſteadfaſtto our old principles , 1g 
bearing freeand faithfull Teſtimonyagainſt their proceeds 
ivgs, both in reference to Toleration and Government, 


Andas the danger and judgement which threatens the 
Authorsand Abettorsof theſe things , doth afte&t our Spi- 
rits with horrour, and maketh usdelire that 1t may be given 
to them of God to repent : So we ſhould conceive our ſel> 
ves void of Chriſtian affeCtion and compaſlion toward thoſe 
in England, who ſuffer for the truth and Cauſe of God, if 
we were not very ſenſible of all rheir preſent troubles and: 
ealamities, Iris no ſmallgrieftous, that the Goſpeland 
Governmentof Jeſus Chriſt are ſo deſpiſed 1n that Land that: 
fairhtull Preachersare perſecured and cryed down » that 
Toleration is eſtabliſhed by pretext of Law, and —— 

| y 
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Military power, and thar rhe Covenant isaboliſhed and bu- 
ried in oblivion. All which proceedings, cannot bur be 
looked upon asdirefly contrary to the Oath of God lying 
upon us , -and therefore cannor eſchew his Wrath when he 
ſhali comein Judgement, #0 be 4 ſwift witneſſe agzinſt thoſe that 
ſwear falſly by bus Name. 

Theſe things are the more grievousto us, becauſe ( be- 
fide many other wofull evils brought forth by them ) they 
have 1nterrupted the building of the Lords Houſe 1n- Enge 
lend ; the foundation whereot was laid by Oath and Cove- 
nant with the moſt High God , and.followed for ſome years 
with many Declarations and Proteſtations of Faithfull ad- 
hering thereto , and with great expenſeof blood and Treas 
ſure: Which things were ro all the godly in theſe Nations a ' 
branch of hope, that the Lord would bring to perfeCtion 
the Work of Uniformity (ſo far advanced inall the parts 

thereof ) intheſe three Kingdoms, 

Bur the great obſtructions and (ad interruptions that have 
been made therein , by the ſtrange and unexpetted pradtiſes 

of many now in place and power in England, are to all the 


 welaff2Cted in both Kingdoms , and in all the Churches a= 


broad , the mater of their ſorrow and humiliazion. Andif 
there be any place left for admonition ; we Warn ſuch as 
have forgotten the Covenant, and deſpiſed the Oath of God, 
and rurned afide tolies and errour , to conſider whence they 
are fallen, and to repeut. Ptosperity and ſucceſs for a time 
are no warrantable evidences of ageod Caule, nor ſuffict- 
ent guards againſt the wrath of God ; Ir is no good uſe of 
the Lords mercy for ſuch men under pretext of Liberty. to 
make borh themſelves and others ſlavesto corruption , and 
to make all men both in'Church and State like the fiſhes of 
the Sea, or the creeping things thar have no ruler over them. 
Are theſe things according to the Word of God , and the 
pattern of the beſt Reformed Churches ? Or is that the en- 
deavour to bring the three Kingdoms to the neareſt unifore 
mity that miay be in Doctrine , Worſhip, Government, and 
Diſcpline ; Or is that the maintaining of the union betwixr 
the three, Kingdomes, when the {traireft bond thereof is ut- 
trly diflolyed and quite taken away » and the fundamenrall 
Gg5 _©Goveromenr 
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Government by King and Parliament wholly overturnedilh;. 


The juſt God who is of pure eyes beholds theſe things, andfÞ;ni 


yihl 


ſhall wich no lefſe fury and indignation break the horn ofa 


theſe men, then he hath broken the power , and brougt 


down the pride of Malignants before them , If repentanceF| | 


prevent nor, 
Amidlt theſe fors and griefes itis unto us matter of 


Joycing , thar there be many in England who mourn for all. j 
ehelſe abominations, and labonr to keep their garments pure Yr 


by retnſing ro Comply with that courſe of backſliding , and' 
by bearing teſtimony againſt the ſame. And we hope the 


expeQation of ſuch , ſhall nor be disappointed, but that the Yy 
Lord will open to them a doore for carrying on of Þ 


a work » and malyng the lying ſpirit ro paſſe out of that 
nd. | 
Andalbeit many think no otherwiſe of the Covenant and. 


work of Reformation , thenas a mean to further rheir own ihe 


ends; yet weare confident , thar none who holds fait theig: 
antegrity , have ſo learned Chriſt , burare carefull ro make 
Eonſcience of rhe oath of God lying on them 3 And we arg! 
ſure (whatever be the baſe thouzhrs and expreſſions of back« 
fliders from the Covenant) it wants not many to own it in/ 


thoſe Kingdomes, who ( being called thereto } would ſeals 


the ſame with their blood. 


Alchough there were none in the one Kingdome who did 


adhere to the Covenaut , yet thereby were not the other 
Kingdom nor any perſon in either of them abſolved from 
the bond thereof, finceinit we have not only ſwerne by the: 
Lord, but alſo covenanted with him. Ir is notthe failing: 
of one or more that can abſolve others from their duty or tye: 
to him 3 Beſides» the duties therein contained , being 1 
themtelyeslawfull, and the grounds of our tye thereunts/ 
moral, though othersdo forget their duty , yet doth not 
their defetion free us from that obligation which lyes upon: 
us by the Covenant in our places and ſtations. And the” 
Covenant being intended and entred into by theſe Kings 
oms», as one of rhe beſt}means of ſtedfaſtnefle , for guard= 
10g againſt declining times 3 It were ſtrange tro ſay that the: 
back-fliding of any ſhould abſolve- others fronithe rye he 
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pf, eſpecially feeingour engagement therein 1s not only 
Jtionall, bur alſo perſonall , every one with uplifred 
ofBhaods (wearing by himſelſe , as it is evident by the cennor af 
he Covenant. . 
* From theſe and other /important reaſons, it may appear 
Fthatal! theſe Kingdomes joyning together ro aboliſh that oarh 
bylaw , yet could they not diſpenſe therewith z Much lef= 
F$caoany one of them , orany part in either of them doe the 
Jame- Lhediſpenſing with oathes hath hicherro been ab- 
horred as Anrtichriſtian , and never praiſed and avowed 
Jbyany » but by that man of fin ; therefore thoſe who take 
Ste ſame upon them, as they joyn with him in his fin, ſo 
guſt rhey expect ro partake of his plagues. 
, As we ſhall ever (God willing ) be mindfull of our duty to 
the faithfull thar adhere ro the Covenantin E.ngland, having 
them al wayes in our hearts before the Lord , to we defirero 
derefreſhed with their finglefle and boldneſſe in the cauſe of 
bod , according to their places. This is the time of their 
mall, and the houre of tentation among themz bleſſed ſhall 
they be who ſhall be found following the Lamb , and ſhall 
pot be aſhamed of his reſtimony. We know in (uch dark hou- 
res, many are drawne away with the multitude, whom the 
Lord will again purge and make white z And we doubt nor 
pur many ſuch are in England, whom the bold clear preach» 
ing of Chriſt may reclaim ; ſuch therefore heth upon the 
Wath=menall this time, thar their Trumpet may give a cer- 
tain and diſtinct ſound, warning and exhurrting every one, as 
thoſe that muſt give account; And blefled ſhall thoſe ſervants 
be,who ſhall be found Faithfull in their Lords houſe , diſtri- 
buting ro his hous hold what is meet for this ſeaſon, and can 
laythey are free of the blood of all men, having ſhewen them 
the whole Counſell of God, being in nothing rerrified of 
the threats of their adverſaries; And bleſſed &happy ſhall that 
_ be, that walk in the light holden forth by them, and 
eupon the Lord in this dark time, harkning to the voyce 
ofhis ſervants, & walking in rhe light of his word & not in» 
the ſparks of their owne kindlings, which will end in ſorrow 
How inexcufable will Exylend be ,, baving ſo foulie revoleed 
J&uanſt ſo many faire teſtimionies, which theLordChriſt = 
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earred as Proteſtations to preſerve his right, in theſe end 
of the earth long fince given unto him for his poſſeſſion, an 
of hte confirmed by Solemne Covenant. ' Chriſts righry 
theſeKingdomes 1s ſurer then that he ſhould be plealed owl 
of it by pretended liberty of Conſcience, and his begun poſf}'; 
ſeffion is more pretious to him , then- to be farisfied with 
diſhbonourable toleration. Allthat yet we have ſeen , dot 
not weaken our confidence of theLordsglorifying the hou 
of his glory1a theſe lands, and of his ſonnes taking um 
him his great power , and reigning in the beauty and pc 
of his Ordinancesin this Iſland. His name is wonderfu 
and ſoalſ9 are his workes, we ought nor therefore to ſquinh®; 
them according wruwlſan to our line, but leave them tl; 
him, who hath the government laid upon his ſhoulder, 
whoſe wayes are judgement, & whoſe ruling theſeKingdongiz' 
hid never yetreaſon to decline.It is good for us to be ftedfalfe: 
in our duty, and therein quietly to wait and hope for the i 
vation of God!'! The word of promiſe is ſure , ( and hathaf 
appointed time ) that he that will come ſhall come and wil 
nottarry. There is none hath cauſe ro diſtruſt the Lord 
word rohis p2opl?; Ir hath ofcen to our experience beey 
tryed in the fire , and hath eyer come forth with a more gle 
nous luſtre. Let not therefore theſe that ſuffer 1n Emnglalt 
caſt away their confidence, they are not the firſt who ha 
needed patience afcer thatthey had done the Lords will. B 
ler them ſtrengrhen the weak hands, and confirm the feebſ 
knees , and ſay to rhe feariull in hearr, bz ſtrong , fear no 
behold your God will come with vengeance , even 
wirh a recompence, he will comeand ſave you. Now tt 
zult ſha!l liv2 by faith, whereas theſe thar drawwew back, a 
become lukewarm in the Lords work , his ſoul ſhall abs 
horrethem, and he ſhill ſpue them our of his mouth, Bu 
we perſwade our ſelyes of better rhings of theſe our brethre 
in Explanl, and _ that the God of Peace who brought 
again from the deadbur Lord Jeſus , rhat great Shephear 
of the ſh:ep, through the blood of the everlaſting Cove 
nant, may make them perfect in every good work to doe 
bis will , working in them that which is well pleaſing in his 
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he through Jeſus Chriſt , to whom, be Glory for ever 


EM EN 

+ Sao 
po AG? for a Collettion for entertaining High- 
A | land Boyes at Schooles. 


HE Generall Aſembly Conſidering that thecontri- ' 
ml 3 bution of fourty ſhillings for entertaining of Highland 
fr g09yes atSchools , inreſpect of the penury and greatind 
ut Ec of thoſe parts hath not taken the intended effe&, Thes 
ore 1n reſpet of the neceſſity and profirablenefle of fo 
\ guns 2 work The Afembly in lieu of the faid fourty ſhil- 
ores Do Appoint and Ordain thar there bean extraordinary 
168 flletion ar the Kirk doors for that uſe one Sabbathiithe 
(a*ar: Andto that effeft, thata certain Sabbath yearly be 
h I gpointed and deſigned whereupon thar, colleCtion' ſhall be 
gathered, intimation being made by rhe Miniſter the Sabbath 
Fre to prepare for ſuch a colleion;/and che neceſlity and 
plefulneſſe thereof being laid ous to the people for that end. 
la{Andifthe colleCtion in any little private Congregation ſhall 
he leflerhen fourty ſhillings, The Sefſion ſhall make up whar 
aIyavnes of fourty ſhillings; And whererhe collections moreg 
alitls hereby ſpecially inhibired and diſcharged that any part 
blthercof be retaiged or interverted toany other uſe whatſom- 
Fever; and theſe Collections sþall be fenrto the perſons for- 
{ merly appoipred toreceive the fourty-shillings , that they 
may ce the right diſtribution and employment thereafs Re- 
commending wee Presbyrertes to ſee rhis puncually. per- 7 += 
BE formed. And actompt thereof $hall be craved at Synods | 
Sand Generall Aſſemblies. Iris alwayes to be remembred 
all thatthe Congregations exeemed fromthe fourty shillings 


Yue alſo exceme from this ColleCtion, 
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Commiſſion for a corference of Miniſter # 
Lawyers and Phyſitians, Concerning the tryal 
ana punishment of Witch-craſt , Charm- } 
ng and Gonſalting. 


THe Generall Aſſembly Taking to their ſerious conſide 

* tion the growth of the fins of Witchcraft. Charming 
Conſulting, notwithſtanding the frequent Recommen{; 
tions for reſtraining thereof; And remembring rhiat the Gall 
nerall Aſſembly 1647. did propoſe a good way for the tral 
and punishment of theſe ſinnes, by appointing conferen 

wich ſome Miniſters, Lawyers and Phyſicians in thatt 

cer which hath never yer raken cftet; Therefore the; 
{embly doth appoint Maſters ; Robert Dowglas , Robert Bli 
Mungo Law , Famets Hammilton, Fobn Smith , Robert Trail 
George Leſlie, Fobn Hamilton, Tohn Duncan, Samuel Ruthin 
foords Fames Wood, John Leviſton , lames Guthrie, A 
dro Cant , David Calderwood , Iohn Moncreiff, Frederick Cav 
michael , lanes Durbame , Patrich, Gilleſpie , Robert Ker, 
phraim Melvil,sMinifters, To conſider ſeriouſly of thar mayÞie. 
ter , and to conſult and adviſe therein amongſt thew' 
ſelves, As alſo with Sir Archibald Tohnflon of Warifh 
Clerk Regiſter, Mr Thomas Nicolſon his Majeſtles Ax 
cate, Mr Alexander Peirſon , one of the ordigary, Lai 

of Seflion.,, Sir Lewes Stewart , Mr Alexander Colvil , 

Mr 1ames RobertſonTuſtice Deputes , Maſters Rodgey Mat 
Zohn:Gilmoir , and Jobn Nisbet , Laweers; and;with I- 
tors Sibbald , Gunninghame, and Purves , Phyſitians ſew 
Tally or together as occafion ſhall offer ; Athd the Afﬀembiiet 
earneſtly requeſts 8 confidently expects from their leariayy 
and Tudicious Lawyres and Phyfitians beforenamed's tha” 
beſt endeavours and concurrence with their brethren of Ul 
Miniſtrie for adviſe and counſell herein , and for conferens 
inthe ſaid matter 3 And Ordaine the ſaid brethren ro mall 
report of thereſult of rheir conſultations and conferenae 
from time to rime asthey make any conſiderable progreſſe ſp, 
the Commiſſion for publick affaires, And rhe;ſaid Commey., 


{ion ſhall mike report rahe next Genegall Afſembly. 
PT Recommend 
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 WMecommendation for maintenance for S chool-. 
maſters and Precenters, 


HE Genera!l Aſſembly do hambly Recommend to the 
Parliament or Committee for plantation of Churches, 
at whatever either in Paroches of Barghs or Landwarr, 
yas formerly given to the mainrenance of theſe who were res 
ers precentors in Congregations , and teachers of Schoo= 
ks before the eſtabliſhing of theDireCctory for publick Wore 
SI&ip,may nor be in whole or in partalienat or taken away, but - 
jeve 'for the maintenance of ſufficient jfchoolmaſters Tale red. 
xd r— who are to beapproven iby the Presbyterie'; 
And Presbyteries are hereby required ro {ce that none of that 
pintepance given to the foreſa1d uſes or inaſe to-be payed 
ſtereunto before the eſtabliſhing of the Diretary of Wore 


>, be drawn away from the Church 


—_— 
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mitted Burſars.  - 1: 


THE Afembly doe hereby Ordaine That none be ſent ts 

4. Univerſities from Presbyteries , nor.-be  admitred: as 
uſers of divinitic , but pious youths , and ſach as are 

nown to be of Good Pacer nor and approven abilities, 
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Reference to the Commiſſion for publick affat- 
Fo» for re-examining the Parapbraſe, of the Pſalmes 


Fall 14 the emittngthe ſame for publicke uſe. 


- 
. 


Act concerning Perſons tobe ad-- 


. 
" 


be 4 'He. General Aſſembly having taken ſome view of the .- 
+ new Paraphraſe of the Pſalmesin meeter with the £or= 
fections and animadverfions thereupon ſent from ſeveral 
we | ſons, and Presbyteries,, and finding thar they cannot 0» 
FFuiake the review and examination of the whole wow 
d emvly 5 


a30 The General 
Aſſembly; Therefore now after ſo much time and ſo grad 
painesabout-the correCting , and examining thereof tron 
time to time ſame yeares bygone, thar the worke may come 
now to ſome concluſion They do ordain the Brethren a 
pointed for peruſing the ſame during the meeting of this 
ſembly , _ hymen James Hammuilton , Iobn Smith , 
Mackail, Robert Traill, George Hutcheſon , and Robert Lawrg, 
afrer the diflolving of this Aſſembly to goe on in that work 
carefully , And to report their travels to the Commiſſionef 
the Generall Aﬀſembly for publick affaires at ther meeting 
Edinburgh in November ; And the ſaid Commiſſion afterpt 
ruſall and re-examinaticn thereof ,' is hereby authoring! 
with full powerto conclude and eſtablifh the Paraphiaſe, 
and-to publiſh and emit the ſame for publick uſe. ”* 
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Letterto theKings Majeſtic, 


E 


" eMoſt gracious Soverargne , 
WE E yout Majelties moſt humble and Loyall Subje& 
the Commiſhoners frem*all the Presbyterics in this 
your Majeſties ancient Kingdome , and members. of this 
preſent Narionall Aﬀembly , Having expetted to findeit 
. our meeting , gracious and Satisſactory returne to thai 
humble repreſentations made to your Majeſtie ar rhe B# 
gue, by. the Commisſioners of this Kirk , canngt but & 
preſſe. our great ſorrow and griefe > that your Majelk 
"Foodnes has been ſo far abuſed , As that not only the juk 
and-neceſſary. defirespreſenred by them to your Majeſtg 
which ſo much concerne the glory of God , your owl 
bonoury and happineſſe , the peace and ſafery of yonr-Kini 
domes » ate utterly: fruſtrated , as wee-perccive by the pt 
per delivered in anſwer to them 3 bur alſo this Agr 
bly hath nor received ſo -much as'any fignification by&# 
ter. of your Majeſties minde: Which princely condeſceniiy 
had not wont to-be wantiug in your Royall Father , tof0t 
wer Generall Aſſemblyes, evep in times of greateſt diſtane 
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re Our witneſſe isin heaven , and record on high | that wee 
Fare not conſcious to our Selves.of any undurifoll thought or 
J diſloyall affeftion, thar might have procured this at your - 

Majeſties hands 3 And that, as wee doe from our hearts 
4 2zbominare and deteſt. char horrid fact of the SeCtaryes againſt 

'thelife of your Royall Father ovr late Soveraigne, So ir is 

theunfained and earneſt defir&of our ſoules, thatthe An« 

Ky cient Monarchicall government of the'e Kingdoms, may 
J be eſtabliſhed and flouriſh in your Majelties perſon all the 
dayes of your life, and becontinued in your royall Family 
which by divine providence hath without interruption 
nigned over usand our prececeflors for ſo many Genera- 
tions fince rhe time that we were a Kingdom, 'And that 

JF there is nothing under the glory of God, and cauſe of our, , 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for which wee doe more heartily foli@rt” 

t the throne of grace, Or would more readily expoſe 

"2 unto hazard all thatis dearero usin the world, then for 
"| this And now though this very great diſcouragement 

might incline us to hold our peace at this time, Yet the 
tendernefſe and uprightneſſe of our afteftion and Loye ro 
your Majeſti-s happineſte. ( which many waters cannot 
quench) rogether with the Conſcience of our duty which 
bur Lord and Maſter has laid upon us, in this our place 

J and ſtation, conſtraineth us, yea, and your Majeſties owne 
\&& goodnefſe and gracious difpofition', whereof the lare Com= 
wh mſlioners have given us ſo Largea teſtimony » Noth mach 
#8 encourage us ro renew ouraddrefles to your Majeſtic in 
wall this bumble faithfull repreſentation , -both of the great and 
68 growing dangers toyour Royall perſon and Throne, ard 

of theſe duties , which the Lord of Lords and King 

of Kings, call for fromyou , as you would look ro finde 
all your in his eyes, and tobe delivered out of your deepe 
direſles. | 

; Our hearts archlled with fears and troubles, in your 
48 Majeſtics behalf, when we look upon the ſad calamities 

<8 which have been already produced by ſuch wayes and conr- 
ies, 25 we perceive your Majeſtie is entred, and in danger 


$Fo be further led away into, by the prevalency of evill Coun- 
H h cel 
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cell upon your tender age : Particalarly , Your refuſing @ 
give ſatisfaction to the juſt and neceſlary defires of the peg- 
le of God, for advancing the work of Reformation'c 
Religion , and eſtabliſhing and ſecuring the ſame inyoux 
Majeſties Domintons , which isnothing elſe , bur to 
pofe the Kingdome of the Sonne of God , by whom Kingg. 
doe raigne, and torefuſe that he ſhould raigne over you k. 
your Kingdomes in —_— Ordinances of Church governs 
ment and Worſhip ; Yourcleaving unto theſe men as your 
eruſtieſt Counſellors, who, as they never had theglory of 
God, nor good of his people before their eyes, ſo now inall 
their wayesandCounſels,are ſeeking nothing but their owne 
intereſts , to the hazard of the utter ſubverſion of your 
Throne , the ruine of your Royall Family ; and the deſq« 
| dation of your Kingdomes 3 Your owning the praftiſ 
and intertaining the Perſon of that flagicious man , and maſ 
Juſtly excommunicate Rebell , Tames Grabam , who has exsÞ- 
erciſed ſuch horrid cruelty upon your beſt SubjeCts in this 
Kingdoms which cannot bur bring upon your Throne, the 
guiltinefſe of all- the innocent blood ſhed by him and iy 
Complices; and above all, that, which we cannor think 
upon without trembling of heart and horrour of (pirity 
Your ſetling of late ſucha Peace with the Iriſh Papiſts the: X 
Murderers of fo many thouſands of your Proteſtant Subs 
Jets , whereby not only they are owned as your good Loyellf\ 
all Subjects , but alſo there is granted unto chem (cons 
trary tothe Standing Lawes of your Royal! Progenitors,coms 
ps Or the commandment of the moſt high God, and 
the high contempr and diſhonor of his Majeftie > and eve; 
dent danyer of the Proteſtant Religion) a full |berty of theas 
 abominadle IdolJatry ; which cannot be otherwiſe judgeGY 
Þut a givingof your Royal power and ſtrength unro thelÞ;... 
beaſt, and an acceſſion to all thar blood of vour good Subs 
jects, wherewith thoſe Sonnes of Babell have made thi 
Land to ſwim. © | 
We do'inall humility beſeech your Majeſtie to conſider WF? 
ay ro heart what the mouth of theLord of Hoſts hath (poke 
ofall the accowpts of People, Nations, Kings,and Ruler: 


Oo 
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| painſt cheRingdom of hisSan,thar they imagine a vaine thing 
«and that hethar fitceth in heaven will haye them indiriſffon 
and vex them an his ſore diſpeaſure, Confider, how he hath 


blaſted and turned _— downe theſe yeares by paſt, all the 


oe | EEvIces and plots of thoſe menthat now beare the Swey in 


4 your Majeſties Counſels:Confider,how the anger ofGod has 
ae | Deen Kindled,even againſt his deareſt Saints, when they have 
| joyned themſelves toſuch men as he hateth and has curſed: 
Conſider , how ſeyerely hee hath threarned and puniſhed 
al Juch Kings as have affociate with Idolaters » and leaned unto 
ne | cir helps: Surely , grearis thewrath of God, whereof you 
ge in danger ; Andyet the Lord inthe riches of his good- 


al nefle, forbearance and long ſuffering, is waiting to be graci- 
ous to yonr Majeftic ; To day if ye will hear bis voice , kar-« 
a den nor your heart , but humble yonr ſelfunder the mighry 
nd hand of God , lamenting after himas , for the iniquities of 
his þ 10 Fathers houſe , eſpecially the open againlt the re- 
+ formation of Religion and Cauſe of God , the permitting 
by and practiſing Antichriſtian Idolatry in the Royall Family 
n&{fclf, and the ſhedding of ſo much blood of the people of 
4 00d , ſoalſo, for your owneentering to walke in the like 
MF courſes in the beginning of your raign, Itis hightime to 
+1! downe before the Throne of grace, ſeeking to get your 
peace made with God through Jeſus Chriſt whoſe blood 1s 
"Fable to waſh away all your fins To walk no longer inthe 
3F Councel of the ungodly , nor cleave to ſuch as ſeeke their 
{yown things and not the thingsof Jeſus Chriſt , nor the wel-. 
SF kre of your Subjetts and Government, but to ſer your eyes 
pon the faithfull in your dominions , that ſuchjmay dwell 
4 vith you,& be the men of yourCouncells, To ſerve theLord 
iv feave , and kifſe the Sonne of God, by'a fincere and cor» 
Sfiall contributing your Royall allowance and authority, for 
etabliſhing inall your dominions the reformation of Relt» 
gon, inDoctrine, Worſhip, and Goyernment as it 15 now as 
agreed upon according to Sm evident warrant of the 2 
Ivo:d of God, by the Aſſembly Divines at Weſtminſter, and 
{be Generall Aſſemblies of this Churchz Andalſo, laying 
| Jalde that ſervice book , which isſo ſtuffed with Romiſh 
ZIporcuptions » And conforming ou. owns practiſe and the 
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434 The General ; 
worſhip” of God in your Royall Family , to that GoſpelſF 
ſimplicity and purity which is holden forth from the war 
of God , in the Directory of worſhip, and not only to grantF' 
your Royall approbation to the Covenant of theſe threeF} 
Kingdomes ( withcut which , yonr "_— can never haye 
from you ſufficient ſecurity , either for Religion , or the 
juſt liberties ) buralſo your ſelfe to joyne with your people 
therein as the greateſt ſecurity under Heaven for your perſag}} 
andjuſt greatneſs, andto cauſeall of them ſtand to irby(} 
your Royall Command, according to the practiſe of tha* 
oracious King ]efiah, ro whom , wee wiſh your Majeſtie}* 
in theſe yqur younger yeares, and this beginning, of your | 
raigne , to look as to an enſample and Kingly portract ap 
proven of God. Thele things if your Majeſtie do 3 As wee | 
are well aſſured , that the hearts of all your good Subjedtsin* 
theſe Kingdomes will beenlarged with all cheerfulneſſew}* 
imbrace your perſon , and ſubmit unto your Royall Govers 
ment» ſo weedarre promiſe in the Name of our Lord , tha 
you ſhall finde favour with God, peace and joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory to your Soule , and deliverance out of yourf- 
{ad afflictions and deep diſtrefles in due time : Bur if yox 
Majeſtie ſhall go on in refuſing to hearken to wholeſomi 
Councels ; We muſt for the diſcharge of our Conſcience 
rell your Majzſtie in the humility and griefe of our hearry}{ 
that the Lords anger is not turned awav , but his handy® 
ſtrerched out ſtill againſt you and your Family, But we hopeſ+ 
and ſhall with all earneſtnefleand conſtancy pray for berrerÞx 
things from and ro your Majeſtic : And whatſoever mils t 
1 
I 


4 


conſtruftion the malice of thoſe thar deſire not arighth 
underſtauding and, cordiall conjunction berween your | 
jeſtie and this Kirk 2nd Kingdome ) may be put upon' ourſ 
declaration ; Yet wee have the Lord to be eur witnefſel} 
that our purpoſe and intention therein is no other , but tt 
warne and keepe the people of God committed ro our care 
that they runne not to any courſe which would bring upotl 
themſelves rhe guilt of higheſt perjury and breach of Co- 
yenant with God, and could notbut prove moſt dangerous 
to your Majeſtie and your Government , and involve you 
| She 


; Aſſembly , 1649. 485 
ſoar} ſhedding the blood of thoſe who are moſt deſirous to pre» 
word erve your Majeſties Perſon , and ult right in all your do« 

FI minions. And now wee doe with all earneſtnes beſeech 
href your Majeſtie , that you will follow the courſesof rruth and 
haybpeace 3 And that when there is a doore opened for your 
they | Majeſtie roenter ro your _—_— Government over us:, in 
oped Pac » with the. favour of God , and cordiall Love and 

JF imbracings of all your good Subzefts, You willnor ſuffer. 
your [elfe ro be ſo farre abuſed and miſled by the Councels 

+ Jofmen , who delightin war, as to take away of-violence 
\eſtie and blood , which cannor bur provoke the moſt high againſt 
m__ Majeſtie , and alienart from you the hearts of your 
; ap deſt Subjects » who defire nothing more, than thar yous 
weed lajettie may havea long and happy raign over them , And 
is ig at hey may live under you , a peaceable and quiet hife , 1n 


Tety al Godlinefſe and honeſty. 


rernll Edinburgh 6 Aus Your Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjefts and 
all guſt, 1649, humble ſervants the Miniſters and 
Elders conveened m this Nationall 


A ſſembHof the Kirk of Scotland, 


Ae Generall Aflembly nothaving now time to conſt- 
"| derthe Reference of preceeding Aﬀemblies, and the 
Y is moſt part of Presbyteries nor having ſent their opint= 

{F ons 19 wric ; Theforedo yet againe recommend to Presby= 
wel eeries and Provinciall Afſemblies. to conſider all matters 
rex xeferred by this or by any former Asſemblies » Androſend 
i6f their opintons thereinin writ ro the next GenerallAsſembly. 


vo THe meeting of the next Generall Asſembly is hereby ap” 
|. pointed to be art Edinburgh , the ſecond wedneſday of 
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ww againſt looſing of ſhips and barks upon the Loy: 
ay. ", 
Act anent children ſent without the Kingdome  Þ- 1 | bi 
Overtures preſented to the Aſſembly ig f 
Parti of the Commiſſion for the publick affairs of te” 
II 
Renovation of the Commiſſion for proſecuting the fig ; 
for uniformitie in England. - 7 
The Afembly anſwer ro the King. 4 319i 
The Atemblies. Letter ro theParliament ofEngland. p. 2 4 R 
The Afemblies Letter to the Lord Major, and Ade ne} 
and Common Councell of London. p: 32893 
The Asſemblies Letter to che Asſembly at Weſtmin 
ſer, P- 35 1 D 
Sromeendacion to Presbyteries ; and Provincial pr 16 
ies, 
Act for a publick faſt before the next A:ſembly. 4 FE; r 
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Act concerning the Hundred and eleven prop ofit 


ons. Þ. 26 
Defires,- andovertures preſented from Presbyreries , y. 
Synods, with the Asſemblies anſwer therunto, p-36 
Letter from the Synod of divines in Englandto the Asſen 

bly an 1648, p- 36 
AR concerning Commiſſions ſrom Burghs, P- 37] 

Act concerning the examining of the proceedings of tl 
Commiſiioners of the Asſembly, dic 
Approbation of the proceedings of the Commiſſioners of theſ}- 

preceeding Asſembly. bh. | id, | 
Approbstion of thelarger Catechiſme, 

Actagainſt ſudden admitting depoſed Miniſters to parcu| 
' Congregations, P- 37 
The Asſembliesanſwer tothe paper ſent from the _ 1 

tie of Eſtares Iuly 24. Ly | 
Actand{declaration againſt the At of Parliament,and Co om 

mittee of Eſtates ordained to be ſubſcribed the- 10, and 

12 of June, andall new Oaths,or Bonds in the Comm 

ne Cauſe impoſed without conſent of the Church, p.398 « 
Approbation of the ſhorter Catechiſm. P+ 374 J 
Act _—— alitleCarechiſme printed atEdinburg-p,zvy , 
[Declaration of the Generall Aſſembly concerning the preſe 

dangers of Religion , and eſpecially the unlawful en 

gementin War againſt the Kingdome of England, togeth 

-with many neceflary exhortations , and directions on 

the members of the Kirk of Scotland. 
The General Afemblies anſwer to the paper preſented fri fro 

the Honourable Committee of Eitates of the date 

23.1648, 

Declaration and Exhortation ofthe Generall ache 
the Church of Scotland . to their Brethren wy 00d f 
land. ay 
Anſwer to the Letter of the Reverend Aſſembly of Divios | 

m England. P- 411 L nm 
The humwle Supplication of the Generall Afembly to th 

Right Honourable the Committee of Eſtares, p-4% 

A for c:nſuring Miniſters for their filence , and not ſpe# 

king againſt the Corruptions of the time, - p« 415 
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gerrures eoneerning the education of highland and Boyes 
Win the province of Argyle. | p. 418 


anation of the fifth Article of the overtures concern- 

IS ing _ paſt in rhe Aſſembly 1643. ' P- 419 
=2 diſcharging depoſed , or ſuſpended Miniſters from any 
xcrciſe of the Miniſtry , or medling with the ſtipend.ib, 
5/eclaration of the falſhood and forgerie, ofa lying ſcanda= 
WF lous Pamphler put forth under che name of their Rever- 
end brother Mr. Alexander Henderſon , after his 


| 4 I& for taking the Covenant at the firſt receiving of the Sa« 
374F crament of the Lords Supper and for the taking of italſs 
ular by all ſtudents at their fir entry to the Colledge. pi 422 
57M] concerning Presbyteries maintaining of Burlars- ibid. 

Wict for disjoyning of the Presbyreries of Zetland from the 
neg. Provincial Synod of Orknay , and Cathnes. P+ 423 
WPyertures for the Remedies of the grievous , and come 


death. P+ 420 


wa munc fins of the Land in this preſent time. + 424 
ct for examiging the paraphrale of the Pſalms , and other 
37%} Scripturall ſongs. Pp. 428 
379Dvrertures concerning Papiſts their Children, and excom= 
3%%F municar perſons. P+ 429 
"ict for protecuting the Treate for Uniformity in Religion 
Sy in the Kingdome of England. " p-432 
ct renewing the Commiſſion for the publick affairs of the 

= Kirk. ibid. 


SFxcmption of Murray , Rofſe, Cathnes, from the contri- 
=] bution granted to the boyes of Argyle with a Recom= 
oy mendation to Prebyreries tro make up what is taken of 


them of that exemption. p. 435 

' FAQ concerning ColleCtion for the poor. +. _— 
WRecommendation for ſecuring proviſions to Miniſters 1n 
24 Burghs. Ibid. 
eipplication of the Ger. Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotlang, 
4129 net at EdinburghAnz.12. unto the KingsMajeſtic, p.4z7 
ct diſcharging duels. Pr 440 
+"2PQ@ concerning depoſed Miniſters. p-441 


probation of the proceedings of the Commiſſioners of 


7 he Generall Aſſembly, P- 443 
r Ii Approbation 
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Approbation of the Commiſſioners ſent to his Maj, p:4 

ARdiſcharging promiſcuous dancing, 

Act concerning the receiving of the engagers in the laem 
lawfull war againſt England , to publick ſarisfation 
rogether with the Declaration, and acknowledge 
to be {nbſ{cribed by them, i 

The Declaration and acknowledgement of the Eng: 

ers. 

Addrefle tothe Parliament. oF 

A Seafonable and neceflary warning and Declaration 
cerning preſent, and imminent dangers, and conce 
ing dunesrelating thereto, from rhe Generall Asſen h 

. of this Kirk toall the members thereof. Pp. Kats 

Aeoncerning Carechilſing. p.464/ 

Commiſſion for publick aftairs. P.4i 

Directorie for eleCtion of Minifters. p. 

Brotherly Exhorcarion from the General! Asſembly tot 
Brethren in England. 

Commiſſion for a conference of Miniſters Lawayes,: 
Phyſirants concerning the tryall & puniſhment of J 
chraft, charming , and conſulting. 


' Recommendation tor mainrainance for School - maſs 


* andprecenters, Pp. 4 

Act concerning perſons to be admitted Buifars. 

Referrence to the Commisſion for publick affairs for r re 
mining the Paraphraſe of the Pſalms, and emirrin 
{ame for Publick uſe. 

Letter to the King. 
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to be ſnbſ{cribed by them, ib 
The Declaration and acknowledgement of the Engalf 
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A Seafonable and necefſary warning and Declaration con 
cerning preſent, and imminent dangers, and concen 
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of this Kirk toall the members thereof. 
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Brethren in England. P. 
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Act concerning perſons to be admitted Buifars, 
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Letter to the King. p: g 


F-19011-S 


4 


LE 
4 


- «hh IS? 


THE 


PRINCIPAL, 


-norEen 
\' 


i | gr THE © 
py 1 ' CHURCH KICOr As. 


Fe the ey oi 
c ay CT 


= 
" 


FI : 


2 | | 

hevfile Ge aewblys FR oh 
pomens to John'LardC | 

4 therein, "NT 


\APLd; eta dvr, 1690. Paſt E- 
\ [3 " His days being a day, of Solewn | 
Ze 2 .Jing and, Humiliations., the G 
Afembly of the. Miniſters andy © 

ders of this Church; did after 6g ©" 
mons ( in the Forenoon by Ms. - 

» Gabriel C uning ham Moderator of 'Hhe 


nes) Meeting, and 1n Ke Afternoon by Mg - 
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- a Tho Atls of the | 
atrick Sympſon Moderator of the preceeding Generg 
Meeting ) Conveen in the Aﬀſembly-Houle at Ediy. 
burgh, according tothe Indiftion of an Act of the cur. 
rent Parliament s dated the 7 day of Zune laſt; and Di. 
rections given by the late General Meeting of the Mis 
niſters and Elders of this'Church : And after Prayes, 
there was produced to them, by.an Noble Lord fobyIf 
Lord#Carmichae/, Their Majeſties Commiſſion, for #4 
his being 'Their Majefties High Commiſſioner and #4 
Repreſentative-to this, General Aſſembly, Dateda }"* 
Ketſmngtowi, thee 10 day of Offober 1690.- Which wa I 
with all due Reſpect publickly read :' And Mr. Gabrat f® 
Cuningham, Moderator for the time, did in the Afleny $!! 
blies Name, Repreſent to his Grace, how Greata f* 
Mercy it was, tothis Church and Kingdom, that Their [® 
Majeſties had Countenanced thrs Aﬀſ embly,with Their ['* 
Authority, and-Honoured it' Witha Reprefentative of J* 
heir Royal Perſons : And the Afſemblies great Satin” 
faction, with Their Majeſties choice ofa perſonſo well © 
+ Qualified, and fo Acceptable to this Aff cwbly, 'toRe be 
preſent Their Majefties thereip.,T'o whom His Grace Ge 
was pleaſed to give this return, That it wi bis firm 1 
Reſolution, 10 the :Capacity, wherein Their 44ajeh kt 
ties had now puthim, to. lay out himſelffor their Me |" 
jeſties Service, andthe good of the Church. 'The Ak JE 
| embly appointed the ſaid Commiſſion to beRecorded [PF 
in Their Books, eAd futwram ret Hemerim ; The Te |" 
 _ nour whereof follows. | "6s + F : 
| \ © Þ nes 
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WA ULIELMUVS & MARIA, Dei Gratza, Magn 
«i, Britanne , Francia & Hiberma, Rex & Regua, 
oby Fideique Detenſores , Omnibus probis Homigibus, ad 
fog $quos preſentes Lirerz Noſtre pervenerint ,' Sajucem. 
ind Quandoquidem per atum , in ſecunda Seſſione Cur-. 
Tm rentis hujus noſtr1 Parliament, Expeditum, De ſtabi- 
2a $lieado EccleſtzRegimine,in antiquior; hocnoſtro Sco- 
iz Regno; Pnmum Fcclefizillius GeneraJemCon- 
wy rentum, Edzpbargs, Tertio we toms 7 Ofobri In 
ita | fantis, teneri Ordinavimus : Nosautem ( Rebus mag- 
cit} Momenti alio vocantibys ) In difto Conventu in- 
terefle nequimus: Abunge vero Cupidi, ut Idem Ge- 
of $neralis Conventus, ad Religionem veram Retormatam« 
gd} melius frmandam, Pictatem & Sanctizarem Propagan- 
«16m, Pacem iraque & Unitatem, in diQt$ Eccleſia, & 
te { oc noftro antiquiore Regno acquirendam ; merhodo 
ce {bits & Regulary, Obſervetur: Cumque Teſtiwoni-, 
$ perptarions & probatis, nobis abunde fatisfactum 
kt 5 de Przclaris animi dotibus, & fideeximia, fideliſ- 
bmi & dileftiſhim noſtri Confiliariy, ſoanxn: Domini 
Carmecbael, quibus ad ſummez fiducixg Munus infraex-- 
prefſlum, debite & exaCte obeundum & excercendum, 
'& | ulque quaque eſt mo Sip ; Noveritis igitur nos No - 
; | minaſſe & Conſtituilſe,ficuti per haſce noftras Patentes 
Literas, Nomiftamus & Conftituimus Eundem Joan- 
mew Dominum Carmichael, Supremum noſtrum Cor- 
miſſionarium , quoad effe&um intraexpreſſum : Da- 
mus parzter & concedimus4lli , facram Noſtram Pec- 
mm - KY {onam 
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+ 
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ib 


'Y The AR of the : e .3-Mf 
fonam & Avuthoritatem Regiam Repreſcntandi, ac prg | 6 
nobis przeſentiam faciendt, locumque noſtrum in Ok RO 
ſequenti Generali Conventuz, Tanquam Commiſſic. 
narionoſtro, in hunc eftectum; ſpecialiter Conſt 
tenendi : Omniaque alia ad Imperium & Munus Co 
miſſionarii, pro Generali Eccleſiz conventu peragens 
di , tam plene , adeoque libere, in quovis ReſpeRy, 

uam Quiliber alus cjuſdem Muneris & CharaQterig, 
fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore retroatto facere potuye, Se 
rat, atque adeo ſicuti Noſmet phi perſonaliter przſen, 16 
tes Poſſemus Plenifimam & ampliſiimam . Noſtram | 
Potcſtaterp & Commiſhonem. Quzquidem ominu-&}- 
ſingula, adifto Joanne: Domino Carmichael, In hae}: 
noltra Commiſſione prolequenda, legitime facienda, F 
Nos firmiter «pprobamus, Rata habemus, & habityrj H 
ſumus. Omnibus & fingulis inſuper antedicti Convens | F 
"tis, & Eccleſiz Paſtoribus & Presbyteris, ac Czterj 

; omanys 1.5 hujus Noſtri Regni Subditis, cujl 
cunque ofdinis ſeu conditionis, ut eundem Foennei 
Pominum Carmichael, tanquam Supremum Noſtrum 
Commiſſionarium , gn000 eftetura & modum ſupn 
micntionatum , agnoſcant , Colant, & dicto ipftus ath } 
dieftes le przbeant, ſtricte Mandamus & Imperamus, 
Etdemique hanc , Noſtram Commiſhonem, a die quo 
Magnum hvjus Regni Noſtri Sigilum, Preſentibusek 
- appenſum , ac durante Prima dicti Generalis Convens 
rus Seſhone , aut uſque donec hxc Noſtra Commiſho 
_ per nos Revocetur, Cantinuare Declatavimus, ac pet 
. Prezfentes Declaramus.In cujus rei Teſtimonium, Pres 

ſentibus Magnum Sigillum Noſtrum appendi Mandas 
vimus, Apud.aulam Noſtram de Kenſingrann, decime 
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fie menſis Oflobris , Anno Domunt 1690. Regruque 
noſtri, Anno ſecund. re prog 
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He MAJESTIFS Gracious Letter tothe Aſſembly. 
Edinburgh » 7 October 1690. «Ante Meridiem Sefl.2. 


'T* His Sefsion, His Majeſties Gracious Letter Di- 
A. rect to this General Aﬀembly , was publickly 
Read and Heard with great Reſpect ; and appointed 
to be Recorded in the Books of the Aflembly , The 
Tenour whereof tollows, 


WiLiam R. 


Reverend, Trufly andIFell Beloucd, 

Of Concern for the Good of Our Ancient King- 
dom, hath been fuch, That Webave left nothing. 

undone »- that might Contribute to the mak gofir 

=” And rherefore having been ns that 

if 
auſed greateſt Confuſionsin that Nation; We did 
| willingly 


DET EED AS F©e 8. 
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'- General Aſembly at Edinburgh 1690] * wp 


ud Þ Per ſignaturam manu S:D.N.Regis ſupta Signatam. 
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1b | Sealed 2 Edinburghehe = IVriten tothe Great Seal,and 
S. 16th. of OtRober 1690, Regiftrat the 16 day of OQo- 
:; Alex. Ingln. ber 1690.Dun.RonaldDpy. 
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erences as tothe Government of the Church have 


6 *; '- The Allrof the © 
willingly concurre with Our Parliament, in In-a&ting 
ſucha Frame of ity as was judged to be moſt agreeable | - 
to the Inclinations of Our Good Subjects: To which [7 
as We have hada particular Regard, in Countenance. F 
ing this Aſſembly , 'With Qur way 7" Aga aRepres | 
ſentative of Our Royall Perſon; So We expect, that | 
Your Managment- hall be ſuch,” as We $hall haye no 
reaſon, to Repent of what we haye done. A'Calm and 
Peaceable Procedure, will be no leſs pleaſing to Us 
than it becometh You. We never could be, of the 
Mind, that Violence was ſuited to the advanci 
T rue Religion : Nor do We: intend, that Our Autho 
risy shall ever bea Tool, ro the 1rregular Paſſions of 
- any Party. Moderation is what Religion enjoynes, 
Neighbopring Churches expe& from' You, ad We 
Recommend to Yeu. And We afſure You of Our con» 
ftant Favour and ProteCtion, in Your following of 
theſe Methads , which $hall be for the rea} advantagi 
of True Piety, and the Peace of Our Kingdoms. Given: 
under our Royal Hand, At our Court at Kenfingrowns 
the 10day of Offober 1690. * 4 
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| | By His Mgje es Comman \ C| 
3 4 b. Direct, . T7 Þ | q of 
'&  PForthe Reverend;Trufly and Wel. ; ed 


Beloved , Mingfers and Elders, 
met an the General Aſſembly of the 
Churth of Scotland. At Edin- 
burph. wad hl 


Gener " dy 4 Edind 70 10600 
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| "II. | 
Ihe Aſſemblies Anſwer to His Majeſties Grariow Liter 


Edinburgh 13th. Oober Wy Toft a + 
' Mayie pleaſe Tour Majefy. oo 
Y Our Gracious Letters Direct tothe Miniſtess and 
Elders met here; ,ingbe General Adembly ofthe+, 
Churchof Scorland; was;Read and Heard among Us, 
gith all Joy and Thankfulneſs, that; the Riſing S 
Shining again of the Royal Fayour., nt 1 
Afictcd and diſtrefſed Church, could [olibly lnſork In 
IFcr as Your Majeſties Concern for the by ſp | 
Your Ancient Kingdom, hath indeed been tuch, ap 
nothing can impair the Happy State whereugto You 
#{kvcReſtored it, favethe want of the due ſenſoand 
\{ underſtanding of fo great a,;Merty; Sa'We doe moſt 
fſtewruly acknowledge , that through ' Your Majeſties 
Care and Kindnels, the Church of Chriſt cherein, doth 
{equally partake « of the ſame Bleſſing, Jr wasthe fad Con- 
Afubons, that differences as to the Government of .rhe 
&, Church, had caaſed in this Nation, that according to | 
Your Majeſties brit Declaration, tar our Rehet, movy- -.þ 
Fedour Gracious God, to Raiſe up and Proſper You, to i 
4 our Glorious Deliverer, for "Enathe Rea 
Yieſtablichment that we now enjoy + Sorthat we are per 
{ſvaded, that it is not more Apgreeable, to the Incligati« 
ons and Confcicntious . Perſwaſions of all within this 
Kingdom., who are beſt AﬀeCted to Your Majelties 
be | Feriod and Government, thanit is acceptable to God, 


4 and 


| ſon; for which we moſt humbly acknowledge Your 


Majeſty, to fix Your Choice" '\upon a Perſon fo well 


s "he 28 of Ae - 2 ON 

and will be Your Majeſties perpetual Peace and Sati.. Y! 
faction. Nor are we leſs Senkible of the particular Res 
gard,. Your Myjeſtie profeſſerh towards us, on this oe? | 
calion, = Counrerancing tive Afembly, with Your F* 
Authority, and a Repreſentative of Your Royal Per. 


t 


Gracious Favour ; cſpetially thar it hath pleaſed Your 


, and ſoacceptable'to Us. And now, Greg 
Sa , atter{o many and fo great Mercies and F avoury 
Received from Godand Your Majeſty; We Hope 
may with Confidence aſſure You, that our | 
ment shallbe-fuch , as Your Majeſty hath ſojuſt R 
ſon to expe&, and hall fievergive you cauſe toR 
of what You have done for Us.' 'Fhe God of Lore, t 
Prince 'of Peacez' with all the Providences that hays 
gone over Us, 'and Circumſtances that We are unde 
as well as Your Majelſties moſt obliging Pleaſure, R& 
quire of Us a Calme and Peaceable Procedure, Andi 
after the! Violence for Conſcience fake, that We hawe 
Sufftered 3 and io much Deteſted . and thelſe'Grie 70 
Abuſes of Authority , inthe late Reigns, Whiereh | 
tirgugh fome- Mens Irregular Paſſons',”'We'kiive k 
fadly Smarted ; We our ſelves, should Lapſe Mato he 
fatne'Errours, ' We shouldcertainly prove the mi 
Unjuſt rowards God, Foolish towards our Selvyes, 
Ungrate towards Y olit Majeſty,” of all Men'on earth 
Great Revolutions of this farure , muſt be arrended) 
with Occaſionsof Complaint : And even the worit dF. 
Men , areReady to outof Wrong, tor their Joſteſ * 
Deſervings: Butas Your Majeſty Son theſe thing 
wy 
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T General Afembly at Edinhurgh 1696. 
{to well , to give us the leaſt Apprehenſion of any 19- 
Jes {prefſions evil Report canmake; So We afſure Your. 
oſs as in the Prefence of God, and in expect 
; Ftion of his dreadfull Appearance, that We hall Study 
er} | that Moderation, which Your Majeſty Recommends» 
ze $45 being convinced 5 that it is the Duty that Religion 
Our tnjoyns, and Neighbouring Churches doe moſt juſtly 
rel {expect trom Us: * Deſiring 1nall rhings, to Apprgve 
wy Lot. {elves unto God, as the true Diſciples 6t [elus 
+ [Chriſt , who, though ihoſt'Zealons, apainſt all Cor- 
we $fuptions in his Church.,' wis ttoſt Gentle towards the 
- Perſons of Men : And to maintain as much asin' ts1yes, 
{Peace and Concord, with all the Reformed Chureher: 
| 45 likewiſe to:comply in all obſequious Dury, with all 
64 that Your Majeſty enjoynes; for "the Reat advanage 
aw} of true Piety , and the Peace of all Your Kingdoms, 
"Wy Feartily wishing , that God, who, hath. \Gragioully 
Rd brought back”Your Majeſties Perſon, inSafcty, From 
Your Late, no leſs Generous, than Dangerous Expe- 
on Fins 7 "a h1s\Caule and Traih;, with joytult.Spccek; 
ah May ſtill preſerve Your, Majeſty.4,and Our moſt, Gra- 
if bus Queen'7 "Granting You loneLie TOUS be 
GIProfperity , 'Xnd may Eftabligh Jour Throne," »ad 
KI Befs Your Government , to the Glory of His G'tear 
60 Name, the Good of all his Churches, and the welfare 
Ff Fall YourPeople. Which hall. eyer be the earneſt 
h, —_—_——_ j . OED gong ts 
| ' "May it pleaſe Your Maiehhy, ©. 
- mo/t Obedrent and moft Humble Sb) eds. 


| Signcd it out'P reſence, 'in our Name; 
4 and at our Appolntit.ents BY 
HU. KENNEDIE Moderator 
B THE 
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Appointment of 4 Diet, to be kept by the Afembly ji 
| -ncY 


Eadem Seſhone. _ 6 

=— General Agembly Appoints Marday next, be 

- £L, rwixtEighrand Twelve a Clock in the Foy, 
| noon, to be {et a partfor Prayer, by the Members gf 
this Aſlembly : And Reconimends to all the Membes,Þ 
to meet 1n the Aflembly-Houſe for that end, at Eighta 
Clock in the Morning. - ' i” il 


; 4 « 
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The proceedings of the' Aſſembly, anent Mr. Thomas y | 
. 6 w/the ning and Others.” I og 

T Edingburgh 25tþ.QQtober 1690.Ante Ideridzem.Selly 
# 2 SOE'Y | BOY IP 141.942), 10 

f Bit General Aﬀembly, having received a Repar* 

- fromthe Committee of Overtures, anenr tullſ® 

Pape rs giver in tothe ſaid Committee, , and SubſcnbF* 


&d by Mr. Thomas Linmg, Mr. Alexander Shields 30 
Mr. Iilliam Boyd, who had followed fome Co ſs ; 
contrary to the Order of this Church; whereby ,« "h 
*« ſaid Committee out of their ardent Deſire of Unit 
& inthe Church, Recommend to the Aſſembly, r | 
& Reading of the Shorter of thele rwo Papers: 1 
© which the fore-named Perlons Oblige themſelye 
« after the.exhibiting of the larger Paper ( which thy! 
| | *_. ofteh 


General Aſſembly «t Edinburgh 1690.  1T. 
*'J6. offer, as they profeſs, forthe Exoneration of tieir 
, $45 Conſciences) and laying it down at the Aſſemblies 
/ fir bs feet » tobe» Diſpoſed upon asthe Aſſembly should 
" I* think fir; That ebey $hall in all required Submiſſion, 
"1s Subje&t Themſelves, their Lives anfl Do&rine, to 
- "g* the Cognizance of the ReſpeCtive Judicatorzgs of 
be & this Church, and equally ro Oppoſe Schiſm and De- 
ON fechion , 1n any Capacity , that they should be cap- 
<offÞ* able of. Bur the ſ4id Committee, Judgeth, the Reads» 
cn, -1ng of the larger of the1aids.two Papers, in full Af- 
tea © fembly, to be Inconvenient: In regard, "That 
though there be ſeveral good Things 1n it, yet the 
I fame doth allocontain; ſeveral Peremptory and gr 

4* Miſtakes, Unſcaionable and Impracticable Propoſals, 
'and Uncharitable and Injurious Refle&ions, tend= 
ing rather to kindle. Contentions, than to compole 
'Diviſttans: Nevertheleſs, the faid Commitree,gives it 
F as therrOpinion, T hat the fareſaidOffer of the above 
F named Perſons their Subjection and Obedience; 'to 
A the Authority of this Church, in her ReſpeQtveJu- 
ath* dicatories » contained in the {aid 'Shorter Paper; 
et 5hould be Entertained and. Accepted of, by the At- 
rþ&F ſembly, and they Received into Communion with 
andfſ* this Church, according ' to their ſeveral Capacities. 
well Likeas the above named perſons, haying Compear-= 
4, 1n preſence of the Aflembly, and Judigially Own- 
adand Adhered unto their ſaid Shorter Paper : And the * 
'oAfcmbly having heard the above-wrareh Report”, of 
. [We Committee of Overtures concerning both the ſaids 
Wipers; Asalſy the {aid shorter Paper, Read in their 
hefFtelence; The General Aſſembly ; after mature De-" 
tet, ; B 2 < libera- 


vo  'The'Atsof the | 
liberation». did Unanimouſly, and without acontrar 
Vore,: Approye the above written Report and Opintot' 
of the Committee of Overtures, 1m 'the hay} Head 
thereof,” Which being Intimate to the fore-named Per. 
ons, they Acquieſced thereto. Upon all whichthg 
following Act was made. £y 


"ICT" T anent Ar. Thomas Lining and Others. x 


T7 Hereas Mr. . Thomas Lining Mr. Alexangn 
Schielas and Mr. Willam Boyd, have preſeat-( 

ed to this Aſſembly rwo Papers: One containing thbef» 
Expreſſions of their Purpoſe and_ Promite , of beimg 
ſubjed to the Authority of rhis Church , as former 
Conftituted,..and now: Reſtored, in its ſeveral Tudie 
tories - The ather Offered for the Ex6neratian of thei: 
Conſciences. -Wkieh Paper,containing their Submil 
onand Subjectian,. did after the exhibition of the othe 
to the Aſſembly, Become Binding upon them, accot, 
ding to the Promiſe therein made. Likeas, after th 
other and ' longer;Paper had been Read, before 
Committee- of Overtures, It was exhibite to and re 
ceived by the Aﬀembly; together with the Realc 
from the faid Committee why it should not be Puby 
ligkly readin full Aflembly. Which Reaſons being due 
ly. conſidered, and the faid other Paper of Submiſſa 
and Subjectwt publickly Read, and Judicially. Owng 
ed by, the. 'forenamed Perſons, in prelence of the Al; 
{embly.: The Aſleably did conclude, by one- ſing 
Vore,.-thit the forelaid longer Paper should not If 
Read: And that the aboye- named Perſons should be 
Received 
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4  Generd Aﬀembly d Edinburgh 1690. « [: 
ry Received intothe Fellowship of this Church, onthe 
iof | Terms ot Submiſſion and SubjeQion containediuths 
| Sliorter Paper:” And after paſſing of the tgid Vote, and ' 
er- | that they were-gravely Admoniched by the Moderator 
ef ro walk Orderly in time coming , in Oppeſitien'to all 
| Schiſmt and Diviſion ; It was declared to them by the 
\*] Moderator, inthe Name of the Afſembly, ' That the 
{| affembly did 'receive. them into the Fellowshipoot ths 
*'Þ Church, toenjoy the previted s thereof, and Perform 
'"Þ the Duties therein, whereof rhey are, or shall be found 
Capable. Whereupon, and at their deſire, it was or- 
WF dained that' this AQ should be made; - and an Extra& 
thereof given to them in'goog Form. - Follows the'T + 
Ky . eve of rhe flid thereer Piper, | | 


en To che Modetdtor and Remanent Members of the General 
Wy e{ſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


cot Right R everend and Honourable, 


1 MW the greateſt Earneſtneſs of longing we 
have defired,. and: yet witha Patience per- 
ſom haps to excels, we have waited, for an Opportunity, 
uby} © to bring our -unhappy.Difterences ( of which. all 
J «+ Parties concerned are weary.) to a Happy and Holy 
hoaf /« cloſe; And for this end to bave acceſs to apply our 
nd. © ſelves ro a full and free General Allembly of this 
Ag ** Church, ':nyeſted with Authority and Power , sn 
gl” < foro Divino & Humane, to Determine and Cognoſce 
b4- + upon them. The want of which an Aſſembly con» 
| beÞ 5 ſtitute 10 that vigour, to which through the —_— 
: 0 
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ſentation of our Minds and Defires, 'T be wa of. i 


of God, This Venerable National Synod hatharg | 
riyed, hath been rhe greateſt let and impediment of | 
our compoling theſe Difterences, in away, wherein | 
not'only we, bytallof the ſame Sentiments would 
acquieſce. Now haying obtained this much longed,, I; 
andlong Prayed for priviledge ;5 We cannot torbear 
any langer, humbly, ro Accoſtand Addreſs this Ve. 
nerable Aſlembly, with/a free and Ingenuous Repre, 


which is, to Repreſent theſe taings, which bave been,” 
moſt ſtumbling So »* for the exoneration of our, 


Conſcjences; and, :o declare our Deſign, after we, Fo 


haye exhibited our Teſtimony againſt theſe C ourſes, 


which we underftandto hayc been Corruptions and: [1 


Defcctions in this Church , And laid it down at the - 
Afemblicy feer, to be diſpoſed of, as their Wiſdoms 
Shall think fit: That webhall in all Required Sub-. | 
miſſion, Subje&t our Selves, our Lives. and F 
Doctrine, to the Cognizance of the Judicatories of 
this Church, and hall equally oppole Schiſm and 
DefeQion, in any Capacyty, that we hall be found 


& Capableof. And here by theſe preſents, we bind and ||; 


cc 
cc 
£6 
cc 


e 


oblige our ſelves Faithfully, to {ive in Union,Com- 
munton and intire Subjection, and due Obedience 
in the Lord, to the Authority of this Church in her | 
ReſpeCtive Judicatories: As witneſs our Harids at 

Edmburgh the 22 day of Oftober 1690. oo 


Theme Linins. 
Alexander Shields. 


Milliam Boyd. 


Af 


General Aſawbly a Edibburgh 16 "Ig 
| 7-208 Hg | ' 


tbeC hursb. 


Edinbwroh 23 'of October 16 90.Ante Meridiem, Sefl Ir 


MP He A ffembly,Recom mends it to Presbyteries, to 
' take Notice of all Miniſters, within their Bounds, 


whether rhe late Conforming Incumbents, 'orothers, 
*|who.shall nor obſgrve Faſts and Thankſgiviiigs;” In. 


dicted by the CYtrch ; Or who shwll be found Guilty, 
of any ot us inp Carriage, .1n OR 


Sacraments in” 


— — as M— [ , P 4. . 
—_—_— A —_—__—_— — > -- 
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AI, Tos a 
AF epproving ſeveral Quertures. 


| Edinburgh 29 Ottober 1690, Ante Aheriion, Self. 12 
MP dis day the.Overtures following were, Readin, 


_ Preſence of the Aﬀſembly. ,, 


6 . . 


; f 3 *3 1 
f. 2. <* For retaining ſoundneſs, and unity of Doctrane, Pp oeribim 
& Itis judged neceſ{ary, that all Probationers Licenſed tbe Cou- 
.þ* toPreach , all Intragts into the Miniſtry, angdall o. /4/#0» of 


frvate, or Celebrating Clandeſtine | 
{Marriages , without due Proclamation of Bans: 'And 
Þ tocen{ure then accordingly.” | HOT ABGITAY 


48 ons Mizilters that obſerve not the oublickOrders of | 


Antne 


« ther Miniſters and Elders Received into Communz.. #9 


« with us, in Church Government, be obliged, to 
4 Subſcribe their Approbation of the Confeltion of 
& Faith, approven by former General Aſſemblies of 
«* this Church » and Ratified ip the ſecond Seſſion of 

Sono Ree eee me a. 


16 _* >" The Aeof the'- > 
« . the Current Palms: And that hi "4 "Reco 
&« mended to the Diligence of the leveral Presbyterieg, 

'« andthey appointed to Record their Diligence thets 

& anent in their reſpe&tive Regiſters. 


Y 2. * That it be Recommended to Presbyteries, to 
. nent Fe o take fpecial Notice,what Papiſtsare intheitBound 


a « and that they take:pains to Re-claim. them, ang4c 
& Adyert how their Childrenare Educat: and if w | 
« be, to make Application to the Ciyal Authority 0 uo 
«, cerrung them, ; 
Zi 5 T hat the Celebration. of pO ike 
es C6 6 due Proclamation of Bans, according to. Order, three 


of Marr;- * ſeveral. Sabbaths in-the felperiig Parishes, bed 

ge 6 charged: And that it. be recom ended. to Pre: ” 

« teries,.to Cenſure the Contray ceners. | 

Lgainf 4. * That it be recommended to Kirk- Seſſions al 

preſeanars « Presbyteries,carcfullyto putin-Execution, the Ad 
I - ; = *« of former General Aﬀſerblies apainſt Profanariond 
' _ «*«the Lords-day, and particularly by unneceflary Si 


& ingand Travelling 


c 
t 
h 
Al 
If 
[: 


nem 4. «That Application be madots. the Parlnament 
| erred & for altering all Mercats in Royal Burghs and ot 


days and « places, on Saturdays and Mondays, ' «< 
' Mondays, The General Aſſembly after mature Deliberatin 
approves of theſe Overtures ,/ and Recommendy ar 
Appoints accordingly : And ordainsthe fame t6 'bewh 
ferved, 'and to have the Force and Strength of an A 
and Ordinance of Aſſembly. 


AB approving the Aſſociations of Predbyteries 
Eadem Sefſane. 


4 wT'> EREP Aſembly, Po and approvy ek ab 
Miniſters of different Pres byrentcs, their £ F 


ciating in Presbyteries; ay and while the V 

the fads Prezbyterics be filed: And declares hin Sy 
have the Authority and Power of Presbyteries Re= 
4-4 peftively : And that notwithſtanding, that acto! 

1 to- the old Platform , the faids Miniſtets G6 refide 
Ie Boundsof different Prevbyteries, 


va 


Y— OR - —— 
: 
m a 


ll - IX. 


ent] — AMR qg4of Amore Removing oug of this Chunebs.. 


TE 


| Mdinburgh 31 Oftober 1690, Ante Aleridiew , Self. a5 - 


JT: c He General Aflembly does hereby appoint » that 
no Miniſters, who —_ actual tanding and aþb{0- 
ay luc Relations , toany Charge in che Church of Scgr- 
"I lnd, 5 hall remove outot the 


» withour, 
<JEovenr of the Sai Judicatoriee of nn 


L 4a 


6 
I* 
A inentthe Adminiftration of the Satraments. 


Fadem Seſhone. 

FTE EIEETS | | F | __ 
T He General, Aflembly conſidering , that the twbb 

- Sacrament, ;thar ; Chriſt bath appointed under 

Kaas 5 cltament, -2z, Bepri/m and tbe Lords Supper, 


are h1s Solemn Ordinances , and Seals of the Covenage, 
of Grace ( which is held forth in the-Preaching of 


Golpel) And that in the uſe of them, the. Parties red 
ceiving them, are ſolemnly. der'ged and nga lg 
God, before Angels and men; and are ſolemnly re- 
ceived ,-as Members of the Church, and do entertain 

Communion with her: Aqd that by the Authority of 

ths Church.m her tormer Aﬀemblies, The private uſe | * 
of them hath been condemned: As alſo,that by allowi 
the privite'wſe of the faine, in pretended Cafes of Ne- | * 
ce yy T he Svperſtitious opinion is nourished, that 
t e neceſfary'to Salvation, not only#s Comminted'] 
* «Duties, butas means, without which Salyation can- 
not be attaived. Therefore, 'Fhe 'Aﬀembly here 
diſcharges; the Adminiftration of rhe Lords Supper, 
' Sick-Perfons in their Houſes ,'andall'other uje of the 
ſame,” except in the publick Afſembliesof the Church 
And alfo doth diſchargethe Adminiſtrarioni of Baptiſ 


1n private, T hat 1s, in any place, 'or at any time, when {| © 
the Congregation 1s not orderly called together, to wait n 
| - on 


General Aſſembly a Edjaburgh 1696; IS 
| ache Diſpeaſag of the Word. And. appoints that 
| I this be carefully pbſeryed,, when and where, eycr; the, 
« | Lord giveth his people Peace, Liberty. and Opportunis 
far cheir publick Aſembles, And ordains this pres, 

Pi Atta be publickly Intimate in all the Churches. 


. 
. 
—_ —_ wwe — —_ 
— —_— 
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| i Pp «ay... 
ACT approving Overtwres anent the Trigh Bibles, &e. 
þ. FI +4 | , 


Edinburgh 1z November-1 690.Poft Meridiem Sefl.2 
His day the Overtures following anetit 'the- Jrisb 
\ Bibles, New 'Tefldments'and C atechiſms, wete read 
9. inpreſence of the Aﬀembly, DL IACE. 
4" + 1. ThataLetter.of "Thanks be written to theſe 
in | * concerned, whether in this,. or our Neighbour Na- 
of | © rion, for their Care of, and Liberat Charny rowards 
ſe | © the Hrgblanderrof this Kingdom ,: in ther fo Libs 
e | rally Contributing , tor the faids /rzh Bibles 4 &c.. 
1+ And that Mr.\David Blar be appointed to writethe 
at | © faid Letrerin the Name of this Aſſembly. - 

d 
16) 


L a 


4 2, Tho whole Money fo Charitably contributed, 

. | © being expended, Therefore, and for making-up of 
\J che ſame, and for Defraying of the hecelfaryClutges 

1 & of Tranſporting the ſaids Bibles; &'c. to Scotland; It 
« is thought moſt needſul,. tharthete be an'advanceof . 

will © One thouſand Ponnds Srvrs, andithat Meir: Majc- 
gl © ſties Privy Council be ſupplicat, for as mUc{xof ſorae 
n | * Vacart Stipends of Parishes.; where the King'iis/Pa- 
it | * tron, as will make up the ſaid ſum for the ends-tore+ 
n | f laid, = C 2 02, That 


F 


=_ them; 


£6 The A of the 2 
« 2. That itbeRecommended ro the Kirk Seflions; | 
6 Heretors and others concernedin the Higblands, tg 
* {oe the Act of Parliament anent EreQing of Schooly 
« in every Parjsh, ducly Execute, and the Fonds eftz {| 

« blichedt by Law, for be ſame, made cfieQual. 1 

& 4. Tha it be Recommended to the Agent tor the 
* Kirk, to Receive the forclaid ſum, and to Deburlk . 
« the fame at the fGght of Mr. Joh Law and Mr. Da 
*« wid Elair , for Fo ſaid uſe : And alſo to receive 
'« Books above-mentioned, being three Thou 
| & Bibles, one Thouſand New Tefiamevts, and thick 

6 "Thouſand C 4techiſms, trom London. | 

& g. That the ſeveral Synods, wha haye Hig mo 
& Parubet in their Bounds, appoint one of cher? Num" 
$ ber, toreccivye their proportion, of the faids By 
® New Teftuments , and Catechiſm : And that in order] ® 

< thexcto, the Miniſters and Elders having Intereſt w 
& the Hyblands, preſent in this Aſſembly, hall mea. 
* and appoint RED recciye theſe Bibles, &c. Ani ni 
« proportion the nymber that cach Parish ghall tap); : 
*' thereof. 

«6; That it be Recommended to the Miniſtery 
«6. concerned in the Highlands, to diſpatgh the wholeſ | 
t« Paraphraſe of the 5 Pſalms, to the Preſs. Andil 
« the Principal Copy can.be Recovered, to expede the 
6 {ame ; But eche any other Copy they have-, be Ref 7 
«<,viſed eSynod of Argyle, and being appraven by 
hat the ſame be Printed. 

"The Aſſembly haring, conſidered theſe Qyerture 
they approve thereof, and Recammend and Appoint 


aecorgyngly, atk 
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to 

oly XU. | 
bs | ICT anent « Solomn National Faft pd Homiliations with 
hy »*. #heCauſerthereof | 

ris } & Edinburgh, November 12. 1690. Poft Meridiew 
j | Seff. 24,  * | 


. | hes General Aſſembly, Having taken into their 
«| - molt ſerious Conſideration, the late great and 


is Defe&ionef this Church and — Have 
a1 hft ro Appoint a Day of Solemn Humiliation 

Jad Faſting, for Confeſſion of Sins, and making Sup- 
eh plication to Ep ee GOD, to Forgive and Re- 
Jet 


movethe guilt thereof: In order whereunto, they have 
in | Ordained the Confeſſion of Sins, and Cauſes of Fafting 
{| following ,' to be duely Intimate and Published; Re- 
"21 commending it moſt earneſtly to all perſons, both Mis 
| piſters and Others, That cvery One of us may not only 
ſearch and try our own Hearts ayd Wayes, anll ſtir up 
Our ſelvesto leek the Lord; Bat alſo 1n our Stations, 
ind'as we have acceſs, Deal with one another, 1n all 
:of Love and Tenderneſs, to prepare for fo great and ne- 
te Feflary 3 Duty, that we may find mercy in God's Gght, 
| and He way be graciouſly Reconciled to euc Land in 
% the Lord Jeſus, and rake delight to dwell among us. 

*1 Although/ our gracious God hath of late, tor His 
own Name ſake wrought great and wonderful things, 
"7 for Brian and Jreland, and for this Church and Nation | 

J in particular; Yetthe Inhabitants thereof haye caule 
Ny by remember their own evil wayes, andtoloath them- 

felves jo-their own fight far their Iniquities —=— las! 


| 


bs 


5 The At of. the" - 

Alas! We andour Fathers, our Princes,our Paſtors, 
and People of all Ranks have ſinned, and have been un- 
der great Tranſgreſſion to this day : For though our 
gracious God $hewed early kindneſs to this Land, inf 
ſending the Goſpel among us, and afterward in our R& 


formation from Popish Superſtition and Idolatry ; and | 
IT had the Honour, heyond many Nations of deing | 
God, both Prince and People; yet we bave dealt treach. | 
erouſly with the Lord, and been unſtedfaſt in His (ho | 
@ 5 
received from Him, nor obligations to Him. "Through 
the mercy'of God this Church had attained to aprext 
this was not accompanied with ſuitable perſonal Refopſ? 
mation, neither was our Fruit anfwerable rorhe-painſ? 


after our firſt Retgrmation , Solemnly devoted unty 

yenant ,' and have not walked ſuitably'to our Me 

purity of Dodrine , Worship and Government, butſ* 
taken on us by Word and Work; We had much Gaſpelſ* 


preaching , but too little Goſpel-praQice 'too many(*© 
went on 111 open wickedneſs, and ſorie had bur a forty 


of Godlinels, .denying the power thereof: Many alk 
who had the Grace of God in truth fell from their f l 
love, and fell under fad languishings and decays; and 

when for our fins the Anger of the Lord had divided ys, f 
and we were brought under the feet of ftrangers ,- ar 


ior 
many of our brethren killed, and others taken captive 4 
; 
th 


and {91d as flaves; yet we finned till, and after me 
were freed from the yoak of ſtrangers, 1n ſtead o fx 
turning to the Lord, and being led to Repentance by 
His Goodneſs, the Land made open Defe&1on fron 
the good ways of the Lord : Many behaved as if they; 
had been d:livered to work abomination, rhe flood: 


W( 


% 


gait! 


General Aſembly at Edinburgh 1690. 22 

'mtes of Impicty were opened, and a deluge of wicked- 
a: Mi: did ener the 2; Who ts wickoin grief * 
or 030d $hame remember the shameful debauchery and 
; [{runkennefs that then was? And this accompanied 
Re with hotrid and hellich curling and {wearing , 'anid fol. 
wed with ffequent Filthinels, Adulteries and orher 
ing bommarions, dhd*the Reprovet was hated, and he 
ors [hat departed froth Iniquity made, himſelt a Reproach 

Prey. And: when by theſe ,-and ſuch like corrupt 
= zices, rhetis Confſciencexwere debguched, they pro 


and 


-\ Jieded to facrjfite the Intereſt of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
uph fd priviledges | of his Church to' the lufts and will of 
(Men; The Supremacy was. advanced in ſuch a way, 
'bu*9to ſick an height , .as hever any Chriſtian Church 
for: nowledged; The Government of the Church was 
ain ered', and Prelacie ( which'bath been always griey- 
(oe. 085 to'thrs Natton ) introduced, without the Chutches 
agg{nlent', 'and contrary to the ſtanding Acts of our Na- 
"Ms tonal Aſſemblicy, 'both which'rhe preſent Parliamenr 
1GHMth ( blefled be God) lately found; Andyer neyers 
6x8 heleſs, of the then ſtanding Miniſtry of Scorlarid, many 
aid ſuddenly and readily comply with that alteration of 
dy the Government, ſorpe our of Pride and Covetouſneſs, 
_ Caxfjer Man-pleaſing , ſome through infirmity or weakneſs, 
- or fcagot Man, and want of Courage and Zealfor God; 
wlftiny faithful Miniſters were thereupon caſt out, and 
{any Inſufficient and Scandalous Men thruſt' in' on 
{their Charges, and many Families rained, becaulc they 
would not own them as their Paſtors. Fo | 
of. Andalas! It is undenyable, there hath beenunder 
ood lite Prelacic a great decay of Piety , fo that it was 
oa] | enough 


; 
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he fon and Unrighteouſneſs,” Iniquity hath been eſtab- 
"; | lished- by a Law, there hath ocen a great perverting 
G&] of Juſtice, by making and executing unrighteous Sta. 
af tutes and Acts, and fad perfecurions of many for 
2a their Conſcience rowards God. 
'off” It is alſo matter of Lamentation, that under this 
'of great DefeRtion, there hath been too general a faintin 
1 [cot only amongſt Profeflours of the Goſpel, bur alfo 
the tnonelf Minifizes; yea, eyen amongſt ſuch, who in 
the main things did endeavour to maintain their Inte- 
grity,' 1n not giving ſeafonable and neceſſary Teftimo- 
der py againſt the Defeftions and Evils of the Time, and 
me keeping a due diſtance trom them,” and ſome on the 
other hand managed their Zeal with too little Diſcreti- 
it] dn and Meekneſs. | 
I ST Ir isalfo matter of Humiliation, that whenDifferea- 
oelf ces fell our amoneſt theſe,who did own T ruth,and bear 
»| vitneſs againſt the Courſe of Defeftion, they were 
"99 fot managed with due Charity and Love, but with too 
Bl much bear and bitterneſs, injurious Refle&tions 'uſed 
1} againſt Pious and Worthy men on all hands, and ſcan- 
dy dalous Diyiftons occaſioned, ' and the Succels of the 
AJ Goſpel grearly obſtrufted thereby, and ſome. danger- 
* 193 ous Principles drunk in: Andafterall this, there ,were 
Da thameful advances towards Popery, the abomination 
0009 of the: Maſs was ſer up 1n many places, and  Popish 
#I Schools ereted, and ſeverals fell to Idolatry. 
. And though rhe Lord hath put a ſtop to the Courſe 
"of Dcteftion, and of his great mercy given vs ſome 
'oÞ teviving from our Bondage ; yet we have {zd cauſe to 
teprare and; bemoan, that few have a due ſenle of our 
Ja | I a HE 6 mercy) 


od , 
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mercy, or walk anſwerable thereto ; Few are turned te 
the Lord in truth,but the wicked go an to do wackedly; 
And there is found amongſt us to this day, shametu]} 
ingratitude for our mercies, Horrid 1mpenitency un. | 
der our {ins, yea, even among thoſe, who ſtand moſt | |: 
up for the Defenceof the Truth: And amongſt many 
in our Armies, there is wotul Prophannels and Debaus || '! 
chery. And though we profeſs to acknowledge, ther | 1 
can be no Pardon of Sins, no Peace and Reconciliation || 1 
with God, but by the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt; Yer few | * 
know Him, or ſee the Neceflity and Excellency ofthe | ® 
Kan owledge of our Lord JeſusChriſt; tew fee their need 

of himgor eſteem,delirezor receive hm as he 15 offeredia | P 
the Goſpel; Few are acquainted with Faith in Jclf 
Chriſt, and living by Faith cn Hun, as made of the Fa s 
ther unto us, wildom,Righteouſnels, Sanctification ind 
Redemption; And few walk as becometh the Goſpel,and 
imitate ourHoly Lord in Humility, Meckoeks, Self-de- 
nial, Heavenly mindednels, Zeal for GOD,and Chari 
towards Men : Burt asthere is event untill now, a 
contempt ot theGoſpel, a great Barrenneſs under it; So 
a deep Security under our {in and Danger, a great wanrF® 
of Piety toward Ged,. and Love towards Men, withaf® 
woful $elfishneſs , every one ſecking their own thingy 
few the things of Chriſt, or che publick Good, or ongJ®< 
anothers weltare : And finally, the moſt part more readyF® 
toCenſure the {ins of ochers,than toRepent ottheir own?! 

. Our Imquities arc increaſed oyer our Heads, andf*"] 

our Treſpatles are grovin up unto the Heavens, they tl 
are many in number, and hajnous 1n their nature, andfP" 
orieyoully. aggravated, as Iaving been contrary to! tl 


rear Þ* 
D pig 


General Aſſembly at Edinburgh 1690., 27 
preat Lipht and Love, underfignal Mercies =ndJudg- 
; ments,after Confeſſion and Supplication, and notwith= 
ſtanding of our Profeſſion, Promiſes and ſolemn V ow« 
'ing, and Covenanting with God to the contrary. 
Have wenot then fad caule of deep Sorrow and Hu- 
-miliation ? And may we not fear, it we do not repent, 
and turn from the evil of our wayes, and returg tothe 
Lord with all our hearts, that he return ro do us evil, 
atter He hath done usgood, and be avgry with us, 
until he hath conſumed us? F ; 
Let us therefore humble our ſelves by faſting 'and 
Praying, let us ſearch out our fins, and conlider 
our wayes, and confelstheſe, and other our fins, with 
Sorrow and Deteftation ; Let us Turn unto the Lord 
with faſting -and weeping, and with mourning; Let 
us firmly reſolve and ſincerely Engage to amend our 
wayes and doings, and return unto the Lord our God, 
roll vith all our hearts, and carneſtly pray, that for the 
$Blood of the Lamb of God, our fins may be forgiven, 
Sond our back {]:dings healed, and VF may yet become 
ary*Righteous Nation, . keeping the T ruth, that Religi» 
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baf® and Righteouſneſs may Hourish', and Love and 
gh Charity abound, and all the Lords People may be of 
nee mind in the Lord: Andinorder toall thefe, that 
\<y4"e word of the Lord may haye free courſe, and be 
ot lorified, and that the Preaching of the Word, and 
:n{Þ/penting of the Sacraments, .may be accompanied 
ney Ph the wonted Preſence, Power and Bleſſing of the 
an4Þpirit ofthe Lord, That the Lerd would Preſerye and 
 roÞ'*s our gracions King and Queen, Willum ahd Mary, 
ar $49 eſtablish their Throne by Righteouſneſs and Re- 
gion, and grant to thele Nations, Peace and Truth 
tO» 


23 ' The Af:of the | 
Together; 4nd for that End, bleſs and proſper Hig 
Majeſties Councils, and Forces by Sea and Land, and 
theſe of: the Princes and States his Allies, for God ard $1 
his Truth ; That inferior Rulers may Rule in the fear 
of Go4, and Judges be cloathed with Righteouſneſs, 
and that many faithful Labourers may be ſent our into 
the Lord's Vineyard , and they who are ſent, may find 
mercy to be Faithful, and be bleſt with Succeſs ; T hat 
Families may be as little Churches of, Chriſt, and thar 
the Lord would pour out His Spirit on all Ranks of 
Feople, that they may be Holy in all manner of Con- 
verſation, and God: may delight to dwell amonglt ws 
and to do us good. 

And while we pray for our f{clyes, let us not forget 
our Brethren in Foreign Churches, with whom, alas 
we had too little Sympathy ; Nay let us pray, thatal 
the Ends of the Earth, may {ce the Salvation of God 
And that he would bring His ancient people ofthe 

ews tothe Acknowledgment of Jeſus Chriſt; 
that he wonld haſten the Ruine of Romish Babylor 
and advance the Reformation in Chriſtendome , and 
preſerve and bleſs the Reformed Churches; 'Thathe 
would pitie His oppreſſed People , the French Provef 
«nts, and gather them out of all places, whither t 
have been ſcattered in the cloudy and. dark day ; And 
that He would be the Defence,” Strength and Salvation 
of any of His People, 'whoare in War or Dangerk 
Infidel or Popish advecfaries, in Europe or America: And 
* infparticular, that the Lord would be Gracious to 
{4nd, and {anCtifie to His People there , both their 
ſtreſs and Deliverance, and perteCt what coricernet! 
then 
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them, that he would Convert the Natiyes there to'the 


Tcuth, Reduce that Land to Peace ; And appoint Sal. 
vation for Walls and Bulwarks to Brutan | 
For all theſe Cauſes and Reaſons, The General 
Aﬀembly bath Appointed the Second Thurlday of | - 
muary next , to be Obſerved in all the Congregations 
of this Church and Nation, as a day of Solemn Faſting 
and Humiliation , and Prayer; Beſceching and Ob- 
teſting all, both Paſtors and People, of all Ranks tobe 
fincere and ſerious, in Humiliation and Supplication, 
and univerſal Reformation, as they would wishtoftind 
mercy of the Lord and have deierved wrath averted, 
and would obtain the Bleſſing of the Lord upon them. 
ſelves and Pofterity after them ; And that the Lord may, 
delight in us, and our Land may be as Married ro Him. 


| And Ordainsall Miniſters, either in Kirks or Meeting 
od] houſes , to Read this preſent At publickly from the 


the] Pulpit, a Sabbath or two before the {aid Day of Hu- 


miltation : and that the ſeveral Presbyteries - take care, 
that it be carefully obſerved in theirReſpeCtive bounds. 


I And where, inregard of Vacancies, the Day hereby 


appointed , cannot be obſerved; The Aﬀſembly ap- 
points the ſaid Humiliation to be kept ſome other Day 
with the firſt convenient” opportunity. And Appoints 
the Commiſſion for V ifitation,to apply to the Council 


if for their Civil Sanction to the Obſervation thereof. 
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AS axent Sentences paſt againſt Mnuſters from the 
by Fear 1650, &c. 


_ Eadem Sefhone. - 


He General Afﬀembly does hereby declare, all I 


Sentences, | againſt apy Miniſters Hive Inde, 
by any Church Judicatory , upon the Account of the 
late Differences among Presbyterians, from the Yet 
1650. Tull the Re-introduction of Prelacy , to be of 
themſelves void and null, toall Effefts and Intents, 
And Siclike the General Afſembly hereby Recom« 
mends, to the ReſipeCtive Presbyteries, to take care, 
that ſuch of rheſe Miniſters , as are not otherways diſc] 
poſed of by rhe Church, Return to theexercile of theix: 
Miniſtry , 1n their GN Congregations. And 

alſo hereby Recommends to the Civil Magiſtrate, that" 
the ſaids Miniſters may bave the Lega Maintainances 
2nd Stipends where they ſerved, FRO 


#everbl Aſembly at Edinburgh 1690. 3x 
RANTS - 
The Aſſemblies Letter ro His Mijeſty. 


Edinburgh r3 of November 1690. Poſt Meridiem 
O1 | Sefl. 26. | 
May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty. | | | 
He Happineſs we bave had by Your Majeſtics 
a1 4+ influence; asan Inſfrument inthe Hand of God, 
de, towards us for good, and the Countenance You have 
the L given us in Holding this National Aﬀembly' of the 
hh hurch of Scorland , Doth Encourage us to make _ - 
of { lication agattito Your Majeſty; That asin our An« 
fer to Your Gracious Letrer direct ro us in the En- 
trance of this Aﬀſem _ we Engaged to Your Majeſty 
"Fthat in all things that 8hould come betore us, we would 
Jarry with chat Calmnes and Moderation , which be- 
Jcometh the Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace, and which 
JYour Majeſty did fo effeftually Recommend to us ; So 
Jnow in the Cloſe of this our Aflembly, we preſume to 
acquaint Your Majeſty, T hat through the good Hand 
of God upon us, we have 1a = meaſure performed 
Jeccordingly : Having applied our ſelves, moſtly and 
elpecially, to what concerned this whole Church, and 
endeavoured by all means Ecclefiaſtical, and proper for 
us, to promote the Good thereof, together with the 
Quiet of the K1oigdom, and Your Majelties Sarisfactt- 
on and Contentment. And God ath been pleaſed io 
- PBleſs our Endeavours, in ourReceiving to & 2: Unty 
Fe Fand Order of this Church, ſeme who had withdrawn, 
and now have joyned witltus, an:! promifed SubjeCti- 
Mn; Aod 1m providing tor the Propagation of Religt- 


ons 
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on, andthe Knowledgeoft God, in the moſt Barba. 
Tqus places of the __ » which may be the ſureſt 
way of Reducing thele people allo unto Your Maje. Þ 
ſttes Obedience : And eſpecially in Regulating the Mi. 
niſters of this Church, after ſo great Revolutions andf]. 
Alterations: For we have according to the. uſe andf. 
praQtice of this Church, ever fince he firſt Reforms 
tion from Popery , appointed Vifitations both for theſ. 
Southern and Northern parts ot this Kingdom, Con | 
fiſting of the Graveſt and 'moſt Experienced Miniſter | . 
and Elders: To whom we have given Inſtructions . 
bout the late Conformiſts, that none of them $hall bef - 
Removed from their Places, but ſuch as arc either In. 
{uffhicient,or Scandalous,or Erroneous, or SupinelyN 
gligent: And that thele of them-be admitted to Miniſt 
rial Communion with us, who upon due Trial, andſ - 
in a. Competent Time for that Trial, shall be found 
to. be Orthodox 1n-Doftrine, of Competent Abilitie 
of a Godly, Peaceable, and Loyal Converlation, an 
who $hall be judged Faithtull ro God and ro the Gof| 
vernment : And who $hall likewayes Promiſe to.ow! 
Submit unto, and Concurre with it. We baye all 
taken Care, that all perſons, who-. shall be, found 
have received wrong, 1n any.Inferior udicatoryof thi 
Church, $hall be duly Redrefſed: Other things whid 
arenot of ſo Univerſal a Concern ; we have delayed. 
till the niext General Aſſembly. This Account Great , 
SIR, we look upon our ſelves as Obliged to give untq. 
Your Majeſty, br that great: Goodnefs , You hays ſe: 
- been pleaſedto expreſs, in giving ſuch Countenanog 
to this Aſſembly, and in appointing ſuch Comg's® 
m « 
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« miſſioner Repreſert Yolt Royal Perfon + wi bach 

6 beeriin all kisConduQtin ths Aﬀair, moſt acctp 

je- | beutous. ' That God mayBlefs Your Maj jetys Tons 

li-] moſt GratiousQueedh , Nth all Bleſſings, which con- 

df -cern both this Life,and the Life to Comes: is the carneſt 

nd -Prayer oft FE: 
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the Why it ple i c your i Me eſty, po 
Ku qo | DV. Tour Mijeſtes mo#t F aubfub,.. >a 
75 FT 4b leg Moſt Humble and molt Obedient. 
lbefſ, 25... © nh 07 af | Sabjelow# Servants, 
Ins 

Net io oh $1 nt Subſeribedin Nathe, and at the -Appoitt« 
ſt 


1 UT iment ofrhe'General afledbly;by 
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He. tollowiug infendiicns to the Conmiſticn "By 
10te by Viſirations on-this fide of 7, 9x. mere Repd in _ 
avel ſence otthe Afembly. 
ned}. © 7. 'That-there be app6iared by the Aﬀewbly, a 
onF'® Delegate number of the x -experieycgd. Miniſters 
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. ef rator, a0 hs ho fo 
( aw, fix of thele bei 
ex. Thar the Nee 
kd tations be, to take to their (Sen all Refe- 
«" Fences, und Appeals, and other things, which be. 
EE? * mg {kiced before this Adersb] 5 ball by them be ſpe«. | 
<< cially Referted to the ſaid Commilhon, to determine, 
" ITigs the Cominilici give 6 
T e Commiſſion give their nion to all. 
« *Precbyterics and S + brng give proc a tothem, 
« Fai Fre in di cul Cales: and though Preuby= 
« So nor” apply, *yet it the Commiſſion aball 
' «Ye informed of any Precipitant, or unwarrantgble, 
" procedure” of Presbyterics, in Praceſlcs, which 
6 Hs prove of ill Conſequence to the Church, The, 
« Commiſſion shall interpole their Advice, to ſuch, 
cc oh wan teries, £0 Git ſuch procedure, till either the 
nod, 'or next Qeneral Allembly take Cognizance. 
it; if th- laid Commiſſion zhall not find a preſens, 
od fe Expedicnt,"to"dife& rhem, for bringing the, 
a rae toa Right Concluſion. | 
a 4 "That itr diſeufling References, ' Appeals and 
&« Bilts; They "rake cate to purge out all, who'upon 
& due Fryat 1 abate found to be lnfufficient , ſy- 
NG Negli crit, Scandalous or Erroneous. 
; t me ;7 I ax this FED a AE have x75 
Sa & i 
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s jo » Villing ny Mipiſter 'within che Bounds of any, 
& , on this de" of CE FS Ta T 
: - "they shall ind need: And that this Poyer Reach 
| 

I. 


#'Presbyterians 28 well 5 others. 


|1'%'6* That they: ohall QARg 
Js adtnitted vr to Mijniſte wa 
4 to A = of the Goverainent; hoe 


on; Ihe 


Frottotwnrngh | 
Ny | he Nt NatieC Be . 
6 as becoinerh a Mfiniſtet of the G ſpel'; ofin Edify- 
« ing Gift, and whom! the Com :ffion "shall have 
« oroundeo belieye, will be''Truc' and Fairkful ts 
J* Godand the Government, and diligent in their Mt- 
1 niſterial Duties.* And that all who shall beadmitred 
* to the Minuſtry, orghall be vs to a thare in the 
®"Government , -shall , be gbli d to Own and Sub= 
J* {cnbe the' Cen afefin wth, * profeſs their Sub» 
I miſſion to, an willingneſsto Joyn | and Concur wuh 
K the Presbyterian Church-Government. .. 
«7: 'Fhnt they be ver Ontrſtg' of } jeeviring 
* formations,” againſt the hite Con 
* they ceed inthe matted of Cei _ "very *s Del 
= , ſoas none mayhave juſt caule jo cowplain,, 

#.of the ie: rAncors mans.Nas” of In- 
{* form . And that they ar den. 
s'fute, "Bur | pon. Reloviny” Libel en ce Pro» 
& bation.” 

1« 8. That this Comnys CEL egnthem,ro 
mew with Comin _— Roger irt their Com 
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bat 4l commaſten be ig all their «ldingeſ 
+, and Cenlugable p2o3ae Evſuing 


br; tmiV %G «wrt taxtiiettbu 
bat, ty 5 commyion conciovertil the _- 
| wher. next ;c Andiggale the Gtifchal Aſembl 

oF : Lotervegny,. T'ben tA GrhmiſlionaTer ermunat 
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Hg General Aﬀembly Canſiderin y_ have Are 
.,manyImporrant and weigtityAfairs, Broceſles; 
Appea peals. and Nene tapas T abled before this Atſerobly 
which. the | flembly could. pet overtake ,\for want 
"time, to CC fader- them naturely ; 5 Does rhezctore No 
minate an pi aCommiſhqgnof Miniſters ah 


El tHtation- of the whole P efics, of 
the Ont. of Tay, vit.. Mr. Rnd Ma 


7s: 2n Veitch, Mr, FO 2n Lan, Mr. .Gubraal Semple, Mr. 
rn Ale Mir. 7ames Km Mr. Widopm Avreshyae; 
Ar. Wi liam 
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' | Laitdof Oomiioun, Sir Jab» Hall Ptoyelt of Edin 
'L Sir Fabn *Riddel,* the Laird-of Greenkniows, Archibald 
"of Murr ate Baylic of Edinbargh , Famis Mclargh Dean of 


: may; 


| of Crawfdrd, the Eat Sutherland; /: the. V iſcount of 
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MrilBGlluem Hin, Me. Witham Mr.\john ts 
derfon of Perth , Mr. Alexander ;Prtcaing, Mr, Richard 
Howiſon \ Mr, George C ampbel; Mrizfobn Lawrie, Mr, 
© Merlin Mr.:!Patratk Peacock, Mr., Joba 
Mr, Michael Brace, 'Mt.; GabrelC wnngbam, 
>; urich Harners Mr: Alexander Farbes , Mr. John 
Hutcheſon, Nin, Walluahis Ecclers? Mr:Jemes etch, Mr: 
meg Mrs: 2latbemCraryford,. Mr.Hilluns 


—_—_— s; Mr. Thom xfirrefiens. Mr. am . 
drew rn R ESE 3. 4 ov Barna 
tym; Mir. William Keegy Mr. Willram Flants Mr; Robert 
arte ame! Frazer.,' Mr. Grerge Aeldrnm:ar Kil- 
ws DawvVlii#tair;' Mr. Sand ncl {Nairn , Mui Ed- 
amidſongMy James: Rymer Adiniſters: and the Barl 


Arbuvthnet ; thelordevolctay, the Lord Aberzchl;the 
b, 


Gild, George Strlng Deacon Conveener, the Laird of 
NeutÞrowers the Laird. of Aeggans, the Terd of iL.os- 
qubar, - Sir Thomas Stewarts the Laird of Glandevflonn, 

the Laird of Lammpeeuns 
Laird of Grange *(damaltoun very ur Elders :» /Kogmeet 
forcheit firſt 4Dict at: Edinburgh the. fourreenth day of 


November Tnftant »* Fifteen of them being'a Quornm, 


nd] whereof 'T er are: to be alwayes AMiniflcts: And.of 
off their Shb-Committee in the Interygl of their Quarter. 


o Meerungs, NinetÞþ be a Quorum, Six of thele being 

CI always Minifters, who only are ro-Rippen and prepare 

| Naceen fopthe Quartetly Atetings. And their next 
i!G 


E 2 Quar«= 


1Proveſt Adwir of Air; andthe 
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Quartetly Aſeeting to be at Edinbargh the Third WW 
noſaay of. / anzary thereafter! And their hext Quarterly 
Alcering tobe on the" hird Wedneſaay of April. And j 4 
efafterwards the {aid Commiſſion sha}l think @t)40 ap. Þ 

mr other Quarterly Aſectings 5 they may deasihey fo 
Expediene, With full Power torhem and thew Subs | 
Commiſhon foreiaids. to give Warrand for Citing Par, [12 
tiesupon Fifteen free: dayes. 'And the ſaid Commuſſis'| 4! 
on... bciagonly appointed, Ad OO ure & preps: 1” 

" fentpEtileſia Sraku, Therefore, The Aflembly Recomy | 
mends particularly to. the {ard ' Commiſſion ,; 'r6 take' [9 

Cognizance of, and finally determine in the particular If 

N following, ſpecially Committed aid Referred ta thethi” | 

by this Aſſembly , 'vixz. The Purging! and Planting of J® 
the City and Presþyrery of Edmbiuagh:: The. Trapipor.'] 
tation of Mr. Roberr Wy'/l»g0 Hemrbraun : The: Rroteſt' 
ot.che Herctors and People of Peebles; The Proceficy'P% 
of, Mr. Thomas Wood wr Dunbar, of Mr. Robert Sparfipoell Y'%| 

at Abbotſrule, vir. John Bowes ar Abbetthgih, V:r« Patrick) of 
Lyon at Kinghorn ,: Mr. Symon Corrpar at Duntter w hing® be, 
M?. Willamw Crawford at Laav- Kiri, Mr. James Orr > We 
Huttown, Mr. Adam. Peacdchat Morbattie, Mr. Dame.” Ah 
Urqubert at Clackmannen, Mr. George Mgnro at Dolan, Vi 

. My. Gearge: Shaw at "_— Mr. Alex auder Ireland an J** 
Fofoway and 7ullibodl , Mr. Robert Sv,;y 'ns MackertyY®: 
Mr. James Grahame at Dumfermling, My. George Graf © 

' —At Beaeh, Mr, [hn Menro at Stirling, and Mr. John Skin J5 
-- ner at Batbkenner: The Petition of the Magiſtrates of J** 
Ferth, and Reference anent Mr. John Anderſon there"! 
The Proceſſes of Mr. Wiluuns. Aliſon at Kilbocho , and'F* 
Mr. James Corper *t. Humby ; Some Refcronces of the 
&yneg 


Teneral AſdwblyarEdindirgh 1690 = ©/3þ 
Synod of Merſe and Tevivrdealt to the'Aﬀernbly, viz. 
Pnement DoQor” Canes, and another ancontMr: 
Kin ktowr ynd Mr. Jameſer's returning to their Obarges, 
or elſe to Dimit;, Andaithird anent mire Wilkem Cows 
ford Depofed:, to procure him/ſome;{vely hood, bes 
cauſc of his Age-and [nfirmity,' and ſome orhers given” 
into the Clerk; therewith from the {aid Synod: The 
2 [Afair ancnt Mg: Dancen Campbet and the Parithes of 
be | Proneey apd-Lldoape:: The Proceſs of Mr. Robert Glais 
« - 26007" any ;: The Reference from the Prey« 

# [yceric of Srrleng, -toradvice ancnt Mr. Park Coun 
aw [16 The Petitions of Mr. Vila Hamiltoun'and Mr, 
bw 1Hagh Nwber: [The Fetition of 'Mr ' Alexander Strangy * 
F/{ nent his Clerks Fies. This Commiſhon is alforo Cor-" 
e./ [1eſpond wirh the State, ancrit Faſts and Fhankſgivings, * 
{md ther Cauſes, iF the Occaſions thereof fall our Guts 
{Ing the time of their fitring: Alſorotake the Montes 

{Jr paper to conlideration, arid ſec what uſe 15 to be made 

of it : To conſider what Atts of Membly: are fit to * 
wb Printed together, and order the-ſame. "Io conſider - 
Abe form ofproceſs , being firſt Reytſed by the Lord 
Jaherachil and the.Lord' Halcrasy. And to apply to the 
os, Privy Council for tteir Civil Sandton to the obſer» 
ar} ton of tlic Faſt. And this Commiſſion-isro 


9 > A» 


Jil rhings, according tothe particular Inſtruet1 
- Aven unto them by this Aſſembly</- Andin all their Act. 


= "gs they hall be countable ro and Cenſurable by the ©. 


Siext General Aſſembly. And this Commiſhon ro Cone 
«x Fvue till 'the frit of Nove.nbernext, or the dict, that 
\& Full be appointed tor the next General Aſſembly. 
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| 5 WW. 3 veeyanſd | 
 : = General. Aſſembly[taking to, their Conſider 
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75-109 | PO nm npans, [1 
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; Commiſion fox P yatations on the Nerv (de of Tay.,; | 
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C 
tion the neceſſity:ol Purging and PlantingafghefT 
.Churches on the No-th fade EM do by hel 91 1 

_ Cleſiaſtical Authority, \Nominaty Appoint and A 
' Tize their Reverend Brethren Mr, Hagh. Kennedy; d {kr 
John Law, Mr, Williams Crichtoun, Mir, Edward enug{tf 

; ſon 'S Mr'.Robert Rye, Mr. James KR ymer, AAr. "y ne 


Frazer, Mr. Alexander Forhes,, dt. John nd Joy 
Perth, Mr. George Meldrumat Kifroming, Mr. Theme 
Ramſay, Mr. Andrew.Bowie, -Mc.. Robert Towng, | nj. 


Wilktam Legat. and Mr, William Mackie, Miniſters; Anddio | 
the Lord Viſcount of Arbycbner, the Laird ot Mey piugFre 
the. Laird of Naughrown, the Laird of Lewqubar, |apfi{6dc 
the Laird of Greenknows,.. Ruling Elders: T'ojoyn, wild 
the Miniſters and:Elders in the North @fter-mentzoneſ[cic 
Viz,Mr; John Stewarts Mr, James Urqubart, Mr. Alegaſter: 
 anderr: Dumbar, ' Mr. Alexander Frazer,, Mr. Thamdi{ien 
Hog ox:Mr Hugh Henryſon, Mr, William Mackay, Mrzand 
Walter Dtnnoon, Mr. Gear e Meldrum of Glaſty VIE, hu 
eAriour Muches, Mr, Willgm Ramſay. . Mr. Franculf 
M-lw, and Mr. John Mcullcb, Miniſters: togethetpoin 
with the Earle of Sutherland, the. Laird of Brodie, 
the Laird of Grent, the Laird of Grange Dumbar, _ 
| 7 o- _ 


Geneqal {fe mbly ad Edinburgh, 1696. 4 4t 
RJ Laird of Exght, the Laird of Cuiloden, the Laird of 
2 Datfolly, the Laird of Park's Sir John Monro, Sir- 
vi George Adonro, Sir Robert Guraor of Embo, Damid Fra- 
zer of Mame, Mr, Jon Catmmpbel of Ao! ; Hettoy 
4 | Monro of Druthmond, &lexaracr Duff of 
i; 40d Robert Martvne of Burrbrae, Ru'ing Elders: T's 
;[bea Commiſſion forV 1h1tingthe whole Presbyrefies on 
i [the North-ſide of the Water of 7 ay, In PlantingV acant 
Churches Conſtituting Elderships in Congregations, 
tebT rying & Purging out of Inſufficient, Negligent,Scan+ 
9 alous andErroncous Miniſters, by due EE of Eccles 
elfaſtical Proceſs and Cenſures,according ro the Particue 
hr Inftruftions giver) them thexeanent, an! for rhar 
eltfe;, to have their firſt Dyer of meeting, at 4berdeeng 
he Second Wednesday of Match next, and thereafter to 
{zppoint their own Dyets and Places of meeting, as they 
ike Expedient, with full Power to thetn, or their 
Jorum being ſeven Miniſters and t':ree Ruling Elders, 
adlio Iuc out Warrants for Citing of Parties uport fifteen 
wilfree dayes, to Cognaſce, ' Determine and finally de- 
ide, in planting of Vacant Churches, CE 
derships, and Trying and Purging out, all Inſuf- 
Iicients: Neuligett, Scangalous and Erroneous Mini- 
alters, conforme to the particular InſtruQtions give 
atiem thereanent. '* They being alwayes Countable toy 
Infeod Cenſurable by the next General Aſſembly of this 
AChurch ; And this Commiſſion to continue till the, 
of November next, or the Dyet. that shall be ap 
tÞvointed for the next General Allembly. 
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weredilſmifſed with Prayer, Singing of the 13 3 Plalm 
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XVIIE_ 
Commiſion for Mr. Gilbert Rule «yd Mr. David Blair | 
t0:wart upon His MajeHty anent the Aﬀarrs of this Church, | 


| Eadem Seflione. | 
| e General Aſſembly judging it Expedient, tg J 
1 fendtwoot their Number to London, to a 
his Majeſty , anent the Afﬀeairs of this Church; Doegh, 
therefore Nominate and Appoint their Reverend Bre. 
thren, Mr. Gulbert Rule, one of the Miniſters ot the 
City of Edinburgh, and Principal of the Colledge the: C 
of, and Mr. David Blar another of the Mwaſters of thel 
laid City; with al! convenient ſpeed to Repair to Lan, 
en, toattend His Majeſty for the end foreſaid : And 
Refers the Inſtructions ro- be given them , and wharg.. 
ther things Concern their Journey, tothe Commiſliggl; 
for Viſlitations on the South ſide of 7 ay appointedþ 
this Aſſembly. (| 


This Aﬀembly being Difſolved , and the next Ge. T 
neral Aſſemly appointed to be held at Edinburgh the 
Grit day of November next to COme z The Members} 


. 
: 


and pronouncing of the Bleſling, A 


Collefted, Vified and Extraed, fromt 
Records of the fazd 4fſemb ly by Mi 
JOHN SPAL DING Cle. Syn: Natrond 


F I NEE 


» bj, 4 7 —— 
PAIN di*g1 [0 f _ 


NDE X of the Unprinted eAﬀts, &c. Of the General 
= | Aſembly, 1690. 


« of 
Ul 


Lefion of Mr. Hugh Kennedy to be Moderator. 

Sefl. r. 
ontinuation of Mr. ſohn Spalding , Clerk to the late 
General Meeting, to be Clerk to this Aſſembly for 
the time. /bid. 
| t[Commitree for Reviſing theCommitſions of the Mem- 
end] bers of this Aſſembly, Ibid. . 
oexifommittee tor Overtures, References, and Appeals, 
r 1 Seſl. 2. 
the[committee for Synod-Books, and for Bills. bid. 
1&lCommirtee for Supplying the Kirks of Edinburgh, dur- 
the - ing this Aﬀembly. 1b. 

WReference anent the Purging and Planting ofthe City 
\ndk- and Presbytery of Edmburgh, to the Commiſſion to 
9:1 be appointed for Viſitations, Sefl.. 5. 

Il Declaration. by the Afoderator, that this Aſſembly 
bl would Depoſe no Incumbents,fimply for muy udp- 
4. ment, anent the Government of the Church, nor 
urge Re-ordination upon them, Sefl. 6. 
#1 The Opinion of the Afſembly, declining to ſend any 
IT Miniſters ro Northamberland, upan a Petition of 
ſome inthar Country, in reſpeCt theſe People do nor 
wt belong to this Church. Sefl. 8. 
Act dif-harging Mr. Andrew Sly the exerciſe of the 
Ainiſtry, at Falkirk, and appointing the _— 
of Linlubgow to declare the ſaid Kirk Vacant: Asa 
dilchargitig him the exerciſe of the Miniſtry, with- 
inthe bounds of that Presbytery , without the faid 
Presbyterics allowance, Sell.g. 7 3 an 


lai | 


W C1 


_y Ky 


xe- 


" AT. be Aftrof the 


AQ anent the call given to Mr. Robert" Anderſon by the dd 
Parish of Leuquvars. 1hid. 

AR declaring Mr. Arthar Mutchell Rightful Mininſte 
at T wrreff Sefl. 1.0. | 

Att Transporting Mr. George Campbel, to the Prof 
{1on of 'vinity in the Colledge of Edmburgb, andtef} k 
the Miniſtrie in that City Seff. 11, - 

Act appointing ſome Minifters ro Repair ta Dyundie * 
Sell. 12 

Act tranſporting Mr. Gabriel Semple to Jedburgh. Jad, 

ACt anent Letters to ſeveral Miniſters and Preach 
now abroad, b-longingto this Church, for their 
rurning Home. Seff. 13. $2 

Aft Reviving the Overtures of the Aﬀembly. 1649 
Sefl. 2. Anent the ordering of the Aſſembly Hou 
Ibid. © 

AQ againſt Mr. John Mckenzse, declaring the Kirk 
Kirklifloun Vacant , with a Recommendation ro 
Pres bytery of Linlithgowsto lee the fame planted, /on 

Overtures anent planring of the North. Sell. 14. 

Adct appointing ſemeMiniſters to repair to tel 
a Recommendation to the privy Council ther 
 anent. Jbid. | 

Continuation'of Mr, John Spalding, to be Clerk of 
Aſſembly, ill farther Conf deration, Sefl. 15. 


A 


 Gnding that he had Fallen from bis appeal, from the 
Presbytery of Linluhgow , by his non compe 
ance /bid. 

Eleftion of John Blar to be Agent for this Church 
Sefl, 16. 


Remy 


General Aſembly at Edinburgh. 1696. 

Reniit Mx. Alexander Herriot at Dalkeith to the Synod of Lome 
thian. Sell. 17. x 

AR Rarifiyiag the Sentence of depoſirion , paſt by theP resby- 
rery of St;rling againſt Mr, james For[yrh Elder lare Incume 
bent at St, Nzneans , for Celebrating an Inccituous Marriage. 
Sell, 18. 
Actin fayours of Mr, James Conpar Incumbent at Hambielbsd. 

Recommendation to the Com. miſſion of Parliament for P lanta- 
on of Kirks 6c, in favours of the Synod of A4rgyl. «61d. 

4; | Reference to the Commiſſion to beappointed for Viſitations on 

the South ſide of Ty; in favours ofthe Town of Perth, with 

$ an Approbation of the P resbytries procedure, in conſtituting 

a Kirk Seſlion there. 16:4. 

Recommendation to the Commiſſion of Parljament for P lanta- 
tion of Kirks. &fc. In Favours of the Town of Drumfrees.1b:d. 

Eleftion of Georges Moſman to he Printer to the Aſlem YoSefſſ.21 . 

Recommendationo his Majeſty, the Parliament, and Commil- 
fion for plantation of Karks 8&c. in favours, of the Laird and 


Recommendatien to rhe P resbytery of Dambartarn and Synod 
of Glaſgow, 11n favours of Mr. Thomas Mitchell. Ibid. 

Recommendation to the. Commiſſion for plantation of Kirks &c 

For Re-ereQting the Kirk and Parish of New-Cnmmnock. Ibid. 

{Reference in favours of the Burgh and P arish of Srexramer, and 

. the Parishes of 4-wrth and Borghtto the leveral P resbyreries, 

for applying to the Meetings in Ireland, to louſe the Iraoh Mi- 

- Niſters now ſerving in theſe Parishes 3 ro the end.chey may 

continue their ſetled Miniſters. Sefl. 22, 
\, | Reference to the P resbytery of Hameltown and Laverh, in Fa- 
74. - voursof Mr. Sameel Mowar. 161d. 

Recommendation to the Commiſſion for plantation of Kirks8& 
For Re- erecting the 'Uirk of Robertormn. [btd. | 
len At agar; the Miniſters and Elders in the Notth. who are 

to joyn with the Viſitation for that Countrey, to take lafor- 
mations , and to caule Cite Parties ahd witneſles ayainſt the 
firſt Diet of the ſaid Vititation. Sefl, 24 
Remit Mr, Forſjth Younge; to the Presbytery of Sriy- 
ling. Ihid. 
The Opinien of the Aflembly declining ro meddle in the Periti- 


lt 


Lady Hoptows for Erecting the Lead hiynes ina Parish. [bsd. . 


46 - The As of the 


' on of the Lord and Lady Cr:chroun, es being a matter Civil, 

and ſo not comeperen: to rhe Aﬀembly,. Ibid. 

+ Reference in Favours of the Parish of Glerlace to the Pregbytery 
of the bounds, to apply for loufing ſome [rssh Miniſters , as 
1m the caſe of the Burgh of franrawer.. &c. Ibid. 

The Opinion of the Aſſembly declining to medale ina Petition. $ 
of the Heretors of C 9 n- ,as being a marter Civil and In- 
competent to them. Sell. 25. 

Recommendation in Fzvours of George Moſman ancut ſome 
Books. 16:4. 

Att appointing Mr. Gilbert Rale, to Writt an anſwer to ſome 
Pamphlets. 12:4. 

A& for ſupplying the Charges of Miniſters appointed for Vilſits- 
tions in the North, 16:4, 

AX appointing ſome Mwmiſters ro Repair to the bouuds of the 
Presbyreries of Lochmaban Middictee. &c. lb1d. 

A declaring.the Sentence of Depoſition and Excommunicati- 
on paſt by the late pretended Bishop of Damblane , againſt 
Mr. William Spence to be void and Null. 16d. 

Letrer from the aflembly ro the Earle of Metr;{Lord Secretary! 
of Stare for Scotland. Sefl. 26. 

AQ appointing ſome Miniſters and Probationers to Repair t» 
the North. 15d. | 

AR appointing ſome Miniſters to the l:ke effet with the for. 
mer. 16:4, 

Commitrree for Reviſing the ats of Aſlembly. 14:4. 

Recommendation to the privy Council, for ſome Charity ro Mr, 
William Cameron one of the late Conformilts, 14:4. 

Recommendation to the Presbytery of Fdrnburgh » and the $y- 
nod of Lewthiun and Fife, in Favours of Mary Areſ{y ze. Thid- 

A& appointing the Synod Books to be {ent in to the nexr Gene 

ral aflemblv, 1:4. 


4 


-Ofthe Principal unprinted Acts of the Af- 


ſembly at Glaſgow, 1638. 


A*% conezining ſandry proteſts: 
tions between, the mil. 
fioners Grace and the members 


of the Afſembly, . 
At of Eleftion of Myr. Al:xan- 
' dey Hendtrſonto be Moderitour, 
AR of My. Archibald lobnſftown his 

admiſhon to be Clerk and his 

produ@ion of the Regiſters of the 

Kitk, which were. preſerved by 

Gods wonderful providence. 

An a@diſallowing ary private con- 
ference, and conſtant Aﬀeſionrs 10 
the Moderatour. 

The A@ kegiftrating his Majeſties 
will | Frm in by his Commiſſioner. 

The A 
teſtation againſt the difliclution 

thereof, | 

AR anent the Presbitery of Ach. 
terardoy; preſent {eat at Aberuthe 
ven for atime, 

AR anent the order of receiving 
the repentance of any penitent 
Prelate, 

AR anentthe admifſionoftMy. Archi. 

oy O——_ to = ' Advocate 
an r, Revert Dalgleih to be 
rannr oe Kirk. 

At anent the ro niporteg ol My, 


Alexander Henderſon from Lew- 
chars to Edinbwrgh, 


bearing the Aſlemblics rro- - 


: peſuien againlt ſome Prelates,and 


Aﬀt 'contsining a Commiſion 0 
fit at Edinhnrgh December, 26. * 
Another Com miſtiogto fit at Feds 
bargh Tin, 22. © PE. 
Arother Commiſſiont tot at Iry 
winl:n,1f: . 

An other Commiſſion to fit at Day» 
4 e Feb, 5. þ  W*-5 F 2 

Another Cummiſhon to fir uChan- 

r:Cand Forres, March, 19. + 

Ancther Commiſſion to fit atKirkwe 
bright, Feb, 6. | 

A Commiſſfen for viſitation of the 
Colledgs of Aberdeen, | 

A Comm fon for viſmtation of the 

Colledge of Glaſgow. _ 

AR «ppointing the Commiſhoners 
to aitend the Tarliament, and 
the Articles which th: y are to re» 
preſent in name of the Kirk to the 
Eſtates. 

Ac «ruaining the — eo 
intim1e in their ſeveral Pulpites 

the Aflzwblies explanation of 
the C onftcflicn of Faith. ad 

The AR 2:gainſt Epriſoopacy Th 
AQ «gainſ the Five Articles. The 
«Q 2gaiuſt the Service Book, The 

Book of Cannons, The Rock of C r1di- 
nation The High Comm: f9n.i. 

Ad: ©! Excom munication «nd de- 


#. of 


kk, ©E £4 & 4 


. 
—— 


Aofthem.. ders to ſit inPresbyteries, Provinci,. 
A& ordaining all Presbyteries to al, or GeneralAſſemblies,butthole 
keep a ſolemn thanksgiving in who ſudſcrives the Covenant as it 
all Pariches, for God: Blefling aad is nowdeclared,and acknowledges 
ood{ucceſs tothisAfſembly, upon * the conſtitutions of this Aſſembly. 
| firſt convenient Sabbath AQ for repreſenting ro the Parliz. 
AR warranding the Moderator and = mtnttheneceſlity of the ſtan 
Clork tp give out ſugimondsuponre- of the Procivaters place for the 
levamcomplaints,again parties to Kick. | 
compear betore the next Aſſembly. 
% 


£2 A” 
#6 Y ne” 


Index of the Prizcipal Afts of the A ſembiy at 
Edinburgh, 163 9, not Printed. 


Tra 


— 


g Myjeties Gommil- 


Ele&ion of Maſter DavidDuckaov fented tothe enduing Parliament. 
" Modorgior, | The regout of ahe Camminoee ap- 
The Kings Majeſtics Cammilſ- poinzged for examination of the 
Lav ens, nnd the alemblice Declas Booklled. The Kings dhamſele, 


rations anent the Aflembly of or Declaration. 


The Covenant or Confeſfion of 


"= -— dh. ng” * IF dzoying of ſo 
der Li | AQ anent +<&zo yu me 
Dwnkeld, of Epilcopacy. Kirks in the Uq of Bowe 20 the 
Commi fox vilitation of the Freabytery of Denwne. 
Univerſity of Ss. Andrews, AR adjoyning ſame Kirks in the 


Univerfity of Glaygeow, * vincial of Kilmorre, / 
Aſk zeviving former As againt Commiſkon for viſiration of-the 
going of Salt-pans 0B the Sabbath Colledge of Aberdesr. 
—_ Commiſkon to the Pregbytery of 
AR tor drawing up of a Cate= Edinburgh, 


— 


_—__— 
— 


At. 
—grn—_— 


Index of the Principal As of the Aſſembly at 
Aberdene, 1640, not Printed. 


Leftiop of Maſter IF WE AR anent Charmers. 


Ramſay Moderator, AA renewing of a former Ad 
- OUS Prophaning of the aaade agiintt Priors and Abbots. 
abbath, 


0 Com 


of depofition only againſt fome AA that none bechoſen as RulingE!-. 


| chiſme. Nj 
Fatle of Traquais. Alticles and overtunes to. be pae-' 


for vilitation of the Jhes of Caill and T yrie, 1ovhe Yre- | 


A 
R 


if 


m 


. Commiſſion for /attending 


$ FaTrh0. 


"2 A Þ 


—_— KG p 
Com million anent t Provinih0 
Roſs. . F «4 
Commiſſion ' anent the PFresbytery 

of Kirkwall. | 


AR anent the Presbytery-ſcat of 


Selkirk. 

Report of the Vifitors of the Univer- 

ty of Glaſgew, and a new Com» 

miſſion of Viſitation of that Uni- 
verſity. 

AR anent the carriage of Mini- 
ſters. HR, 

AR ..anent the ordezing of Family 
exercMe. | 


the | 


x LX, s 
AR forRuling Elders keeping of 
Presbyteries. + 
AR anent Magiſtrates being Mem- 
bers of Kurk Seffion, + _ * \ 
Approbation of the ptoceedings of 
the Commiſſioners appointed to 
attend the preceeding Parliament, 
AR anent aboliſhing of Idolatrous 
Monuments. . 
AQ anent *aboliſhing of idole-. 
trous Monuments in and about 
Aberdene. 
The report 


of the Viſirors of the 
Univerfiry, of A4bzrdene. , 

Commaitlion viſſting the Vni- 
verſiry of Aberdme, 


Index of the Prmcipal Afr of the Afeembly 


. holden at St, Andrews, and Edinburgh 1641 - 


not Printed. 


[s--Majeſties  Commilon to 
Fohn Eutle of Weems. 
A Letter from the Parliament. to 
the General Aſſembly. 


| Att anent the centinuationof Maſter 


Andrew Ramſoy Moderator. 
His Majelties Lettes tothe Aſfſem- 


F 
' AR anent' the tranſlation of the 


Aſlenibly from St, Andrews to 
Edinburgh. 

EleAion of Maſter Alexander Hen- 
derſon M oderzor. 

Declaration . of the Aﬀembly a- 
nent the tranſlation thereof to 
Edinburgh, 

AR for drawing up one Catechiſme 
one Confeſſion of Faith. dire&ory? 
of publick worſhip and form of 
Kirk- government, | 

anent | Maſter Andrew Ram- 
ſay's delivery to the Clerk the 
Books, Warneſiu-book, and others 

- which he received at Aberdene. .-- 

Overtures anent tranſ ion . of 

; Minifters, and . plantation , of 


$chooles, recommended to be ad- 


Py 


viſed by Syriods, : 
Aeferenceto the' Parliament anent 
the Kirks of Dunkeld. : 
AR anent Maſter David Calderwood, 
Commiſſion anent erecting 04 a 
Presbyrery in Brgy. | 
Coinmiffionfor vitation of Orknay 
and Zetland, c 
A& anene bringing of the Synod 
books to the Aſſemblies.  _... 
Reference from the Parliament - 
anent a Band and a Paper calleda . 
Manifeſfte. ; v 
AR nent the deleting of the Ettrle 
of Traquaivs Declaration out'ot 
the Books of ſecret Councel. * . 
Report of Ovyertures made anentrhe 
Planiation of Kirks in the High-lards. 
Commiſſion" for 'viſicatioa of the 
Univerſity of St, Andrews. 
Commiſſion for viſitation of the 
Univerſity of Glagow. 
Commiſlion to attead the Parlia- 
ment. 
Reference to thatCommiſſion anent 
the Prebrny of Sky, 


w 
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Index of the Principal Mts of the Afi:m bh 


. 'bolden at '*£ Andrews, z7. July, 164 
not Printed 


H* MajeſtiesCommiſſion grant= viling of ſome Synod Books, and 
"1 ed to Charles Earle of Own. the Afſembliesapprobation. 


fermlins, _ | AQ forgiving tranſumpts of the 
Eleftion of Maſter Robers Dong/as Covenant and Band, bY 
Koderator, At for ſeading of General AQsuf 


Acceptation of the Conim:iflon  Aﬀemblies-to Synods. 
-; #poin the Scorres Kirk at Cormphire, ARincat Fames Murray, 
" F$rinted to Maſter I !1:«» Sp»ng, Reportofthe Committee of xe 
AR renewing thc Conim' Hons for oi the proceedings of the 
Viſitation 0: iheUniverſities of Sr, miſſionersof the laſt Aﬀſembly ap» 
Andrews, and G!:ſyow. - p6ince/! roatrend the Parlame 
'AR arieat delivety ot the 11/6 con- .witheertain overtures of the Al+ 
tribution to the recerverg appoint- ſomblics approvation thereof, 
- 3 $d bythe-(coret Counchh, ** with tie double of the Signator of 
AR aneat Idolatrous moaumentsin © $00 lib ſentto his Majeſly. . 
R#thwwadll, Com :nmifliog for viſitation of Orkney 
AQ aoen: the Bogks of the Presvy- _. and £e'(and, Oy 
teries, is our Acmiy that'wentra Reterence to the Commiſion of 
land, | '__. this Aſſembly, anent the*choice 
AR nent the planting of the Kitk of of aty Minilterto go ro Ire{and, in 
Kilwinn'n lace oi ary of the fix 3p inted 
Commiſſion anent the erecting ofa Hy itns Aſſ-mbly co that cffeR, in 
-. Pregbytery ma Jiggan, . + . caſe they or any. of them be 
A repealing the At of the Synod "impededby fickneſsor death, 


/ ., of Galloway concerning: the tiyal Kecammendation of the les, Anat 
ofAtual: Miniſters. | dail, Eſtdail, Liddesdail, &c. fot 
ffrof 500, Lib. Fresbyteries of Lochmaben, and 
At for ſending of ExpeQants to  N*whre, forwant ofa Civil Ma+ 
-: dveland, and tor « Commiſtion giſtrare, to the Commiſſion for 
1 £0 be drawn up to ſome Miniſters Flantation of Kicks, aud ſecret 
tw go ences, ;..... .-, * -* Councill, ReſpeF:ve, 
Recommendation totheMarques of Reference to the Commillion of 
Argy'/e anentPatrickEgertie Prieſt, ,, this Aſſerably for planting of the 
and all other Prieſts, orſayers of - Kitksof Edinburgh,” 
Maſſe in the North lles, or withis A@anent Maſter Colvils invitation 


the þounds of his Juſticiarie. 8 St. Andrews, Shag: 
AR anent the reponing of Maſter Commiſſhon anent the plantinggf 
GilbertP ower, the Landwart Kirks of St, Av 


AQ forputtiog the Overtures anent *- drews, 
m1intaining of Bugſars im every References and Overtures, and the 
Presbytery in prattice. Aﬀemblics anſwer thereto, 
Report ofthe Commiſſion for re- Reference 80 che Commiliion - 


{ 


The Kings Declor:tion anent the want of Kirksand Schooles: of the. 


YM 
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this Aſſembiy anent MaſterF ame: 
Fairlre, 

Reference to the Commiſſion of 
this Aſſembly anent he planting 
of the Kirk of Dundie. ' 

Ovectures anent the Kirk of Cam- 
phire, 

Recommendation to theMagiſtrates 

of Glaſgow anent myndays market. 


"I ND 2 Xx 


AR nent givingin tothe Clerk the 
li of ExpeRaats.. 

AR giving power and liberty to Sir. 
Archibald Fobnft»#n Procurator fgr 
the Kirk, and Clerk:to the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, to adjoyne any to 
himſelf, ertodepute any in theſe 
Offices whom he hall think fir. . 


3 
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Index of the As of the :_Aſſembly holden 


at 


Edinburgh, 1643, #0f Printed. 


He Kings Majeſties Commilſ. 


' fion to Sir. Thomas Hope of _ 


Craighall Knight, His Majeftics 
Advyocare. | 6 
Ele&ion of Kaſter Alexander Hen- 

derſon, Moderitour. 
Appointment of Maſter John Scor, 
' Whowas ſent from thePregbytefio 
In the Scottiſh Army in refand, 
to be preſent in the Aſſembly 
every Seffion | 


| Queſtions propounded by the Mo- 


derarour, to ſome brethren in 
the Notth, anent ſeme Papiſfts 
there, and their anſwer chereun- 
ro, 

Commiſſion for viſitation of the: 
Univerſity of St. , Andrews, _. 
Letters from Maſter William Spang, 

Miniſter of the Scots Kirk at Cam- 
phire, with atceſtations of ſome 
Dutch Kirks, anent hanging of 

Fenſils 1n Kirks, &c. 


AR for Summar Excommunicati. ' 


on of Adam Abercrombie. 
Approbation 'of the depoſition of 

Maſter F+hn Forbes, With an or- 

dinance for his Subſcribing the 

Govenant. 

eſtions from the Presbyte 


Hadingtonn, with the Aſſemblies 
/ reſolution theredf, anent Sir Fobn 
$earon, and his Daughter. ” 


- Approbation ofthe Lord Marg 


of 


A3 _ the 


Approbation of the 2dvice of the 
Commiſſioners of the late Aſ- 
ſembly at St. Andrews; for ndt 
Printing two Atsof the laſt Al- 
ſembly held at Aberdene, 

Aptobation of the Lord Martland 
his Faichful- diſcharging - rhe 
Commiſſion given to hum by the 
late Aflembly at St. Andrews 
for repairing tothe Kings Majeſty 
and Parliament ot England, &c. 

Commitrtee —— to meet 
with the Englih Commiſſioners. 

Power of ColleQory.' tro Maſter 
Robert Dialgheſb, of the annuity 
of 500. lib, Sterling granted by 
his Majeſty ro the” Kirk. : 

ueſſe 


of Argyle way , Ow OE Eo- 
nald Mackronald Prick. ' 

Approbation of the Laird of 'Birtcs. 
boge, for aPprehending Fohn Kobe 
ſon Priefh. ; | 

Renounciatiation | of the unlawful 
Band, confarme to the ordi- 
nance of the Aſſembly at Eaine 
burgh. 1641. 

Recommendation anent the cap» 
tives in Argiers. 

Approbation 'of Maſter Alexander 
Henderſon his Faithful and wiſe 
carriage in diſcharging of the 
Commiſſions givea to him by . 


wo 
=— 
” 
0 . 
” 


fey + nr vg gram woes the 1ae 
-Allembly, tor to His Ma- 
Comments Jam lame 


Reports the Committee appaint 
ods meerwih the Engliſh Chm- 
miſlivoens:. 


Koport of chd Commiintoe - - nag" 
oc for tryiag the Pregbyrery 
rarities the Afr able ”y 

y— ad monition and” pub- 

ick rebuke of the ſeveral bre- 
thren of th. fresbytery reſpetirve 
accotding to their behaviours, 


-- 


AN 
Grahaw, With the ordinance. . 
are- Commiſſioners of» that 


FW Th fot» his Aſemb- * 


f Betommenduion to the's 
: Perth for ; zecanciling the. dit- 
ferences .amongſt the brethren 
of thatPregtbytery. 


"OS vs 
ecommendation of the deſire of 
Sir Fobn Crawford of Kylburnie 


- Garten. 
Anent DoRone Howtres papers. 


ſent from. the Minifter of the 
© - $cotvich Kick vx /Cormpbhire, 
-Recommenvtiin 40 him, to urge 
" \the fubſcridingief the Covenant. 
- De jon' of Maſter Andrew 
ogie. 


. Erection ofa 7 predbytery It Bigger, . 


unto. 

' Ref+trence of the matter betwixt the 
Partthoners of Clozbarn &c..:and 
the Predbytetic of Ponpont, to the 

= nod of Drumfreig. . 

Re 


rence of the Petition of Dwun- 
'ſceir to the Commils, Pal. for 
Plantation of Kiiks. 

Recommendation znent the Kirk 
of Carwbie, to the Prodbytery of 
$t. 4dudrows, 


'T ND £X' 


fen - of Maſter Fohn- + 


for debarring the Minifters who- 


Fublick/ rebuke of Maſter IG 


Y night,co the Frosbytery of Dum- 


ARtanent the defice of the Letters 


ow" with i fuſpenGen of catry there- 


Remirt, anent. Treflat ipy 


ancnt 'Roctr Lindſay ot Maine 


his Excommunication{with a Re 
commendation to..the Conyes- 


tion of Eſtates Concerning ith, - 


Recommendation to the Cotiven. 
fin of Eftares, anche Ferlſons Ex. 


. communticate 
\ Commiſſion for videation ofOrkaey, 
Zetland:; &c. 

AR anent the Kirk.of Stracatbye, 
Recommengatiop 2nent GIN © 
rk «t Seatoinh,; © \ 
n—_ to the: Commiſſion tohe 
d by, this Aflembly, for 
the publick affairs of this Kutk 
' hor providing the Univerſey of 


ef % | Aber done with a Profeliour 
boned of ; 


" Fikity. 
Reference to the Gd Cain 


s. 


for providing aTroteflour ofDi} 


vinity to the Univerfuy of St. At 


drews. 
- Committee } agprones. to. 
'with the i Commi 


the papers Frelenned, Ll 


pon 
them - the Afl 
45, of Augefh, Soy. neon 


| Committee to conferre alſowithd 
Commitgee of the. Coneagied 
of Eſtzces thereanent. 

Ordinance that Maſter __ 
' Henderfony Maſter Darn 
wood, and 
.;Make fome - forms 
_ thepublickDireQory forWorl 

an he for proceeding wit Fe 


Commiſion rojerkd to 
Aiy for 


. Drus.' 
£9 to the Synod of Bramfrict 


Mafier Dorf Lf Dickson, , 


es again | 

fck rs Gegone liam Cnc. 
at 
particuls rs cance 


ning the Parechiners of Stan c 


kirk, &c. 
Tryal of the Synod Books. 


Approbarion of the AR of the Lt} 


conceraing the 
camed to Sit Archibald F 


rocurator forthe Kirk, and Glerk 


tothe Alembly. 


-4 


Recom- 


"JF - concctging .2 Collegue. tq the 
1'Y * MinWHet of Dremfrics, wo the 
. Commiſſioners of Parliament for 


Plantation of KLirks, » 


e 


ts ' Recommendation » Gs onge of - 
Lowithian; tomy iags }. - 
f Pecb 


n-J. ofthe Fiesbytery . 0 les, in 
"admiſſion ot Maſter Fobn Hay to 
.the Kirk of F eobles. 
Reference of Maſter Jobn Mackeinte 
' to the Comamaillion of the Gene- 
LES __ inſt the ? 
r proceeding 2gam res- 
; byeexy of Sky, far not. keeping 
Synod 


Recommendation tothe Lord Mar- 

- quaſcof Argy(e, to move the ryl- 

dy _ ing Elderg10 Argyte, to be mere 
Cilerrant oft Presbytexics and, 

\, |. Syuods. ; 

ils. } Recommendation to the Lord Mar-: 

Di-J. queſte Argyle for planting Lo- 

AY} quhaber. . 

"Y 1 ey ag fot ſypreſling at $#6- 
" Synods F-2 

| Qrdicance far deleting an A& of 

Wh the Synad of Murr. 

the 

Qq 

) 

pr 


oh 


4 
L 

be 
for 
rk, 


Reference ancot the oxdex of Tryal 

. of Synods, Presbyterics, and 

. Xirks, with a recommendation 
for uſing the orders {et down im 

' the Aſlemblies 1638, and 1602. 
in the interim, 


44-} Commiſſion for planting the Kirks. 


of Edinburgh. ” 
emit to the Presbytery of St. An- 
drews, ancnt the Kirk of Largo, 


| Fairlie, to the Commiſſion of 
this Aﬀlembly. 

Recommendation anent the By 
given in by Will:axs ]anſon Printer 


TS in Amferdam. 
Reference avent Maſter Robert 


pointed 10 Grit Ay. 
Keportand ation of rhe pro- 
' ceedings of the Commiſſion of 
vifcation for the Univerſity of 


| 6% /£oW, 


INBIX 


| Recommendation of the -matter Commiſion for Viſieation .of thas 


Recommendation of Maſter James 


_ Fleirwing to the Commiſſion ap-, 


| Poiverlxie, . 


* 


Koi of the Commigee znene tha 

diſtrefled People in ircland; 

Recommendanon to the Commitl@ 
liners of the-Genetal Aſſembly, 


As tyent James Atay roy. 
Recom mead ation of 

Brews, - ,- 
Commilſlioa to the P 


-Edanbwrgh, for big :dqmviicn 


the Ewe of Irwines 


to iu &t Edniwrygh ane EX 
peQantsto goto laghtae, 


z 
Raborr 
of 


Repoit of the Commirtee aneat the. 
receiving aud dilgentng of his 
receipts of the amanine of fire 


h undzee pouns ering, 


approbation thereof. 
Report oftihe Cam mittee 
ed 10. cankder the 


6+. and 
oings 


ftronathe Conimiaffion ofthe tate 


AR, tor Mafer - Andrew 


% 


" Aberray. 


Manifter it Evdee, his exezcite of 
| biscalling of the Miniferie, and 

for rcejeQing honours, &'s In- 
. compatible wit h that cabling, 


Recommendation of 


Alafter Wi - 


ham Bennee Miniſter at Ancrawp, + 
to abſtain ffom ewil- Couns «ad 


Meetings, & e, 


Recommend ition to the Commil- 
foners of the Aſlembly forwyal - 


if any Excommunicae Tapifty 


in the 
France, Fc. 
Recommendation of 


Lebuſftewn, 


Scoqilh Keginieats im 
Maker Jowes 


Reference of Tillifru:bie to the 
Presby terie of Edinbargh, 


Recommendation 
Gag:es monification. 


Laird 


Recommendation of Maſter Alex- 


ander Trotter, 


Recommendation anent the dif... 
Te I 

] t0 den fey 
Pazochine. - "bE 
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Index of 
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the As of the 'Affembly bolden off: 


Edinburgh, 1644, #t Propred. 


"1 LeRion of Mafter Fames Bonar 
| Modermor. Se, I _ 
Continu-rion of the decifon in the 

tion concerning the Commil- 
y _ from Cra!l, untill the appel- 
lation be diſcuſſed. 16, - 

Appointment of Committees for 

Rills, Keports, &c, Sefþ, 17. 

A Letter from the Presbytery atthe 
Armie concerning ſending Mini- 
ters unto them. 16, | 

A Letter from the Presbyterie in 
Ireland, Ib. » 

The Aﬀcmblies thankful reſent- 
ment of the E. Lowthians fuffer- 


, 1b, . 

The defire of the Convention of 
Eftates, to quicken the ptoceed- 
ings ot the Aſſembly, and the Aſ- 

. ſemblies Reſolutions thereinto, 

'* Seff,, 111. 

Reference tothe Commiſſion to be 
appointed by the Aﬀemn bly, for 
preſenting Overtures, As, &c. 
to the Parliament. 76, 

Renovation ofthe A@ of the pre- 
ceeding Aftembly, tor planting 
the new Collecge of St, Au- 
drews, Ib, + 

Ref. of Denmures Bill: 

Ref, of Aytexrr: Bill, 

Committeeto conſider ſome Over- 
cures concerning Univerſities and 
Scnooles. Seſſ, IV. 

Commiſgon granted to Mr. William 
Cockbwyn, & Mr. Hugh Mackel for 
the firſt 3. Moneths beginain g the 


*.c* Aug, nex!; to Mr, George.. 


Dick, and Mr, Jon Dick, the next 
3. Moneths, and to Mr, John 
Leving foun,and MrsThoma; Wylie 
for the Laſt' z, Moneths, to repair 
to the North 01- Ireland, bearing 
the ſame power granted to the Per- 


Ref. tothe Commuſſion' for plaiits 


ſons inted for that imploy: 

_ by the preceeding Aſn. 
y. 1b. 

Renovation of the Commiſſion for 
(ending ExpeRantsto Ireland;iy; 

Recom, .of Sir John Weemes of 
Bagze, his Bill. 76. 

Commiſſion tor viſitation ofOrkay} 
Zetland,C aithneſs, Sutherlandand 
Roſſe, to Maſters William F alcontr, 
and Murde Mackeive,ie, ud 


 cAlexandty Brodie of thatlIlk.- / 


AR for, M. Georgs Halyburtowy 
going to the Army. 16, 
Repert of the, Lords of Exchequer 

their promiſe concerning pay: 
ment of ſome of the = M 
the Annuitie of ,5o0. Lib, 16... 
AQtand Reference coticeining Mg 
James Wood, 1b. - 
Reference to the Commiſſien of 
this Aſſembly concerning the Pi 
pers picſented by -my Lord W# 
riffeus, which were direQed t 


the Commiſſioners of the pte-Y 


*cceding Aﬀembly, Sg, V, 


ing the New Col:cdge of Aber- 
deen, 1b, 
Transportation of Mr, George Leſlu 
eo the Kirk of Leslre, 16. | 
A concerning the planting of the 
* Kiik ef Syres, 16, X 
Ret. of the Counteſs of Kinnewlu 
Bill to the Commiſſion. 16. 


AR concerning Mr, Andrew Mar-. 


ray Miniſter at Ebd:e, 16, | 
AG and Ref. concerning the pluat- 
10g of the Kirk of Lamingtown. 18, 
P.ef. tothe Commiſſion of the Af 
ſembly concerding Overtures for 

. Urfveclities and Schooles, &* 
If, VI, 


ve 
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| Recom. to the ſaid Commiſſion hnow 


r'” Dp Li & : 


"IT fef. £6 the faid Commiſſion for Lettet from the Presbytery at the / 


olanting the Kirk of a berdemngth, Army, with a Reference"to ths 
Indiftion of 4 Faſt, 16, | Commuſlion concernitg' the re» 
Renovation of the appointment of * firaihtoftrenſporting Women ta 
the preceeding Aﬀefhably for the Army. 76. + - ** ' 
framing + DireQory for Worſhip, Ref rothe Commiſſion of Aſem 
and for Tryal of Synods, Preſ- * ly concerning the Letters from 
byteries, and Kicks. ,{6 the Commiſheners at London,&c. 
AR for'the Clerks ſubſcribing the and concerning the Paraphriſe of 
deliverance of the Committee ot the Pſalmes ip Meeter. Ibid. 
Bills for Charity to the diſtreſſed Ref. of my Lord THer's Bill rs the 
People of Ireland, 16, ſaid Commiſſion. 16:d, \ 
Ref. to the Commiſſion for confi- A& cencerning Mr. Alexander 
- dering the formes ahd draughts Trotter, 1b. EP . 
- of Commiſſions for Viſitation of Ref, of Margaret Thojw/ons Bill to 


- Univerſities. 16. : the Commiſlion of Aſlembly. 76. 

AR recalling two As of Cemmil- Remit;of the Presbytery of | Ux4ane 
ſion for Viſitation of the Univer- rardour, conccrning the tnatter 
fityof S. Andre\us. 16, of Mr. William Cook, 1b 


Recom. to the ſaid Commiſſion Tranſplantation of Mr. Williams 
concerning confirmation of Mi- Rar to grechen, 16. : 
niſters Books in their Wives Te- Ordinance to the Miniſters of the 

» taments. 16, Dy of Peebles - their, ac« 

edgment of their diſobegi- 
concerning Witches and Chat= enceto the Att both of the Ge- 
mers. 16. x neral and*Provincial Aſſemblies 

Ref. of the Overtures of the S'"nod ijnadmining Mr. Fob Hay, upo 
of Murry to the ſaid Commil- their knees before the Provincial 
fion, 1b. - of Lowthian ; And approbation of 


ecom of D. Adam Stuart, 16. the Diſſenters; with Mr. Fob 


Renovation of the A@ concerning Hayes; Declaration, and.the Aſs 
James Murray. Seſſ. wit. ſemblies Ordinance for his {ub - 
Continuation of the Commiſſion ſcribing a particular Declaragipre 
ot the preceeding 4fſembly ap- concerning the ualawtulvels of 


ointed to fit at Arr, 1h. Epiſcopacy, 16. | 
concerniug Mr. Robert Peirſoy Ref. concerning! the Kirk of Leſ- 
Miniſter in Orkney, 16. mahago to their Provincial. 6. 


Recom. of the Lord Gasks Bill, 6. matification of the Contra -he- 
AR concerning the Kitrks of Aber- twizt Famis Maxwel of Inrgr- 

chirdowr and Ennerkethenne, 1b. weeks, and Mr. Fobn Macghre, 
Ref. of Mr. Alex. Petries Letter to concerning the augmentation of 


'. the Commiſſion of Aﬀembly./s* the Miniſters Proviſion at Divrles 


AR concerning the repoſition of town, and of the As of Presbys» 
. Mr. Fohn Maxwel ſometime Mi tery and Synod thereauent. 1h. 
niſter at Glaſgow, with an Ordi- Kef, from the .Presbytery- of Ha 
nance for his ſubſcribing-a pattt® 8 qdrngrout, ' and the Aſſemblies 
; oo PEO of he unlaw- wers, 16. Y 2d 
fulneſs of Epiſcopacy. 16. A for the Presbytery of Erfilr 
Ref. of my Lord Seatons Bill to the furnigiing of Mivifiers ns 
Commiſlion of Aflcmbly. 18, & ſcr of (refes Regimzewsy =d 
OF 


"2 


. 


Thomas, Donaldſon. 16. / 
AR for the Presb. of Dalkeith ſeyd- 
ing a Miniſter to La- Ridzres Re- 


a tet. _— 


| "FN DE. X.; 
for ſending forth proſextly Mr.. Ref. to the Commiſſion of 


ſembly of the deſires and on | 
' turc30f Carthnes, 16. ; 
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INDEX of the ACTS of this Aﬀemily 
holden at Edinburgh. 1645. not Pronged, 


"He Remanſirance fent to the 

Kings Majeſty from the 
Commiſſioners of the preceding 
Aﬀembly , concerning the Dyes 
and occaſion of che meeting of 
this &ſlembly. ' 

EleRtion of Mr. Rebers Donglas Mo- 
derator. tb, 1, thi | 

Report Of Mr. Robert Baillie, and 
Mr. Geo. Gilleſpie, of the 'pro- 
ge of the Treaty for Unifor- 

lily, Sefſ: 2. - © 9a SHES 

Appoiarmene of Conimittees for 

© the Direory, and for Bills, Ap- 
peals, &c. 16. 

Ref. of the Petitions from Ireland 
tothe Committee of Bills, Sef. 3. 

Lerter to Mr, James Marin 'for 
ntimating the Depolation of Mr. 
WP #am Barclay. 1h. 

ARs appointing Mr. Fames Naſmith 
to attend the Lotd Monigomeries 

" Regiment; Mr. Arthur Gran- 


er, Lieutenant General Baillie, 


is Regiment; ' and Mr. Thomas 
Wilkie to the Earl of Lothians 
Regiment, #6. 
Ref. of the Lord GeneraPs Letter 
tothe Presbytery of Edinburg» 16. 
Ref. of the Petition of Mr. Famer 
Hamilton's Wite' to the Com- 
mirtrec for the DrreQRory . 16. 
Recommendation to the FParlia- 
ment for Miniftess Joſles, Sefſi4. 
Committee concerning Burſars, 76, 
Commmitree to coater With the 
Lagd Ogilyge, Seff. $» 


Invitation of all who had ſcruple 


A ordaining the Presbytery of KH. 
milrown ro' proceed againſt Mr, 
Fohn Rae tor reiuling the Corte. 
_ With - OR far 

intothe C the repoit 
ME Fo bn Hamltouns ſubſerib. 
ing the Covenant, and of rhig 
Excommunication of D, Hamil. 
frown. | 

A&% Ellcnergivg the rekx:tion of 
Nath Gordown , with 2 reference] - 
concerning the lame to theſ* 
Commiſſioners of this Aflemb- A 
ty. 1bi4 y 0 

Commntee for examining the wit-f| | 


neſſes againſt My. John Toberrſon, x 
nant of the three Tio yoony R 
nance 'of the 'Confiniffion -4 Y 
of the Ordinarices, and the 
ot, &c. 1b, 

Committee appointed to ſpeak with] | 
my of Ireland; 16, | 


and Mr. fFokn Fife, Ib. 
The Solemne' League and Coye 
(which 15 not here printed , 
cauſe 3Ilready printed by Ordi- 
+ Afﬀembly 1643. and univerſe 
(ubſcribed) with an Approb 
gence of the Commitfionery off - 
Aſſeinbly for receiving rhete- 
Committee concerning Cot. Ae \ 
skints Regiment. Sefſ. 6. vh 
'Col. Monro, concerning Lettenf , 
. ſent from the Officers of the Ar 
Committee for ex2mining witnel- 
' fesagainſt Mr, Fames Oliphant. Ih, 


R 


I 


con 


I'N D 

._ concerning the Di , 20 ad- 

" drefs themſelves to . that. Com- 
mittee, with a reference to the 

ſaid Commatree dice. of th ani- 
formity of pr«ftice e Di- 
rectory in this Kirk. 

Committee to iy with the 
young Laird of Dr#wm. 16. 

Appointment of Mr, Hugh Hender- 
ſon to Col Stwarts egiment. 
Se 

Yr. Et. /Me for hearing, Mr. ames 
Wood, ard the Comm ers 
from .$, Andrews abd Aber- 
dene. 16, 

Recommend 2rion of _ Barbars 
_  Meins Fetition w the Patlia- 
ment. 16. 

Kecommiendation to the Palia- 

,. ment concerning th e my in 

'" Ircland. 
gona again of al that had 
| {cruples or doubts. cCOncemming 

18 - © Bire&tory , to addreſs them 
" felvesto the Committes for re- 

* ſolution. 6. 

I Recommendation to the Patlia- 

- meant of the Petition of the Ro- 
'ſpitalot Leith, Seſſ. 8. 


Lf 


l 


T2: part DS 


ment of the Petition of the Kirk 
Drummen* Ib. 

Refer: of the Petition from. the 

\ Northweſt parts of /reland to the 
Committee of Bills. 16, 

Recor. for a charitable  upply ts 
the 'pcople in and about. Bor- 

ro wſtounieſ; , viſited with the 
plague. 16. 

Tranſportation of. Mr, Fames Woed 
to S. Andrews, 16, 

Commiſſion for Maſters Alex- 

 ander Blair Miniſter Ne Galhtoun, 
Robert Hamiltoun Miniſter at 

| Baltentrac, to go to Jrelard for 

* the ficſt three Months, beginning 
the firſt day of Fuly. Mr. Samuel 
Row Miniſter at . Kirkywabrek, 
Mr, Alexander Levingſtown Mi- 
Ker at Carmichacl for the next 


Q< 
5 
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Recommendation to the Parlis-' 


EV If 
three . Months, . 


fiſt ay of I t) _ 
Kill: arne, beginning the 

game Rogumdhc of H «. 
ments. 7s, 


'H Colwart Miniſter at ' 
a 2s Henry Semple ne 
anharymext, Sef. y 
A& for\Miniſters tg the Earl 
e abſolvitour of Mr. 
chrown, th. .. 
Ad torNinifters to the t. hag 
and L. K:rkendbrights 'Regi- 
Committee for Colon. Arrohines 
Regiment. 


Commutee align ng 
Laigdof News Son, an 
theix x -— ny 

The Dir Gory 4p publick Wor- 


io the three LS, Ib. 
nine preſenting the 
ory tO the Pazliament. 16, 
AR me planting the Kizk of Tar- 


LEO appointed to affiſt the 
Hi given ings the Parlia- 
ment,  jox trying and executi 
ſome Witches b ches. Seſſ 11 "» 

Cemoretn ner Len. ;vide young 
Drum, 

Refer, tothe Commiſſion at Egin- 
burgh, for planting the. Kick of 
Hamiltown. 16, 

Exemption of Mt. Alexander Bal- 
naves, from going to Kerkewd- 
brights Fregiment. 46. 

Refer: to the Commiſſion at Edin- 
burgh, tor Pay the. Kirk of 
Mawchline, 1b. 

Comminee appointed for conſide- 
ring the beſt means for planuing 
the Kirk and new Colledge at 
«Aberdene. Ib. 

My Lord Anguz, and the Laird of 
Lammingtowns ſubmiſſion to the 
Aſſembly, with the Aficmblies 
determination , conceming the 
planting of the Kirk of Lemming 

" Town. /þ © 

Recom, cf Mr. Andrew Macghie to 

bz _ the 


Committee 


- Rec6om.. concerntn 


Is 3 T 4 N D E X," 


» the Presbytery of Hading town, Th, 
Reeom: of Mr. Will:am Towng to 
the Presbytery of Glaſgow; 16, 
| enew Kirk 
- -of Carsfarne to the Parligment. 

Ib. 4 
| uppointed to conſider 
of che wiy ft erioting Mr. Rob, 
Boyd of Trochrigs Works, 16. 
Ref yto the Commiſſion at Edin- 
bideh, for reviſing the Labours 
- of a Brother, upon the continua- 
tion of the Hiſtory of this Kirk, 
: and therexfter to cauſe Print them 
with conſent of the- Author. 16, 
Approbaiton of the Report , con- 
_ *cerning the injuries done to Mr. 
Fobn Burne in Londen Derie, with 
a Recom. thereof ro the Parlia- 
ment,*ind a Letaer to the Com- 
- miſfoners at Londen. Seſſ; 12. 
Two Aits concerning fames Mur- 
Fay. » 4 
Appaintment of the Commiſtio- 
ners of Prebyteries, to give in 4 
liſt of the Excommunicate per- 
, fons within theix bounds to the 
Clerk. 16. 


Cominittee for 'affiſting the Peti- , 


on to the Parliament, for ghe ne- 
ceſlities of the Army in /reland.lb 
KRecom. - of Mr. Fohn Williamſou 
to the Presbytery of St. An- 
erews, 1b. | 
Try-1 of the Books of the Synods of 
Lothian, Dumfreit, Gl: aw, Aber- 
den. and Roſs, which were only 
coduced. 1b. % 


' Admiſſionof the Excuſes for nov 


i 


- produRtion of the Books of Fife, 
' '(Anegns, and Perth, Ib. 
Recom. of Sir Fames. Fopes Peti- 
i tothe Presbytery of Lanrick, 
Ib..." . | 
Recom. to the Parliament, concer- 


- ning - Suſpenfions' ag2inft Mini- . 


fters md Univerlities, Ib. 
Recom. of Mr, Thomas Boyd to the 
Presbytery of Glaſgow, Ib. 


Recom, of Mr. Fobu Bruce to the 


Parliament and £ommilſlon, faj 
Plantation of Kirks. Ib. 

Recom. of the Vetitign of the Sy- 
no1 ok, Galleway to the Partly 
ment, c oncernips Tho, M:ck eel, 

Recom. of the Fetition of the Inhu! 
birants of the Chanrie of Roſs th 
the Farhament, -ard to the Coms» 
miflion for planting of Kirks. 16, 

Recom.ot the Petiti of of Mr. Arch 
bald Maccorguodill Student in $ 
«Andrews, io D. Colill Ptofeflor 
of Divinity there. 1b, 

Recom. of the Fetition of the Paro- 
chiners of Paſleyto the Commiſ, 
pf Par]. for planting of Kirks. 1s, 

Recom of Mr. Reber: Torres totha | 
Commiſſion of Parliament, fax 
Plantation of Kirks. 1b. » 

Kecom to che Parliament, of 
Petition of the Miniſters upon 
the Borders, concerning the i 
{olence of Mofi-Troopers. Ib. 

Recom. of the Petition of the un- 
provided Miniſters within the 
Provinces of Aberdene, Murr 
and Fofe ro the Parliament, and 
Commiſſion of Parliament fot 
plantation of Kirks, 1b. 

Recom. ro the Parliament” for}. 
changing the Fairs upon Monday 
to ſome other day. Ib. | 

Ref to the Presbytery of Locks 
maben, tor going, on 1n the pro» 
ceſs againſt Mr, Geo.Bryde, Wuh 
aRecom. to the E. Hartfell, to 
poſleſs the Miniſter to the Kirk, 
and concerning Mr. Thom 
Chambers Gleib, Ib. " 

Two Letters from the Commit 
oners at London, Seff, 13, |, 

AQ zuthorizing Mr, Alexander Hen- 
der ſor to affitt the Commiſſioner 
of Tarliamept.in the Treaty af 
Vexbriage, ,in matters concerning 
Religion, Ib. 

Ref. of the Propoſition concerning 
Excommunication to the Comes 
mitree for the DireQory. Ib. ' 

Ref. of the Propolujons — 

| | g 


Government to the Commuttee 
for the Direory» Ib, | 
Depolition of Mr. George Halybuy. 

crown, Ib g 
Renovation of the Comiſſion, for 
" trying and cenſuring*the Ryot at 

Stanikirk, Sell 14. 

Renovation of the CommiGon,for 
viſiting the Univerſity of St. An- 
drewws, 1b, 

Renovation of the Commiſion, for 
viſiting the Univerſity of Glaſ- 


ow, Id. 
' tndition of a Faſt. Ib, 


Committee for preſenting the Peti- 
tion tothe Parliament. Ib. 

AR ſora Miniſter to Preach tothe 
Lord Vchiltrie in the Blackneſs. . 


Ordinance tgx Mr, fame: Campbell, 


his attending my Lord Coupers 
Regiment. lb. 

Invitation of any that had doubts 
concerning the Propoſitions of 
Government, &c, tocome to the 

- Committee for Reſolution. 1b, 


Ordinance'for Mr. Fob» Govans re-. , 


- pairingto my Lord Kircudbrights 
Regimeovt. 1b. 

Recom. to the Presbyteries of L:n- 
lithgew and Stirling, far a volun- 
tat Comtribution of Clothes to the 
Earl of Calenders Regiment. Ib. 

ARﬀtfor adminging Mr. Fames Le- 

vine /foun Miniſterto the Earl of 

| Calender Regiment. Ib. 

Ordinance far Mr. Fohn Hoomes at 
tendance for the E. Lanricks Re- 

 giment of Foot, Ib, 

Ref. to the Presbytery of Peebles,'to 


conſider Mr. Robert Scets Bill, * 
and to appoint another of their - 


number to. Ba/gonies Regiment, 
4 = hjs reaſons be found good. 
* ef. 15. | . 
Ref. Mx. Alexander Robertſon to th 
Commiſſion at Edinburgh, 1b. 
Atﬀ concerning rhe admiſlign of 
Mr. David Bouſtown to the Kirk 
of Tyrie. Ib. 
'Depolition of Mr. Fobn Grahame.lb. 


INDEX: 


is 


Recom, of the Petition concerning 
the Kirk of Zogre- Montroſe rothe 
Pajliament, or their Cem 
for the plantation of Kicks. Ib. 

Recom. of Mr. Fame: Hapiltoun 

his relief to the Parliament. 
Seſ. 16, , A f 

The Propoktions of Government 
and Ordination. Ib. 

A& concerning the Printing gf Mr. 
Kobert ——_ Commentar 
the Ephe ."Ib. 

AQ A Printing or Re- 
printing of the faid Comments- 

, and of the continuation of 
the Hiſtory of the Kirk, and of 
Mr. Dayid Dickzons ſhort Expli- 
cation of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, 
without the conſent of Mr. Fob 

' Boyd, andot the Authors of the 

_ other Works re/pefive. With a 
"Recommendation to. the:/Parlia. 
ment for their Authority to that 

Mee = og 
arrant for printing Mr. 

Boyds Opaſcla, 1b & | 

Recommendation of the Kirk of 
Calder to the Parliament. Ib, 

Recommendation of the Petition of, 

- Mr. Alexander Trotter to the 
Commiſſion of Parliament for , 
-plantation of Kirks. 1b. 

Reference to the, Commiſſion at 
Edinburgh for, . petiti the 

© Parliament, Thaz Com 
may be granted for Viſitation of 
Hoſpitals in every Province. Ib. 

Recommendation to the Synod! of 
«Adberdene , to crave account of 
the Laizd of m his Burſers, 
and of any ot in that Pro- 
vince. Ib. n 

Sentence abſolvitour of Mr. Fam 

'* Oliphant, with a rebuke and ad- 
monition of the particulars pro- 
ven. lb. ; 

Recommendation . of Mr. Feb 
Weirs Wites Bill to the Parlia-: 

4 gr = . 

giv atrant to the Com- 

7" « miſſioncrs 


I$ « 
miſſioners at Lovdor, to agree to 
* the clauſe concerning Excom- 
munication. Sefl. r7. 
AR concerning the Earl of Athols 
; right of preſenting tothe Kirk of 
Blair in Athol, ,1b. 
3" 6 « Bigamiſt to the Ju- 
ice, 1d. | | 
AA piving power to Mr. Fohn Stwart 
topreach at the Kirk of Dangeth 
" as40 ExpeRanf, while the.Pxel- 
* Gyrexy or Synod fir. tb. _ 
Recommendation to the Patliz- 
 Mentconcerning Thomas Mackze 


AR for ititimating Mr. George Ha- 
[pats Depoſition, Ib. _; 
Att contetning the planting of the 
* Kitk of Abeydowr. Ib. IV. 
$ufpenſion of Mr. Fob Robertſon, 
| with a Reference to the Com- 
' miſſion at Edinburgh for his far- 

ther ttyl ahd cenſure” 1Þ, 
Hepoſition of Mr. Foln Fyfe, Ib. 
Recom. Mx. Samwel Rows petition 
tothe Yarliament Ib. 
Commiſſion for 'viſitacion of the 
- Univerſiry of erdone, lb. 
& fot changing the Presbytery ſext 
A ertats, rom the old Torn 


| to the tiew Town of Aberdene,lh. ., 


Kerommen. arid Reference to the 
Commiſfion it: Ed:#b#rgh , for 
'*plaming” the Kirk aid Coledge 
' of Aberdene, Ib; x4 
Kefefence of the petition given in 
T Mr. Thymas = oe from 

e Fresbytery of Tarref, an 
arty "f Sr bs og 
himfelt, and in the name of the 
Parifkoners of #Aberchrydowr and 
- Imnerke thing, to the Commiſſion 
appointed for viſitation of the 
Univerfity of Aberdene , Seff. 18, 
Ref. of the petirton' of the Com- 
miſfioners of. the Presbyrery of 
Strabogie to the ſaid Commiſſion 

- for viſitation of Aberdene. 1. . 
Recom.'to the Parliament of Mr. 
George W 1arts Bill for his main» 

tenance, Ib. | 


I-N-D E-X.: 


| Ref. of Patrick Srrauchan to the 
- Presbytery of Dezre. 1b. 


Ref. to the CommiQdGon at Zdis. 
burgh, for pating the Kirks of 
Edrinbaygh with three Miniſters 
ont of the Province of Rethian, 
>... A 

Ref, to the ſaid Commiſſion at 
: Abeydene, for tryal and cenſure 
of Mr. George Hannah. Ib. 

Ordinarice for Mr, Alexander Mon- 
cresſſs repairing to my Lord. Bal- 

_ carras Regiment. Ib. 

Committee for preſenting the Pro: 
politions of Government, and 
of the ſolemn Warning, to the 

: Parliament. 1b... | 

Rerom, of 1/abe/ Peebles Bill ro the 
Parliarhent, and the Cpmmittee 

* of lofles. 1b, = , 


Depolition of Mr, Fames Row. Ib. 
Noaean on in favours of Miniſters 
that cannot keep their houſes in 
 rhirtimesof troubles. . 19, 
Ref. tothe Commiſſion gf the Kirk 
_ of the Lord dgilvies Bill, with z 
Reference to the Parliament of 
the latter part of it. 1b 
Ref. of the Laird. of Lamingromwne 
Bill to the Province. of Glaſ+ 
ow, Ib. £ | 
AR coticerning Cal. Areckines Re« 
giment, Ib, _ . | 
Recommendation of the petition of 
* the Patiſhonets of Larber, tothe 
Commiſſion © for plantation of 
”  Kirks, Ib +- . 
Commiſſion for. viſiration of the 
Hoſpitals of Ferth and Srirling.lb, 
Recommendation of the education 
of the Lord Semple; children to 
the Farl of Eglmgronn, Ib. . 
Ordinance tothe Presbytery of Twr- 
-Fef, for Excommunitating Mr. 
F ohn Forbes, ſametime niſter 
- -at Auchinles, apd of Myr, William 
Lowman, ſometime Miniſter at 
Cromartie, Ib, 
Ref. Mr. William Sibba!d to the 
Presbytery of Edinburgh, DD. a 


CIs 
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F N. D- 
Ref. Mr. Alexander Robertſon to 
the Presbytery of Kincardin, 1b. 
Ret. of thetryal and cenfure af Mr. 
Fohn Cheyne tO the Cgmmillion 
tor viſnation of the UGiverkity ot 
Aberdene, 1b. KS 
Recom. ot che Bill concefning the 
Theeves in the Borders to the 
Parli:megt. Ib. . 
Comm iſlioa for viſitation of the 
Hoſyitals, and monifiey moneys 
withia the Proyincc af Aberdene, 


—_; 

Commiſion for vifitation of the 
Hoſpitals withja the Frovince of 
Ang®: , Ib, 

ARin favours of the depoſed Mi- 
nifters reterred unto rhe, Com- 
miſſion ot the Aflembly at Ed-n- 
burgh. Ib. 

Recommendation. to the Parlia- 
ment tor puniſhing the murther 
of Mr. Patrick Lindſay. Ib. 

Recommendation to the Commil- 
fion of the Aſſembly at E&n- 


| #»r54, topreſentthe Propoſitions 


of Goyetnment to the Partia- 
ment, and to receive their aa(wer 
thereunto. 1b, 
Recommendation to the ſaid Com- 
miſſion to urge all means for 
r. Fames Hamiltewnsrelief, 
Letter tothe Brerkuen of the Mini- 
ery in [reland. Ib. 
Lexter io Gen. Major Monro. Ib. 
AQ appomtng Mr, H »gh Kennedie 
for the firſt three moneths,begin-y 
ning the firſt of J#{y, Mr. Andrew 
Lawder fot . the fecond three 
moneths, Mr. George Hutchiſone 
for the laſt three months to 1e- 
pair to Londom-Derry. Ib. 
Letter in favours of Margaret 
Thomfon. to the Pregbytery of 
Kirkcudbright, Ib, 


Ref. to the Commilſieg of the Aſ- 


\ 


EX; as 
ſembly ſitting at Edinburgh, to 
preſent Oyertures to the Parlia- 
ment for the goad of the Kuk, 
and zdvancement of piety,andro 
proſecute theſe preſented to the 
preeeding Seffions of Pafliam.Ib. 

Ret. tothe ſaid Commiſſion to pre- 
ſentan Oyerture to the. Parlia- 
ment, that Pretbytertes may playe 
the Kicks « hiCh are vf the . 
nage of the torfaulted nl Ex. 
communicate Perſons. Ib. | 

Ref. to the laid 'Commiffian, To' 
preſent an Overture for reftrain- 
-_ g ot printing withour Licenſe. 
I 


AQ appointing Mr. James Woods 
entry to. S, Andrews Tg be the 
firſt hn ny of J«ne, Ih. . 

Ref. to the ſaid Commiſſion for 
preſenting ſome Overtuxes tothe 

' Partiament for reſtraining the 
education of Youth in the Col 
ledge of Doway, or ally othes 
corrupt Colledge. Ib. "7" Ns 

Ref. of the Summonds againſt thoſs 

thatjoyned with Montroſe to the 
ſaid Commilſlion at Edinbwrgh,lb. 

Ref. tothe faid Commil. concern- 

' ing Witches and Charmers, Ib. 

Ref. to the ſaid Commiſſion, To 

- reviſe "the Paraphraſe ot the 
Flalms. Ib. 

Ref. __ _ Conan, concerg- 
ing the tranſplanting of Mr. Jam. 
N ofinith, Ib. V0 J 

Appointment of Mr. Rebert Baillze 
Mr. Gee. Gilleſpie, and the Lord 
Wariffoun, To repair to England 
with all diligence. Ib . 

Ref. of the Surmmonds agaiRſt the 
Subſcribers of the Declaration at 
Oxferd ro the faid Commil. Ib. 

Recom. of {ome diſtreſſedperſons 
co the chatity of Presbyteries and 
Synods, 


Index 
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Index of the At7s of the General Aſſembly 
wot Printed 1646, 


TT" LeaMon of Mr. Robert Blair 
Moderator. Seff, 1 . | 
Committee for-tryal of the Com- 
miſkons queſtioned. Sefl. 2. 
Committee for References, Re- 
ports, and Appeals, Ib. 


C —_— for Bills and Overtures. : 


Committee for examining the pro- 
cceding of the Commitkoness of 
the preceding Aflembly. Ib. 

Committee for reviſing the provin- 
cial Books. 1b, ' 

Commiſlion frzem Ireland for re- 
preſenting the condition of the 
Kirk there; 1b. 

Letters from the Committee at 
Newcaſtle, the General. and the 
Commiſſioners at London, Ib. * 

Ref. concerning the printed Papers 
ſent from the Commiſſioners at 
London to the Commilſ. Aſſem.1b. 

Thanks to Mr. David Caiderwood, 
with a recommendation to him 
concerning the Hiſtory at the 
Kirk. Ib. "0 

AQ concerning the. charitable con- 
cribution for the diſtrefled Bre- 
 thren in Argyle. Ib. . 


Order for re printing the Anſwer off a & concerning the Pregb, of 
the Houſe of Lords to the City of 


Lendons Remonſitrance. Iq, 

Ref.zo the Commwil. Afem. con- 
cerning abſents. from this Af- 
ſembly. Seſſ.3. 

Keport concerning the Kirks of Le- 
vingftoun and Slawanne appro- 
yen, Ib” ; 

Recom. ſent by Will: am Hume to 
che Earl of Wintown, concerning, 


the L., Semples education. Sefſ. 4." 


Recom- to the province of Merſz 
and Tivetdalc, toc abolifhing Fe« 


Rival and Patron dyyes in theſe 


bounds, and to report their dik- © 


gence tothe next Aſlembly. Ib. 


Committee for the Querces from - 


the Province of Merſs. Ib. 
Committee for the Petitions from 
Ireland, 1b* 

Recom. for Mr. Alex. Caſe. Ib. 
Committee to confer with Mr. 
James Kennedy. 1b. | 
Ref. to the Commif. Aſem. for 


pl anting the South'Kirk of Leith, 
Id. / 


Recom. concernin 
Lands of Garvock to the Com- 
miſſion of Parliament for plan- 
tation of Kirks. 1b, 

AR forthe ſupply of Margaret Rjnd 

reli of Mt. Robert Lindſay Mi- 
niſter af"Couper in Angs:, mute 
dered by the Kebels. 1b. 

Ref. of the Peti:jon from Doxn and 
Antrim in Ireland, to the Cont« 
miſſion of Aſſembly. Sef. x, 

Committee for the Petition of Re- 
beyt Bryſon: reli. 1b. 

A@ ſor delating the Qnerees of 
Merſs and Trvrotdale out of the 
Provincial Book.- tb. 


I 
wall, and Mr. Je. —_— cit 
rebuke, with the repoſition ef 
the ſaid Mr. Jemes. Ib, 


Report from the Earl of Winteun, 


concerning the Loxd Sempil; edu- 
cation in Glaſgow. Ib. 


Letter from the Commiſſioners at 


London, with. a Committee to 
conſider thEſame. Se. 6. 


| Ref. tothat ſane Committee cont» 


cerning Delinquents, lb, 


Concerning the reli of Mr. Reb, 


Lindſay. Ib, 
E Kemi, 


the Spitele- + 
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Kermit. concerning Michael Watſon, 
Agnes Ritchie and Iſabel Adam, 
to the Presbytery of Glaſgow. Ib. 

Rec, J«.Bannermaengo the Magiſtrate. 

Recom. Mr. Robert Boyd for ſotne 
ſupply to the Presbytery of Ha- 

. multown. 1b. = 

Katif. of the AR made concerning 
the 
yigs in favours of the Ke- 

. lick and Succefiorg of Rebert Bry 
ſon Printer. Ib. + 

Committee for the. matter concern- 
ing the Kirk of Glen/uce, Ib. 

Kecom.. for Miniſters to imploy 
their Talents in writing. 1b; '- + 

ARt for Mr John Hayat Peebles yo- 
ing to the Maſter of Tefers Ke- 
giment.' Sefſ. 7. TIL 

Recom. for conveening the Com- 
miſfion of Parl, for plantstion 
of Kirks, -»nd concerning the dif- 
orders ir the Bordets, to the 
Commirtee of Eftetes, Ib. 

KRecom, Glentorce;T weedmore,Kail- 

- 22e and Beth, to Commil. for 
planting Kit ks. 1b+ ; 

Keport of the anſwer of the Com-+ 
mittee of Eſtates, to the particu- 
lars recommended to them. 1b. / 

Committee to conſult upon the+re- 
medies of the dilorders in the 
ſourh berders. 1b. 

Ordinance for Claude Hamiltowns 
celazation. Ib, . 

Ref, Mt: Peter Ingl:s and his T 
nentstothe Con:mif. Aﬀlem. for 
publick affairs. 1b. 

Refer. concerning idle and fturdy 

' beggars, eſpecially the(e called 
Girpfies /* concerning concealers 
and Ceſtroyers of conception, 
adulterers , and inceftuous per- 
ſons to Commil, Aﬀlem. for pre. 
ſenting Ovetrtures thereanent to 
Pachamenr. 1b. 

Kecom. of Arch, D 


las and May: 


geret 3mith for charity. ÞÞ, 
Thanks tothe E, ofBaciewgh Seff.2. 
Committee concerning the Eatt of 

$cafort. ib. ; 


4 
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po_s Mr. Boyd of Trech-' 


" 
Recorg. coneeming the e- 
leion of the Magiſtrates and 
Counſel of Aberdeen to the Com 
ot Eſtates, Ib, B48, 
Ref, Cry the eoiponuticn 
of Mr, Rob, Ker. to Hadergroun to 
a © Ha and others adjoyn- 
v . . S > 
Ref. concerning the Kirk of Gor- 
' down tathe Commil of Aſſemb. 
Warrantſor examination of My. 3s. 
Daes as a witneſs in the mater 
concerning theKirk ofGordews,h 
Recom. Forhringharme Bigamiſt to 
the Juſtice,.Ib.--. 7 
Con.miſ. fer viſitation of the Unis 
 verſicie of St, Andrews, \Sefl'9. 
Commiſ. tor viſitation of the Uti- 
. verſitie 0s Gla/gew, Ib. .,. +; / 
Comil. for viſkeation of the Uni- 
- verſity of Aberdeave Ib; : + 11.1 
Commuttee for conference. aith 
. Mr. Fames Kennedie.cxco 
municate«, ib; - 2 vhian 
Recom Mr. Joby Mactewie, db,i! 4 
Ref- concering Miniſters to [$2 
land to the Commitl; Afern.Adb. 
Ket, concerning the_Petitions 'of 
I London-derry, Newtown , and 
Killeltanuch; to the Commil, 
Afſlem. Ib. ; q "323 
Recom. of Mr, Jobs Canneſonund 
. Mr, Thomas Ireland. tb. ._ 7% 
Warrant for citing witnefles in the 
ga rw wngy” Paper givewin 
y Halybuxton. 1b. \ 
I of Sir Jahn Mackenrafi 
Recom. Eliz. Borthwick, 1b io 
Commirtee concerning Jem. Afurd 
ray: buſineſs. Seff. 10. sk 
Renounci: tion 'Sir' qo Mackenzie 
of Seaſorts Band. Ib. 054 
Kecom. to+P resbyreries that the 
admir Aants to de«8ihl 
Miniftersto- Regiments. 1b. 1 
kef.ro Commil. concerning "Mr, 
Franc:s Comerie, Ib, ja 
Committee for- conterence 'w 
the Comminee 0f Eftates 
C c& 


bd 


be 
- the anfirerto the! Commiſiioners. 
24 London, Ib. 
Ke6. eoncerning Mr. Al: Petrie, 1b. 
Ref. Mr. James Lang 'to the Com- 
miſſion for publick Aﬀairs. , 1b, 
Ref. cancerning Rowſe's paraphr aſe 
- 'aFthe Phalms tothe Commail. 1b. 
Recom. to Mr !David Calderwoodtso 
r the order of the vifitati- 
Kirks and tryzl of Presby- 
"daifics, and $0 Copore 60 'che next 
-"Aflem. 1b, 


wry Mr. Thomas Wyllies remov- 
«4xchlen cenform tothe 

of eranſportarion. Ib. 
Keeom, to _ Likfithgow con- 
_ ceraing the lanting of Lin- 
. ibhgow and Falkirk, 1h Ib. | 


Recom, for intimatidn of Seafbye: 


-: Gcommunication.' Sef. 11. 
Letrer from the Commiſſioners at 
"Landon 9 TIA [ 


The Aſlemb. Anſwer to the Com- 
miſfljoners at London. Ib. 

AR-coacernin "the Lord Scottifhar- 
-+$it13' delivery of the anthencick 
Confeffion of: Faith . ſubſcribed 

by King Jeme: and his Houſhold, 

-with an'order for Thanks 40 bum 

_ .\ /therefore. 1b ; 

Town of Edinbwrgb:; Bill for three 

” Miniſters 12id-afide. 1b. 

Ref. concerning. Aberchivdoy, and 
Innerkathing to. the -Commil for 
-|vifitation - of the Vniverſry of 
Aberdene. Ib. ,y 

Recom: Margery F raifer, relick of 
Mr. D. Houſton to the 7 —— 
of laſles. Ib.. 

Becom. Mr. Alexander Ferrefter Ib; 

Kecom. Margaret Campbe! to the 
» Committee dfiEſtates Ib: - 

Kecom. of Agzes Haly burton tothe 
/ Fresb.of Fr, 5 ahh Eqwrotdalc, Ib; 

ABiconcerning Jo-Manray. ib. 


Ref, to the Commil.: AM. fo cogk- 
- der-the Intereſts of the Kirk in 
planting Vniverfities and the 
»Phies Mitters thereot. Ib. .--- 
Reeom. cepceuting the publick 
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paliage es df thirtitnes, to.be col 
in ſeveral Presbyteries, and 
ſoup >, Oo Com, Ale, Ib. - 
Jean Alegander to the Presb, 
__ FEdindurgh, and the' Presbyte- 
- ries in Angus and Merns. Ib. 
Recom. Sir- William; Dick to the 
-.Committee of Eftates; 1b, r 


Order for kir, Alexander Levingflon k 
- £0 the General ArtYlcries Regi- 
(meat. 


Id. 
Recom, Mr. Thomas Cromfourd to. 
"revideMr.Robert Boyds Works. 1b; 
Recoih. co Presb. to put m executi. 
onthe formes Ads concerni 
Burſats, and to mako account 
- -theirdiligence to the —_ Aſ 
- ſembly. 1b. . g * 
Admoaition Presb. Hemiltewn fo 
. m—_ again Alexander 
aes,.1b 
Relaxation of Mr. Join Hay from 
the. ſentence of tuſpenſion, 1b. 
Committee 10 reprefent the: Bill 
- concerning the inſolencies/in the 
;Boxders , ro the | Councill and 
Commitecee. Sefl; 12: 


Recom. Miniſters of Argyle tothe } 


,Commitrees. 
Cemmul.:concerning the pagticu- 
lars betwixt Jobn Wilkie of Fow!-: 


. down , and Mr. Thomas Ramſay | 


Minifter there.” Ib, 

Advice. concerning the diviſion of 
Baſiaden. 1b. 

Committee to urge an. apſes to 
the defires of. the Aſlem. con- 


cerning the election of the Magt- 
rates of Aberdeen. Ib, [ 
Ref. tothe Commill, of to 
MR Ron Al occatiens for an, 


— 


reaun's. Ib. -- 
het, TON Commiſſion of Af- 


- ſem, for planting vaking places 
16 the Kirk and Colledge of Aber» 
deen. 1b. 

Letters to the Committee of News 
caſtle, the General, Lievi. Gene. 
Rare and, Gepergl . Majos 

ltcoun, Sell, As - - ) 


—- - 
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Ref. Mr. Edward, Wright to the 
Commidl. bf Aflem. Ib, | 
Renvvation of the Commiſſen of 

Orkney and Zetlond, Ib, ! 
Ref. conceralng - Wixches to the 
Commillien of Aﬀemb. 1b. 
Recom. of the Printer in Amfer- 


daw his Bill the 
Charts of this Kingdom. id. 

Suſpenſion of Mg, William Wilkie 
with a reference to the Cotnmil. 
of Aﬀem, concerning hig. telaxa- 
tion. SCIL 14. 

Ref. Commil. Aſſem. concerning 
Door Balcanguals Lerters., Ib. 
Ref, of the Faxuions of the Karl of 
Tr 

Commilſ. Aﬀen 1b. 

AR in fayours of 8arbares Min, re- 
lickof umwhile Mr. Wi, Home 
Miniſter. Ib. | | 

Order for a Miniſter to Col. Robert 
Montgomeries Regiment. _. 

Ref. Sir Fobn Smith te Commil. 
Afſem. for publick affairs. '1b. 

Ref. of the Petition ofthe Town of 
Edinburgh for two Miniſters, to 
the Commil, Aſlem. 1b. 


| Report ofthe Committee concern- 


ing. Kirk of Glen/uce, and the 
Allem. approbation thexeof. 1b. 


- AR concerning ſuch as are abſolved 


by civil Judicatories. 1b. 
Declaration concerning an AR in 
| the Proyincial Book of Aberdeen, 
tuching Mr, Nathaniel Marjin, 
Sefl. ult. 


\Recom. of the vaking ftipends of 


Aberdeen, in favours of Mr. Ns- 
thaniel Martin. Ib. 
Recom. concerning the mortifica- 
tions by the Laird of Dram to the 
+» Commiſ. for viſitation of the 
Univerfity of Aberdeen, Ib. 
AR concerning the diſtribution of 
the contribution for the diltreſ- 
ſed Miniſters in argyle, Mr.Tho, 
Ireland, and Mr.Fohy Cunneſon. 1b, 
Report of the Commuttee concern- 
iag the'] ies in the Bor- 
ders, Ih, 


. ” | 6 
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4quair ind Drumfres to the | 


- 4s. \ 

Refer. Commif.. concerning [the 

; Beadingths Subael Freb Ih. 

wah ab Tuelans in Hollnd 
_.. 


Elear.orGilbert to a Regiment.lþ, - 

Reeom. of Mr. Gowin For/ythe for 
maintenanceto the Prexb,of Gleſ- 
gow and Province of. Glaſgow 
and Ar, Ib. 

Recom...of. that part without the 
Town of Edinburgh called Brifo 
to Lethian and Tevietdale. Ib. , 

Three Ads conceming D.Strang.1th 

AQ ratifying Mr. Alex. Innes his de- 

', With an Ordinance 10 
the Presb. of Aberdeen to pro- 
ceed farthet again him.” 1b; - ©- 

Commince fer preſenting the Af- 

_ ſemblies Thanks to the Genetal 
Artillery, Ib. 

Ref. tg he Commiſ. Aſſe, for try- 

the murther commited 
ry of Chirs. 

5 Cat» 


riage thetcancat. 1b. 
Ref Mr. Alex. Robertſon and Mr. 


Aberdeen, 1b. " 

Ordimancefor Presb. of Hamiltowe 
to proceed againſt Mr.Fob.Rae.1b. 

Recom. for laying ſide ſome 
cuſtomes and pradgſes. Ib. 

IndiRion of a Faſt. Ib. 

Recom, Mr. Dongal Daroch to the 
Comfvitree of Eſtates and the 
Commaitree of maney. Ib. 

Ref. tothe Commil. af. Allem.con- 
cern ng. the tryal of perſons of 
Quality. Members of the Col- 
led ge of Juſtice, or others whe 
oe + icrefidenee in Fake 
or c ance w 

Lk pd 

Commiſſion for theſe that ate to re- 
paix to tho King. Ib. 

The Aſſemblies Letter to'Mr. Alex. 
Henderſon, 1b, 

C2: Letter 
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the Earl of Syrherland and 
other Gentlemen in the Norrh Ib. 

Fef. Commil. for duſpeniing rhe 

"annuity of 500 {. Sterling upon 
ablick aftairs of the Kirk. lv. 

Att toprovidefor the charges and 
all neceſfaries for Mr, David Cal- * 
derwoed in his publick imploy- 

- ments ; And likewiſe fot the great 


| wh ————— —_— _—— 
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ins and charges of the Clerk 1h 

A@ concerning Mr. Ja, Strachan. 
Ref. to,the Commiſſion to confi 
der of Overtures for reſtraining 
' any youths to goto the Colledge 
of Doway, or other corrupt Cecl- 

ledges. IÞ. | 

Ref. tothe Commi. for preſenting 
Overturesta the Parliament. 1b. 


b— — 


——— 
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Index of the £Atts of the General Aſſembly 


. holden at Edinburgh, 


Le&ion of Mr. Robert Dowglaſ; 
E Moderator. Seff, 1. * 
ommirtee for the controverted 
Commiſſions, Seff z; ' 
Committee of Reports,References 
2nd Appeals, Ib. PT 
* Commit. of Bills 2nd Overfures.1b. 
Committeefor examining the pro- 
cy = the OY of 
e preceeding Aſſembly for pub- 
lick Ag8airs, 8s FIC 
Commitree for examining the Sy- 
nod Books. Ib. | 
Commiſſion from the Brethren in 
Ireland with the Schts Army 
there. - 
Committee for appointing Mini- 
* Rersto Preach. 2 - 
Fapers produced by My. Robery 
Barf:e, and Mr. 'George Gilleſpie, 
fell. 3, | 
AR concerning their Report and 
A ation, 1þ. 
Commitree for examining the 
, Confeſſion of Faith, Rowſe Para- 


phraſe, Catechiſme, &-c. and to 


receive any ſcruples. and objeRi- 
ons, and to report, "Ib. 4 
AR appointing ſome Brethren t 
nn the Committee of E- 
bo _ the progreſs of Uniformi- 


1647, not Printed. 


Invitztion of all that had objeRiong 
- againſt any thing in the Conteſ- 
Gon, to repair to the Comminyge, 
Sefll. 4. ; 
A Latine Letter from the Helvetia 
Churches to the Aſſembly, 1b. 
AR for Printing 300- Copies of the 
advice of the Aſſembly of Divines 
in Engl Concerning a Confefliog 
of Faith, for the uſe of the Mem» 
bers of the Aﬀembly, Sefl. 5. 
Recom. to the Commiſſion for 
planting of Kirks, for a.proviſien 
to another Miniſter in Are. 1b." 
Ref. tothe Committee for Preach- 
ing, to appoint Miniſters to the 
Army, with addition of others to 
that Committee, Ib. : 
Appointmept of Mr. Robert Towng 
for Ledevick, Leſlies Regiment. 
Sefl. 6. | 35 
Committee for confidering the 
dangers that are either from 
within or without this Kirk, inf 
the beſt remedies for preventi 
the ſame, andrto report. 1b, 


Committee concerning Fobn Wilkie 
and Maſter The, Ramſay, Ib, 
Remitt. John Fohnſkowns defire of 

relaxation from Excommunicy 
' "tion to the provincial of Dram- 
COTS OOH” 


Cam- 


Committee = a vaking Stipends 


eld, 1. 
.Recom, Marjory Smith for charity, 


Remitt. Mr. Famer Refſt a depoled 
Minifter to Presbyterty and Sy- 
nod, Sell. 7. 

Ref. Mr. James Naſmith tothe Com- 
mittee for appointing Minifters 
tothe Army, 1b. 

Committee for conſidering 2 Pro- 
ceſs in dependence before the 
Presbytery of Peebles, concem- 
ing ſcandal upon the relick of 
umwhile Mark Hamiltown, Ib. 

Continuation of che Town of Edin- 
burghs Bill for Mr. Jebn Smith,uill 
Saturday, lb. , 

Advice and Ordinance for proſe- 
cuting the Proceſs againſt Aghes 

' Etewart,relick of Umwhile Adark 
Hamiltewn. Sefl. s. ® 

Recom. of Mr, George Cloghoyne 
that he ſaffer no prejudice in his 
old Age, Ib. | 

Tranſportation ' of Mr. John Scot 
from Schottis to Glenlwee, Sell. g. 

A& refulſin 
mans tranſportation to Cyaill, 1b. 

Tranſportation of Mr. Fames Hamil. 
town from Dumfreis to Edin- 
burgh, Ib. . 


AR concerning the 


ting of 
Eymenth Kirk ypon oy $ubmiC. 
fion of Earl Home and Wedder- 
burne, Sefl: 10, 
AR concerning the tryal of Mr. 
William Home, Ib, 
Tranſponation of Mr. Febn Smith 
_ Bruntiland to Edinburgh, 1b. 
AR for providing a Collegue to 
Mr, Themas Wyllie, Ib. : 
Kecom. Thom, Rurnet tothe Com- 
mittee of Eſtates, Ib. 

Recom. Mr. Martine Mack/erſon to 
the Committee of Eſtates, 'Ib. 
Recom. Mr. Neil! Mackinnas to the 

Committee of Eſtates. 1b. 
A& crapapenry, the Viſitation of 
Kailzatand Lyne, Sell. 11. 


7 0 .D 


Mr. Andrew Hony- 


» Committee appointe 


” % 

F Xx, | A 
Recom. Mr. Fobn Honffoun: Periti- 
_ ontothe Commillion for plant- 

ingot Kirks, lb, . 

A& tor Excommunicating of W:1- 
liem Forbes of Skhellewer, his 
commining a lite mutther be- 
ing ſufficiently evideaced. Ib. . 

Tranſportation of Mr. Walter Come 
rieto Dwnkeld. Ib. . 

AR for conference with Fame; Ur: 

whart of old Craige, defiring to 
relaxed from Excommunics. 
tion, -Ib. | 

AR appointing Mr, Fobn Lothianto 
be relaxed from the ſentence 
Suſpenſion. 1b. | 

Recom. Petition 'of the Presbytery 
of Wigtown, for ereQting a Kirk 
for Penningham and Monrgafe, To 
the Commiſſion of Parliament 
for planting of Kirks. 1b, 

Committee for the matter betwixt 
Fobn Wilkie of Fowlden, and Mr. 

 Themas Ramſay, 1b. 

Az inting tne Committee of 
Bills, to divide the Petitions for 
charity _ Presbyteries and 
Provinces, I2, | 

AQt appointing the Committee 
cqucerning Dr.Strang to meet. 1b. 

AQ refuſing Mr. John Leving ftoung 
tranſportation to Glaſgow. Ib. 

Refer. to the Committee of dan- 

ers, to give opinion inthe que- 
ion concerning the cartiages of 

* 'our Commiſſioners at London in 
the caſe propounded. 1b. 

Ret. to the committee of dangers, 
concerving chooſing a Modera- 
tor, and cenſure of abſents from 
the Aſſembly, Sefl, r3. : 

Ref. james Vrguhart of old Craire, 
concerning. his relaxation from 
Excommunication, to the Pro- 

P vincial of Murv ey 16 

d to confer in 
ſome particulars, concerning Mi- 
nifters proviſions with.my Lord 
Advocate, Ib- 

Committee concerning the parti- 

culars 


22 | 
culars of Mafter Elear.er Gilberts 

+ petition, IÞ, 

Ref. Gilbert Ogiluir of Craige, Ma- 
jor John Ogilvie, and Patrick Ogit- 
wig of Brigend of Lentrathane, to 
the Presbyrery of Meegi/l, Ib. 

Inſtruction with a Letter tos the 
-Commiſſioners at Loudon, 16. 

Appointment of ſome to ſpeak Earl 
Batleuch, conceraing the Kitk 
ot Berth wick, 16, 

Ref. concerning Mr. Zachary Boyds 
labours tothe Committee for che 
Confeffion of Faith. 16. 

Committee to confider of Mini- 
ſters for [r:[ id, 16. : 

At continuing the Declaration for 

. England, to be again read afd far- 
ther conlidered. Sefl. 14. 

Committee for heating the Ob- 
je&ions of the perſons appointed 

-For Ireland. Ib, | 

Recom. to Presbyteries for encon- 

ing ExpeQtants to embrace. 2 
calling from Ireland, 1b. 

Ref. tothe Committee for Preach- 
ing, to hear the reaſons alledged 
by ſome Miniſters why they 
ſhould not goto the Army, 1b. 

ARt refuſing Maſter John Þ obertſons 
— 5 for opening his mouth. 


Approbation of the Declaration far 
England. Sell. 15. 

AR for authorizing the Commilſ- 
fioners at London, to preſent the 
Declaration to the Parliament of 
England, City of London, and 
Synode of Divines, and to crave 
an anſwer to the Paper of the 
25 December, Ib. 

Aa appointing fome Brethren tg 
preſent the Declaration for Eng- 
land tothe Committee of Eſtates, 
and ro crave their Lordſhips con- 
currance inghe like defires. 16, * 

AR continuing the DireQions for 

Privateand Family Worſhip, to 

be farther Conſidered and again 

read, with.-an IavRation to all 
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. thathad any ſcruples to propone 
them to the Comes os dans 

_ _ . gers, J6.. 

AGafor Sroing the Committee for 
the Confeſhon, of Faith, to the 
Committee *fer dangers roge- 
ther to'be one Committee, and 
theirplace of meeting to be the 
old Seſfion-houſe, 16. 

Invitation of all that had any 
ſcraples or objeions concerni 
any Article in the Confeſſion, 

ne the ſame to the Com-. 
mittee. 16. 

Report of the Committee touching 
the particulars in Mr. Gilberrs 
Petition, with an appointment for 
drawing a Letter to thoſe of 

\Yhe Scorri/6 Nation in Poland, &e, 


A 


\ 


oint. for drawing a Letter to 
jgutenant General David Leſly. 


I6, . 
Appoint. of Mioiſters for Ireland, 1b 
Letter to Major General Moxro, 1b, 
Continuation of the Dire&ions for 
* Worſhip, to be again read and 

conſidered upon Tweſday, and all 
invited to addreſs themſelves to 
the Committee who had doubts 
or objeQions, 16, 

Committee for thinking on Over- 
tures for planting the Kirks in the 
Higblands, and advancing Picty 
b. Learning there, 16, | 

Recom. to the Miniſters of Edin- 
burgh for their aſſiſtance to Minj- 
ters before the Commiſſion for 
planting of Kirks, 76, 

Committeero confer with the Lord 
Theiſurer, concerning the Kings 
gift of Patronage of Lanerk, and 
to adviſe with the Committee for 
dangers upon the Kirks intereſt 
therein. 16. ; 

Recom. of the Petition of the Preſ- 
byteries of Deir, Elton, and 
ref, to the Commiſion for pla 
ing of Kirks, 76, 

Recom, Mg, Neil Mackinnan and 

ar- 


3a 3, 41 P35 Ru 
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| Maytin Maekferſon, tobe! r- 
ted out of the vaking-Stipends in 
the #&y, Ub. 

Ref.rothe Commiſſion fot publick 
affairs for theplanting of Dram- 
freis. with a recommendation ta 
the Theaſurer for a preſentation, 
16, 

Recom. to the Commiſſion of E- 
ſtates, concerning the houſe 0 
Dalgzetie, Ib. 

AR appointing Mr.Gabrie/Maxwell 
for the Licutenant General, Mr. 
James Naſmith for General Ma- 
jor Holburns Regiment, Mr 
George Pittillo for the General 
Arttilleries Regiment, Mr.Georre 
Bennet for the Troups of Bock 
with the-General Licutenant,an 
Mr. John, Lothian for the Squg- 
dron of Horſe with General, Ma- 
jor Middlerown, 


| Remit. Mr. francis Omey, to the 


Presbytery and S 090, 56 [7 
Ordinance for admiſſion 4 | Me, 
Fohn Baillie tothe Kirk of Camry 
buſlang, 1b; | 


. Committeeeo canfer with, Earl, of 


Eglingtewn, concerning his peth 
tion touching | placing the Kirk 
_of Egliſham, 4+. 4) i122 
Kecom. to. the Committee of E- 
ſtates, of the petition of Aber- 
deen concerning 2 Jeſuit there, /b. 
Remit, Mi. Matthew Ramſay to the 
Presbytery of, Hamiltown fer 0- 
pening his mouth, 16, 4 
Ref. and. Commiſion concerning 
the Kirk of Lyndean, Ib, 
Committee for reviſing the Col- 
le&orscqunts, and-to report, 1b. 


Report of the Brethren ſent to the 
- Commintce of Effates, cancern- 


iog the houſe of Dalgery, andthe 

fair in Aherdene, ik th Re 

Adviceto the Prezbytery of Stran- 
rawer, concerning their proceed. 
ing in the trial of the {candal np- 
on Ardwel,, 1b. 

Ref. to the Committee of dangets, 


2 
to think wpon -fome Overtures 
tor commodious plantiog, divid- 

ing, and uniting of Kirks ,' ard 
- to report, Sell, 18. : 
Recom, of ome Perkons for chAti- 
ty to.Pregb; and Provinces, Ib © , 
Recom. ofthe getition concerning” 

Glencorſe tothe Lord Theſaurer, 
- and the Lords of Exchequer, bb.. 


f Ret- Sir Lawchlen Macklen'to rhe” 


Presbytery of Edinburgh, Ib. 
Recom. ts the . Commirtee of E- 
ſtates, of che petition of Maſter 
Adam Barcley, Ib. | 
— _ - Mr, Pa« 
trick Lin t9. ommittee, 
of E Fx, dts the charity af 
_ the Presbyrexies Within the Yro- 
vince of .Aberdepe. Ib, ' 
Recom. to the Presbyrery of Srran- 
raver and the Lord Advocate, 
concerning the Kirk of Glenizce, 


ps + | 
Addition of- the Marqueſs of 
Arle to the Cothmitee for 
dangers. Ib, :, "ip 
Appointment. of the Committee 
coricerning. Door Strang , ta 
- make report and. to receive an 
objefions thatany had againſt Big 
x W.. - - 
Warrand for Mr. Seaxwnel Rathere 
. fords return, Seff. rg. 
A Letter to General Lieutenant Da- 
vid Leſlie. ib, ,* | 
Invitation of all to propone their 
doubts or objeQions againſt an 
head or Article vin the Con 
ſion of Faith,to the Committee, 
Recom. to the Commiliibn , f; 
viſitation of the Univerſity of Sr. 
Andrews , for Mit. Samuct Rwu- 
therford to, be, Pri cipal of the 
new Colledge there, 5. "I" 
Approbation of the report contern« 
ing planring of Eg/:/«me, Seff. 2a, 
Recom. Mr. Robert Lindſay es wife, 
and Mr. Jaw. Kirk to Provinces ib, 


Appointment of ſome Brethren to 


viſit the Idolatzous Monwments 
broughy 


24 
brovght from the late Marqueſs 
Of Hanelies houſe, 16. = 
AQ refuſing the petition for Mr. 
: Fohn Annans tranſportation to 
Edinburgh, 1b. | 
AR concerning the Dyet of Mr. 
* Fames Hamiltown and Mt. Fob 
Smiths coming to Edinburgh, 1b. 
KRecom. tothe Town of Edinburgh 
"to plant all ther Kirks withrwo 
Miniſters with diligence, 16, 
Quere proponed by the CommiF 
© fioners of thePresbytery of Chiyn- 
fide, with the Aſſemblies advice 
nes 8. ; I , 
Recom. 0 ions for charity, 16, 
* & joe.of Mi So Forbes for Col. 
onel Scots Regiment, and Mr, 
Ro. Cowdown'to Pirſtortier Sel. 21. 
Nominatien of a lift for a Kirk of 
" Gordon, [b. | 
Ref.concerning Mr.Devid Leith 1b. 
Kecom. concerning the conttibuti- 
_ en for the diſtrelled people in 
Argyle, Ib. 
Approbation of the report ot the 
Committee for the'yaking Stipends 
in Dwnkeld, Sefl. 22: 

KRecom, Mr- Robert Bromnlies wife 
tothe Commit.of Eſtates. 76. 
Commiſſion for planting the Kirk 

of Linlitbgow. Ib, 
Declaration that ſome votes of the 
Commiſſion af the preceding Aſ- 
 ſembly upon the 21 of uſt 
1646. and an Aſtof the 22. of 
the ſame moyth,are notto be exa- 
* mined by the Aſſembly, 16. 
Committee for the trial of ſome. 
' ſpeeches ſpoken by ſome of the 
Presbytery of Dankeld concern- 
_ ing the Commiſſion, 16, 
Ref. concerning Mr. Wi, Hay. Ib. 
A& concerning the committing of 
the plautatien of the Kirk of Glaſ- 
7 ow, Ib. ; 
Ref. to the Commiſſion for pub- 
lick Afﬀairs of the Earl of Callen- 
dey; petition, concerning the ad- 
 joyiung Falkirk, Slammane, and 


- 


'7% 'D'E RX. . 


Morrening fide to the Presbytery of 
Ster{:ing,with power to hear patticy 
viſit, and report, Sefl. 23. - 

Conferefice eppointed with the 
Earl of Abercorne, 1b. 

Ref. to the Commiſſion: for pubs 

-© Hick affairs,for planting in Ares 
Collegue to Mr.William Adair,lb 

Report cencenting DoQor Strangs 

ats, #6, 

AR appointing the Clerk to rede- 
liver DoQor S:rangs diftats unty 
him; 16. 

Ref. conceming Mr. Fohn Macs 
kenzte, Sefl. 24. 

Approbation of the ColleQors ac- 

© counts, 1b. 

Ref. to the 'Miniſters of Edinburgh, 
to'take courſe with the Monu- 


+ mentsof Idolatry brought frem 


'theNerth, 1h 
ecom. the tion for a Minti- 
Nr to -# 

+ Comimiſ.for _ Kirks116, 


KRecom. Mr. Alexander Petrie, Ib, * 


Recom:; Mr; Eleatar Gilbert, Iþ, 
Recom. Mr. Willkam Dowglas to the 

Committee of Eftares, bh, 
Recom, Mr. George Sharpe to the 


Commitiee of Eſtates tor rep+- 


ration of his loſſes, 76. 
Ref. complyers in Murray to the 
Provincial, 1h. | 
Recom. to the Commiſſion for 
planting of Kirks', — 
rovifions to Miniſters in thePref- 
ytery of Kirkendbrig , Sel. 25, 
AR appointing confefence - with 
Earl Abercorne, until the laſt of 
March, 1b. F vis, 
Recom. to the Syhod of Murr 


of the perition of Badinech, con. 


ceining Mr. Fobri De Ray, Ib 
Recom- Loncering the - Miniftet 
of Corrie and Hautron, 1b. ; 
Recom. to the Commiſſion fot 
- plantingof Kicks, concerning the 
adjoyning ſome lands to the Pa-, 
riſh of Menſwall, 1b. 
A@for Prinring the DireRory for 
Church. 


of Roſſe to the. 


Tak 3 Ta ms »& 1c 


ot 


* 


, 4 #* 


Chureh Government; to be exa- 
mined by Presbyteries againſt the 
next Aſſembly, and for Printing 
the Catechiſm alſo when ir ſhall 
be perfeRted, 16, 


an, concerning. the contiburion 
r the diftc irefſed people in Ar- 
gyle, Ib. 


Recom, to Committee for dangers, 
' to confider of a Lener for the 
| Scots 10 Poland, &e. 1b. 
Ref. to the Committee appointed 
for tryal of proceedings of _ 
Commiſſion of Afembly, us 
conſider of the proceſs of Maſter 
Fohh R ofſe, and to report, 16. 
AR concetgding the tryal of the gay- 
- trentof the contribution for-di- 
fireſſed people of Argyle, Þ. 
A& hs Fa, Murtay Sefl.26. 
A for ng the conttiugon 
for the Province of Argyle, | 
eſe parts that have not yet oa 


tributed, and lending i it roche xe- | 


ceivers. 16. 

Kecom. to the Synod of Glaſzaw, 
concerning a fecond Miniſter 
to Dumbarton, Ib. . : 

Kecom.to the Lords of Privy Capn- 
cil for puniſhing an injury done 
toa Presbytery abour burying in 
a Kirk, 

Ad appointing. 2 conference with 
ſome ,Divines, Lawyers, and 
Phyſitians , cquceming wit 
craft and charming, 46 

Report of the tryal of the Synods 
Books with the Aﬀemblies ccn- 
FO INT en ee 

Appointment of fome to (Jute the 

« LieutenMmrGeneral nowin Town 

' and Geners! Major Middletosn 
when he;comes, Sef. 27. 


' Ref. to the Tommiſſion tor pub- 


lick af:jrs:to cndeavour for ob- 

taining” ffom "the | Parliatnent, 

{ome teſtrulne of Burials in 
; -Kirks, 46; - 


Commiecn for Li. tation of Li- , 


abty, Baer *b,and the Hes;d6, 


| Recom. 43 the 


Ref. to & ” Eommniiion fot 


I . 


Committion of Far- 
. liamenr for planting of Kirks, fog 
providing ſome courſe for the 


paymentof the charges nerf] AE 
oe -2g to the « 
ſem 
A firs, rinting of $f vom 
; Papers concer id Tre 
Uniform arthrd reap of 
| > the bh * Pivides in Eng- 
an 


Kef. and wi Goal to the Commil- 
fion for p k pfirs, to give li- 
 cenſefbr Printifg, 16 
Recom, to the Lords of thie Ex- 
_. chequer, goncetping th e polling 
| "4 Ay LN Prebeniid atic 
x Broſon's Re- 


wick, oe the rriocing of 


., Trochyigg bs, 

Warrand Bok n-to t Moftrfroe 
and Clerk, En me ot 
agree with Evan Tayler for P 


: ing the Works bf * ; wind. 
the condition A ro 
Bryſon, Ih. 

Ref. John W ; 


miſſion or p 
AR Sy ide 
Moderat of | e Genztal" 


ſembly, 
FE ER 


A& for chan# 
©" by courſes; ec 
der of Provinces 


Commiſſion for Viſiting the Vni- 


- verify of t—dndrows goth. 
Commiſſion for oy © yp Uni- 


_ verſity of a Weg ens | 


Com miflionffar 
Zetland 1b, ;9 

A of RA Se 
peak to the Lord Theatlurer, 
coneerning Jeet of. git 

Patron? 


—— Ref at Lvnfarnes 
Appcobation ob the report concern. 
4. one 


ing planting of Kirks jade High- 
lands, Ib. 


Ret. Fob» Gil/ef to the Presbyrery. 


of Ed:nvurgh tor private tryal ,16 

Renovation the Committon for 

publick affairs, 16: 

Wzrmnd tor Mr. Fame: Gordon to 
come to Sterling -&rre, for draw- 
ing the Ma ppe theteof, Seff. wit. 
Refio Gerth it lnebbrakis and Lind- 

ſoy of Mains, _ their Petitions for 

relaxation from the-ſentence_of 
Excom munication, to the Com- 
miſhon tor publick fairs, Ib. 
Recom. in faveutrs " Six Wiiliam 
__ Dick, Ib. 
Ref. M after Fame: Row, Ib. 
Ref. ro the Commiſhon for 
lick affairs coneermng the cots 
" in Poland, oe, Ib. 
Ref. forplanting the Kirk and Col- 
led of Aberdeen to the Com- 
for publick affairs, Tb. 
Kef.coricerning Mr. William Dow- 
" gle, Mr. Fron Logie. Mr. George 

-. Harn'y', MI. Richard Maitland. 

" arid Mr Coline Mackenzie, lb; 

Ref. and Commiſſion concerning 

” the tiyal of Mr. Mwurio Mac- 
kenzie, Mr, Fohn Dancane, and 
Mr William Cowper, Ib, 

Kecom; 

to Commirtee of Eftates, 1b. 

Ref. Fame: Grahame of Claypots to 

Pres -of.' Dandie 1b. 


Koo: ofloa e perſons for chati- 
I ith. 


1ND3E x 


Mr, Will. a» Chalmers to * 


Ref, forplanting the Kirk of Bron 
riland t6 the Commiſſion for. 
. pubhick affairs, 1b. 

Ref. c cerning- the planting of 
the Kink of Prefioun to the Com. 
miſſion Tor publick Afﬀairs, 1b, 

Ref. for planting the vaking 
in Glaſgow to the .Commi 

publick aff:irs, 1þ. 

Ret.the Lord Ray his Son 2nd ſome 

of his Friends to the Comiſſion 
for publick-affairs, 1b.' 

Ref. Mr. Gilbert: Gordon to the 
Commiſſion for pnblick af:irs.1b 

Recom. for Mr.' Grorge Hamaye: 
wife and children, lb. 

AR for refer Confeſſion of | 
Faith tothe Parliament, 1b. © /- 
A& concerning the Tranſlitors of 

the Dx:ich Notes, I 

Recom. and Ref, concernin L.. 


colleQiogof the pafloges 

-* currances of thele late times, "yy 
the Commil. forpablick aftairs,1b 

Ref. for planting the Kirk of 4n- 
crum, to the Comtniſſion for 
"publick affairs, 1b. 

Renovation of the Commiſſion for 
viſication. ef - the Univetfiry of 
Glaſgow. Ib. 

Ref. Mr. Fobn Reſſe at Bſes to the 
SYned of Aberd#en; Ib, 

Ret.of Mr. Thomas Ramſ:y yo unger 
his petition to the Comm 
for publick affairs. 1». 

Indi&ion of a Thauſgiving and «| | 

a Faſt, Ib. 


«+ & 4 


_—_ A 


DO —— 


INDEX 


= 


Pore of Mr. atvigs Gulleſpie 
Moderator, Seſſ. 1. 

Kecom:'to the Magiſtr ates of Edin- 

, for accomodating the Aſ- 

jembly- houſe for the Members 

thereof, 5 


ef. 3s 


of the Unprinted W; C T'S of the 
. General A [embly held at Edinburgh: 1648, 


ag "Oo 


Committee fer the. a 
Commiſſions, 1b, "- ; 
Committee for Reference and Aſs 
' peals, Ib. - 
Commutee for Bills and Qvet, 
tures, 1b, Cone 


c—_7Q ” 
2's 


55 &&— 72 


2&2 


Committe for trial of the proceed- 


ings of thE Commiſſion -of the 


preceeding Aﬀembly. lh. 

Committee for reviſing the Provin- 
cial Books, 1b. 

Committee for appointing Mini- 
fters to Preach during the Sitting 
of the Aſſembly, Ib. - 

Committee to conſider the preſent 
dangers and duties of theſetimes, 

and other publick matters, Ib. 
Ref. tothe Commitree to conſider 
' of the ſaid Eleftions of .Com- 
miſfioners from Burghs, Ib. 

' At concerning the Commiſſion 

from Ireland, 1b. ; 
AQ rejeRing the Commiſſion-from 

the Presbyrery of Chirnſide,Sefl.y, 
Letter tothe Laird of Blacadey, El- 

der in the ſaid Commiſſion, to 


8 28 "REBT R 


FS : 


elcar the Aſſemblies reipeRs to 
him; 1b. MEG 

AR —_ Commiſſion from 
Dwunſe, Ib. 

Meeting of the Commiſſioners 
trom ſeveral Provinces to try the 
blaſphemies and inlolences of 
the Army, now forth in the Jate 
Engagement againſt England, 
and to report, Ib. 

AR concerning Mr. James Aithin, 
Seſl, 4. 


Commiſlion for Viſitation of the ' 


Presbyteries of Danſe and Chirn- 
ſide, Wb. 

Committee for hearing the report 
concerning the Parapbrale of the 
Plalms in Meetter, Ib, i 

Ref, roche Committee for publick 
matters,to take in the reports con- 


cerning the DireQory of Gorern- 


ment, Catechiſme, and CXI. Pro- | 


" polutrons, 1b, 

Kecom. in favours of the relicks of 
DoQor Sharpe, and Mr. R. Brown- 
lits tothe Commit, of Eſtates 16. 

Fetition from the Army lately gone 
to England, Sefl. 5. 


F The offers aud defices of the Com- 


autce of tRates af the 177«/y ib, 


1 ww Þ' 


Quere to the Committee of Z- 


fares, Ib. . 
Recom. tothe Lord Theaſurer for. 
the Arrears os annuiwy 'of 


+ * cool. Sterl. 


Aniwer to the Quere from the 
Commitree of Eſtates 17 »/y Ib 
Return to the Commurtee ot E- 


» Rftares, Ib. 
Ref. Petitions from Ireland for Mi-, 
niſters to a Cemminree, Ib. | 
jont& Mr. David Calder- 


woed for his publick imploy- 


Mm $f 6. 

Modification to the Clerk of the 
Aſſembly for his ſervice, 16. + 
Paper from the Committee of 
Eftat6s of the 18 F=/y. Ib. 
The Aſſemblies return to the iid 


P 'S Wo 

The Commitiee of Eſtates mfwer 
to the ſaid return, 1b. 

The Afemblies Return to the ſaid 
anſwer, 1b. 

Ancther Paper from the Committee 
of Effates of the 18. Fly, Sef, 7. 

Anfſwerto the Paper laft ſent from 
the Committee of Eftates, beat- 
ing apewer to certain Members 
ot the Aſſembly w confer with 
their Lordſhips, Ib. 

Anſwer to Mr. Pairick Hamiltown, 
denying his defire- for opening 
his mouth, with a Kecommen- 

7 dation ws tavours, Sefl. þ 
emit. Mr, Fames Rofe to Preabyte» 
ry and Synod. es f 

Recom, th Presbyrery of Dunkeld 
concerning vaking Stipenes, Ib, 

Approvation of the AR of the Com- 
m:1ffion of the preceeding Af 
ſembly concerning the CdlleR- 
iog of the Hiſtory of the time, 1b, ... 

Recor. tothe Clerk for Printing the 
publick Papers, Ib., «6 

Recom. to the Clerk for re-printing” 
the Confeſſion of Paith with 1 
Aſſemblies Approbation, Seſf. 9. 

Recom. to Mr. Rebert Dowyles 
printing two of his Sermons; Ib. 

3. \. 


33. 
ef. cernin Major T1 p «cr ud 
pete FW Coloall Hurvie 10 the 
Commilſion for publick affairs, 6 
Remy tv the Pecabyiery of Edin- 
burgh concerning the Service- 
books and Idolatrous . Monu- 
ments, now lying ia the High- 
p School yard, 1h | an". 
Committee for conſidering James 
Murray: bulinels, 1b... 
Paper from the Committee of E- 
: ; at the 2q ]«/y,. Se, 10. 
The Aſſemblies Anſwer thereto 
with an appointment for confe- 
rence, Ib. - - 
Cxder for citing Patrick Leſly Pro- 
- volt of Aberdeen. 1b, 
Recem. to the Committee of E- 
1.ptex concerning his miſcariage, 


Ref, concerning / infalences and 
blaſp:emirs of the Souldiers to 
the Commiſliqn for publick at- 
fairs, Seſſ, 11. 

Faper 110% the Committee of E- 

ates of the 22 J«ly concerning 
the conference , and concerning 
Parrick Leſly, Sefl 12. 

Thg Aſlemblies anſwer tothe ſaid 

per, 1b, 


AQ concernmg Mr. Goorge Clerkylb. 
Att refuling Mr. George Hurcheſons 
* tranſportation to Arr, Ib. 
Motion verbally from the Com- 
mittee for Miniſters tothe Army. 

, vith the Aſſemblies an{wer there- 
unto, 1b | 

Att concerning Patrick Leſlies an- 

" {wers, 1b. | 

Paper from the Committee of E- 
fates of the 24 ]»ly Sefl. 13, 

Ref. of the ſaid Faperto the Com- 
mittee for publick buſineſs to 
conſiterof an anſwer, and report 
theiz opinions, 16, 

AR concerning Patrick Leſly, Ib. 

Appointment of aletterto Mr. Hew 
Henderſon tor \etling in Dumfries 
according tothe (cntenge of tran» 

{ponation, 46, 


,7--N.D-E,x., 


' \* 


Ref. for planting # Collegue in Aiy © 


'to the Commiſſion tor publick J- 


affairs, 46. | 

Ref, of the remedies of the firs of 
the times;te the Commitrt-ewhich | 
was appointed for trial of the 
Commiſſion of the preceeding 
Aſſembly, 16. | 

Ret. Mr. Walter Comries tranſpor- 
tation to the Commitree of billy, 
and they co report, 16. 

Appointment that all bills, appeals, ' 


references, reports, &c. . be gi- 


ven in before Wedneſday next, 16, 
Paper from the Commitriee conn 1 
cerming Patrick Lefl), Sefl. 14. 
The Aſlemblies an{wer thereunte,lb 
Ret. Parrick Leſly ro a Committee 

for conference, 16. wo 

Suſpenſ, Mr Harie Cockburn Sefl,15, 

Vote ſuſtaining the ſummons con- 
cerning , the tranſportation of 

Mi r. John Levingſtoun to Ancrum, | 
Ib. | 

Recom. Mr. Fohn Durictothe Eail 
of Hadingtown, Sefl. 16, 

Ref. Mr, Samwel Dowglas to the 
viſitation of Daxſe and Chirn- 
fide, 1b. : | 

Ref. the diſſent of the Brethren in 

-\the Trovincial of Aerſe and Tis | 
vietdaleto the ſaid viſitation, 1b. 

Ref. concerning Minilters to re- 
landto the Commiſſion to be aps - 
pointed tor publick affairs, 1b. . 

Advice conc: rning diſcipline to be 
uſed, with the Gariſons and Re- 
giments in Ireland, 1b. | 

Letter to General Major Monro, lbs 

Ref. for planting the Kirk of Bywn-, 
!:/and to the Commiifhon to be 
+ appointed for- publick affairs, 
Sci, 17. . 

Recom. concerning Fames Murs 
rayes children, Ib, "8 

Recom. to the Commiſſion of Par- 
liament for planting of Kirksthe 
adjoyning Smtherland, Swrker- 
landiall, &c. 'to Lindeen and 
makigg it a diſtin Pariſh, 15. 

. F.ccoms 


— 


- ” _- % 


Recom. in favours of 


i 


the Kirk of Galowſbeils, 1b. 

r. James 
Moriſon (Miniſter at Erne and 
Randell, or his executors for the 
payment of s ſum of money by 

the.nexrt Intrant. 16, 

Recom, for planting Kirks in Bad:- 
nochto the Commiſſion for plan= 
ting of Kirks. Ib, 

Recom.to the Commiſſion for pub--. 
lick affairs to think upon and pro- 
ſecute ſame wayes for planting 
a Miniftty in Lochaber. Ib. 

Recem. to Presbyteries to ſend a 
more particular information of 

the inſoalencies and miſcarriages 
of the ſouldiers and the evidences 
thereof to: the Commitſlion for 
publick affairs, Ib, 

Ref. tothe Commit. of Bills to di- 
ſtribute the pericions for charity, 

Recom. Mr. Robert Lindſaye; xe- 
lick and Children, Seff. 18. 

Recom. Mr.Parrick Lindſayes chil- 
dren, Ib. ' 

Paper from the Committee of E- 
ſtates of the 28 ot Fly, 1b. 

Recom. to Presbyteries to ſupply 
the places of the Brethren ſent 

.. 4n Commiſſion to the General 
Aſſcmbly,or that attend the meet- 
ings of the Commiſhon of the 
Aſembly; Seſl 19. 

AR for conference with E of Aber- 
corne until firſt of March,Sefl. 20. 

Committee for conſidering the 
Hoſpitals, and to report their con- 
dition, Ib. 

Commiſion for viſiting, Rfſe, Sx- 
therland, Carhnes, Orknay, and 
Zetfand , with a Reference con- 

' cerning Mr. James Fohnfton, 1h, 

Commiſſion For viſitation, of Stir- 

ling, and Dwnblane Presbyteries, 

wich a Reference for the particu- 
lar concerning Mr. Andrew 

| Foſſrer {b, 

Ref. to the Commiſſion for pub- 
lick afairs ' for the trial ot the 

* Ptoyincial Book of A721. Ib, 


1D we, OOO 
| Recom. for keeping in the rmterimy 


At inting the c tO prifatihe 

te wity/the fixlt; conve- 

- niency, and ro fend it to Pregby- 
teries, Sef. 2.2; 


. Vote for removing the. Commifs 


foners 1m the Ptovince of Galls- 
way in the matter concerning 
Mr. Jobn Levingſtoni tranſpomati« 
onto .Ancrum, Ib. 

Declaration ia favours of the Pre(- 
byeeryot Jedlorgs, for preſery- 
ing their right” 3hd Intereft in 
planting Ancrum proprio Fure,tlb 

Tranſportation of Mr, John Levi- 
flonto Ancrem, Ih. 


Order fer ſome Brethrens preſent- 


ingthe Declaration to the Com- 
mittee of Eſtates, Sel: 23. 

Ref. to the Committee appointed 
for publick mattersto conſider of 
the materials and draught of a 
Perition to the” Committee of E- 
ſtates, Ib. . 

Ref. for planting Kerkealdie tothe 
Commiſion for publick sMairs, 
Sefl. 24. k | 

Approbation of the manner and or - 

er of the calling and ſerling a 

Conn in the Kirk of Culroſſe, 

Ib, 

Committee concerning Mr. James 
Row, 1 

Commurtee for examining Wit- 
neſſes upon thg injury done to, 
Mr. Robert Meluill, Ib. 

Committee for examining a ſcah- 
d:lous Pamphlet faWly put forth 
under the name of Mr. Alexander 
Henderſon, Sell. 25. 

The Aſſemblies Anſwer Refuſing 
the deſire of the Iſle of Aakgire 
in Ireland for Mr. Fobn Dick, Ib. 

Vote for Maccullo of *Ard- 
well his purgation by, oath, 1b, 

Warrant for citing the perſons that 
injured Mr [Robert Melwil/, Ib. 

Vote concerning Patrick Lefliz, 
Sei. 27. | | 

Apprqbation of the Excambion 
mentioned in the contrat be- 

twizt 


Miniſter of Merrown conſented 


to by the Presbyrery, and appro- . 


yen by the Syned, Ib, 

Ref. of Mr. William Home to the 
Viſieztion of. Dwunſe and Chirn- 
fide, 1Þ. 

iberty for Jebn Gil/on ro preach 
__ the next Aﬀſembly for exer- 
ciſe of bis gift, 1b. 

Kef.- concerning the Quere from 
the Presbytery of Edinburgh, 
touching the marri-ge of a young 
Gentlewoman minor without 

. conſent of her Tutors, toa Com- 
mittee, Ib - 

Ad refuſing the deſire of Mr. ]-me:s 
Row for opening his mouth. 1b. 

Remit.the «ppeal of the | ariſhoners 
pf Schots, concerning the admil- 
fion-of Mr Francis Kincaid to 
the Presbytery and Synod re- 
{peRively of conſent, 1b. 

A& refuſing -the tranſporting of 
Door Colvillto the Colledge of 
Edinburgh, Seſſ. 29. 

Ref. Mr.. William Sanders to the 

- Commiſſion for plauting of 
Kirks, Ib, 

Ref. difſeat in the Presbytery of 


26- T1ND z X, 
ewixt” Sir William Scot and the Ref. to a Comn.ittee to conſider . 


of ſomes Overtures concernit 
Tap:its, and theix Children 2 


* Excommunicate perſons and to. 


report; 1b. 


Recom\. to the Presbytery of Chire. | 


fide, conceming Mordingtdns Fa. 
mily. Ib. ; 

AQ concerning Patrick Leflies ac- 
knowledg nent and promiſe of 

- better behaviour, with'a Reference 
to the Commiſſion for publick 
aff:irs if he keep not his pro- 
miſc, Sefſ. 31 

Committee for conſidering the Po. 


tition of the great Seffion of E-- ' 
= for Miniſters, andto r& 


port. 1 


Continuation of the examination, 
- of the Di:etory of Government, ©. 
and rhe CX1. Propohtions ubtil. ' 


the next Aſlembly, Seſſ. 32, 

Recom. to Univerſities to bringia 
the next Mſembly the grounds 
andevidencesof their Commiſ- 
tions to Aſlemblies, Ib. 


Commiſtioo for Viſitation of Glaſ- _.] 


gow, IÞ. 
Commiſſion for Viſitation of Aber« 
deen, Ib. 


Chirnſide tothe viſitation of Duwnſe -Gommitſſion for Viſitation of Edis- 


and Chirnſfide, Sell. 30. 

AR for conterence with the Lady 
Mordinzton. Ib. 

Kef. tothe Viſiation of Dwnſe for 
rryal of that murther 'committed 
in the Lord Mordingtons houſe, 

Appointment of Mr. Alexander 
Levineſfton to go to Ireland firſt, 
next Mr. Henry Semple, Mr, An- 
drew Lawder in the third place, 
and Mr. Fobn Dick the laſt three 
Months, Ib. 

Recom. Some Brethren to ſpeak 
again the Lord Theaſurer for pay- 
mont of by gones of the annuity 
of 5001: Sterling, 15, 

Vote for laying aſide the queſtion 
concerning Mt, Join Lawes ap<+ 


peal: Ib. 


burgh. Ib. | 

Letter to the Officers of the Army 
now in England in Anſwer t6 
their. Lezter and Petition to the 
Aﬀembly for Miniſters, 76. 


CEpenng Mr. William Dowgles | 
16, 


At reponing Mr. John Logie, 16. 

Recom. certain perſons tor charity, 
Ib: 4 

m_ for delaying the Communion, 
I 


Recom, for m__—_— of Kirks, and 


hqndidg of Schools in the Preſ- 

bytery of Sky, Sefl. 33. 

Continuation af Mr.; Andrew Ram- 
ſay until the moroe; 1b, . + 


Suſpenſion of Mr. Andrew Rams, 
ſay, until the next Geacmnl A(> . 


lembly, Sei 34+ Ref. 


Las 


\ ferenc@. ind th-y to report, Ib. 


Citation of ' Mr. William Colu:l 


apud ag toanſwer for hot rea 


ing the Cauſes of the late Fiſt, 16. - 


R cf. Door Jobn Baron to a con- 
ference, 6b. | oh 
Recom. Mr. George Clerk to the 
Presb yceries within Frfe, Ang, 
and Merns and Aberdeen. Sef] 3 ;. 


_ Commitllion tor Vilitation"of the 


Univerfity of St. Andrews, 1b. 

AQ torvivtring Hoſpitals and Mor- 
tifications, 1b. 

Recom. tv the Provincial of Ar- 
gy/e to vilit the Presbyrery of 
Sky, Ib 

Adviſe to the Presbyterie to depoſe 
Mr. William Edmiſfton with « Re- 

' commendation tothe Juſtice to 
proceed againſt him for Adulte- 


ry. Ib, 

Recom. to the Presbyterie of Sky to 
cenſure Profanation of the Sab- 
_ f the report for pl 

Approbariwn / of the re or phat- 
or of the Kicks bf Edietwrth. 
Seff. XXXV1. | 

Commiree for naming a Liſt of fix 
Miniſters for Edinburgh. tb. 


Yote concerning Mr. Willam Col- 


'vill, anſwering preſently for rot 
reading the Cauſes ot the Faſt. Ib. 


Continuation of Mr, William Col- 


vils untill che morn. 1b 


Continuation of DoRter Baron un- 


till chemern. Ib. 
Continuation of the 20. $. payed 
ontof eyery Kirk tor diſpatches. 
Is; 4 
Suſpenſion of Mr. William Colvill, 
Seff. FXXVv11, « 
Suſpenſion of Door Baron with a 
Keterence to the Viſitation of the 


-- Vaiverſitie' of St. Andrews '\and 


Commiſſion for publick affaizs 
reſpe@ively. 1b. 


Recom: &fthe Minifter of Cameron 


+ to the, Commiſſion of Patlia- 
ment for plagting of Kicks. Sc/, 
XIKX KILL: 


1.9.0. 
Ref. Mr. William Colvill ro x con- 


"6 A F 
Recommendation to Maſter James 
Hamilt:un and Matter | 

Guthrie to draw in Articles the 

* duties of Elders, and a forme of 
Viſitation -of Families, and to 
Rees a repotr to the next Af- 
embly. Ib. 4 

Recom. to Mr. David Calderwood - 
to draw 2'draught of 2 form of 
v:\iration of particular.Congregs- 
tions, and to prepare 4 report t@ 
the next Aﬀembly- 1b. bo 

Recom. to Mr. J-hn Sm1th 3nd the 
Clerk, ro draw out all the &ts of 
Parliament and Aﬀertbly , for 
Kirk ilcipline «nd Penakies for 

_ 1: indatous Sns, and to repoit 
to the next Aſſembly. 1b, 

Liſt ot fix Miniſters rg Edinbargh, 
Ib, | | 

Ref. rothe Commiſſion for _ 7 


lick fa'rst6 plant four Mini 
out of the (id Liſt in the Kitks of 
Ed:nbergh. 12 ; 
Declaration ot the unfatisfatori- 
nefs of the Obſarvations of the 
Cam mirte< ot: Eſtates upon the 
þ mblies Declaration ,, with a 
eferenfe tothe Commiſſion for 
publick +Fairs, to put forth an 
An'werthereto Seſſ. 39. 
Appotatment of the firſt dyet of 
Citations in/the matter of tran- 
ſpor:arons not to be before the 
l:tt W-4ncſdoay of Oftober, Ib. - 
The Aſt mblies Anſwer te + Quere 
from the Presbytery of Elgin, 
concerviing the tranfporting from 
the Highland; > Miniſter to the 
Low lands, Sefl 40. | 
Letter to their Brethren in 1rs- 
land, Ib. 4 7 


Letter tothe Lord Chancellor, 1». 


Indition of a Faſt on the ſecond 
Sabbith of S-vrqnber 5; with the 
cauſes thereof, by . 

Recom. coucexaing Mr, Her Hene 


derſon, Ib. 

Reoom for the Ein Libberton 
to repalt £0 Kuk of 2u0d- 
guen, Ib.. Recoms 


6 


ou 


Rn of the benefice of Ktn- 

Ib "I 

AR for proceeding againſt Captain 
Maxwell ing Fob Someruail and 
Coronet Wery, Ib. 


. Recom for planting} in Innerneſs * 
* another Miniſter. that hath the 


Iriſh tongue, 1b, 

Recom, for planting a Kirk ih 
Gladſiere, and that ſome Bre- 
thren ſpeak to the, E, Hadingtor 
that by bis pretenceto.the, Patro- 
nage he do not obſicult ſo good a. 
work, 16. 

Remi. Mz Fohn. Law te the Pro- 
vincial- of Glaſgow, Ib. 

Ref. concerning Mr. Fames Aitkin 


F'n*n"s"x 


Kecom. t6 the Parliament for dif: - Kecom, in fayours of kiswiſe "Y 
(Fes 16, ; 
ecom. »concerning, the Kirk 

 Mordington , ts gs. of 
Dwnſe wy Chirnfide, Ib, q 
ecom. to the Provinces of Aber: © 
een, Angus and Mhrray to ups | 


_ yy they 


Ke 


tothe viſitation of Ref and Carth- , 


' nes; cb. 


Ref. Mt. Donald Js Miniſter at 


Lechbr oem tothe {aid vititation, Ib . 


Ref, Mr. John Dungan. to the ſaid 
Viſitation, 1b, '- ,, 

Recom. to the Tresbyrery of Ding- 
wall cencemingoMy, Murd | Mac 
kente late Minifterat Sudare, Ib. 


oKn bounds, 1b. 
Ref. of Sir papal Mackean to the” 


viſitation of. 


g Kirks1n. Fr 
Lochaber ,&c, reſpeQively in t 


Comniſios for publick affas, p 
Ordinance for the Presbytery of Sky {| | 

* to. ptoceed with Excommunyea- 

tion againſt Mx. Lacklase Fraſer, | | 

Ib. : 
Ref. Concerning the particulars gi- - 

ven in by Mr. James Moreſop x» | | 

gainſt the Presbytery of Kirkwall 

to the viſitation of Reſſe and! 

Caithnes,.1b. 1 


Kenevation of the Commiſion of 


A@declaring Mi. Murdo Mackehzie ; 


late Miniſter at; Dingwall un- 


capable tor ever of the Miniltry. . 


with a Recommendation to the 
Presbytery to. proceed againſt 
him vith Excommuniction, 16. 
Depoſition' - Mr. + Wikigm Conper 
-.: School- maſter at, Chanrie from 
that charge, 1b.” «+, 
Continuation of the matter con- 


-- ;Cerning Mr. John, Rofſe at Lunfa- 


man, to the next A embly, Seſſ. 
Vlt; 


AQ Ordaining the Preshyrery of El. 


';g:#tOprocecd againſt Mx Thomas 

*.. Giltean and Fobn Gordon, Ib. 

Ref. Mr..Frang:s Omey to the Tro- 
vinciil of Perth; 4 | 

Refuſal of Mr. George mas de- 
lice, and his cenſure for his miſ- 

- ciliage, 1b, 


! 


the preceeding Aſſembly inSeſſ.26 
concerning Witchcraft, 1b. | 1 
Recommendation Mr... Alcxandi | - 
Mackepn to Presbyteties and uy C 
verlitics tof a Burſar, and 
cularly to the Fresbytery.of p73 
burgh, Ib. 


ARcoucerniog the tryal of Mr. Fil. 9 
liam Home and citing , of Wit-' 
nefles, 1b. C 


Commiſſion to Mr. Fohn Pring ll 


Recom. to the Commilligners of 
., the Pregbytery of, (G/a/tgw 


AR for jatimatang] « Viltwicn 


Recommendation 


, apd Mr FobnStrachanto ex 


" Witneſſes in that matter, / 


ſending to the Clerk an ex 0 
port of the conditign' of - 
Kirks, with their proyifons, 
extent a Pariea. apd numhe 


Hf Pariſhonexs, 1b. 


D#»ſe and Chirn Gs 65 
£ as 

la tethe Co ys 
Ib; 


1s 


v 


Trxpzx of the Ouprinted ACTS of the 


 Afembby, ; 649. 


Le&ion of Mt. Robore Douglas 
Moderator, Sefi. 1... 


'A& concerning che Commiſion 


from Ireland, Ibid: 
Committee for Refers and Ap- 
ls, Seff. z 
pad tor "Bills and Ovettures, 
Ibi 


1 Committee for pablick buſineſs, ib. 


Committee for tryall of the Synod 
Books, Ib. 
Commirtee fofthe tryall of the pro- 
ccedings of the Commilioners of 
the Generall an mbly, 1b 
Kenovation of the Commiſſion for 
viding the Univerſity of Sint 
Andrews. Iv 
Kecom. Gedeow Moviſe to the 
Committee of Eftates , Ib 


Order for ſhe aking the Earle of A. 
bercorne yment of the be- 
gone ftipe of Kilpatrich, Ib. 


Kecom., buſineſs of Ireland to the 
-—- 15 for pablick bufineſs, 
3 
Continanaticon of Generall. Majox 
Midleton to the g of July, Ib. 
ommictee for the Plalmes, 1Þ. 
t. of the Proteſtation of Mr. 
| Games Moviſon to theCommitree 
48 Coue Kefers,lb. , 
COSI the papers comitt- 
pen for corre(- 
w pat Seſl. 
Eoutinuation of paniculReferew 
ces fromthe miſſion of the 
General Aſſemby uatil the report 
thereof be brought in from the 
Committee of Refers, Ib, 
mittee for conſidering the 
Earle of Egligtown; cent 
ing Mr. James Ferguſon, I 
Eomittee for conference with the 


Eoui mince of diſpatches, Iv, 


Sf #'- 


Commitice for | conference with 
Mr, Walter Comrieto {atisfic him 
-- his tranſportation to lancrarey, 
I 


Continuation of the Lord 0 Y iS 
the 17 ofthatinſftant, $ 

Continuation of G. A, Midietor 
untill f > hag ext, tb. | 

Letter to Brethren of the Pre(- 
bytrie of Canrickfergus, 1b 


Continuation of the Comm 
for viſitation of the Univerſity 
Glaſgow, 1b. 

Ratification of ghe at of the Pres-« 
bytery of St. Andrews concern 
ing the agreement berwixt 'ths 
Laird of An#ruther and thePare- 
chiners, 1b. 

AQ recommending to the Brethreri 
ro make out the deſcriptions of 
theſe parts of che Kingdom nat 
yet deſcribed. Ib. 

Kemitt, E/izaberb Armeſflr ange to 
. the Province of Dr#wfries, Ib. 
a for L NE to Colonel />1 

rt Ker his Regi tell.6: 

Recom. Mr. Roberr Tam 3.40 toke 
Parliament, Ib. 

Letter from Rover, ib, 

Ordor for preſenting tothe "I 
ment the report of the Commis 
fioners {ent to his Majeſtic , and 
for prianing thereof, 1b. 

Commitree for reviſing a Tri 
of Chronologie, tefl. 7. 

Commintee for conſidering the Pe- 
titton of the Town of Eeinberyh 
for Minifters and rt me 
Approbation of the a& ot tran 
tation concetning Mr. Warts 
Comrie, Ib. 

Commmittee for coreRing the pa» 
raphrate the Plalmes, Ib, : 

D B55, 
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pry Keir to their Preabytries, 


Ref. tothe Committee of publick 
buſinels ro conſider the petitions 
given in by the Kogagers, and 
report, Sefl. 8. 

Committee for” appointing Miai- 
ſters to preach, Ib, 

Kecom- concerning the Miniſter 


of Glcncorſe to the patltauent | 


and Exchequer, [Þ. 
robation of the ſentence of de- 
tion againſt M. Harie Gnthrie 


norwitittanding of his appeal, 
Sei. 


9- 
A apporn;, mmonds tobe di- 


reR zgainſt M. Harte Guthrie, ib, 
a_— of the Depolions of 


A 


r. Fohn Allane Mr Andrew lef Approbation of 'he Depoſition of- 


fray and'Mr, Harie Schaw, Ib. 


Approbation of the "depoſitions of ARand Ref. concerning Mr.Watter | 


Mr. Atexanaey Monroe, Mr. Da- 
ons Momwoe aud ns Thomes Roſe, 


A - FRO of he dulbouſions of 
pro Donald Roſs, lan 
Roſve, Mr. Fob Fry with the 
Ref. concerding Mr. David Roſs, * 
Mr. Robert Williarsſon, Mr. Wal- 
for Srwart, Mr. George Monroe 


and Mr. Andrew Anderſon to” o_—S_ 'of Mr, Andro Rellock _ 


the next viſieation, 1b. 
Be tion of Mr. Patrick Graham 
- formmtime Miniſter at Holme, Ib. 
Committee for conference with the 
Officess that were upon the En 
gzagement, Sefl. ro. 
ecom. Mr. Alexander Smith fox 
gant to the Parliament, Sel. 


Pepoſition Mr. ] ames Aitkin, 1b. 

Admonition ro the viſitztion of 
Roſs, Sef, 12. 

AR torlaying aſide the Commiſſi- 
1 from the Presbytric ot Orknay, 
I 

Order tor General Major Fffliton 

appearing With certification, 1Þ. 

Orderfor citation of Mr. Andrew 
rat and Mr, William Colwill, 
Sel. 1 

Ref. Mi. Edward Wright and Mr, 


Ref. Mr. George Halihnriou and 

Mir. Archibald. DY#mondto the vis * 
. fitation of ' Sr:rlimmg and Dae; 
blane, Ib. 

Ref. to the gmmiſſion for publick 
affaires concerning the providin 
a.'Co'legue to t diiniſter 
Arr Sch 14. 

Order forciting of witneſſesin the 


peers ng ll 

epoſition of Mr, WW: tam Cowper 
Dihe office of + in 
. Channerie. Sel, 


Mr, Fames Lwunde, Ib. 


Swinton, Ib, 

Ref. con:erning Mr. Patrick Smeith, 
and Srn_ of his ſuſpenh- + 
on, 1 

ARand Ref. concerning Mr, John 
Home for farther fryall, tb. 

Approbation of the uſpenſion con- 
cerning Mr: Js: Edgerand Kek. 
concerning him, 1b. 


M.. . Mr. William _ to the 


viſitation of D»«ſe, 1b 
_ concerning M.Willian Home, 
I 


Approbation of the diligence of the 
viſiters of Punſe and Ghirneſide; 

4 

Committee 'o meet with the Com. 
mictee of Farlizmept for conſi- 
dering and reviſing the proceed- 
ings 'of the "viſitation of Saint 
Andrew:, Ib. 

Continuation of the buſineſs con- 
cerning Mr. James Dwurhames | 
tranſportation till the morne, Sf. 
16, 

Recom. for incarcerzting ons ae 
* lared for witchcraft, Scl. 17. 

Commutee for conterencewith the 


Led 8's Iþ. | 
Kecam. 


| 


| 


| 


matter of Mr, Thomas Ramſay . 


.7 MW 'D 
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Ib, 


Earle of GaTow+y, 1b. 
Recom. Helen Gordoun'to the Paz- 


Committee for expfanye with the 


.- lizment, 1b. T 


Anſwerto the Petition given in for 
the. Eatles of Damfermimng and 
Leuderdalte, 1b, S$'; 7.7 

Recom. ofthe Relick of umguhile 
Dgg#harpe tothe Parliament, 1b. 

Ref. Mt. John Logrt to the Synod, 
Sel: Is. Took! 

Committes for preſenting over- 


tures and defires to the Parlia- + 


men, concerning theMoſs troop- 
arid. 5 

Committee for conſidering Mr, Al- 
exander Smiths condition, lb. 

Ref.: Liev. Coeli\Ker to his Prezby- 
rrie, Ib, 

Ref concerning Pirfeddells young- 
ets. Vrgubart of Old- Craig and 
Themas Menzies tothe vifitation 
of Angus and Merxs, Ib, 


Jef. Sir Fobn Weymer of Bog'e to 


his Pregbyterie, 18, + 


Ref. Sir Job Makewzicand Ligute- 


nant Collenel David Weymes to 
their Presbyterie, 1b,” - 
Ref. Thom a: Rather fwrd to his Pres- 
byrrie, 1Þ. ; - 
Ref.-Liev. Wills Sutherland to his 
Presbytry, 1b. 


-Ref. Andrew Wardlawto the Pres-. 


- bytety of Kyrkeadie, / 1b, 
Ref. certain perſoas acceſſory ro 


- + 'the late unlawful engagment 40 


. their Presbyrries. . 
Ref. Arguſtine Hoſemantothe Pres- 
2. teof 'Edinburgh, 1b; 

e 


Edinb. 

Ref. Mr. Edward Wright M. And- 
,rew. Kery'and M. Robert Keyte to 
the Presbyteric of Linlithgow, lb, 

Ref. Mt. Fawes Gnthrie in Angus, 
Mr. The : Paterſon and SilveHer 
—— the vifitation of Ang», 


=_ 


Hary Staart to thoPiesd. of 


 £ iS "Is 

Ref. Mr. dtorge Halybatton and 

 - Mr: pkg afironcgys FW 
= ot Stirling and Dumblane, 
md4- 1 

Re-om.: 'the diviſion of Libberton 
and £60/qhem.-to the Freebytric of 
Biggar. Ib. ei s 

Ref. Mr: John Crichton tg the Pres 
bytrie of Glaſe- w and Parflay; Ib.- 

Ref.the Laird.ot Kelbead to his Lres- | 

, Sef..19 £64444 4G 724 

Ref. the Laird of Innes younger to 
the Prezbytric of T atne, Ib, © - 

Commitſhon, to the Presbyterie of, 
Kelſo for examining Marg ery Ker 
Ib | 


Recom. tp the Parliament of the 
- Ferition ofthe Commiſſioners of 
Argyle Sef. 20. L 

AR appointing ſome bretbren to af- 
fiſt Fob —_— indicufſling his 

on, Ib, 

The Aſſembhes addition and their 
judgement concerning the Petiti- 
ons w hich wereto have been pre- 
ſentedtothe laſt G. Aſtembly, tb. 

AR declaring Mr. Alexander Stuith 
to be rragſportable, Ib, 


Commiuree tor the colle@ors ac- 


compts and Alek. Blairi bill,” Ib. 
AR ng the tranſportation of 
Mr. Fames Durbam te Edinb, Ib, 
Ref. E. of Galſoway to his Presby- 
terte, Ib. 


'Ref. Major Alexander Forbes to 


the Pregbytecic of Kincardin, Ib. 
Ref. Cal. David Barklay to the 
Commdſlion for publick affairs, 
'Sefl.-21, oF 7 
Commirtee for conſidering- the 
matrer concerning thetrauſporta- 
tion of Mr, Ne!/{ Cameros, Iþ, 
Report from the Cormmurnee ofap- . 
eals concerning Mr. Jon Hay 
_— up of his appellation, 
Id, 


| ion Mr. Alexander Kiyth, lb 
Ret. Ez of Qnucenſrerie to his Fres- 
bytrie, Sef. 22. $4 
Committee to conferwith Mr. Pa- 
F' 2 ich 


- 


| 4 enich Hamettown, Ib. : 


A concerning Mt. Patrick Hamnl- 
town, I ' ' 
ecom. for -alſiſting the petition 

' "of the people of -4thete for divid. 

ing . Paroches and planting of 
Kitks, 1b. - 

Committee for preparing a repert 

* in the*mattex concerning G: M. 
Midleton, Sel. 23. 

| cinng the E, of Abercorne, 


Committee for conference with 
Mr. Hary Guthrie, Sef. 25. 
Approbation of the repart of the 
Committee appointed to reviſe 
the proceedings of the viſitation 
of the univerſity of. Saiht 4n- 

edrewz, Ib. 

Reft.. D. Barron and Mr. Thomas 

, Glagge ta the, Presbyterie of St. 
«Andrews, Ib. 

Ref. Mr. Thomias Roſs to the Presb. 
of Dingwall, Ib. 

Warrand for printing a Tra@t of 
Chronologie, Ib. 

Recon. of the Petition to the Far- 
liament for ereQting the Kirks of 
Fa:rne, Ib. 1 +» 

Recome.of the'Petition of D.Sharps 
Relick to the Parliament, Ib. 

Ref. Mr; Harie Cockburne to his 
Presbycerie Ib. | 

Order from citing of Mr, Andrew 


* Ramſay and Mr, William Colwill, . 


Ib. x3. 2 
Aft for viſiting the Hoſpitalls and 
© Mortiifications, Ib, X 
Recom. for changing the manſe 
' of Mr. Charles Archibald Mini- 
Ker at 
more commodious place,Sef. 25. 
Recom. of the petition of Mr. Rs- 
'- bert Scot Miniſter at Ertleften to 
the Commiſſion fox planting of 
Kirks, 1b. | -'t 
F.ecom, concernivg the diſuniting 
of the paroch of Abrirchrrdar, Ib, 
Kef. forthe matter concerning the 
tranſportgtion Of Mr, Neill Came 
ron, tb, rg 


iy a . 

F - 
74ND 'Z x. 
od 4 - 


twoa 


A@ \bftzining the © 
oboe oy , 


. {wer wi the cauſe, 1b. 


ef. Earle of Abercorne to the Pres- 


byterie of Parſlay, tb, 


Continuation ofthe mattet concer- | 
nihg Mr. Andrew Ramſay till the 


morne, Ib. 


Continyation of Mr, W:/l:anagColvil 


till the Morn. ib, ' 

Recom. of the petition of the town 
of Cowper to the Commillion fog 
planting of Kirks. Sef. 26. 

Recom.the © 
land to the honorable Eſtates of 
Parliament, 1b. 9 

Depoficion of Mr.. Joh» Graham 

omerime Miſter at Anchter- 
'ardor, Ib. | 

Approbation of the ſentence of De- 

poſition of Mr, Devid Drummond 


ſometime Miniſter overy <5 | 
Id. © 


Recom. Mr, Fohn Nairne, 


AQ for giving in the tows | 


References to the Aflembly, tb. 
Approbation of the report concerk- 
ingthe ColleQors 2ccompts, ' Sek. 


27, , 
AR in favours of Alex. Blarve, Ib. 
AR for giving up Mr. Hary Guth- 


r74cs appeal upogdhisdefire rocan- | 


cel the lame, 1b. 
Congiuation of Mt. Andrew Ram- 
ſayec buſineſs till the morne, Th. 
Depoſitioy of Mt.W: {ram Colvil, tb. 
Injimation' if 'aty doubt upon'the 
Declaration, to.come to the come 
mittee; 3b... + th, 55 


Order for writing a letter ro Mr. 


Theodor Haack for haſting forth 


the Dutch Annotations upon the 
Bible, Sefl. 28. . 
Depoſition Mr. Andrew» Ramſay,lb. 
Commiſſion for - viſitation ofthe 


/ Univeiſity of Aberdeen, Sefl. 25. * 
Recom, Me, Gr/bert Mer/bel for x 


mmiſkon for planting of & 
Ib, RK 


: 


ompetent maintenance, "to 
fomP A Fkkkg 
ol 


cers-come from 1re- | 


of the. 
ners of Nerthberwick with 
an ordgr for citing the Miniſter | 
and parochiners of Bars tg an- 


Y 


-ARt infavours 


Recoil Mr. 7; <n and 
ritable ſupplie, 1b. 

Commiſſion for viſitatipn of the 

aniverfiry of Saint Andrewsy Ib, 


Ref. rothc Commiſlion for publick 


affairs for plariting the place of - 


- theproveſt of theoldcolledge of 
Saint Andrews, 1b. ; | 

Committee forexaminingwitneſſes 
in the matter concerning Mr. Tho: 

awſay, with'an order for citing 
witneſles not appearing, 1b. 

Mr. W:Hiam Dows- 
elas, Sel. 30, 

AR G_ Miniſters to preach 
in Edinburgh duringthe ſiting of 
the Membly, 1b. 

Ref. Mr. James Afﬀecckto the viſitati- 
on of Ang; and Merxs, Ib. 

Committee tor conſidering the pe- 
tition of the Town of Stirling, lb, 

AR in favours of Mr. Thomas Ir8- 
land Miniſter at Weyme, Ib. 

AR permitting John Gillon to exer- 

cls his gift } wrr- ib 


Commiſſion for viſiting the Col- *- 


ledge of Edinburgh, Ib, 

Recom. to the Pathament for rep1- 
ration of the loſſes of Mr. Alzx- 
andey Ferreis Mx. Robert Jameſon 
and Mr. Fohn Keyth, wt 31. 

Ref. Mr. Richard Maitland to the 
viſitation of the unverſitic of A- 


- berdeene, Ib. 


AR in the matter concerning the 


© Kark of Dazr ſay, 'Seft. 32. 


Remitt. the marter concerning ]- 

* mes Roſs Banneil to'the Presby- 
rerie, 1b. 

At exeeming the Presbyterie of 
Dunkeld from payment of the 


.. Fortie killings tor the highland - 


boyes, Ib. 
py. Maxwwl younger of Cal- 
/ derwoed to the. Presb. of Hamil- 
bom. is  - 
Ref. ofthe Earle of A#ho/s bill for 
planting the Kizk' of Dunkeld to 
* the viſication of the Pregbyrecie of 
Dwnkgld, Ib, 6, 5 <4 


with 


T 


dt 


Commiſſion for viſitation of Refi 

| Sutherland and Caithres, Ib. 

Commiſſion for vifitation of Stew 
ling and Dumblane, {b, $ 


Commiſſion for viſitationef Angus 


and.Merns, 1b. 

Commiſſion for viſitation of Denſs 
and, Chirnſyde, th. P 
Contiquation of the matter COncer= 
« ning the tranſportation of Mra 

Fohn Stirling to- Norihberwickgill 


'the morne, Sefl. 35, 


Approbation of the ſentence of de- 
- poſition 


pot of Mr. William Wilkie, 
n p 
Ref, to the Commiſf. fon 
publick aftaires. 7b. 


'P.ecom. Helene Erſken tothe Farlia- 


ment for chariteble ſupplie, 1b. 
Repolition of M.MartenMakghwyas, 
with a Recommendation to tha 
Synod of Argy/eto ſettle him ins 
- fome charge 1m the Miniſtery, 1b. 
Ref. my Lord Cochrane to the 
Commiſion for publick affairse, 
Sell. 35. J 
Ref. of the petition of James San- 
6 to the viſitation of hoſpitals, 
" I . i: P ; Þ X . 
AR in fayours of Vialct Dawls 
ſpouſe to Mr. George Hannay, i 
At refuſing the tranſportation of 
Mr. Fohs Siirling' to Northbor 
wick, Ib. 
Ref. to the Commiſſion fer publick 
aftaires for planting the Kirk of 
"* Northberwick, Ib; 
Comimittee fot conference with 
" ' the Earl of 7 5:(ithgowy Sel, 36. 
Ref.” of the Articlesof eleftion of 
Miniſters to the. Committee for 
publick buſineſs wikhintimation 
to 411 that have objeRionzto come 
there, 1b. 
Ain favours of Mary Hy ſpout 
to Mr. Richard Maitland, 1h, 
Ref. Mr. Alexander Monroe to the 
vilitation ot Reſs, 1b. k 


Recom, 


8 


: : ay \ : | [ 
—_ 4 4 \ | ; | 
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L 


34: | 
fon of Mr.Fobeyr Balcanquel 


. for Mr. Altxandor / Monroe 

Ris three handred marks of ang- 
mentation, I1Þ.. 
Kef Mr, Thomes 
fitatign of Dinſe ind ' lhira/ide, 


with continuation of his ſylpenti- 


on in the meane time, Ib. 
Commuſſjon: for vilit-tion of the 
Kicks in the Highland, Ib 


Commifſion tor viſyation of Dwn- . 


eld, 1b. 
Recomen.' Janet Andrew tw ,che 
. « Parliament, bÞ. 5 
Kecom, Mr. Fobn Reſſe to thefres- 
©" bytery of. Kincardin for (ugplie 

- out of tne vicand ſtipends, 1h. 

@rder for preſenting the Declaraty- 

on to the Parliament and for de- 
Gring that che As given ia may 
bepaſſes, Ib.” 
AR coacerning Krrcards paſſing 
from bis appeal, and 2 recom- 
mendation ro the Pesbyterie of 
Peebles for farther dealiag wit 
him, 1b. F 

Fetition to the Parliament in favours 
ot the Laird of G/enwrchye, 1b; 

Peticion in beh.lie ot DotorSberps 
Relick tothe Parliz ment, Ib 

Letter to their Brochien in Ireland, 
Sefl. 374 

Com nittee for conference with 
General Major M:dleron, Ib. + 

Ret. certain perſons xcceflory to the 
late unlawful engagment ro-the 

Commiſſion tor publick aflazrs, 
Ib 4 | 

Ref 
houſotothe vifitaion of Reſſe,, Ih. 

Recom; Agnes Maxwell for a'chart- 
table (t 

Ret. forplanting the Zitk of Kyr- 
caldie, Sell. 28. ; 

Ref. Earkof Linlithgow to his Pres- 
byrerie, Ib. 

Ref.forplanting the Kirk of Lra/ith- 
£owto the Comiſſion tor publick 
affaices, Ib. | 

Aef. for planting the Kirk of S1y- 
ling, Ib. * 


% 


FN 


Ran#ſay rothe vi- $ 


«S. +» aq wi . 
Alexander: Urquhart of Craig- _ 


lie to the Parliament, Ib . 


Pr: Py X: « wy 
Ref. for plantingthe Kick of Danſe, - 

Kef. fogplanting the viiking Kirkes | 
of Edinburgh 2nd -the pres 
places of the Profeflors of divi-' 


nitic there, 1Þþ. 


Ref. tor plantifg the Kirk of Dun- 
keld, 1b 


Ref. ro the Commiſſion for publick 
affaires concerning the education _ 
of the Eirle of Athels, Ib 

Ref. Mr. Colin Makentic and Mr, 
David Monroe tothe viſitation of 
Reſſe, 1b. | 

AR for collefing the hiſtory of 

- , theſe latter rimes, 4b. ; 

Recom, of perſons forchatitie, 1b, 

Recom. Jul:an Wilkie for charitielb 

Recom. concerning the Kirk of 

- S-rvie to the Commiſſion 'for 

- plancing of Kirks, Ib 

AR tor writing to. Univerſities fag 

protecuting the courle of Philo. - 
{ophie, lb. 4 * 

Recom; Mr, Robert lameſonce for 

." ſome ſupple out of the-yaiking 
ftipends, Ib. 

Ref concerning-rhe adjoing the 
parach of Mowrh b:Þ tothe pari 
of- 31aſſt to the Presbyteries 
Str & Fordice, Ib. 

Kecom., coneerning the dividing 
of the paroch of Twrro, Ib, 

Ref. Lew:s Gordon to the Comilli. 
on for publick affairs, Se(T x9. /, 

Ref. W:G:am Innes of Tippertaeto | 

- the Presbyterie of Alanetobe re- 
laxed, ib, | 

Fetition to the Parliament concerns 
ing exacting Oathes in the caſes 
of cuſtome & excite, Sefl. 40, | 

Commiſſion for vyiſitationof Refſe, 


ib. - 
Commiſſion for viſitation of Ork 
nay, Zetland, Sewtherland, and 
Canthnes, ib. 
AQ concerning the pay ment of Ja; 
Murrayes dues, ib. | 
Recom. to Mr: Fohn Smith and Mr, 
Fame: Hammilton to draw ſame 


articles 


2 @- 


*%. - 


ortietes concerning the duries of . 

Elders, ib. - S 

Ref. Viſcount of Kenmwreyſib. 

Ret, Door Strange, Sell. 41; 

Ref. concerning. the modification 
of Alcxander Gwtherie to the viſi- 
tation of Angys and Mer»s, 1b. 

AR and Recom. to the Magiſtrates 
of Ed:»6. for repairing ot the Aſ- 
ſembly houſe, bb. 5. 

Ref. tothe Commiſſion for publick 
affaires to provide ſome way for 
Miniſters co-ſiy prayers-to the 
Lords of Seſſion, i6. 

Ref. tro Commiſſion for publick af- 

aires for providing a Minifterto 

the Caſtel} of Edinbwreh, 1b; 

my tor eleQion of Miniſters, 
i 


ef. Mr. George Hanway to the 
Commutiog tor publick affaires, 


i 
Ref.and Recom. to the Commilſi. 
for ſatisfying the paineFof the 

- Writer, of the paraphraſe af the | 
Pſalms Sell. 42. 

Ref. concerning G, M. Midleton to 
the commiſſion for publick af- 
faires, id, 

Aﬀt concetning the Univerſity of 
St, Andrews during the vacati- 
On of the Proveſts place of the 
old Colledge, ib. 

Recom. to the Presbyteries in the 
North te count with the Laird of 
Eight upon the fines oft excom- 
municate perf ogs to be applyed 
to pious uſes and to report to the 
next Aſſembly, ib 

AR appointing Miniſters for the 
Army, ib, 

R ef. Rorie Mackenzie to the viſita- 
tion of Roſſe, ib. 

Ref. Mr. Wik:iam Colvills paper to' 
the commiſſion for publick af- 
faires, ib; | 

Recom. Presbyteries and Synods to 
ſend any informations they can 

ive concerning the paſſages of 
ſeſetiests the Moderator, ib, 
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Recom. for ſending the contributi» 
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tion of 40. $. tor the Highland 
boyas to the Cnlleftors, ib. | 

Ret. to the vilitors of Argyle for 
diſtribution of the money fore 
merly colle&ed, iÞ. Tos 

Exemp:'0n 01 Dwnkeld ofthe Cols 
legion tor Areyle, ib, 

AR ter continutation of the allow. 
ance for diſpatches to the nexy 
Aſfenbly, wh a recom for con- 
fering with my Lord Regiſtes 

. and che Clerk «bout the perſon to 
be employed in that charge, ib, 


Recom.to the Commiſſien for pub< _- 


lick affaires concerning. the ſeth» 
ing of Mr, Foby Menz/47 in the 
profeſſion of Divinity at' Aber- 
4ene, ib, 

Ref. for appointing a ſecond Minh- 
fier In Perth tothe Commiſſion 
for publick affaires, ib. 


Ref. and Recom. Mr,William Chal. 


mers to the Synod of Aberdeews 
pe my the ſupply of hisne+ 
ceſhines, 1d. 

Declaration concerning the AA 
granted in fayours of Mr. Riche 
ard Maitland: wite, ib. 

Ref. of the petition of the Earle of 
Sutherland in the name of the 
Pregbyteric of Swtherland, ib. 

Recom. Mr. John Keyth tothe Pag- 
ons Þ. : _ cb 

Recom. for dividing the paroch o 
Ferne to the Commilliona for 

+ planting of Kirks, ib. | 

Recom. the diljoyning ofthe lands 

. of over and nether Dy/ert from 


Brichen to the Commiſſion for 
planting of Kirks, ib. + 
Cauſes of a publick faſt, ib. 
Commiſſion tor conſidering the 


obſtructions of pietie and the re 
medies for removing thereof, & 
toxeport to the next Allembly,yb. 

Kecom. to the Parliament for pu- 
piſhing counterfeit Teſtimoni- 
als, Ib. 


F 1N1 $ 


v 


" EY 


"= 
. 


